
 

 

STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF MINING, LAND, AND WATER 

 
FINAL FINDING AND DECISION 

 
of a 

Land Offering in the Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Hollie’s Acres House – ADL 421207 

AS 38.05.035(e), AS 38.05.045 
 

and its 
RELATED ACTION: 

Mineral Order 1239 (Closing)  
AS 38.05.185 and AS 38.05.300 

 
This Final Finding and Decision (FFD) complements and updates the Preliminary Decision (PD) 
dated March 6, 2020. The PD (attached) and related action have had the required public review.  
 
I. Recommended Action(s) 
The State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Mining, Land, and 
Water (DMLW), Land Sales Section (LSS) recommends offering for sale State-owned land for 
private ownership (ADL 421207), as described in the PD. A surveyed parcel will be offered for 
future sale by a method under AS 38.05.045 Generally. 
 
For the purposes of providing land for settlement, DNR may sell the Hollie’s Acres House 
property. 
 
There is one related action with this proposal:  
 

Mineral Order: DNR DMLW proposes to close the project area to new mineral entry 
through Mineral Order (MO) 1239. 

 
Public notice for this related action was conducted concurrently with the notice for the primary 
action’s PD. 
 
 
II. Authority 
DNR has the authority under AS 38.05.045 Generally to sell State-owned land if, on preparation 
and issuance of a written finding, it is determined to be in the best interest of the State, as 
required by AS 38.05.035(e) Powers and Duties of the Director. Article VIII, Section 1, of the 
Constitution of the State of Alaska provides: “It is the policy of the State to encourage the 
settlement of its land and development of its resources by making them available for maximum 
use consistent with the public interest.”  
 
For related actions, AS 38.05.300 Classification of Land and AS 38.05.185 Generally allow for 
mineral orders.  
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III. Public Participation and Input 
All State requirements for public notice and public comment input have been met as covered in 
detail in Section V. Summary of Public Notice and Comments.   
 
 
IV. Traditional Use Findings 
In accordance with AS 38.05.830 Land Disposal in the Unorganized Borough, a Traditional Use 
Finding is required for project areas within the Unorganized Borough. This project area is within 
an organized borough; therefore, no Traditional Use Finding is required. 
 
 
V. Summary of Public Notice and Comments 
Pursuant to AS 38.05.945 Notice, public notice inviting comment appeared on the State of 
Alaska Online Public Notices website at https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/ and was 
posted on the DNR DMLW LSS website at http://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/landsale/public_notice/ for 
the entire public notice period. 
 
Notification and decision copies were sent directly to area State legislators and to multiple State 
agencies. Public notice was sent to other interested entities including landowners in the vicinity 
of the offering; additionally, parties were notified via the DNR Land Sales subscribers lists by 
email. Notices were mailed to the Fairbanks North Star Borough per AS 38.05.945(c)(1), as well 
as Doyon regional corporation per AS 38.05.945(c)(2)-(3). Additionally, notice and a request to 
post were sent to a postmaster in the vicinity of the offering.  
 
The public notice stated that written comments were to be received by 5:00PM, April 7, 2020 in 
order to ensure consideration and eligibility to appeal. For more information, refer to the PD. 
 
DNR DMLW LSS received brief statements of non-objection from the State of Alaska, 
Department of Transportation and the Alaska Mental Health Trust Land Office. One additional 
comment received during the public comment is summarized below. 
 
State of Alaska, DNR, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Office of History and 
Archaeology Comment: Review of the Alaska Heritage Resource Survey database indicated 
there were no known cultural resource sites within the identified land sale area. However, OHA 
noted that only a very small portion of the state has been surveyed. Should inadvertent 
discoveries of cultural resources occur, OHA should be notified so that OHA may evaluate 
whether the resources should be preserved in the public interest. 
 

DNR DMLW LSS Response: LSS appreciates OHA’s review of the PD. LSS will contact 
OHA should any discoveries be made during development. Potential bidders are notified of 
archaeological requirements in the land sale offering materials as well. 

 
 
VI. Modifications to Decision and/or Additional Information 
The recommended action has not been modified from the original proposed actions described in 
the PD. 
 
Recommendation and Approval of the Final Finding and Decision follow. 
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VII. Final Finding and Decision 
The Department recommends proceeding with the action as described in the Preliminary 
Decision. This action is undertaken under relevant authorities. Offering this parcel for sale will 
help meet the State’s goal to provide land for settlement for sale to the public and raise revenue 
for the State. 
 
The findings presented above have been reviewed and considered. Public Notice has been 
accomplished in accordance with AS 38.05.945 Notice and comments received were 
considered. The project file has been found to be complete and the requirements of all 
applicable statutes have been satisfied. The actions are consistent with constitutional and 
statutory intent for State-owned land and this action is undertaken under relevant authorities. 
 
Under the authority of the applicable statutes, it is hereby found to be in the best interest of the 
State of Alaska to proceed with the recommended actions as described and referenced herein. 
 
 
 
 
Signature on file  April 23, 2020 
Recommended by: Timothy Shilling 
Natural Resource Manager 
Land Sales Section 
Division of Mining, Land, and Water 

 Date 

Department of Natural Resources 
State of Alaska 
 
 
 
 
Signature on file  April 24, 2020 
Approved by: Martin W. Parsons 
Director 
Division of Mining, Land, and Water 

 Date 

Department of Natural Resources 
State of Alaska 
 
 
 
 
Signature on file  April 27, 2020 
Approved by: Corri A. Feige 
Commissioner 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Alaska 

 Date 



 

 

Reconsideration Provision 
A person affected by this decision who provided timely written comment or public hearing 
testimony on the preliminary decision may request reconsideration, in accordance with 
11 AAC 02. Any reconsideration request must be received within 20 calendar days after the 
date of "issuance" of this decision, as defined in 11 AAC 02.040(c) and (d) and may be mailed 
or delivered to the Commissioner, Department of Natural Resources, 550 W. 7th Ave., Ste. 
1400, Anchorage, Alaska 99501; faxed to 1-907-269-8918; or sent by electronic mail to 
dnr.appeals@alaska.gov. Under 11 AAC 02.030, appeals and requests for reconsideration filed 
under 11 AAC 02 must be accompanied by the fee established in 11 AAC 05.160(d)(1)(F), 
which has been set at $200 under the provisions of 11 AAC 05.160 (a) and (b). 
 
If reconsideration is not requested by that date or if the commissioner does not order 
reconsideration on their own motion, this decision goes into effect as a final order and decision 
on the 31st calendar day after the date of issuance. Failure of the commissioner to act on a 
request for reconsideration within 30 calendar days after issuance of this decision is a denial of 
reconsideration and is a final administrative order and decision for purposes of an appeal to 
Superior Court. The decision may then be appealed to Superior Court within a further 30 days in 
accordance with the rules of the court, and to the extent permitted by applicable law. An eligible 
person must first request reconsideration of this decision in accordance with 11 AAC 02 before 
appealing this decision to Superior Court. A copy of 11 AAC 02 may be obtained from any 
regional information office of the Department of Natural Resources. 
 


