
Ghost Forest at Tonsina Point 
Background photo courtesy of sunnycove.com

Inside the Porcupine Glacier Public-Use 
Cabin in Thumb Cove SMP

Callisto Canyon Public-Use Cabin 

Camping at North Beach

Juvenile Black-legged Kittiwake

Wave Action   
Boating is popular in Resurrection 
Bay and is the only way to reach 
the state marine parks. Most 
visitors kayak or take a water 
taxi to these parks, as only 
Caines Head SRA and Lowell 
Point State Recreation Site (SRS) 
have land access. There are no 
public mooring buoys or docking 
facilities. Small boats can be 
pulled up on shore, but should be 
secured above the high tide line 
to prevent losing them to tides or 
rough surf.  

Caines Head State Recreation Area (SRA) provides 
three camping areas: Tonsina Point, North Beach, 
and South Beach. Toilets are available at each 
location, but there are no designated campsites. 
Campsites should be at least 150 feet away from 
the picnic shelter and 300 feet from the public-
use cabins. A food storage locker is located at 
North Beach under the picnic shelter. Camping is 
prohibited around Fort McGilvray to protect the 
historic resources.

Wildlife   
Resurrection Bay provides important and varied 
bird habitat, attracting birders from around 
the world to see Tufted and Horned Puffins, 
Common Murres, Pigeon Guillemots, Bald 
Eagles, and Spruce Grouse. Black and 
brown bears and mountain goats also 
live in the Resurrection Bay area. 

Area Highlights

Historic World War II Fort and Garrison   
Fort McGilvray in Caines Head State Recreation Area 
(SRA) is the most accessible of Resurrection Bay’s 
WWII-era fixed defense installations. A short hike 
from North Beach will take you to these sites. You 
are welcome to explore the ammunition magazine, 
base-end station, gun emplacements, and a few 
other shelters; however, you will need a flashlight. 

Ruins of a “garrison ghost town” on Caines Head 
SRA’s South Beach are also accessible by trail, 
though some of the structures are just off the trail 
and somewhat hidden by the dense vegetation. 
These structural remains are dangerous and 
exploring them is strongly discouraged. If you 
are boating, you may also explore Rocky Point 
for remnants of another WWII-era fixed defense 
installation.

WWII structures can also be seen atop Chamberlain 
Point in Safety Cove State Marine Park (SMP), but 
access is difficult and not recommended.

Other deserted WWII structures in the Resurrection 
Bay area include searchlight control stations at 
Topeka Point, including the Iron Door, and remnants 
of Fort Bulkley on Rugged Island.

Whale watching in Resurrection Bay can be very 
rewarding, too. Look for spouts and fins of 

humpback whales and orcas in the bay. Smaller 
marine mammals such as harbor and Dall’s 

porpoises, sea otters, and sea lions might 
upstage them by putting on a show.

Camping   
Camping in the Resurrection Bay area state parks is a 
rustic backcountry experience. Each of the five state 
marine parks allows for beach camping. To protect 
fragile beach rye grass, please avoid camping on 
vegetated areas. Thumb Cove SMP has a toilet for 
kayakers and campers located on the western end 
of the beach, about 250 feet east of the Porcupine 
Glacier public-use cabin. 

Public-Use Cabins   
There are two public-use cabins (PUCs) in Caines 
Head SRA—Derby Cove and Callisto Canyon 
cabins. Both can be accessed by small personal 
boat, water taxi, or by hiking the Caines Head Trail. 

Thumb Cove SMP also has two PUCs, Porcupine 
Glacier and Spruce Glacier cabins, and can be 
reached by boat. Spruce Glacier PUC is accessed 
from the beach by a boardwalk. 

All four cabins have private toilets and nearby 
creeks provide fresh water. Drinking water must be 
treated or boiled. 

For more information or to make reservations, visit  
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/cabins/.

