
State of Alaska
Department of Natural Resources

 Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
Office of History and Archaeology

Alaska Heritage Resources Survey
OHA Workshop 

Jeffrey Weinberger, M.A. AHRS Manager

April 21, 2026
XMH-00609

SEW-00040

ANC-00024



Fawn Cropley
Archaeologist I
AHRS new data entry 
fawn.cropley@alaska.gov

Jeffrey Weinberger
Archaeologist II
AHRS Manager
jeffrey.weinberger@alaska.gov

AHRS Staff

Mary Sine
Natural Resources Specialist II
AHRS spatial, legacy data 
mary.sine@alaska.gov

Rachel Carraway
Natural Resources Technician III
AHRS data entry
rachel.carraway@alaska.gov

Office of History and Archaeology 
(OHA) 13th floor - Atwood Building, 
Anchorage, Alaska.

mailto:fawn.abt@alaska.gov
mailto:jeffrey.weinberger@alaska.gov
mailto:cory.glover@alaska.gov
mailto:Rachel.carraway@alaska.gov


2026 OHA Workshop – AHRS Presentation - Outline

• AHRS Summary

• AHRSPortal Development

• Questions



What is the Alaska Heritage 
Resources Survey (AHRS)



AHRS = 
Physical and 
Digital data. 



AHRSPortal Home Page



AHRSPortal Available Modules



AHRS Locations - State Overview



AHRS Cultural Resources Record Density Map by Quad
• AHRS Module records = 51,900 (+500) 

• Site records = 37,100 (+250)
• Building records = 11,400 (+200)

• Projects = 21,550 records (+340)
• References = 15,850 records (+5)
• Doc Repo = 20,850 records (+390)
• DOE = 12,100 records (+270)
• Nat Reg = 1,170 records (+10)

AHRSPortal  Users = 675 active users. 
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DOE
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Resources 

Survey

Human Environment: 
 Human Modifications 
(Everything Cultural)

Section 106
Process

Decision Point

Decision Point

Decision Point

AHRS in the National Register Process



AHRS Limitations

 Those limitations are usually mitigated by qualified cultural resources staff as part of the Section 106 process.

 AHRSPortal limitations are not mitigated when:

 AHRSPortal Mapper is considered a presence/absence data set; 

 AHRS information is used at face value

1. The AHRS contains over 55 years of collected data. 

2. The AHRS follows National Register Program guidelines. 

3. The AHRS was physical before it was digital; unscanned documents are at OHA.

4. The AHRS started out with index cards for site attributes and quad maps for locations.

5. Several OHA staff have worked on the database. 

6. The AHRS is not comprehensive. 

7. Only a small portion of Alaska has been systematically surveyed for cultural resources (< 5%) 

1971: AHRS Founded
5 x 8 Index Cards – Paper 

Quad Maps

1985: AHRS Goes 
Digital

Personal Databases

2003: Archaeology 
Database 

Maintenance System

2005/2006 
Integrated Business 

Suite (IBS)

2022 AHRSPortal



Data Sensitivity 
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Important AHRSPortal Development Dates

January 2020 – State programmers request that OHA redevelop 
database (Oracle to MS SQL).

November 2022 – AHRSPortal online.

August 2023 – AHRS-IBS shut down.

May 2024 – AHRSPortal Programmer Retires.

September 2024 – New Programmer Hired.

AHRSPortal 2025 Context
1971: AHRS Founded

5 x 8 Index Cards – Paper 
Quad Maps

1985: AHRS Goes 
Digital

Personal Databases

2003: Archaeology 
Database 

Maintenance System

2005/2006 
Integrated Business 

Suite (IBS)

2022 AHRSPortal



AHRSPortal Development 2025 Context

Question: How can the AHRSPortal further support these efforts

Answer = Initial Review and Compliance Consultation (e-106)

State Administration - Streamlining and Efficiency

OHA’s Review and Compliance – upward of 2000 project reviews a year.

Project Reviews = 30-day review period. 

Inconsistent information and little to no literature review = Long review process.

RevComp staff = three full time staff and other qualified OHA staff if needed. 



2025-2026 AHRSPortal Development Goal

AHRSPortal Data Submission Module 
– Review and Compliance

Consistency through:
1. Dropdowns
2. Entity Module Data
3. Radio Buttons
4. Minimal Open Text Fields

Mapper Search will include 
1. AHRS
2. DOE
3. NRN
4. Project 
5. Document
6. MTRS



2025-2026 AHRSPortal Development List
1. Determination of Eligibility Spatial Layer,

2. National Register Nomination Spatial 
Layer,

3. Meridian Township Range Section Search,
1. Copy and Paste function.

4. Project Module Search (by MTRS),

5. Document Module Search (by MTRS),

6. AHRS User Profile Update (Entities 
Module),

7. Consultants List (Entities Module),

8. Reclassified Individual AHRS Users as 
Individuals,

1. Separated Individuals from 
Organizations.

2. List associated entities under 
Organizations.

9. Revised Grid for Review and Compliance 
staff, more informative,

10.Upload Shapefile Tools/Functions, 
1. large polygons,
2. datums

11.Upload File Tool Revisions



AHRSPortal Mapper



AHRSPortal Mapper – DOE Layer



AHRSPortal Mapper – National Register Nomination Layer



AHRSPortal Mapper – Meridian, Township, Range, Section



AHRSPortal Mapper – Project, Documents by MTRS



•  Determination of Eligibility and National Register Nomination Layers can be identified 
and searched through the AHRSPortal Mapper (i.e. by location). 

• Meridian, Township, Range, and Section (MTRS) data can be identified and copied in 
Mapper for your area of interest, then pasted in forms, reports, permit applications, etc.

• Project Module and Document Module records by associated MTRS fields.

• Provides a reliable alternative to lack of project polygon spatial data.
• 92 percent of Project Records have MTRS information
• 89 percent of Documents have MTRS information

• All results must be checked. 

• Not all AHRS data is digitized. 

AHRSPortal Mapper – Summary 



AHRSPortal Mapper – Entities Module

AHRSPortal Users can now fill in 
their address and phone number 
information. 



AHRSPortal – Entities Module



AHRSPortal – Cultural Resources Contractors List



2025-2026 AHRSPortal Development Goal

AHRSPortal Data Submission Module 
– Review and Compliance

Comprehensive Project Submission

Initial Database Review 

Consistency through:
1. Dropdowns
2. Entity Module Data
3. Radio Buttons
4. Minimal Open Text Fields

Mapper Search will include 
1. AHRS
2. DOE
3. NRN
4. Project 
5. Document
6. MTRS



Development Phase almost complete

Tested by OHA staff 

Revised

Tested by OHA staff and limited outside 
participants

Revised

Tested 

Released to Production - 2026
 

AHRS Data Submission Module – Next Steps



Expect Data Submission web pages for all major modules, 
including: 

Permits, Projects, AHRS, DOE, NRN. 

It is possible, if revised, that References may have a data 
submission webpage. 

AHRS Data Submission Module – Next Steps

Goal is to efficiently streamline data collection into the 
AHRSPortal and automate repetitive tasks where possible.



Questions?

• AHRS Summary

• AHRSPortal Development

• Questions



AHRS Website: 
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/ahrs/ahrs.htm

The End
Jeffrey Weinberger, M.A.
Alaska Heritage Resources Survey Manager
Office of History and Archaeology
Phone: (907) 269-8718/Fax (907)-269-8908 
Email: jeffrey.weinberger@alaska.gov
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