Appendix B
Plan Units (State)






Big Eddy
River Mile 16.5

Acreage 16.07

Legal Description

Township S North, Range 11 West, Seward Mendmn
Section 24: Lots 14, 15

NW4NE4SE4

Site Description

Big Edd 16 k t le fr the Big Eddy Road, off the
RS0 plG e Bunl bl o e Ko v e B 1
8 l10Ca

parklng ares 1 on e north side of the

Situated on the outside of a large bend at River Mile 16.5, thes:tehas660feetofl(enm
River frontage. The entire site 18 in the Kenai River's plain.’ Acco drological
analyfins thet poﬂt_nt of land on which the site rests could conceivably be iso ted Yy &8 major
meanger cut-o

Vegetation on the flat site is a mixed forest of cottonwood, bi d white spruce th d
st:;%;'3 ge:'?'leg gf s:veral tyeplel Soils arewell-dr::.rleg, shallow lsrllct lca)nams ungerfmn '8 un e

* A single vault atrine, a ﬂoatm doclg two 1cmc tablel and 200’ of elevated metal walkway are
on site . The site is accessib e %h the Bxg Eggy Road or by boat from the
River. The site provides sanitary acthtxeo for sockeye anglin

Analysis

Big Edd%;s on the uPper end og tensx ed lower jver. Within one m1le of the
site are 6 vately-operate

g or more than 200 camping
units, % storatlog ?n ﬁo ca?l.m ow the Division to
upgrade the oatln oC 1ty, a and revegetate
approximately 2 o nverbankin the spring of

Recommendations

1. Access Facilities

The Division of Parks and ?utdoor Recreation should contmue to closely monitor
this site to be sure the new facilities are used appropnately.

2. Bank Restoration

Once then etation project is in the fishing platf installed, the
DP\(r:leor? of warges% u}l clgr eJ g{gm% g? g: g'ontage t% %agﬂlsiung to ed, protect
the restoration project ﬁom

3. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The D1v151 n of Parks and Outd should erect ry and mfonnatlong.é

s, whi c ark bo es an v131tors of atlons and
ormation abou e restoratlon pro_lect an mportance of rip anan resources



Bings Landing
River Miles 39.5

Acreage 125

est, Seward Meridian
§ect;on ,1'? Lwozs Range s Wet Iying south of the Sterling Highway

ection 20: Lot
Site Description

Bing's La.ndm 1s 125 ac ﬁmat River Mile 39.5, miles u f.tream of
Bing S

community ding is the tradi mi; e of the boat launch at
site, opera or many years by ploneer resident

A distin; feature of this site is the Naptowne Rapids which has traditipnally served
as al v%r“’%‘%m g point, since ?ew aters%gvel %h this hazardous whﬁewater
Launching facilitiés at Bing's Landing are above the rapids.

The site's topo declines from the Sterling Highway south to the Kenai
River. This sl sp g!eaghljx,lt%rr?u e(l' at several pcﬁlnts%y rel tlvel %'at, gast-%vest beneches A flat
terrace extends back 2 uplands

gltl?otnegggﬁ ' g;'lgs‘tm vegetatlon tﬁ: up?ands 18 rmxeiﬁ reﬁtand white sprull:‘;':'gZ spruce and

This site is pnmanly a dagr use facility with a boat ramp, eighteen edy use parkmg

sites, eighteen parkin: campsites, water well, and a sin vau it

Recreanonal use of this site revolves around boat launchi gi, sockeye salmon fishing
;ta_ % associated with the first two activities. A f downers u nver use

the a.rea or long term parking because they do not have road access to thei

property.

The September 1995 flood damaged the nverfront tent camping area and the
downtset%eﬁaﬁi a:arelr‘ tiront trail. Thetent camping area was closedg and the trail was
rerou 1

Analysis

The ex:stmdg facllmes were constructed in 1988 hase one of a two phase pro

The secon llmse was the construction of a campground. The campground was
never built and € current parkmg lot has been vxded into two sections, one for

camping and one for day use On peak days du edg %e season it is not unusual
to li(ave over one hundred an ﬁfty excess vehicles parked along the road leading into the
par

The downstream fishing area was also 1mpacted by the Se ember 1995 ﬂood and the

river bed was reconfigured. The traditional access points (from the top of the hi

bluff) are now treacherous and & The Dmsxon attempted to address this problem bﬁ“,
routing the foot sfcum%o dangerous areas during the summer of

effort was moderatel y succes ut a long term solution needs to be developed

The river bank was re-contoured in this area and cultural sites were impacted. The
Division of Parks fenced and closed tlns area to foot traffic in 1996. A new trail was

developed from the lower end o per? o new bluff aeoecs int. Fxshermen
Th‘e lo‘?v?l' Sp ain terrace, d tlt\ %om etely u';undated by g(l)e
Se tember 1995 flood. can stxll access this area J' l egi‘mt exposed nverbank

evelop.

of the fencing. A long term solution needs to be or this area also.



Recommendations:

1. Campground

The Division of Parks and Qutdoor Recreatton should pursue nlxzm the EVOS Manne

Regr 'ES‘L f 351 quhas secured to construé:t h:rtl_yﬁu 8 oun?o
Tl?o een ex: mg deve pment and Sterling wWa )o e Bing s dm%

51 e Pground sh o eu e camping sttes, spaces, tent? s,

and : %lcmc tab amtary ttes water wells, intérpretation an a picnic sheiter sh

inclu

2. Bank Protection, Restoration and Access

The Division should pursue addxt.tgnal EVO tShMarme Restoratxon and Recrtemon

gtorev ¢ th etmaet Q upstream and downstream o theboa?m
W %n g platfc orms are needed to protect ripanan vegetation, provi
access and boat tie ups.

A stairway that scales the hl%{ll bluff, inland ﬁ'om the river, needs to be
constmcted e users to trav 3‘ e end of the park to the
other wi out c F u and d own the unstable ace of the bluff, It wﬂrpalso link al
of the new inland t S (away from the bluff and niver edge) together and make the
area more attractive to use.

