Management

The Knik River Public Use Area is actively managed
by the Southcentral Regional Office (SCRO) of the
Division of Mining, Land, and Water, Department of
Natural Resources. Some activities require land use
authorizations, while other activities are

generally allowed.

We encourage everyone enjoying our state lands to act

responsibly and adhere to area wide rules. Groups or

individuals found violating land use rules will be subject

to citation(s). For a list of ‘Citable Offenses’ see the inner
fold of this brochure.

The Department of Natural Resources’ overall
management direction puts its focus on maintaining
and enhancing public safety, public education,
"acc_e_ss_and recreational opportunities for public and

. commercial users, protection of fish and.wildlife habitat, .
; ="

and perpetuation of law enforcehent'thioughout* Y
. the entire area. : B i
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For More Information

State of Alaska
Department of Natural Resources

Administrative Office
550 W. 7th Ave, Suite 900c
Anchorage, AK 99501-3557

Field Office
17704 E. Sullivan Avenue, Suite 111
Palmer, AK 99645
(907) 269-8503

knikriver.alaska.gov
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Knik River

Public Use Area
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Welcome

Like other Public Use Areas in the state, the purpose for
establishing the Knik River Public Use Area (KRPUA) is
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to preserve, perpetuate, and enhance public recreation,

enjoyment of fish and wildlife, and the traditional use

of fish and wildlife resources. The area provides for a
full-spectrum of outdoor recreational opportunities, and
is open to motorized and non-motorized recreational
pursuits. Activities common to the area include the
riding of off-highway vehicles (OHV's), hunting, fishing,
trapping, target shooting, boating, flying planes,

horseback riding, biking, hiking, camping, and
wildlife viewing.

Prominent land features of the region include the Knik
Glacier, Knik River, Pioneer Peak, Jim Creek, Bodenburg
Creek, Friday Creek, Metal Creek, and Hunter Creek.
The high elevation Chugach Mountains that form the
Knik River Valley make fgr&drahétic backdrop to the
alluvial gravel bars and winding braids of the Knik River.
Overall the arealistugged and remote, which is what
makes it sucha popular destination for campers, off-

- - - W
road enthusiasts, fixed wing aviators, horseback riders, %

" . | it inan B
and boaters. The sprawling lakes and wetlands complex
on the north side of the river is popular among bird

e T NI
watchers, boatersTangIers, and hunters. The area as
N T—— "
a whole offers a wide range of multiple-use outdoor
recreational pursuits for people of all ages and interests.

Land managers with the Department of Natural
Resource’s Division of Mining, Land, and Water, *
Southcentral Regional Office actively manage the
area through partnerships with the Alaska State
Troopers, Alaska Wildlife Troopers, the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, the Bureau of Land

~ Management, and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough.
. DNR land managers also receive input and support |

from local community councils, local residents, and

regional outdoor recreation interests groups and =
“non-profit organizations.
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Knik River Public Use Area History

The Knik River Public Use Area (KRPUA) is a legislatively
designated area (AS 41.23.180-230) managed by the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of
Mining, Land, and Water, Southcentral Regional Office. The
area was created through a legislative process and signed
into law by Governor Frank Murkowski on June 30, 2006.

Land within the KRPUA boundary consists of approximately
269,310 acres of primarily state-owned lands east of the
City of Palmer. DNR works hard to deconflict land uses
with our adjoining land owners both within and next to the
Public Use Area (PUA). Roughly 36,145 acres are retained
in federal ownership awaiting transfer to Eklutna Native
Corporation'’s existing 22,962 acres. Another roughly

1,900 acres of private landowners are contained within

the KRPUA's boundary. Please respect the land ownership
rights of these private parcels, as you would expect them
tcg_rg_spect your own land and property.

River Crossing Locations

1. Jim Creek Crossing .
61.524021°, -148.953065

i nt
2. Friday Creek Site Easemcoa
61.485170°, -148.793300

3. Wolf Point .
61.480097°, -148.709480

4. Knik Moraine .
61.407233° -148.582781

Learn Outdoor Skills

Get informed, take a class, or invite an
experienced friend. If you come prepared for the
wilderness, it will be much kinder to you.

Headed to the backcountry? Tell a friend where
you're going, who you're going with, and when
you'll return. This is VERY important if something
unexpected happens.

¥ The State of Alaska makes no expressed or implied warranties (including
warranties of merchantability and fitness) with respect to the character,
Sfunction, or capabilities of this product or its appropriateness for any user’s
purposes. In no event will the State of Alaska be liable for any incidental,
indirect, special, ¢ q ial or other d suffered by the user or any
other person or entity whether from use of the product, any failure thereof or
otherwise, and in no event will the State of Alaska s liability to you or anyone
else exceed the fee paid for the product.

PACK OUT WHAT YOU PACK IN ;)