When boating in Resurrection Bay, take appropriate 
safety precautions. Make sure you are prepared for 
emergencies and file a float plan with the Seward 
Harbormaster, describing your trip plan, boat, gear, and 
size of party. Always wear a life jacket.

Kayaker’s Day Trip Checklist: 

Life jacket (properly sized and fastened)

Emergency locator beacon or SEND device

VHF radio

Spray skirt

Hatch covers or float bags

Paddle

Spare paddle

Paddle float

Distress signaling devices (flares, mirror, 

whistle)

Bilge pump

First aid kit

Dry bag with a set of spare clothes and 

survival gear

Enough food and water for trip

Sunscreen and hat

Knowledge of wet exit and re-entry

Float plan

Humpback Whale near Day Harbor
Photo courtesy of Tom Kain

Background photo courtesy of Nicole Acevedo
Varied Thrush (male)
Photo courtesy of Carol Griswold

Steller Sea Lions
Photo courtesy of Carol Griswold

WWII-era dock at North Beach in Caines Head SRA 
Background photo courtesy of Jack Blackwell

155mm gun at Rocky Point in Caines Head SRA (circa 1944)

Seward Harbormaster
PO Box 167

Seward, AK 99664
(907) 224-3138

harbormaster@cityofseward.net
Marine VHF Channel 17
For emergencies call 911

Area History
The coves and inlets of Resurrection Bay 
sheltered generations of the Alutiiq-speaking 
people known as Unegkurmiut. In the late 18th 
century, many Native people were coerced 
into hunting valuable sea otters for the 
Russian-American Company. Soon, cultures 
blended, the Native population declined, and 
by the late 19th century most Native villages 
were abandoned.

Since then, Resurrection Bay has been used 
by gold-seekers on their way to Turnagain, 
Nome, and Iditarod. Hundreds of railroad 
workers boosted Seward’s population by 1917. 
Then, Resurrection Bay experienced a flurry 
of activity during World War II when the U.S. 
military constructed fortifications at Caines 
Head and other points in the bay. Today, you 
can see glimpses of history from land or water 
in the Resurrection Bay Area State Parks.

For More Information
Kenai/Prince William Sound Area Office

PO Box 1247
Soldotna, AK 99669

(907) 262-5581

North Coastal District Office
PO Box 1578

Seward, AK 99664
(907) 224-3434

www.alaskastateparks.org

Alaska State Parks

Alaska State Parks

Resurrection 
Bay Area

Welcome 
Resurrection Bay, with its tranquil turquoise 
or stormy gray waters, rocky islands, and the 
rugged mountains and glaciers that surround  
it, is a perfect example of Alaska’s coastal 
beauty. Many of Seward’s visitors only see the 
area’s state parks from a cruise ship, but they 
are missing out. 

To really enjoy all this area has to offer, we invite 
you to get up close and personal. Get your 
hiking boots, kayak, or boat ready and head out 
to one of the state park units in Resurrection 
Bay for an afternoon excursion or weekend 
adventure. There is a large state recreation 
area, a small state recreation site, and five state 
marine parks in Resurrection Bay.

Panama gun mount at Rocky Point in Caines Head SRA 
Derby Cove Creek in Caines Head SRA 
Photo courtesy of Ben Hagedorn

North Fork of Tonsina Creek in Caines Head SRA
Photo courtesy of sunnycove.com
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Safety Cove State Marine Park   y

