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Northern Area Offi ce
3700 Airport Way

Fairbanks, AK 99709
(907) 451-2695

State Recreation Area

For additional information visit 
www.alaskastateparks.org
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A Park for All SeasonsA Park for All Seasons
Chena River State Recreation Area (SRA) 
encompasses 397 square miles of forests, 
rivers, and alpine tundra. You can hike, 
bike, dogsled, ski, horseback ride, skijor, 
snowmachine, 4-wheel, or snowshoe on 
over 100 miles of maintained trails.
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Chena River SRA HighlightsChena River SRA Highlights

Snowmachine & Off-Road Snowmachine & Off-Road 
Vehicle Use AreasVehicle Use Areas
Snowmachiners and off-road vehicle users 
delight in the abundant riding opportunities 
in Chena River SRA.

Chena River SRA is open to snowmachines 
in all areas north of the Chena River, west 
of the south fork valley, and north of 
the east fork valley when snow depth is 
adequate to protect underlying vegetation. 
For information regarding winter openings 
call the Public Information Center in 
Fairbanks at (907) 451-2705 or visit                                        
www.alaskastateparks.org, under the “Current 
News” link. 

Geologic FormationsGeologic Formations
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Fishing, Hunting,                Fishing, Hunting,                
& Trapping& Trapping
Cast a fi shing line into the Chena River and 
there’s a good chance you’ll hook an arctic 
grayling. Since fi shing in the Chena River is 
catch-and-release only, make sure to gently 
place the fi sh back into the water. You can 
keep fi sh caught in four ponds along Chena 
Hot Springs Road. The Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game (ADF&G) stocks ponds at 
mileposts 30, 42.8, 45.5, and 47.9.

An abundance of small game animals bring 
trappers and hunters to the park during the 
winter months. Sport hunting within the 
park includes moose, bear, rabbit, grouse, 
ptarmigan, and fur bearing animals. Park 
offi cials advise sportsmen to familiarize 
themselves with ADF&G regulations. 
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Access: milepost 29.9                                  
Travel means: multi-use                                              
Distance: 18 miles one way
This trail provides year-round access to the Colorado Creek 
Cabin and views of the Chena River Valley, Alaska Range, 
and White Mountains.

South Fork Trail     

ains.

  
Access: milepost 31.4                              
Travel means: winter multi-use                                           
Distance: 6.75 miles one way
The South Fork Trail crosses the frozen Chena River twice 
to reach the Nugget Creek Cabin.  

Colorado Creek Trail     

reek Cabin.

  
Access: milepost 31.6                                 
Travel means: winter multi-use                                           
Distance: 5.8 miles one way
Follow this trail on snowmachines, dogsleds, or on cross-
country skis to reach the Colorado Creek Cabin or for an 
invigorating outing.

Chena Hot Springs Trail       
Access: milepost 26.6                                                   
Travel means: winter multi-use                                          
Distance: 30 miles one way
This trail is excellent for dog sledding and snowmachining 
and parallels Chena Hot Springs Road.

Stiles Creek Trail     
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Access: milepost 31.6 or 36.5        
Travel means: multi-use                                              
Distance: 15 miles one way 
Year-round scenic views of Chena Dome, the granite 
tors, and Colorado Creek are available from the Stiles 
Creek Trail.

Mist Creek Trail        
Access: milepost 36.5 across from the shooting range                                                                                           
Travel means: foot, horseback ride, snowshoe, ski 
Distance: 6 miles one way                   
Follow the Mist Creek Trail to the Nugget Creek Cabin. 
Hikers must cross the river to get to the trail. This route is 
for experienced hikers only.

Granite Tors Trail     
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Access: milepost 39.5 
Travel means: foot                                                      
Distance: 15-mile loop
The Granite Tors Trail travels through boggy lowlands 
and up to the Plain of Monuments, an area dominated 
by towering granite tors (rock outcroppings up to 100 
feet high).

East Fork Trail           
Access: milepost 45.5 
Travel means: winter motorized                                           
Distance: 7 miles one way
This trail provides opportunities to enjoy the beautiful 
winter scenery. 

Angel Rocks Trail        
Access: milepost 48.9  
Travel means: foot                                                     
Distance: 3.5-mile loop
This short day hike heads up a moderately steep ascent 
to Overlook Rock. It passes granite tors and interesting 
plant communities.

Angel Rocks to Chena Hot Springs Trail        
Access: milepost 48.9 (shares with Angel Rocks Trail)                                                                                                
Travel means: foot                                                       
Distance: 8.3 miles one way
From the Angel Rocks loop, this trail travels through mixed 
spruce and birch forests, and along a ridge above tree line 
to reach Chena Hot Springs. Eye-catching views include 
the Chena River, Alaska Range, granite tors, Chena Dome, 
and Far Mountain.

Chena Dome Trail          
Access: milepost 49.1 and 50.5
Travel means: non-motorized 
Distance: 30-mile loop
The Chena Dome Trail is a strenuous hike that circles the 
entire Angel Creek drainage and provides excellent views, 
wildfl owers, alpine areas, and berries.

Angel Creek Trail     
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Access: milepost 50.5  
Travel means: winter motorized
Distance: 6.8 miles one way
The Angel Creek Hillside Trail provides access to two 
public-use cabins and hours of scenic recreation.

Angel Creek Hillside Trail     
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Access: milepost 50.5  
Travel means: multi-use 
Distance: 11 miles one way
This year-round trail follows hillside contours and has an 
average grade of 8%. Spectacular views of the Angel Creek 
Valley can be seen along this trail.
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*Parking is available at all trailheads

*

 Park Rules Park Rules
• Bicycles are allowed on trails that are open to off-road vehicles. 

They are prohibited on the Angel Rocks and Granite Tors trails, 
but may be used on the Chena Dome Trail.

• Horses, mules, burros, and llamas are allowed except on the 
Granite Tors Trail. Groups using ten or more animals must obtain 
a special-use permit. Tethering animals within 100 feet of fresh 
water and loose herding are prohibited.

• Motor vehicles are generally restricted to roads and parking 
lots. Off-road vehicles are permitted on designated trails.

• Snowmachines may be used when snow depth is suffi cient, 
except in the southeastern portion of the park.

• A fee or an annual pass is required at designated parking 
areas and for overnight use of developed campsites. Camping 
within the park is limited to 15 consecutive days.

• Fires must be confi ned to fi re pits, gravel bars, or gravel pits. Use 
a portable stove for cooking in the backcountry.

• Dead wood lying on the ground may be gathered for a 
campfi re where campfi res are allowed.

• Discharge of fi rearms is prohibited except for lawful hunting 
or trapping. Target shooting is only allowed at the developed 
shooting range at mile 36.4 of Chena Hot Springs Road.

• Pets must be on leashes at developed facilities such as 
campgrounds and picnic areas and may not create excessive 
noise. Leashes are not required in undeveloped areas, but pets 
should be kept under control at all times. Be aware of trapping 
activities within the park boundaries.

Chena Hot Springs
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