3. Sanitary Facilities

The Division of Par and Outdoor Recr: d install an additional toilet at the
down stream ene of the gark The toilet s oulg %'é sited in the v:gmgtly of the b : luff fishing
area and the existing east-west section line

4. Cultural Resources Survey

A detailed survey of the site's cultural should be conducted. will
inventory an ﬂ assess the s‘nte 's resources and a iongoterm macgggencttee‘xﬁ p aret w1[l §¥
developed for the cultural sites.

6. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjuncti ith interested devel
site sté&ardshtp program fot"'thxscs? Junction wi commusity groups, develop a

7. Closures

The Dmsxon of ks shoul shing cl the fishin
platforms d %& co %g'roettlrct:mglosed (e}

protect npanan

8. ADA Accessibility

The fishin ?\ tfonns and new cam should e construct
to meet A ﬁ%h
the boat launch 10 prowde parkin )ASD fc?ra{hhsggl e vicinity 0

9. Regulatory and Informational Signing
Di Parks td
E’f‘gm"é%“ s ot %ﬁ'ﬁ““&%"&“lﬂmm

vnsnto
regulations and provide mformatton about the restoration projects an ?&e tmportance of
riparian resources.



Ciechanski
River Mile 15.5

Acreage 34.18

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range i1 West, Seward Meridian
Section 24: Lot 1

Site Description

The Ciechanski site is a 34 acre park unit is land-accessible from Ciechanski Road, off
Kalifornski Beach Road. Locatecpi at River Mile 15.5, the site is bordered by a ptii“\ir’ate
campground, Riverquest and is close to several other private campgrounds

Imm ely upstream of the park unit is a 35 acre undevelo arcel owned by the
Kenai Penigsuﬁa Borough. P ped p wmee by

The park unit occupies an upland site, an average of 30 feet above the Kenai River. One _
corner of the unit slopes off to a terrace a few feet above the River's surface. Vegetation is

ical of the area, with the predominant species being birch and whit ce. Several
gx?tural featuresegre located at Ci kis.pem cing birch and white spruce. Sev

A small floating dock provides access to the toilet facilities from the river. The site
has two picnic sites and is used for bankfishing during sockeye season.

For more information on this River stretch, see the River segment descriptions starting on
page

Analysis

The Ciechanski unit is located in the most heavily-used section of the River. There are
several privately-owned campgrounds and boat [aunches in the area which provide most of
the services typically available at state recreational sites.

For these reasons, facility development at this site should be limited to those types
which compiement the existing recreational facilities . EVOS Restoration and
Recreation funds will allow the Division to upgrade the floating dock facility, install
a grate walkway, and revegete approximately 200 of nverbank in the spring of 1997.

Recommendations

1. Access Facilities

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should continue to closely monitor this site
to be sure the new facilities are used appropriately.

2. Land Acquisition: Lot 2, Section 23, T5N, RIIW, S M. :

The Department of Natural Resources should add the 35 acre parcel located immediately _

upstream of the Ciechanski site to the Kenai River Special Management Area. The parcel is
owned by the Kena: Peninsula Borough.

3. Bank Restoration

Once the new revegetation project is in place and the fishing Platform is installed, the
Division of Parks shouid close the remainder of the frontage to bank fishing to protect
the restoration project from foot traffic.

4. Culturai Resources Survey

A detailed cultural ces survey should be conducted, Th will invento
and assess the site's resources and & long term managen%n plean will devme‘l'ggedfy



5. Cultural Site Stewardship, . ,
The Division of Parks shoyld, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a
site stewardship program for this unit.

6. Regulatory and Informational Signing
The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should erect regulatory and

informational signs, which identify park boundaries and inform visitors of park
lrg:gul,ations and %Efmde ufomalt%x? about the restorat?on projects and thepunportance of

riparian resources.




Cooper Landing Boat Launch
River Mile 82

Acreage 5

Legal Description A

Township 5 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian
Section 28: Lots 12 and 13

Site Description
The Cooper Landing Boat Launch is is located on a one acre parcel that was
adnumstratxvely transferred to the Kenai River S Management Area in === It is

located on the ownstream snde of Kenai River Bridge (Kenm Lake OutletL
5 ﬂr ing popularity of the exnstm%_}aunch and the lack of hc restrooms
m the ooper %area are what prom e Division of Parks and the
of Fish F&G to investigate the existing facnlxty's otenttal for
expanslorL Site analysis ¢ eariy showed that the lot was too small to provide for a facility
and the only other parcel the state owned in the area was primarily wetlands.

J ohn and Dottie r{.xzpram, local homesteaders, owned 4 acres between the two state
arcels and oﬂ'e to sell them to the state ADF&G's Sportﬁsh Division purchased the
Bmperty and fu ded the ramp improvements usm% ederal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration

allop-Breaux I-) DPOR fun ed t e p area, walkways, restrooms,
and mte,llj%A atxon y securin portation Enhancement
thr oug% the Alaska Department of ransportatton and Public

Fasct ties. The comp eted facility will be managed by DPOR as a unit of the state park
system.

The facxht%‘\;nll be constructed during the 1997 season and will be managed to rowde
boat launc g, restrooms, water, walkways and viewing plattorms. There wiil
be no bank fishi g, overmght camping or picnic facilities on site.

Analysis

The Cooper Lande Boat Launch will be the first State Park facility that visitors to the
Kena1 Perunsula will' encounter. Viewing stations, platforms and walkways will provide
views of the river and the mountain environment and interpretative panels will provide
information about River and it's resources. The launch improvements wili provide better
access and the trayeiling public will have a much needed rest stop. The river frontage will
be clglstc;d to bank fishing to prevent impacts to the ripanan habitat and trespass on private
prop

Recommendations
1. Facility Management

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should continue to closely monitor this site
to minimize the conflict between boaters engaged in launching and the visitors wishing to
park and use the rest stop facilities.

