














“Keep Alaska Moving.” 

Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities 

Southcoast Region 
Design, Engineering, and Construction Services 

Right of Way Section 

P.O. Box 112506 
Juneau, AK 99811-2506 

Main: 907.465.4541 
Fax: 907.465.8485 

Toll Free: 800.575.4540 
TTY-TDD: 800.770.8973 

dot.alaska.gov 

September 26, 2025 

Steve Giesbrecht 
Petersburg Borough Manager 
Petersburg Borough  
12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, AK 99833 

Dear Mr. Giesbrecht, 

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), Southcoast 
Region has reviewed the Borough’s request to perform repairs and maintenance on 
the multiuse dock facility in Petersburg, Alaska. After reviewing this request, 
DOT&PF has no objection to your request for this activity and the subsequent use 
of the Papke’s Landing Spur Road right-of-way for the work.  

1. The DOT&PF, Southcoast Region reserves the right to rescind this non-objection
at any time due to non-compliance. This non-transferable Letter of Non-
Objection permits the work within the DOT&PF Southcoast Region right of way
and on its dock facility retroactively from April, 2025, until the conclusion of
maintenance, or until this permission is rescinded, whichever comes first.

2. The Petersburg Borough shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the State of
Alaska, the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and
their officers, employees, and contractors from any claims arising from injury,
loss, or damage to any person or personal property resulting from the repairs and
maintenance work performed by the Borough or their contractors, during the
authorized period.

Attachment   B



 

It is the eventual intent to convey all the DOT&PF rights to the Papke’s Landing 
multiuse dock facility to Petersburg Borough. It is also DOT&PF’s understanding 
the Borough has an interest in seeking grant funding to improve Papke’s Landing 
Spur Road, specifically by adding a pedestrian sidewalk as a Safe Routes to School 
project. Should DOT&PF determine relinquish of the Spur Road is in the best 
interest of the public, Petersburg Borough would receive management responsibility 
of the right-of-way. Under the terms of relinquishment (23 CFR 620.201-23 CFR 
620.203), the Borough would continue to use the facilities for public access highway 
purposes. (Inf. Op. Att'y Gen. January 1, 1987; ROW Manual 9.10.9). A necessary 
term in DOT&PF's Deed of Relinquishment is the reversionary interest. 
 
The Papke’s Landing Spur Road was granted to the State of Alaska DOT&PF 
through the Statehood Transportation Omnibus, May 1959 (Anchorage Recording 
District Book 391, Page 33). It is also a section line road granted through state 
statute. The United States Forest Service (USFS) holds a vestigial interest in the 
right-of-way pre-dating statehood. 
 
We look forward to further discussion in the interest of the public’s transportation 
infrastructure. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gregory A. Weinert 
Chief, Right of Way 
DOT&PF Southcoast Region 
(907) 465-4541 
 
 
CC: Mary Hermon, LSC, ME, Natural Resource Specialist 2, Land Conveyance Section DMLW, 

Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources 
Marcus Zimmerman, Maintenance & Operations Manager, Southcoast Region, Alaska DOT&PF 
Carey Case, Petersburg District Ranger, USFS 
Kelly Harp, Realty Services Manager, Southcoast Region, Alaska DOT&PF 
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