Resurrection. Safety Cove offers somewhat bettttttterererererrrrrrrrerererererererrrrr 
anchorage than Driftwood Bay. Wildlife viewing 
in the park is excellent and, on clear days, visitors
may be treated to views of Ellsworth Glacier as 
they enter and leave the park. A three-acre lake 
at the head of the cove incites further exploration 
of this state marine park and allows for additional 
reecrc eaeationo ala oopppporo tuunitieses.
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NoN rrtthhhhhhhhhhh Beach: One of the mmmmmmmosososososososo ttttttt popular campmpmpmpingg
spspotoototo ss s s s s ss in the recreation arararararararreaeaeaeaeaeaeaa, , , ,,, NNoNoNNNN rth Beach h  ppprprprovovovididesese  
acacacacaaaccaccccccecccc ss to a 12-mile trrrraiaiaiaiaiaillllllll sysysysysysyyyyystsssss em. Food storaaaagege llococockekekekerr,r,
toilets, and an inteteteteteeteermrmrmrmrmrmrmitititititittttetetetetetetently occupied rarararaar ngngerer sstatatitiononn 
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South Beeeeeeeeacaaa h: South Beach ooofoffefeeersrsrsrsrsrs aaaaan n opoppoportrtununu itittititi yyy 
to experrrrrrieieieieieieieieencnnnnnnnn e the ocean swswwwwele ll aanddd scscennicicc vvisistatataass s oofofofoo  
the babababaabbbabab rrrrrrrrrrrrrrieieieieieieerrr rrrr isiiiiiiii lands and ththhhe ee ReResusurrrreecctitionon PPPeneneninini susuuusullaaa. .
Kayayaayayayay kikikkikk ngngngngngngnnn  around Caineeeseseses HHeaadd toto SSoouthh BBBBeeaeaea hchhchh 
requireseseesee  intermediate papapapaaadddlil ngngg aaandndd sselelf-f--rereresscscuueueue ssskkiilllss s ss
as rebounding waveves oftttetetetennn ococcucucurr r atatatat tthihiisss prpromommmininineentttttttt

due to the steeeepepe , rororockkyy bbbebebebebebbeacachh andd hihihighhhghghgh ssururff. 

By December,r,r,, 11194942,2, SSouuthth BBeaeachch bboaoaoastststeddedede ffoouur

quarters, a memememmmmm ssss hhalala l,, aanddnd mmmororo e.e. RRemememmmaiaiia nsns ooof ththhthhhthhhe 
garrison caanann ssttillll bbee e sseenen, , bububut t t hthththeyeyeyey aaaarrere ccoollalaaaaapppppsppp ing, sssoo
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Rocky Poinininnnnt:t:t:t::tt:t: OOOOnOnO ttttttthehehehehehhh ssouthththerernn ennndd oofoff ttttttthhhheh  recreatioiooionn
area, Rocky Point is oooonnlnly y acacceceesssssssibiibiblee bbbbbbbbyyy water. It offfffeferrs 
a more protected lannnnnndiidingnggg tthhahann SSoSouuuutututu h Beach, thouuuguguu hh

can also be found here, including an ammunition n
magazine, gun emplacements, power houses for the 
submarine loop station, and a searchlight station.

Thumb Cove SMP  

This is a popular and particularly scenic anchorage 
with protected waters, impressive glaciers, and
wawateterfrfalallsls ccasascadingg down steep p rock faces. Caution 
is advised when boating; there are no public 
mooring bouys and there can be a lot of varied boat 

or reserve one of this park’s two public-use cabins. 
A toilet is available to boaters and campers on the 
west end of the beach. 

Land Trail DescriptionsLand Trail DescriptionsLand Trail DescripLaand Trail Descripttionptp ionss
CaCC ineseses Head TrT aill  
AcAcccececeececeessssssss : Lowweleeee l PoP innt t SRSRSRSRSRSSRRSS,S,S,S,S, aaabobobooooooooob ututut 222.5.555.55 mmmmmmmmiiileses souuuthh oof 
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ana d 22 mimileees sss frfrf omomm NNNorororthh BBeae chc ttttooo FoFoortrtr  McGcGcc ilvrrayay)
ElEE evatatioioon ChChangegege: 249499.2.  feeet t LoLooweww ll PPPoioiio ntnntn tttooo
Tonsnsnsinnna Poooint; 11565 .9 fffeeee t Tonsssinna PooPoini t totootoooo Norththhhhhhhhhh
Beeeacaa h;h; 6667070.9 ffeet NoNortrr h hh Beacaca h tototo Fort McMccMccMcccGiG lvvvrararaaayyyyyy

