Welcome to

Park History

” Thomas and Robert Swan came across
h 3 For More Hn{F@kmaﬁ@m Chena Hot Springs in 1905. When local
e l V@r Fairbanks residents learned of this

Northern Area Office resource, they requested access, and the
State Recreation Area 3700 Airport Way U.S. War Department built a trail to the
Fairbanks, AK 99709 hot springs in 1913. Today, part of the

Yukon Quest, an annual 1,000-mile sled

(907) 451-2695 dog race, is run on the old trail.

The area around the springs attracted
attention from gold prospectors and
loggers as well. The Chena River became
a central mode of transportation, carrying
people to the hot springs and timber to
the rapidly growing city of Fairbanks. With
the advent of World War II, large numbers
of servicemen settled in the Fairbanks area
and developed the wild lands.

-~ In 1967, Alaska legislators designated

= 15,360 acres as the Chena River State
Recreation Area. One year later, oil was
discovered in Prudhoe Bay and lands
were rapidly parceled out and developed.
Alaskans fought to preserve the remaining
wild lands and their natural resources, and
in 1975, 240,000 acres were added to the
recreation area.



' - APark for All Seasons

Chena River State Recreation Area (SRA)
encompasses 397 square miles of forests,
rivers, and alpine tundra. You can hike,
bike, dogsled, ski, horseback ride, skijor,
snowmachine, 4-wheel, or snowshoe on
over 100 miles of maintained trails.

Winter Recreation

Winter's cold grip doesn't put an end to
recreational opportunities—instead park
users snowmachine, ski, and dogsled on the
winter trails. Public-use cabins are spaced
so that skiers can reach them in a day, and
local mushers use the area to train for dog
sled races.

Water Recreation

The meandering, class I-II Chena River v
through the park; and is an ideal

‘kayaking, canoeing, fishing
sunbathing. River access rc

- Wildlife

Are you looking for wildlife? Chena River

- SRA abounds with wildlife including moose,
~ bears, lynx, and a multitude of birds. During
- winter, snowshoeing is a great way to follow
~ animal tracks along the many accessible
~ trails. Don't forget your camera!




Chena River SRA Highlights

Geologic Formations Fishing, Hunting,

The Chena River, flanked by panoramic & T[@PPHWQ
epiine rldggs g toyverlng i o, €Ut Cast a fishing line into the Chena River and
through this recreation area. The valley

: there's a good chance you'll hook an arctic
s anchore by Se Dome (& ézé;ehe;)‘pk : . : grayling. Since fishing in the Chena River is

ol : o AR (e . = catch-and-release onfy make sure to gently
- place the fish back |nto the water. You can

keep fish caught in four ponds along Chena

Hot Springs Road The Alaska Department
1 of F|sh arfd«Gamet(AF&G) stocks ponds at

breathtaking views from ’che expa‘hsive trall
‘fyﬁem and throug‘hoUmﬁa Rlv X




Campgrounds

Located at milepost 27 on Chena Hot
Springs Road, the Rosehip Campground
is an ideal base camp for exploring Chena
River SRA. There are 37 campsites. A hand-
carry boat launch on the Chena River
makes water activities readily accessible.
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Thé Twm Bears Camp is located at mllepost
- 30 on Chena Hot Springs Road. Req;gatlonal
' act|V|t|esfabound including volle a]#;r
.».hor,sesth es, basketball, baseball, swimming,
' canoeing, ﬂshlng, and cross- cou,@t jmg
] Thlrteen primitive cabins, a recreatio
hall, dining hall, and lodge are availa
to rent P|cn|c sites and a grou
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Access:

Travel means: multi-use

Distance: 18 miles one way

This trail provides year-round access to the Colorado Creek
Cabin and views of the Chena River Valley, Alaska Range,
and White Mountains

South Fork Tra g

Access: milepost 314

Travel means: winter multi-use

Distance: 6.75 miles one way

The South Fork Trail crosses the frozen Chena River twice
to reach the Nugget Creek Cabin.

Travel means: winter multi-use
Distance: 5.8 miles one way
Follow this trail on snowmachines, dogsleds, or on cross-
country skis to reach the Colorado Creek Cabin or for an
invigorating outing.
hena Hot Springs Trail g
Access: milepost 26.6
Travel means: winter multi-use
Distance: 30 miles one way

This trail is excellent for dog sledding and snowmachining
and parallels Chena Hot Springs Road.

cess: milepost 31 6.5 i fa.
ravel means: multi-use ) ‘i 'S I"L‘ 4
Distance: 15 milesone way
Year-round scenic views of Chena Dome, the granite
tors, and Colorado Creek are available from the Stiles
~ Creek Trail. ¥
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 Mist Creek Trail &s A

L ilepost 365 across from the shooting range
Travel means: foot, horseback ride, snowshoe, ski

Distance: 6 miléi one way L
Follow the Mist Creek Trail to the Nugget Creek Cabin.

Hikers must cross the river to get to the trai. This route is

“The Granite Tors Trail travels t 3

~ and up to the Plain of Monuments, an area dominated
by towering granite tors (rock outcropping: to 1

_ feet high). el v

m

ance: 3.5-mile
“This short day hike
to Overlook Rock.
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spruce and birch forests, anc
to reach Chena Hot Springs.
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Camping
Public-Use Cabin
Trail Shelter

Picnic Shelter
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Winter Trailhead Multi-Use Trails

Motorized Trailhead Winter Trails
Non-motorized Trailhead Non-motorized Trails
Information & Orientation === Trail Under Construction

Bridge

“Parkingis available at all vailheads
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