2. Bank Closures

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, in cooperation with the Department of
Fish and Game should close the nver fronta ento bank fishing. Close momtgnng wdl%
required to prevent any damage to the nearshore areas.

3. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should erect latory and informational
s ns, which ldentlfz park boundaries and inform visitors of park regulations and provide
ormation about the restoration project and the i importance of riparian resources.



Eagle Rock
River Miles 9-12

Acreage 577.43

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 6: Lot 8

Section 7: Lots 5-7

Townshlsp ecix orthLl(’;an e 11 West, Seward Meridian
on
Section 12: Lots 1-3, 7-10, 13

Section 13: Lot |
SW4NW4
Section 14: Lots 2, 7

Site Description
This 577 acre y umt is named for Eagl e Rock, a prominent landmark at River Mile '
11.5. Thr of the River's southemn shi l"Qre are included in tlns ark unit. Most of the

area is w d, p?mcul arly along the shoreline. There are isolated an areas scatt
through the unit, forested with spruce and birch. The River adjacent the umt is tidally
influenced, often resuiting in steep and muddy shorelines.

The unit is compietely undeveloped The nearest road is approximately one-quarter mile

away. Eagle Rock Campgro owned and operated, is located on the north
shor% di%(lectly across gr t{?om theypark unit. The Pllla;.g’ tlm{t of the KRSMA
approximately one mile upnver

The Eagle Rock area is one of the most heavﬂ used portions of the entire River.
Recrea onal actxvmes m tbe ww take p age o on the Rxev:rnsurf althou
for shmg. ome up

tidall d recreation at thns site 18
olnen¥ex? evwvwn . Land ownershi pmthe surrounding area is mixed between

public and pnvate entities. The City of Kenai owns substantial acreage on the north shore of
the River, as well as several islands immediately adjacent to the unit.

Analysis

This unit is composed largely of wetlands which should not be developed or dxsturbed

These wetlands provide important habnat for ﬁsh, waterfowl and ten-estnal animals. This
open space aiso provides & na % for the many boat anglers which use
this stretch of the River. This land should be closed 1o any activity which will threaten

the npanan vegetation and the surrounding wetlan of Fish and Game wnth )
NR's concurrence, closed the unit from niver mﬂe 10 S to to bankfishing in 1996, during
the second run of sockeye salmon.
Recommendations:
1. Regulatory/Informational Signing
The D1v1s10n of Parks and Outdoor Recrqmon should erect latory and informational
Slﬁm which identify park boundaries and inform visitors of tgleggankréosures and the
ues of the resources that the land provides.
2. Closure to Camping

The Division should pursue regulations that will close this undeveloped unit to
camping.



3. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a detailed survey of the site’s cultural
resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site’s resources as a first step in formulating a
long term management strategy for this unit.

4. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a site
stewardship program for this site.



Funny River
River Miles 29, 30

Acreage 336.46
Legal Description
Township 5 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian Section 28:
SE4SE4 Tract 6, Heistand Subdivision Addition No. 2
Section 33: Lots 1, 3 SEANW4 portion of NE4 lying west of the Funny River

Road
Site Description
R:ver atRlverMile 30 of the Kenai River, is composed of_three separate
s: unny River State ) onSxte,al4wre|;:rcelportho FunnyR.le\Ir)er a40

acre parcel bisected by Funny River. These state park lands surround a private
SublelSIOI‘I located atythe co%ﬂuence of Funny Rn?er and the Kena‘xm Rlve? Total Kenai
River frontage is slightly more than one-half xmle The fourteen acre parcel provides
sanitary facilities, a floating dock, day use parking and a smail camping area.

The topo iphy of the FunnK River site is rolling and gently sl(fapes north and west toward
th e Kenai River. At the sout east corner of the site 1s a steeg‘l orested A well drained

approximatel 00 feet wide, fronts on the Kenai River. For more information
on tlns area, see the ver segment descriptions, starting on

Analysis

Three river miles upstream of the Funny River uml% y bridge over the Kenai River
is proposed The bridge will connect the Sterlin h Funny River Ro
y shortenin dg travel time and dlstance 10 Rlvet‘s south shore. This bridge will
%mrrllgdxately place additional demands on the south shore for recreational access an
acilities

Des ite it's proximity to the bridge crossing, this pr pertgr terrain and wetlands make it an
ely can%xdate fg' future recr%ano l%’v«s opment should be managed as open

dpace and resource protection land. The 14 acre parcel of Funny River should be
loped to continue provide day use, tent camping and lower impact recreational uses.

EVOS funding has been secured to provide an improved floating dock, bank
revegetation, walkways and fishin g latforms at fourteen acre parcel. this site.
Construction of the project shoul in the spring of 1997.

Recommendations

1. Acquisitions

Land Acquisition: East half of Section 32 l?ﬂg south of the Kenm River, TSN, ROW,
S.M. This l4l-acre ?arcel adjacent to the y River unit of the KRSMA_ is
state-owned land with an approved selection by the Kenai Peninsula Borough.

2. Bank Restoration

Once the new revegetatl roject i in place gta e Recreation Site) and the
fishing platforms are_ i ed! the Division o Parks shoul close the remainder of the
frontage to bank fishing to protect the restoration project from foot traffic.



3. Camping Closure
The Division of Parks should pursue ions that would close the two

gg%%viglgoped parcel downstream of the Funny River confluence to overnight

4. Regulatory and Informational Signing

Regulatory and informational signs, which identify park boundaries, inform visitors
of tions, and provide information about the riparian resour.
Separk lations,nd previde information sbot e nparian rescarces hould be

5. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a detailed survey of the site’s cultural
resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site’s resources as a first step in formu-
lating a long term management strategy for this unit.

6. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a
site stewardship program for this site.