Frromomo LLowowell Point SRRSRS, ttthis traill will leae d yooooooooouu
ththththroroougggugh hh luushshhh tememmpeperatee rrainforesesest t annndddd acrooosssssssssssssss   
ToToTTToTonsnnsnnsn ina CrCreeeeeek k tooo aaa popopular cammmpinggg, day-y-y-usuu e eeeee
ara eae , ananannannddddddd bebeb aca h h ata TTonononnsiss na Pointnn . InII AAugusu t t and ddd
SeSeS ptptptemembebebeeeeeer, yyyyyyyyyouu cccanan wwwattchchc  pinininnkkk kkkkk ananaaaananaaaa dd chc umuu ssalmonnnn
sppawwwnn ini TTTTono sina CCrer ek, bububut t tt t t t tt aaaavavaaaaa ooiio dddddddddd dists ururbingnn tthem. 
Pleaaasess rrresesspepectcc ppprivaateeee ppropepepepepepeppppppp rtrtrrtrtrtrttyyyyyy yyy y anaanananana d dd stay ooon the ee
dedeesisigng atted trar il.

Thhe popoortrtr ionnn offf tttheheh ttraaail bbetttetttwewewewww en TTTononnnnonoono sisisisisissinann PPPPoiint aaaandndd 

hikekeddd dudud riingngn  a llowoo ttidde of 333.00 ffeeeeeeeeeeet t t oorroo llesesesess.ss.s DDDDDuru innng
hihigh tttidide, stet epp cliffs block papassssssssssssagagggee e atttata ttwowo pinininininiinnnchchchhcc  
pop inntsts. Hikeers sshoh uld leeavavve e e eee ththththe e ee trtrtrtrtt aiiaiilhlhlhlhlhlhheaeaeee ddd atattat LLLowowwwowwo eleleleeeee lll
PoPoPPoooinini t SRSRSRS twt o hoh urursss bebebebefofff rerererrrereere theee low ttidii e too aaaavovoovoid
gegeeg tttttttttttininnngggg stststttrararandndndededed bbbbbbby yyyyy thththhththttheeeeeee inininninncoc mimim ngg tttidididididii e. To o o hhihihikekekeke fffroommmmmm
NoNoN rtrtrthhh BeBeBeB acaccach,hh,h lleeavee at tt leeassst t ttttt ononne e ee hohohohohhohohohh ur bbbbefefefeffoorre e aaa loloww 
tide of 3.0 0 fefeet or r lolol weeer.rr

Fromomm DDererbyby CCCove,e aa halalf-f-mimimimmimilell sssswiwiwiwiwiw tctctttcttcttctcct hbhbhbbbhbhhbhbhh acacacacaacccaccackkkkkkkk k k trtrtrtrtrtrtttrtrraiaiaaaa ll
leeeadadadss too theh  Nororo thh Beaaach camamamamamamamaaaamppipppipip ng area. AAAnnn olddd
armymym roaaad leeeadads hih keeersrr from Noortthh hhhhh h BeBeBeBBBBeBeBBeBBeBBBeeacacacacaccchhhhh throough
a mamam tureee sssprp uccceee foreestsss ttoo thhhhe WWWWWIII rrruiuiinnsnsnsn ooooffffffff FoFoFoFoFFFoF rt 
McM GiG lvvraraay locaatedd hihighghg  onn CaCCC inneses HHHHHHHHeaeaeaee ddd. HHHHikikikererers s s aararaaaa e ee
rewardrdededed wwiti h swswweepip ngn  viewss of f ReResususurrrrrrrecececececececeee titititt ononono BBBayayayayyyyyy  
anannnd d d a chhana ce to exeexplore ee mam nynyy oof thtt eee old bubuubububbubuuililii diddidinggngn s.s  

exe ploro e, bbutuu  leave hhistoriririr c cccc artitititt fafafafaf ctc s s s ass they arrarrarrrreeeeeee sososoo 
otheeersss cccanananan eeenjnjnjnn oyoyoyyy ttttttheheheheh m,mmm,mm,mmm  too.

