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An old store built some 
time in the first decade of the 
20th Century is seen Monday 
after being unloaded at the 
Tanana River wayside along 
Chena Pump Road. The 
cabin is one of few surviving 
structures from the town of 
Chena. Chena was an early 
competitor to Fairbanks 
during the Fairbanks gold 
rush that was located near 
the confluence of the Chena 
and Tanana. The store was 
moved to the Weeks Field 
airport some time around 
the collapse of Chena in 
1917. The was later moved 
to the Barnette Street home 
of Alaska Stewart Linck and 
her son James “Jim” Moody.

The old store took an 
unusual route back to the 
old Chena townsite. Moody’s 
estate donated the historic 
building to Alaska State 
Parks. But earlier this 
month, Fairbanks police 
stopped the truck carrying 
the building on Airport Way 
for having improper oversize 

load markings and for not 
having insurance or current 
registration. Police directed 
the truck and its cargo to the 
city impound lot, where it 
spent a week. 

Truck driver Bob Darling, 
who volunteered to move the 
store because of his interest 
in the project,  got the truck 
out of the impound lot last 
week. It required showing 
the city proof of insurance 
and ownership as well as 
paying fees, he said. After 
getting the truck outside 
the impound lot fence on 

Wednesday, he and fellow 
historical preservationist 
Patty Peirsol returned on 
Thanksgiving to drive it the 
rest of the way to Chena 
Pump Road during the 
holiday lull in traffic.  

“It was a combination of 
‘Lassie Come Home’ and 
‘Free Willy,’” Peirsol said. 
Alaska State Park plans to 
put a temporary roof on the 
old store this week and later 
put up an interpretive sign 
about the old town of Chena. 
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SOURDOUGH JACK:

“I think deciding 
an election 
by coin toss is 
as sensible as 
finding a sword 
in a pond.”

The weather.

It will be a little 
warmer today with 
cloudy skies.

High today ..............25
Low tonight .............17
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Aurora forecast.
Auroral activity will be 
moderate. Weather per-
mitting, moderate dis-
plays will be visible over-
head from Utqiagvik to 
as far south as Talkeetna 
and visible low on the 
horizon as far south as 
Bethel, Soldotna and 
southeast Alaska.

This information is provided 

by aurora forecasters at 

the Geophysical Institute 

at the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks. For more infor-

mation about the aurora, 

visit http://www.gi.alaska.

edu/AuroraForecast
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Dodge, LeBon remain in tie until recount
By Erin McGroarty
EMCGROARTY@NEWSMINER.COM

Democrat Kathryn Dodge 
and Republican Bart LeBon 
remain tied in the House Dis-
trict 1 in Fairbanks after elec-
tion results were hand counted 
over the weekend and certified 
Monday. 

According to Division of Elec-
tions workers, every ballot from 
District 1 has been hand count-
ed with the exception of one 
ballot marked for Dodge that is 

being investigat-
ed as to wheth-
e r  i t  s h o u l d 
b e  c o u n t e d . 
A n  a u t o m a t -
ic recount has 
a l r e a d y  b e e n 
scheduled for 
Friday.

“This allows the division more 
time to investigate the ballot in 
question before making a deter-
mination on whether or not it 
should count,” said Josie Bahn-
ke, state elections director. 

T h e  b a l l o t 
under investiga-
tion was left in 
a secrecy sleeve 
on a table at 
Fairbanks Pre-
cinct No. 6 in the 
Shoppers Forum 
Mall on Election 
Day, division officials said in a 
Monday news conference. 

“The ballot was included with 
questioned ballot materials, but 
there was no questioned bal-
lot envelope to account for the 

ballot,” the division wrote in a 
Monday news release.

The ballot will be investigated 
and could possibly be included 
in the automatic recount sched-
uled for Friday. 

“We’re presuming it’s a regu-
lar ballot that somehow got in 
a secrecy sleeve,” said Stewart 
Sliter with the State Review 
Board.

The ballot has the potential to 
be counted and sway the elec-
tion in Dodge’s favor. 

“When issues like this come 

up, it’s our job to go out and get 
as much information as we can,” 
Bahnke said. “We’ll have a deci-
sion on that on Friday.”

All additional absentee ballots 
received after the 15-day dead-
line on Nov. 21 will also be 
counted in the recount as long 
as the ballots were postmarked 
by Nov. 6. Bahnke said to her 
knowledge the division had not 
received any such ballots as of 
Monday. 

Dodge LeBon

Davis 
trial hears 
from 
witnesses
By Dorothy Chomicz
DCHOMICZ 

@NEWSMINER.COM 

A Fairbanks jury heard 
testimony Monday from 
two witnesses who iden-
tified Tevyn Alonza Davis 
as the man who fatally 
shot 27-year-old Michael 
Hodges during a bar fight 
at a South Cushman night-
club two years ago.

Davis, 24, of Fairbanks, is 
accused of shooting Hodg-
es at about 2:30 a.m. Sept. 
4, 2016, after two groups 
of people got into a fight at 
Bojangles nightclub. 

According to charging 
documents and witness 
testimony, the fight start-
ed when Haynes alleged-
ly fondled or bumped 
against Anderson’s wife 
and she began yelling 
at him. Haynes’ sister, 
Gabrielle, who was dat-
ing Davis at the time, got 
involved. Shots were fired 
inside the club and patrons 
fled outside. Members 
of Davis’ group attacked 
Hodges, and his cousin, 
Jesse Anderson, came to 
his aid. Davis allegedly 
shot both men and fled on 
foot.

Assistant state medical 
examiner Kenneth Galla-
gher testified Wednesday 
that Hodges wound was 
consistent with a con-
tact wound, meaning the 
barrel was touching his 
body when the gun was 
fired. The bullet traveled 
in front of Hodges’ ribcage 
from right to left and went 
through his liver, gastro-
esophageal junction and 
left lung. Hodges died at 
Fairbanks Memorial Hos-
pital a short time after the 
incident despite heroic 
rescue efforts by paramed-
ics and emergency room 
staff.
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Justices weigh free speech case involving ‘Arctic Man’

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court  on 
Monday waded into 
a freedom of speech 
case resulting from an 

arrest at Arctic Man, 
a snowmobile and ski 
race event that draws 
thousands to a remote 
campsite in Alaska.

Justices heard argu-
ments in a case with 
the potential to affect 

people who might sue 
police over claims they 
were arrested as retal-
iation for something 
they said or wrote that’s 
protected by the First 
Amendment.

Justice Samuel Alito 

described the possible 
cases as ranging from 
someone who is arrest-
ed after insulting an 
officer arriving at the 
scene of a dispute to a 

By Jessica Gresko  
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHENA CABIN

ARCTIC » A4


