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1 Use this form to recommend a feature 
name or to suggest a name change. 
 
2. For features on Federal lands, 
coordinate requests with the agency 
(U.S. Forest Service, National Park 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, 
etc.) For the administrative area in 
which the land is located. 

 
3. On the reverse side of this form give 
information on the local usage and 
authority for recommended name. 
 
4. For more information about the 
Geographic Names Information System 
or the National Gazetteer Program, 
contact the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names at 703-648-4544. 

 
5. Return this form to: 
 

Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Geographic Names 
U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 

 
 

Action Requested 
 
Proposed New Name: 

 
 

 
Application Change: 

 
 

 
Name Change: 

 
X 

 
Other: 

 
 

 

 
 
Recommended Name: 

 
Souvenir Peak 

 
State: 

 
Alaska  

County or Equivalent: 
 
 

 
Administrative Area: 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
 

 
  

 
Specific Area Covered: 

 
Latitude: 

 
61 

 
° 

 
47 

 
‘ 

 
18.67 

 
“ 

 
N 

 
Longitude: 

 
149 

 
° 

 
3 

 
‘ 

 
9.03 

 
“ 

 
W 

 
Latitude: 

 
 

 
°
 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
NS 

 
Longitude: 

 
 

 
° 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
WS 
 
 

 
Center: 

 
 

 
Heading End 

 
 

 
Section(s
 

 
26&35 

 
Township(

 

 
20N 

 
Range(s) 

 
2E 

 
Meridian 

 
Seward 

 
Elevation 

 
5804’ 

   
Type of Feature (stream, mountain, populated place, etc.): 

 
Mountain 

 
Is the Feature identified (including other names), in the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)?  
 
Yes 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
Unknown 

 
 

 
If Yes, how is it listed? 

 
Arkose Peak (GNIS ID: 1854183) 

 
Description of feature (physical shape, length, width, direction of flow, etc.): 

 
The 5,804-foot summit at the NE end of Arkose Ridge. 3.5 miles ESE of Idaho Peak.   
 
Maps and other sources using 
recommended name (including scale 
and date).  

Other names 
(variants) 

Maps and other sources using 
other name or application 
(including scale and date).  

  Arkose Peak:  USGS 1979, 2016, 
2023. 

 Tsida K’ae 
Dghilaaye’(Ahtna 
name): Shem Pete’s 
Alaska: The Territory 
of the Upper Cook Inlet 
Dena’ina, 2016 (pg 
297).  

 



 K’ae Dghelaaye’:  
Shem Pete’s Alaska: 
The Territory of the 
Upper Cook Inlet 
Dena’ina, 2nd Edition, 
2003. 

 

Souvenir Peak: Will Hersman’s 
History Corner, Mountaineering Club 
of Alaska Scree, 1986, 1987, 1991, 
2000, 2019. 

  

  
 
 

Name information such as origin, meaning of the recommended name, historical significance, biographic data (if 
commemorative), nature of usage or application, or any other pertinent information: 
 
 This proposal was submitted by the chair of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA) Geographic Names Committee to 
change the name of the current “Arkose Peak” to “Souvenir Peak” to recognize the name in local use. Located in the 
Talkeetna Mountains and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, the summit rises 5,804 feet. 
 Although the federal Board of Geographic Names (BGN) approved the name “Arkose Peak” for this peak in 1969, USGS 
maps mislabeled the name. Over the subsequent 50 years, the incorrect location became accepted as correct, and the 
originally named “Arkose Peak” was called “Souvenir Peak” by the local population instead.  
 According to the proponent, “It was published in Willy Hersman’s History Corner article that appeared in the August 
1986 edition of Scree, the monthly newsletter of the MCA. The name “Souvenir Peak” had been used for nearly 20 years 
(since at least 1968) but had been applied to various other features. Since Hersman’s article was published, the local 
mountaineering and skiing community has called the 5,820-foot peak ‘Souvenir Peak.’” The name appears in other MCA 
publications between 1986 and 2019. 
 The current “Arkose Peak” (proposed Souvenir Peak) and the neighboring Arkose Ridge are reported as the Ahtna name 
“Tsida K’ae Dgilaaye” in Shem Pete’s Alaska: The Territory of Upper Cook Inlet Dena’ina (Revised 2nd Edition, 2016, pg. 
297) by James Kari and James A. Fall, with principal contributor Shem Pete. Here, “Tsida K’ae Dghilaaye” means 
“Grandmother’s Place Mountain” in Ahtna (Kari & Fall, 2016, pg. 297). “Arkose Peak” also has an entry in Orth’s 
Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (1976), stating that the local name was reported in 1962 by USGS (pg. 87). There are no 
other records of different names for the 5804-foot summit.  
  