Honeymoon Cove
River Mile 13

Acreage 430.68

Legal Description L
Township 5 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 7. Lot 15

Section 18: Lots 4-7, 10-13

NE4SW4

E2NW4
Site Description

This 430 acre unit in the lower River is located on the south shore and encompasses 1 1/4
miles of shoreline. Vegetation is a compiex pattern of wetlands, with ty%lca.l agses an(
sedges, and well drained upiands of mixed spruce and birch forest. The floo dplam in this
River segment is quite narrow, often extending less than 50 feet from the ordinary hlg‘([)l
;vater line. The floodplain is wider at several points, attaining a maximum width of 8

eet.

a.

Privately owned lands surround the Honeymoon Cove site. Castaway Cove is a small-lot
recreational subdivision. Kenai Riverbend Campground and Riverquest are

privately operated campgrounds with camping units and boat launches. These

facilities are available to the public on a fee basis. Recreational use of this unit is the
heaviest during sockeye season. The River adjacent to the unit is heaviiy used
throughout the fishing season. Three popular fishing spots, Honeymoon Cove,
Falling-In-Hole, and The Pillars. are located in the area.

Honeymoon Cove is undeveloped but has two defacto boat-in t_:am_l;ilsites. A local
rgmdgnttlﬁ access road traverses the northwest comer of the unit. There are many cultural
sites in this area.

Analysis
The number of public boat launches and campgrounds in this area continue to suggest

that new facility development on the state land is unnecessary. The unit should
continue to be managed for habitat and cultural resource protection.

The Department of Fish and Game, with DNR's concurrence, has closed the river
b:lnk from mile 12.5 to mile 13 to bank fishing during the second run of sockeye
salmon. |

Recommendations
1. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division should erect regulatory and informational signs which identify park
boundaries and inform visitors of p?rk regulations and prgefde informatic:fly a%out the
importance of the riparian resources.

2. Bank Fishing Closure

The Division of Parks should request that ADF&G close the river gank from mile 13
to approx. 13.5 to bank fishing during the second run of sockeye fishing.

3. Cultural Resources Survey

A detailed survey of the sites cultural resources should be conducted, the survey will
inventory and assess the site's resources and a long term management plan will be
developéd for the site.



4. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division should, in conjunction with int ed i , devel i
T Iy shlx on <h nC thf;lsite. interested community groups, develop a site

5. Camping Closure

The Division should pursue regulations that would close this parcel to
overnight camping.



Izaak Walton
River Miles 36

Acreage 8.4

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian

Parcel #1: Starting at the Southwest corner of Lot 6, Section 7, TSN, R8W, go South 0°08' East
a distance of 888.1 feet to the center of road to corner no. 1, which is the true point of beginning;
then North 73°5' West along the center of the road a distance of 727 feet to corner no. 2; thenina
southwesterly direction a distance of 515.6 feet plus or minus, along the line of mean high water
of Moose River to point no. 3; then a distance of 108 feet plus or minus, to point no. 4 along the
line of mean high water of Moose River to Kenai River; then a distance of 75.3 feet plus or minus,
to point no. 5 along that river; then upstream a distance of 808.6 feet plus or minus, at mean high
water along Kenai River to point no. 6; then North 0°08' West 150 feet to point no. 7; then South
89°57' East a distance of 208 feet to point no. 8; then North 0°08' West 213.9 feet to point no. 1,
which is the true point of beginning.

Parcel #2: Starting at the Southwest corner of Lot 6, Section 7, TSN, R8W, go South 0°08' East
" a distance of 1,102.0 feet to corner no. 1, which is the true point of beginning; then North 89°57"
West 208.0 feet to corner no. 2; then South 0°08' East 150 feet plus or minus to corner no. 3,
which is a point at mean high water of the Kenai River, then Southeasterly a distance of 238 feet
plus or minus, along the line of high water of that river to comer no. 4, which is a point 268 feet
plus or minus, South 0°08' East of corner no. 1, then North 0°08' West 268 feet plus or minus to
corner no. 1, which is the true point of beginning, containing one acre plus or minus.

Site Description

lzaak Walton is located at thg confluence -ﬂ,f (?e Kenai and Moose ers in the community of
Sterling and has frontage on both nvers. mventory inclu es a 25 unit campground,
day use parkm samtary facilities, and a boat launch. Purchased by the Izaak Walton ez;g{ge and
resold to the state, 1t 1s One ot the most highly developed and the most intensively used

state park units on the Kenai River.

Topct)_Fraphy a]on% the waterﬁ'ont is flat, nsmg rapidly 40 feet to the level of the Sterling Highway.
t area 18 Wi ¥ear floodplain. The s1te is forested with mature white spruce
a proxlmate 60 feet t Foo affic has damaged much of the brush vegetation along the
oreline, de g habltat values.

Existing recreational uses center on oyvernight camping and sport ﬁshmg from the bank. The

sockeye fishery occurs on both river frontages (Kenai and Moo h d significant bank erosion has

occurred as a result of uncontrolled access. The September 1995 Hlood maﬁuﬁ the existing

i:ros;on ptmtt)‘l n and | m 1996 the Division of Parks administratively closed the Kenai River
rontage to foo

Important prehistoric cultural resources are located at this site. Preliminary tests and partial

excavanons suggest that occupatxon by Eskimo groups began ap roximately 2, 200 years ago and
was followed g askan occupation which Continued until after contacg European
explorers in 1780. The site 1s listed on the National Register of Historic Places

For more information on this area, see the River segment descriptions, starting on page



Analysis

Izaak Walton ig a v opular site. In order to reduce the adverse impacts of such hea
visitation, g;_e&evel%rgn?erﬁ project inclyding rcmeg vehicle cxrculalt%%, redefined parldvx{é IO
Bavmg,, definition of camping areas, and a system of traffic barriers was completed in 1988%.

espite these improvements, demands for camping, day use and boat launch parking far exceeds
the available space.

Recommendations
1. Fishing Facilities e
The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should construct a network of walkways and

shing platforms on both river frontages to protect ripanan on and cultural resource. The
re-cst%tﬁishmem otp vegetation is agt?r%portapm component of this plan

2. Closures

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should evaluate the river frontage at [zaak Walton

once the fishing platforms and waikways are installed and determine which areas need to be
closed to access to further protect riparian habitat.

