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Office of History and Archaeology News 



Staff Updates: The State of Alaska currently has a hiring freeze in place and as of August 

29, OHA has five vacancies. Until hiring waivers are approved and positions are backfilled, 

current OHA staff are in acting status: Nick Schmuck, Acting State Archaeologist and Sarah 

Meitl, Acting Chief. As of September 15, 2025, Amy Hellmich is the new Acting Review 

and Compliance Coordinator. 

  

Effective October 24, 2025, John Crowther has been appointed the Acting DNR 

Commissioner following the stepping down of former Commissioner John Boyle. On June 

30, 2025, Governor Dunleavy appointed the DNR Commissioner to serve as Alaska’s 

Interim State Historic Preservation Officer. 

  

Contact Information: OHA encourages sending inquiries and requests to the email 

addresses listed below. 

To send by email: 

Section 106: oha.revcomp@alaska.gov 

State Permits: oha.permits@alaska.gov 

AHRS: oha.ibs@alaska.gov 

Grants: ohagrants@alaska.gov 

Surveys and Research: adam.brinkman@alaska.gov 

General Inquiries: dnr.oha@alaska.gov 

  

To send by USPS or other courier: 

            Alaska State Historic Preservation Office 

            c/o Office of History and Archaeology 

            550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1310 

            Anchorage, AK 99501 

  

America250 Program: The America250-Alaska planning team has accomplished the 

following tasks to encourage broad, statewide participation: 
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• Launched Website: https://america250.alaska.gov/, from which all Alaskans can 

submit organization activities to the online calendar; 

• Spotlight state and national activities via Facebook: America250Alaska; 

Instagram: alaskaamerica250; and YouTube: (coming soon); 

• Set up Email: america250@alaska.gov 

  

America250 Traveling Exhibit: The Alaska Office of History and Archaeology has created 

a traveling exhibit, Alaska’s Fields of Dreams: America’s Pastime in the 49th State, for the 

America250 Alaska project. The exhibit consists of nine free-standing, 80” x 33.5” banners. 

The banners tell the history of Alaska Baseball, from the Indigenous version of the game to 

the Alaska Baseball League. Reserving the exhibit is free, except for shipping. To learn 

more, contact OHA's exhibit coordinator, Rachel Carraway, 

at rachel.carraway@alaska.gov. 

  

The America250-Alaska coalition is growing. If you have questions, would like to learn 

more, or are interested in getting involved, please contact Katie Ringsmuth 

at katie.ringsmuth@alaska.gov. 

  

Federal Legislation 

  

On Wednesday, November, 12th, the President signed a short-term funding bill, ending the 

43-day long government shutdown, the longest in American history. The legislative package 

includes a “minibus” of three appropriations bills providing funding through September and 

keeps the rest of the government open at current levels through January 30th. 

  

On October 29, 2025, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee held a hearing 

to “examine the Section 106 consultation process under the National Historic Preservation 

Act (NHPA).” You can watch the archived webcast of the hearing here: Full Committee 

Hearing to Examine the Section 106 Consultation Process.  

  

National Register 

  

https://america250.alaska.gov/
https://america250.alaska.gov/events/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D61577638300402&data=05%7C02%7Cmario.ayerdis%40alaska.gov%7C0e9328b96167484e76e908de23d34797%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638987587500547897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sc5DVJfvzaazhsRQDs4zenFK4KstBmDs5Gs0wXYJXdM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Falaskaamerica250%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmario.ayerdis%40alaska.gov%7C0e9328b96167484e76e908de23d34797%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638987587500567156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bkeaHrgolcidxOTrHACiHgO2vpQ5SJQDCeOa1rM1jIU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:america250@alaska.gov
mailto:rachel.carraway@alaska.gov
mailto:katie.ringsmuth@alaska.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.senate.gov%2Fhearings%2F2025%2F10%2Ffull-committee-hearing-to-examine-section-106-of-the-national&data=05%7C02%7Cmario.ayerdis%40alaska.gov%7C0e9328b96167484e76e908de23d34797%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638987587500581363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xn0922mkVhGFkAT4CwphFl9f8RX9n2zodnapdgLfaHw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.senate.gov%2Fhearings%2F2025%2F10%2Ffull-committee-hearing-to-examine-section-106-of-the-national&data=05%7C02%7Cmario.ayerdis%40alaska.gov%7C0e9328b96167484e76e908de23d34797%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638987587500581363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xn0922mkVhGFkAT4CwphFl9f8RX9n2zodnapdgLfaHw%3D&reserved=0