 
 

Is the recommended name in local usage? 
 
Yes 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
If Yes, approximately how many years? 

 
40-50  

  
 

Is there local opposition to, or conflict with the recommended name (as located)? None Listed  
 

For proposed new name, please provide evidence that feature is unnamed: N/A  
 

Additional information: 
The mountain is on State land in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in the Hatcher Pass Planning Area.  
 
Organizations for Consultation:  
Chickaloon Native Village 
Cook Inlet Regional, Inc. 
Cook Inlet Tribal Council 
Knik Tribal Council  
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska 
Native Village of Eklutna 
State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land, and Water 
State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Alaska State Parks, Mat-Su/Copper River Basin Region  
   

Copy submitted by: Name (first, M.I., last) 
 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Steve Gruhn 

 
Chair of Geographic Names Committee 

 8/4/2023 
 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 



 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

 
 

 
Copy Prepared by (if other than above) 

 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Judith E. Bittner 

 
SHPO 

 
(907) 269-8721 

 
 

 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 

 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources/Office of History and Archaeology 

 
550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 

 
Authority for Recommended Name: 

 
Mailing Address and Telephone 

 
Occupation 

 
Years in Area 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





Change application of Arkose Peak  
 

Proposal Information  
Proposed name Arkose Peak 
Proposal type application change to recognize present-day use 
Proponent Steven Gruhn, Chair / Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

Geographic Names Committee 
Date proposed 8/4/2023 
BGN case number 6108 
Quarterly Review List 453

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 61.770844, -149.069003 
Feature class summit 
Feature size Elevation 5,316 ft.  
Feature description Between the head of Lone Tree Gulch and the head of Iron 

Creek 
Name history Unknown 
USGS primary topo map Anchorage D-6 SW 1:25,000 
State(s) Alaska
County(s) Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Land ownership Alaska Department of Natural Resources   

 
BGN decisions 

 None 
Other Names 

 Unpublished names: None found 
 Published names:  Arkose Peak:  USGS 1985, 1994, 2023 

 
Case Summary 
This proposal, submitted by the chair of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA) Geographic 
Names Committee, is to change the application of the name Arkose Peak.  The current and 
proposed locations are within the Talkeetna Mountains and in Matanuska-Susitna Borough.  
 
In 1969, at the request of the MCA, the BGN approved the name Arkose Peak for the 5,804-foot 
peak in Sections 26 & 35, Township 20 North, Range 2 East; however, since 1985, USGS 
topographic maps have mistakenly placed the label, applying it instead to the 5,325-foot peak 
in Section 3, Township 19 North, Range 2 East, approximately 1.3 miles to the southeast of its 
intended location.  Because of the longstanding discrepancy, the incorrect location has become 
known locally as Arkose Peak.  The peak that was the subject of the 1969 decision has acquired 
the name Souvenir Peak (q.v.).   
 



The proponent writes, ow that the Anchorage D-6 SE and Anchorage D-S SW maps have been 
published (2023), local map users are questioning the placement of the Arkose Peak  label on 
the location now commonly known as Souvenir Peak  
 
He because the name Arkose Peak is now in common use for the 5,325-foot 
peak at the southeast head of Lone Tree Gulch, we propose to adjust the placement of the 
BGN-approved name Arkose Peak  
 
The proposed location is also closer to the main part of the ridge named Arkose Ridge.   
 