3. ADA Accessiblilty

The Divisign of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should construct ﬁshm(g latforms and associated
wafkwl:)lrs %m the existing day use parking area to the Moose River orpgstgmg opportunities.

4. Sanitary Facilities

The two aging vaulted latrines at Izaak Walton need replacement. The tanks may be compromised
and leaking liquids into the ground.



Kenai Keys
River Miles 43.3, 45

Acreage 249

Tgcvtmsgoriuf 5 ﬁttl)r&h, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian .
i
g%tlfn 36: Lots 2, 3, 5-8, 12- 33, and Tract "B", Stephankie Alaska Subdwnslon, ASLS

gm'n‘S “;l4ered |sland located

hmth S};{
ts 2 dm the Kenai Keys Road R/'W d Stephanki
Lo aska Subamslon, ASLS #73 146 g the | and Step ©

Site Description .

L. catedatvaerMile StheK tstheu permoststate ark unit on the
R?ver i% pomon o Eocateﬁ on the er's no s gre

encompassw acres. K s contains a 9 e Rlver’s south shore
at RM 4 Thls undevelop p borders the Kenm Natwnal e to the east,
thus rov1 %( direct access to recreanonal resources of those federal ands ccess 1s by
foot trom the Kenar Keys Road or by boat.

The park comprises two dxstmct topographical types. Most of the area 1s rollin h.llﬁ
elevated an average 20 eet above smgl-:p epressions. The second OPO ghl
type 18 gn extensive wetl (fnan in the umt's west portion, between uplan

o the
east and privately-owne ds to the west.

Fi d tat val Kenai Keys hl erﬁ'o tr ed
et i s e Ko e ek Bt ety

ocumented nearby lands in this River stretch are
re atxvely undlsturbed b%devel ment actmtles or land ased travel, the local bear

ulation 1s judged to able. The Kenai it of rtant b
E Er nanhgrauonuctgx%d dor an rov:desek eys ?dlenusgp areag ohrnll?rpg% c%}tlcehotr‘zgons of
e urin, wse con ons are decliming due to agin;
degauous %ecfespamf t}a{g advance l'toe spruce. & aene

Fish nft values are also very ro%h tudt{es indicate that the vaer in river area in the
qInt remely al?n ctiv on s concen hratlons of
vht t so ey:ns h;h ve eenobser\tr t mt s area, These waters
ar r rainbow trou etr springtime spawnin:

t;on ubmer unes upstream o own to be trout
ate aleo %?*snat rapongny habita fo {8 Pt springtime spawning
spawning grounds.

Analysis

The bank of the Kenai River in the vicinity of the Kenai Keys unit is composed of .
actxve y-eroding gravel bluffs g 1n hieight from five t? 30 feet. In the lower portion of

roperty, reca*ntl upro t trees own as SW out over t e Rlver and testt?y
to t e erosnon The ope o p&er to the River

0 Creek confl uence gth fish habjtat
whtch must be respected. No qccess 8| ould ?eveloped to the Ri er in lgs a.rea]
Because t nv ont area air yreeetm unng the soc eye s 3
grea s(lfilgclllld be closely monitored to ensure t habltat natural values are not lost or
egra

The Kenai Keys unit borders lands that the Kenai National Wildlife Refu ¢ recently

purc froin the Kenai Native Association. There is an opportunity ft or both agencies to
mangggonetr lands in a cooperative effort to protect habitat, cultural resources, and outdoor
recr purposes

The Kenai K andKenmNatlonalWildhfeReﬁx area supports a large portion of
angler ort g the second run of sockeye sa.lmon. Itisalsoa PogurFar lzirt.ea for fall
silver salmo Management of this site should continue to focus on protecting
fish and wnldhfe hagttat and continuing to provide access to fishermen.



Recommendations

1. Cooperative Management and Day use Facilities

Jhe Division of Parks and the Kensj N n’bd;ﬁ ccems
m%'g?:i agllmeg to wnng:fﬁm ‘E@b‘ . l:;hmg

2. Closures to Camping
The Division should pursue regulations that will close this unit to bveﬁiight camping.

3.Bankﬁshing Closures

t this unit should be
needs be clo 8 %oot trau%c (to pmm% o detmerm)me if portions of the pareel

4. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division of Parks and Qutdoor Recreation should erect regulatory and
informational si which identify park boundaries and inform visit f
regulations and %%’wde mf::rmatlon about the riparian resources ors of park

5. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conducta detaxled survey of the site’s cultural
resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site’s resources as a first step in formu-
lating a long term management strategy for this unit.

6. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a
site stewardship program for this site.



Kenai River Flats
River Miles 5.8

Acreage 685.85

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridan
Section 16: Lots 1-10

SE4

NW4NW4

SE4SW4

Township § North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian
Section 15: Lot 8

NW4SE4

N25wW4

N2S2Sw4

Site Description

This unit consists almost entirely of wetlands, and i 1s well known for the annual stagm
of snow geese and other waterf; owl gunng the sp ds, at o erally first :
in April, remaining in the area until ice-bound areas er no as
Snow geese con e here at one as well as swans, -ﬁ,w’ white-fro m53
mallards, pi eons cran .other waterfowl es Flats also prowdu an
important restmg an eeding area for migratory waterft

- The flats are also a year-round range for a small herd of lowland caribou. Caribou are often seen
fro?n r%adways and )t’he River, and are a popular attrac?fog folrmwddhfe viewing and photography.