With the reopening of the federal government, the National Register of Historic Places is 

pleased to resume operations. For updates on the adjusted 45-day review period, revised 

received dates, and historic tax credit-associated nominations, please reach out to Katie 

Ringsmuth at katie.ringsmuth@alaska.gov. For additional information about the National 

Register program, visit National Register of Historic Places (U.S. National Park Service). 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

  

As of Thursday, November 13, 2025, the ACHP has resumed normal operations, following 

the end of the government shutdown. Check the ACHP website for more news updates 

(Advisory Council on Historic Preservation) as they return to normal operations. 

  

eLearning 

ACHP announces that three of their eLearning courses are now back online! These include 

“What is Section 106?”; “What Now? Protecting Historic Properties During Disaster 

Response”; and “Section 304 and Confidentiality”. Visit the eLearning course webpage (e-

Learning Courses | Advisory Council on Historic Preservation) to check out these updated 

courses. 

  

Public Project Alerts 

  

Section 106 large project consultation in progress: 

• Graphite One Mine near Nome, USACE 

• Safer Seward Highway, MP 98.5-118, DOT&PF 

• Seward to Glenn Connection PEL, DOT&PF 

• Chilkoot National Historic Trail Comprehensive Trail Plan, NPS 

• Iditarod National Historic Trail Comprehensive Trail Plan Revision, BLM 

• Cook Inlet LNG, FERC 

• AK LNG, FERC 

• Ambler Mining District Access Road, AIDEA 

• West Susitna Access Road, USACE 
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Review and compliance agreement development for large projects in progress: 

• West Susitna Access Road, DOT&PF 

o Programmatic Agreement 

• USFS Heritage Program 

o Programmatic Agreement Amendment 

• USFS Sustainable Cabins 

o Programmatic Agreement 

• NPS Kennecott Maintenance and Operations 

o Programmatic Agreement Amendment 

• NPS Dyea and the Chilkoot Trail 

o Programmatic Agreement 

  

For information on how to participate in the process, or on how to review and comment on 

the above projects, contact Amy Hellmich, amy.hellmich@alaska.gov. 

  

Heritage subscription information 

Heritage is produced by the Office of History and Archaeology, Division of Parks and 

Outdoor Recreation, Alaska Department of Natural Resources.  Please send your 

comments, suggestions, and information by e-mail to dnr.oha.@alaska.gov, mail to 550 

West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3565, or telephone 907.269.8700.  

  

All issues are posted to our web site at dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/ and distributed to 

subscribers by e-mail.  A paper copy can be sent to individuals and organizations that 

specifically request it. 

To be added to the subscription list, please send an e-mail to dnr.oha@alaska.gov with 

“Heritage, subscribe” in the subject line. 

  

mailto:amy.hellmich@alaska.gov


If you do not wish to continue to subscribe to Heritage, please send an e-mail 

to dnr.oha@alaska.gov with “Heritage, unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

  

Much like the OHA office, the Heritage Newsletter is entering a stage of transition. We are 

working on updating our mailing list and delivery system. We will have more information 

on the future of the newsletter and its delivery soon. 

  

* * * * * * 

  

Preservation calendar 

2025 

  

2026 

  

March 2-5 – 2026 National Historic Preservation Advocacy Week 

  

March 25-28 – Joint Conference: Alaska Anthropological Association and Northwest 

Anthropological Conference, Western Washington University, Bellingham, Washington. 

  

July – Alaska’s Field of Dreams Game at Growden Memorial Park, Fairbanks. 

  

2027 

  

March 3- 7 – Sharing Our Knowledge conference, Ketchikan. For more information and 

volunteer opportunities, contact Joaqlin Estus at jmestus50@gmail.com 

                   

 