Soooooouth BeBeeacaaa h Trail  
Accececesssssssssssssss: CCCaiaia nenen sss HHHeHeeadadad TTraraaililil 1111.11..1 mmmmiileeeeeeeee sososossosososoutututututuuuuuu h h ofof NNNNoooro ththh 
Beacch
Travel Meaaansnsnsnsnsnsnsss:: FFFoooottt
Distannncecec : 2.22 7 mimimmmimimimmmileleles s ononneee wawawawawawawaw y yyyyy y y frfrfrfffrfrffrfromommomommomomm CCCCCCCCCCaiaiaiaiaaiaaainenenenenennnn sssss HHeHeHH adad TTTTrararrailil 
jujj ncctiononon
Elevvvvvatatatiooonnn ChCC annngegg : 3333363636366666 fffeeeee tt

ThThThT issis trarr il fffolooo looowswsws aaanonononothththheeeerereereerrr milililllititititittititttti arararararararararry yy yy y rorooadadadadadaada  thrououghghgh 
ttththththtt e eeeee lulululuuluuuluushshshsh coao stala rrrraiaa nfnn orrororrrroo esee t, past ruins fof ttthehehehehehehehe SSSSSSououououuououoo thththththtthth
BBeeB accach h h GaGaGaGaGaGaGGaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrisonnn, tooooo SSSouououoouoouooo th Beach, a small stonnnnnnyyy y y y y yyy
beeeeaacch h h wiwiwiththth lllllotototototots ss ofoo wwwwwwwwave action. South Beach iss 
aaa ggrg eeaeaeaattt spspoott fforrrrrrrrrr pppppppppitititchchchchchcchccchhiniii g a tent if you want a 
sosoooooomememememmmmmmmm whwhhatat iisosollatetedddd ddd exexexpepepepepeppeerience with great views ofofoooooo  
isi landndddndddddss ananaanndddd thtthhe e GuGuG lflflf oof f AAAAlAAA aska. The old, rusty steelelelelelllelell  
bubbbbbbb ildidiiiingnggnnngss s aarararararararrreeeeeeeeee nonoot tt sasasafefee ttttttttooooooooo explore. 

LoLooLoL opopopop TTTTTTTTTTrararararraaaaiiliiililii    pp
AcAcA cecesss: SoSoSoSoSSoSoSoSooSSSSS ututtttttthhhhh BeBeBeBeBeBeBeBBBBeBBBeacacccccccccchh or ttttthhehehhhhhhehhh AAAAAAAAAAAlplplplpllpppppini e Trail
TrTrTrravaavelel MMMMMMMeaeaeeeee nsns:: FFFFFFFFFFFooooooooooooooootttttt
DiDiiDiiDD ststststanannancecce:: 222222222222 333333.33 mmmmiles oooooooneneneneeeennnen wwwway ffffrom South Beach to
ththththeee eee AAlAlA ppinnee TTrail
ElElElElEElEElElElEleveveveveveeveve atatatataa ioooonnn ChhC ana geeee:::::: 888867 feet

ThThThThThThhhhhisisisss ffffffffffooooooot t t t trtraiail wiwindnddndndndndddds up and down through the
momomomomoosssssyy y y y yyyyy fofofofof reerereststs ppassssstt tttttttt waterfalls and creeks, connecting 
ththththee e e AAAAlAlAA pipipipipipinnnenenene TTTrail toooo ooo South Beach and creating an 
eieighghghht-ttt ananandd-d-a-a-a-a hahahalfl -mmmmmmmile loop that starts and ends at 
NoNoortrthh Beeacachhh.h TThhih s isssssss a primitive trail that requires
soommeem aatttttenennnttititionno ttoo o trrrrrrrail markers.

