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What is the Alaska Heritage Resources Survey (AHRS)

The AHRS is a cultural resources data 
repository with information on almost 
48,000 reported cultural resources 
(archaeological sites, buildings, structures, 
objects or locations, etc.), from prehistoric 
to modern, and some paleontological sites 
within the State of Alaska.

Office of History and Archaeology (OHA) 
on the 13th floor of the Atwood Building, 
Anchorage. 



AHRS Module Record Density Map

• AHRS Module = 47,900 (+652) 
records

• Sites = 34,500 (+294)
• Buildings = 9,500 (+311)

• Surveys = 18,500 records (+200)
• References = 16,499 records
• Doc Repo = 17,750 records (+250)
• DOE = 10,200 Records (+300)
• Nat Reg = 1,100 records 



2018-2019 – New Version of the IBS
 Launched at the end of October

 Consisted of almost a year of rewriting and testing code

 Pros
 Is much faster across all types of connections,
 New underlying code makes changes easier to 

complete,
 Functions that maybe didn’t work so well, now 

work well. 
 AHRS filters

 Cons
 Doesn’t always play nice with current browser 

protections
 Pop-up blocker
 Unsafe scripts

 Connection issues; not terminating sessions
 Some functions that worked well before are 

broken or are continually breaking.  



2018-2019 – New Version of the AHRS Forms Website

New Version of 
Web Page. 

Focus on 
Organization

Introduces new 
AHRS Form and 
Instructions

Will also have New 
AHRS Project Form 
and Instructions 
soon



2018-2019 - AHRS Site Form Revision

• Developed in Word.
• Also in Excel. 

• More closely aligned with 
module fields.

• Also includes pages for site 
location, artifact summary 
tables, and representative 
photos.

• Can easily be changed. 



AHRS Form Instructions



OHA Archaeology Guidelines and the AHRS

Archaeology Guidelines are under development.
 A goal is to set minimum standards.

 Check out other state guideline documents.
 Chance for comments, what’s most important to you?

Guidelines for Conducting Fieldwork. 
 Archaeological Site - Specific Fields.

Proposed/Expanded Field List
AHRS Number
Site Name
Other Site Name
Associations
Description
Significance Summary
Location Information
Location Reliability
Owner Info
AHRS RESNAT = Site
Site Type = Default
Resource Description                  
Region = Land Resource Areas (2004)*
Physiographic Setting
Regional Geomorphological Setting
Local Environmental Setting
Site Soils and Stratigraphy 
Slope Angle
Drainage System
Closest Water Source
Distance to Closest Water Source 
Current Landuse
Surface Visibility
Surface Conditions
Investigation Type
Investigation Strategy
Site Length (m)
Site Width (m)
Site Stratigraphic depth (m)
Site Area
Confident of Site Boundaries = Yes/No
Estimated Percentage of Site Excavated
Time spent at Site
Weather conditions when inventoried
Artifacts Recovered - Y/N
Artifact Types
Condition Code
Period Codes
Associated Dates
Radiometric Dates 
Cultures
Historic Function
Current Function
Destruct Code
Destruct Year
Site Recording Date
Assigned To
Source Reliability
Date Issued
Card Status
Additional Comments

AHRS-IBS
 CRM Investigation Terms.

 Currently.
 Not well defined. 
 Not Promoted.

 Led to adapting own terms.
 Misclassification in the AHRS.



Earthquake Aftershocks North of Anchorage



OHA - Disaster Response Webpage



ArcGIS Online



ArcGIS Online – Explorer for ArcGIS
• Available for iOS and Android

• Can access public maps
• Don’t need an account

• Can utilize a variety of base maps 
available for your area of interest. 

• Explorer already has a number of 
tools built in. 

• It can access and use phone 
hardware, specifically GPS.

• Can access data wherever there is 
internet access



Other AHRS Topics

• Increased Use of GIS
• Anchorage/Mat-Su DOE and NRN 

Web Map

• Alaska Known Sites Database / FIRE

• Survey Layer Polygons / Survey Module
• DOT and BLM funding

• BLM Project Deadline

• Form and Module Changes to meet 
data request.

• Project polygons request to 
consultants and agencies



OHA Report Checklist. 

• Official OHA Guidelines as of 
1/1/2017 

• On OHA Website – Historic 
Preservation Series #3. 

• Are Agencies and 
Consultants using this? 

For the AHRS, the goal is to 
make reports both more 
informative and consistent.

“Good information in, 
Good information out.”



The End
Thank you for your time and attention

AHRS-IBS Presentation
Jeffrey Weinberger, AHRS Manager, 

Alaska Office of History and Archaeology
jeffrey.weinberger@alaska.gov
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