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Varileaf cinquefoil (Potentilla diversifolia)
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8-inch gun barrel at Miller Point
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Chocolate lily (Fritillaria camschatcensis)
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Stationed Wildlife
Fort Abercrombie offers a multitude of wildlife viewing 
opportunities. Resident park mammals include the indigenous 
brown bat, short-tailed weasel, land otter, and tundra vole, 
as well as introduced species such as Sitka black-tailed 
deer, beaver, and muskrat. The famous Kodiak brown bear 
is occasionally seen, but the park is carefully managed to 
minimize bear and human conflicts. You can help by being 
mindful of your garbage and food at all times.

There is exceptional whale watching from Miller Point, including 
humpback, fin, gray, and orca whales. Other aquatic mammals, 
such as harbor seals, sea lions, and sea otter are also frequently 
seen along the coastline. Birdwatchers should also take note: 
over 95 bird species inhabit the park and its shores throughout 
the year.

Ranger Station  
Fort Abercrombie SHP is home to the Kodiak State 
Parks Headquarters and Ranger Station, which 
hosts a variety of activities from tidepooling to 
wildflower photo scavenger hunts throughout the 
year. Check www.alaskastateparks.org for more 
information about activities at Fort Abercrombie.

Fishing
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game stocks 
Lake Gertrude (Abercrombie Lake) annually 
with rainbow trout fingerlings that can grow 
to 4-6 inches in a year. When local fishery 
enhancement projects reach a surplus, coho 
salmon fry may be added to the lake’s stock as 
well, making it a haven for anglers. Check the 
latest fishing regulations at www.adfg.alaska.gov

Kodiak Military History 
Museum 
From 1941 to 1945, 150-200 soldiers manned 
the radar, searchlights, communications, and 
artillery at Fort Abercrombie to defend the 
northern approaches to Kodiak’s harbors from 
Japanese attack. Artifacts from this era can 
be seen throughout the park, including a pair 
of 8-inch guns and the former Emplacement 
Magazine, which is now home to the Kodiak 
Military History Museum. The museum is 
open anytime for WWII Veterans or groups by 
appointment. Check www.kadiak.org for the 
latest museum hours or call (907)486-7015 to 
make an appointment. 

Camping  
Attention campers! Fort Abercrombie has 
options for troops arriving by personal 
vehicle or marching in by foot. Five campsites 
are outfitted for drive-in camping in the 
southwest corner of the park. Another four 
walk-in sites are stationed near Miller Point, 
offering a definite strategic advantage.  
So take your pick, soldier. At ease!

Group Site 
The group recreation area is equipped 
with a large fire pit, barbecue grills, and a 
pavilion that can be reserved for events. 
Horseshoe stakes, a volleyball court, and 
an open field offer a great way to get over 
your post-picnic lethargy. Contact Kodiak 
State Parks Headquarters for reservations.
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A curious fox scans the landscapePhoto courtesy of Phil Pringle 

A park naturalist teaches about wildlife in the intertidal zone.Photo courtesy of Jack Ransom

Shooting star (Dodecatheon frigidum)Photo courtesy of Lisa Hupp