Alpipipipipippinenennennn TTTTrarar ilil   p
Access: CCCCCCCCCaiaaaa nenes s HeHeadaddddddd Trail 0.4 miles south of Derby 
Cove, or ffrororororrororror m SoSoututu h h BBeBBB ach at the northern end of 
Loop Trail
Travel Meaaaaaaaansnsnsnnnnn :: FFooootttttttttttt
Distance: 3.888888888 mmmmmililililileeeese  one way from Caines Head
Trail
Elevation Change: 1,635.5 feet

The Alpine Trail leads hikers above tree line on a 
shsss ort but steep set of switchbacks to the alpine 
arararrareaeaeeaeaeeaeeeaa bbelow Callisto Peak. Weather permitting, 
swwsws eeeee pipipip ngngngngngngnngnng views of Resurrection Bay and Bear 
GlGG aaccier reeewawawaaawaaaaardr  hikers for their efforts.

Unloading gear at Callisto Canyon Public-Use Cabin
Photo courtesy of Kim Kruse
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ReR surrectiononon BBBBBaaaayaa MMMararrarrininiini e Traiill   y
Access: SSSeewewarra dd SmS alaalaaa l Boat Harbor r anaa d bebeach at 
Loowewewellllll PPoiointtt SSSSRSRSRSRRRS (((liliilimim ted parking)
TrTTraavelel Meaeaeaaaannsnsns: : : BoBoat
PPopupulalar LaLaLaLaLaLL ndnndndini gsgss::: ToToTonsssinininaaa Point, Norrrththt BBeach, 
ThThummb b b bb b CoCoCoCoCoCoCoCC vvevev , nononortrth h h sisisidedee oof f sps iitit iiinnn SaSaaandndddndnn sps itiii PPoointt 
SMSMSMSMSMSMSMSMP,P,P,P,P, SSSSSSunnnynyny CCove, DDririftftwowoodod BBayyayayyyyy,,, SSSaSaSSafefef ty Cove
DiDiststananannncecececec :::: AAAboboboooutuututut 5559.9.9.555 mimileleesss totototootatatatataalllll onone e waww y.

VaVaVaVaririiriesese bbbbby ttraiill seeses gmgmmgmgg ent andd
wweatheer.r. MMMayaya rrreqe uiirere iintn ereeermemeedidd aatee oor aadvvana ceeedddC

papadddddlililinggg andnd sself-rerescscueue sssskikk lls.s.

FoFooorrrr momommom rere iinnforororororo mmamamatitit ononn see “KaKayayaaakekkkkkk r’s Guidddee too thee 
ReReReResususuurrrrrecectitiononnnn BBayay MMararini e Trrail”” attt ttt
wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.ww.w.w.dddndndddndndnrr.. llalalalalaallaaalalasasasasasasasasassassa kakakkkkkkkakakakakakakkaaakkkkakkkakkk gg.gg.g.ggovoovoovo /p/p/ppparararrksksk /u/uu/u/uu/ ninitsts/cc/c/c/ccaiiaiiiaiainnneneneneeennennneshd.d.hthtm.m
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South Beach in Caines Head SRA

yon

Kayaking near Callisto Canyon Public-Use Cabin 
Photo courtesy of Kim Kruse

Thumb Cove SMP

Thumb Cove SMP

Exploring Resurrection Bay from the water is one 
of the best ways to see all that this ruggedly 
beautiful area has to offer. Kayaks, inflatable 
boats, small skiffs, and other small watercraft can 
be pulled up on shore and secured above the 
high tide mark. 

BOATERS BEWARE: There are no public 
mooring buoys and few good all-weather 
anchorages. Weather conditions can change 
quickly and dramatically