100- te ext Kenai Ri mile in width.
gRlVCl' erelsp%nmfﬁm cmauons&vammegpeu a:tneep
and muddy shoreline. e ice floes are winter months

The Bridge Access Road S}’arren Ames Brldge) traverses the unit, with gravel pullouts at
bridge sne serving as wildlife observation points. There are aplproxlmate ag
a public restroom, pxcmc tables and interpretative signing. Otherwise, the area is un eveloped

There are two distinct upland areas in the Kenai River Flats unit, One area is immediat
upstream of the Warren Ames Bnd t% e, known locally as Birch Island. Tlus 1sland" of well-dramed
ground surrounded by wetlands is thou t to contain numerous cultural sites and resources. The

other upland area is located at River 8 an consists of a Jprommate ly 30 acres. It
occupies a bench about 50 feet above the ivef, with mature mixed forest of birch and spruce
typical of the region. It contains many cultural sites.

Recreational use of the area is limited. the s waterfowl migration, as many as 400
E hotographers and sightseers visit the m Il?xsm\lngsltanon is oougatl I almost entlrely to the
ighwa corndor the pullouts at the bnd (] crossnﬁmSport fishin &ll;rom boats i 1s in

during salmon season (June and July on season (August and September).
Shore ﬁshmg in the vicini the bn':ilge 18 moderate to heavy for hooligan in May and during
personal use dipnetting in une and J The area is heavily used for waterfowl hunting during

the fall, because of its accessibility to local residents.

Analysis
This area should be managed for habitat o blic information/interpretation and
coxlmnued access for persgnal use dipn Intex%rgtuanon should continue to focus on wildlife,

waterfowl, estuarine wetlands, estuarine fi. resources, and the marine mammals that use
Kenai River .

New facilities should respond to existing demands and activities rather than attract new visitors or



activity types from other areas. Theenstmg facility is adequate but the parking area should be
delineated (within the existing fill footprint) and platforms or walkways installed along the
perimeter of the parking area to facilitate viewing, picnicking and additional interpretative displays

Recommendations:
|.. Cultural Resources Survey

A detailed cultural resources survey should be conducted The survey will invent d assess
the gite': resources and a long tert:y management plan will be developed. iventory an

2. Facility Improvements at Warren Ames Bridge

The Division of Parks should install grated platforms adjacent to the existing fll o provide an
area for wildlife viewing, day use and access to the dip net fishery. Delineation of parking spaces
and new interpretative panels should be inciuded in the project

3. Cultural Site Stewardship

The Division of Parks should , in conjunction with iriterested community groups, develop a site
stewarldship program for this unit. d group P

5. Regulatory and Informational Signing

Regulatory and informational signs , which identify park boundaries, inform visitors of
gegt%;llelmgmr:s’ tatﬁd p{ovide 'mfonna%}g about the esma?ine resourcesa;hou?d be developecP
installed at this site.

ark
and



Kenai River Islands
River Miles 11-41

Acreage 63.80.

IT__egal ]?ngs%n et Range 8 West, S d Meridi
owns ot'th1 ( est, Seward Meridian

Section f7: Lots 10, 17g St’

Tow_nshlg S North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 6: 9-10

Section 7; Lots 2-4, 8, 11, 16

Section 18: Lots, 2, 3. 14

Section 19: Lots 3, 17

Section 30: Lots 2

Section 31: Lots 7, 10

Section 32: Lot 7_

Section 33: Lots 5, 8

Section 34: Lot 10 L
Township 5 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian
Section 36: Lot 2 within NE4

Site Description

Seventeen islands, spread between River Miles ¢ 11 and 41, are part of the Kenai River
Special Management Area. Parts of two of the islands are owned by Cook Inlet Region, Inc,
(River Mile 42.5). The rernamuég 15 islands are publicly owned in their entirety. They range in
size from less than one acre to 975 acres. The larger isiands are vegetated with typical niparian
species. including willow and cottonwood.. The small islands are scoured by winter ice and
support only smail woody and herbacious vegetation. All islands are subject to tlooding.

The islands are important habitat for bald eagle nestjng and ove_xwinted% Fish habitat values of
the isiands are some of the highest found a.urwhere in the Kenai River. The vegetated shorelines
provide cover for rearing fish'and the graveied ends of the islands are favored spawning areas.

Most of the islands are in the lower River where the most intense fishin take.:gl_ace. Existing
recreational use consists of random day use and bank fishing. The large Torested islands receive
more visitation than smaller isiands. Access to all of the islands is by boat.

]

\L
- -]

-

Analvsis

The Kenai River islands have traditionally been used for river recreation. Lower levels of use in
carlier years, coupied with the cieansing and rejuvenating actions of penodic floods, hzve aliowed
the 1slands to be seif-maintaining. The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation closed ail of
the islands to camping in the mid-eighties in order to protect their valuable nparian areas.
CUfﬁ.eé!l signing informs visitors that the islands are closed to camping and that open fires are
prohibited:

Many of the islands are beginning to show the effects of the expanding sockeye fishery. The
Division of Parks , in cooperation with Department of Fish and Game. closed the majority of the
torested, heavily vegﬁtated islands to bank fishing in the summer of 1996. This closure was in
ettect during the sockeye salmon run and was instituted to protect the riparian habitat of the
islands. Allg of the islands are susceptible to flooding at hxgg water periods and no facilities should
be located on these isiands.

Management should continue to consist of an assertive informational program that informs
visitors of the islands sensitive nature and the necessity for a pack-it-in/pack-it-out trash policy.



Recommendations , :
1. Land Acquisition: Lots 10, 17, Section 27, TSN, R8W, SM.