, although the 1969 
  The 

Alaska Board on Geographic Names minutes from the 1969 decision stated Arkose Peak was 
 but [a member] 

The Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (Orth, 1967) does not list the peak, and for the ridge 
simply notes  
 

Name Local application GNIS application 
Arkose Peak 5,325-foot peak  5,820-foot peak  
Souvenir Peak  5,820-foot peak  N/A 

 

 

Stakeholder Input   
Local government Matanuska-Susitna Borough  
State Names Authority  Alaska  
Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 

contacted under Policy X 
 

Other Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources   

 



Change Arkose Peak to Souvenir Peak 
 

Proposal Information  
Proposed name Souvenir Peak 
Proposal type make official name in local use 
Current official name Arkose Peak 
GNIS ID 1854183 
Proponent Steven Gruhn, Chair / Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

Geographic Names Committee 
Date proposed 8/4/2023 
BGN case number 6109 
Quarterly Review List 453 

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 61.7885220, -149.0525085 
Feature class summit 
Feature size Elevation 5,804 ft. 
Feature description At the NE end of Arkose Ridge, 3 mi. ESE of Idaho Peak, 3.5 

mi. WNW of Eska Mountain. 
Name history Unknown
USGS primary topo map Secs 26&35, T20N, R2E, Seward Meridian 
State(s) Alaska 
County(s) Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
PLSS Secs 26&35, T20N, R2E, Seward Meridian 
Land ownership Alaska Department of Natural Resources   

 
BGN decisions 

 Arkose Peak (1969)
Other Names 

 Unpublished names:  Souvenir Peak (local use) 
 Published names:  
o Arkose Peak:  USGS 1979, 2016, 2023 
o :   

2nd edition, 2003 
o : Alaska: The Territory of the Upper Cook Inlet 

 2nd edition, 2003 
o Souvenir Peak:  History Corner, Mountaineering Club of Alaska Scree, 

1986, 1987, 1991, 2000, 2019 
 
Case Summary 
This proposal, submitted by the chair of the Geographic Names for the Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska, is to change the name of Arkose Peak to Souvenir Peak to recognize the name in local 



use.  The summit has an elevation of 5,804 feet and is located in the Talkeetna Mountains and 
in Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 
 
Although the BGN approved the name Arkose Peak for this peak in 1969, USGS maps 
mislabeled the name and over the subsequent 50 years, the incorrect location became 
accepted as correct.  The name Souvenir Peak came into use for the BGN-approved Arkose 
Peak.  History Corner article 
that appeared in the August 1986 edition of Scree, the monthly newsletter of the MCA.  At that 
time the name Souvenir Peak had been in use for nearly 20 years (since at least 1968) but had 
been applied to various other features.   article was published, the local 
mountaineering and skiing community has called the 5,820-foot peak Souvenir Peak   The 
name appears in other MCA publications between 1986 and 2019.   
 

 

Stakeholder Input   
Local government Matanuska-Susitna Borough  
State Names Authority  Alaska  
Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 

contacted under Policy X 
 

Other Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources   

 







Decision Cards 

Filename 

Coordinates 

Sequence Coordinates 

61.7885220, -149.0525085 I 61" 47' 18.68" N, 149" 3' 9.03" W 

Government Units 

Sequence 

Map 

State or Equivalent 

Alaska 

Feature ID: 1854183 

Official Name: Arkose Peak

Sequence Number: 1 

County or Equivalent 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

Location DD: 61. 788522, -149 .0525085 

Location DMS: 61 • 47' 18.68" N 149
° 

3' 9.03" W 

61.7969383
°

, -148.9877999
°

, 14z 

Map State 

Anchorage D-6 SE AK 

-------------------.-..r,,rry•e.(Powered by Esri I The National Map Base Layer, The National Map + Aerial Imagery", Usa Topo 
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