T}x{ﬁ)ngssu)m &t;t Parks should i mvesngath?l th potential f o( 8\u'c i g the other half of the islands

are owned Reglo Inc mclusxon in the Kenai River
pecial Management Area -

2. Bank Fishing Closure

The Di f Parks, i with the artment of Fish and Game, should continue t
cloge tmsnlglgn%s to bani:n é:s?h?x‘l’ Qn seeo[t)xﬁp &lmon run. Th DlVlSlOll o congnge

to monitor the islands and detemune more resmctlve closuru are needed in the ﬁnu
3. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should erect ory and informational si

hich iden ark boundaries and inform wvisitors of park ions (open fires, campi
E’shmg‘clomhitl"y&g, etc.) and location of facilities. P ons (open ping



Morgan’s Landing
River Miles 30-31

Acreage 299.50

Legal Description

Township 5 North. Range 9 West. Seward Meridian
Section 21: SWASE4

Section 28; Lots 2, 3, 7-9, 14, 15. NW4SW4 NE4NW4
Section 33:; Lot 2

Site Descnpuon

%o acc a3$@e acrc site ontbc of M@Em\m at Mile
) TS R e e g ot

organ

gbgr}agdkf% of th K Jjowl {ls, wx[h wellemed
zone ensnc on an eu m?

pruce, b &TP asm Jnd a a thin wider sto is prescnt.

owlands co st 0 sprucc ?{lpst and several sm
streams flow areas into

ﬁs iialxé%jcgomon of the uplﬁlld E%écu irg‘ cle &r muons

at
area lS ow
pepn i e titmp g ot e o °e°5v35“ e
sneo a,pp ar '? nﬂg] own as ? ut 1s even ore
crowded eye

al haznrds t th rela ¢ Riv M“"(',‘ %t;thc ggk etosion
Eavcagcen o%sa%% Ctp& T g‘ﬂ' oés wﬁﬁ °5°gz::y ‘ga J‘

sc%%eeeﬂnmﬁm cel i et Hoated off and

ﬁij “"ﬂ sv:l'.tf allocagg Jem ﬁ salvzﬁg much of the
ar%sggg%uo& Qwed lth&o vxsxon improve &c!cs sg to the sockeye ginhmg
h glﬁas ancho down a;hantaéle riverside

Epogpo

an cipauon o
ays an
Analysis .
tstan fth M ' di ,
ou s M of the ess i,an &ty& ve orc Chcas :
s sntc to
ea ‘ﬂ?ﬁg continued to ands
a'Po gc 3 Efto rotectc managed foot
ds T)oat acccs actmne suc m&o&t):,n
lands currently support the e
e Sin m:{s atbem%m‘g to ecu.re ad%ﬂ dﬁ % :rema. Tshsrstem
% gﬁx nver that mects
1sabilities Act
The low wetlands are not, smtable jon but become

VC SIOWCOVer.

avaﬂab je tor winter

These tactors ?%nﬁo Hm lo e or a
vear-roun mgng wer
tamping mﬁg ter cross-co :



ce sh c the K te
Tl‘%%‘aetc m%%% % opgr :::é[ 0?30 unteer m umts

Recommendations

1. Day Use Area

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should improve the existing day use

area by d g parking spaces, picnic sites, signs and a shelter for day-use
activities.

2. ADA Accuéibility

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation sh ¢t an accessible trail
system from the existing day use area to the nver for bank g opportunities.

3. Fishing Platforms and Walkways

The Dm;ilon of Parks and door g%ﬁn E:J%%ul ns}:;Et sftmshn'n% platfonns and
g_ orm that mects AD ¢ terminus o the accesslble

route.

4, Riverfront Camping Closure
E‘dheDmmsmf:nofParksandOUtdoorRecrmonshmﬂdcl nverﬁ'on eg:s_“hlgh

O Ur 1
pnorfgi u Mo 's and adm% ) s orliel?
encouraged uate campmg picnicking sxtw e:ust 1 the uplan areas
5. Acquisition :
CkInletRegl Inc. (CIRI) is the owner of ferallar arcels adjacent
o Mo ey m" is prmarily wetlands and ;‘:‘:’ an?s?on":fsp%r
and Ou oor Recreatmn sho d investigate the potential for hasing this
The wetlands rec several small streams andseepsmthe state park and are
Lrnpo‘:"tant to the con: ued health of the 11 edparcel gould also provide
winter trails for cross country skiing, ski joring and dog sl
6. Regulatory/Informational Signing
The Division of Parks tdpor Recreation should atory an
informational s f a,:%g %énn%yorpark boundaries, provide ormatnon out river
resources and park regulations.



Nilnunqa
River Miles 36

Acreage 42.47

Legal Description

Township S North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian
Section 7: Lot 10

Site Descrioti

This 42 acre mte contams significant cultural r m &notably a prehistoric village.
The 1s undevelo .onthe re of the Kendi River at its
uence with the Moose River. It is accesﬁy road trom the Funny River Road.

Accordm to archaeological observat:ons, the village site contains about 40 housepits of
origin or function. Detailed description of the area awaits proper archaeological
excavatlon, testing and inventory.

The sﬂée is 51% on ;tvgf) terracetl separated by a small, steep bluff to {hf River. Th:n di
er ve enai River, occupies approximate is
s R e
")
is 15 to 25 feet above the Kenm“ River surfa.c:ery 1S rest in wh1te spructl.'.J Iz;nd grlr':l?e

This pro has been experiencing some recreational mainly during the
sockeye ggstyon This use R;sn g ed the banks and tl:le% has be%n somge erosion

occurring. The D1v1s10n determined that the cuijtural features and the riparian area were

being damaged 3' this use and a Director's Order closing the banks to foot traffic
was issued 1n 19

Analysis
Consistent with the Division of Parks and Qutdoor Recreation's goal of preserving and
interpreting Alaska's cultural heritag %l}lhe Nilnunqa snte should be managed and developed
to emphasize Cook Inlet rehlstory ro rty sh ou be managed for culturai
resource objectives and recreatlo ould occur only if they are compatible with
those objectives.

Recommendations

1. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a detailed survey é)f the site's cultural
resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site's resources as a first step in
formulating a long-térm management strategy for this unit.

2. Cultural Resource Management Plan
Ew L e mﬂ’&“&ﬁﬁ?"i&"&% "
onc

ow e sife aﬁ nsr e pjan should consider
esxteo e a epan o
consx ub cuseo J
eve

twns, and the WMW "{wré,‘:?"o loglé:l

3. Site Stewardship Program

The Division of Parks sho ld unctl ested co lo a
sntee stewwlardslg p program for s sxt Ho(s)tn d :rrecnmmtzgc?l‘il& 18 but P




Pillars
River Mile 12.3

Acreage 15 acres
Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range lOWest,Sewu'dMendxm
Section 7: Lot 17

S » D - 3

the old Kenai Bridge piers that were placed i
3 ocatedmtgeoneof the egtstret ofthl::l
ominate the sxte and the area adjacent to the river

i n the property and 6 5 de:t%lm
fx?%g %?6 Kenax Rlver Comprehensx% s d‘a“gPlan asg 3 n . was

public facility. The existing ramp, road access and the undeveloped nature of th t :n;t»ro
were all reasons this site was recommended for future acquisition and developm

The Alaska Dﬁmmem of Flsh and Game's ADF&G Sportﬁsh DIVISIO!I purchased the
propertym 1992 as a part of ongoxgg rfish m Fund m}% for the
gram was provnded gry eral Aid to Sport Fi orati

nl ed to as Dingell ~-Johnson funds. The tur facthtes eretobe
%y the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreuuon ¢ s W

DP Rand ADF&G reahzedthattheundlsturbedbankswould soonbe
ublic use. So a land m ement strate&was develo that closed e ro to

shing buyt allowed the public to access aggg
o] phacs oF Con ey el taperpretative o e ad, m
e of co on c access ro
lot,. watelrJ well and additional restrooms are ail art of gad ] 18

ed to provide boat launching, parkin; and toxlet faclh es for the boatm blic,
Thegpl:'opertypremmns closed to bn&c% 8 there are no camping or plcmgc ilities.

Analysis

The Pillars is located in a section of the river that expenencec heavy boat traﬁic but the
T%lan ad]acent to the nver for many mles upstream

? ownstream are undev:

amp should improve access to this stretc of the nver and the lumtatxon of use
to rest stops or boat launching should blend wath the existing landscape.

Recom tions

1.Facility Management

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreatwn should contmue to clo'f ¥lmomtor

this site to insure that the boat launching activities do not interfere with the boats docking
to use the toilet facility.

2. Acquisition : ‘ : :

Cook Inlet R Inc. (CIRD) i er fa arcel of land upstream of the
1?12:3 The pggl onr’ty lg v(aluab le :1’ the oo "lgrﬁje vmgn should“:nvestlgate the

potential for purchasmg

3. Regulatory/Informational ngnmg 7

The Division of Parks and Outdoo; Recrquon should and mformatxonal

m%ns, which identify park boundufes rm vnsxto tmns and provide

ormation about restomtxon project and e lmportance of nparnan resources.



Pipeline Crossixig
River Mile 17

Acreage 19.97

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 19: Lot 16

Site Description

This 20 acre unit is located on the south shore of the River, du’ opposite ﬁ'on
Poacher's Cove, a private smail-lot recreational tﬁl e site is travers 5 an

underground gas pipeline, and still shows evidence of e land clearing conducted

the pipeline's construction. Second etation and the surrounding undxsturbed
vegetation is riparian, composed of willow, alder. cottonwood and other water-tolerant
species.

The site is entirely within the 100-year floodplain. occu a lowland bench several feet
above the Rlver'y normal water sgrface elevgt%% pying

For more information on this area, see the River segment descriptions starting on
Analysxs

The Pipeline Crossing i 1s road accus:ble, but there is no "legal” road access to the
snte e topography of the site and |t'.vﬂ:‘» ximity to the gas line should
preclude any evelopment of the site. The Pxpehne Crossing should continue to be
managed for open space and habitat purposes..

Recommendations:
1. Bank Restoration

The riverbank in the downstream portions of the property is extremely impacted by
bank fishermen. Efforts should be made to secure funding to provide bank restoration.



Slikok Creek
River Mile 19

Acreage 37.14

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian
Section 36: Tract“A", Slikok Creek Alaska Subdivision

Site Description

The Slikok Creek site is located at River Mile (R) 19 in the
lower River, below the Soldotna Bridge. The 40 acre site is
accessible By road through a residengial neighborhood and by
foot trail from Kenai Peninsula Community College.

Slikok Creek bisects this recreational site, and drains
nelghborlng wetlands before emptying into the Kenai River.
As the creek passes through the site, it meanders within the
Kenai River's floodplain. Slikok Creek is an anadromous
stream with a small, returning population of king salmon.

Pink salmon use the first 100 yards of Slikok Creek for
spawning.

Uglands north and south of the creek descend steeg, forested
bluffs 40 feet to Slikok Creek and to the Kenai- River. The
uplands and slopes are densely forested with white spruce,
birch and willow. Creek bottomland has old-growth cottonwood
and a variety of understory brush species.

The Slikok Creek site is a well known shore fishin? area and
receives heavy use during the fish;ng.season. Loca ,
residents use the site fOr shore fishing and tent camping;
boaters use it for camping and day activities such as
%1cn1ck1ng. Improvements on the site include sanitary

acilities, stairways, a parking lots and trails to either
side of the Slikok/Kenai confluence.

For more information on this area, see the River segment
descriptions, starting on

Analysis

Slikok Creek is within the Soldotna citg limits, in a
rapidly expanding area. Land access to the site is via
residential roads. Because of its physical configuration,
the site is capable of supporting only a moderate level of
activity. Despite these limitations, the Slikok Creek site
provides an important recreational opportunity for local
residents and for boaters.

EVOS Marine Recreation and Restoration funding has been

secured and is earmarked for trails, stairways, gratewalks

and fishing platforms at Slikok Creek. The design work for
i

d
the projec S underway and the project should start up some
time in 1998



Recommendations

1. Bank Restbration

Additional EVOS funding should be secured to provide for
additional bank restorgtion and revegetation.p

2. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a
detailed survey of the site's cultural resources. The
survey will inventory and assess the site's resources as

a first step in formulating a long term management
strategy for this unit.

3. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested

community groups, develop a site stewardship program for this
site.








