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Temporary Water Use Authorizations



Alaska Constitution
Article 8 Natural Resources

• Section 3. Common Use – Wherever occurring in their natural state, 
fish, wildlife, and waters are reserved to the people for common use.

• Section 13 Water Rights - All surface and subsurface waters reserved 
to the people for common use, except mineral or medicinal waters, 
are subject to appropriation.  Priority of appropriation shall give prior 
right.  Except for public water supply, an appropriation of water shall 
be for stated purposes and subject to preferences among beneficial 
uses, concurrent or otherwise, as prescribed by law, and to the 
general reservation of fish and wildlife.  



When Do You Need an Authorization

Per 11 AAC 93.035 (a) (b) and 11 AAC 93.220, a temporary water 
use authorization must be received from DNR prior to:
1. the consumptive use of more than 5,000 gallons of water from 

a single source in a single day; or
2. the regular daily or recurring consumptive use of more than 

500 gallons per day (gpd) from a single source for more than 
10 days per calendar year; or

3. the non-consumptive use of more than 30,000 gpd (0.05 cubic 
feet per second) from a single source; or

4. any water use that may adversely affect the water rights of 
other appropriators or the public interest.

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/aac.asp#11.93.035
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/aac.asp#11.93.220


Non-Consumptive Use of Water

Per 11 AAC 93.970 (33): "non-consumptive water use" is the
instream use of water, or the diversion of water where the
quantity of water diverted is not diminished except by
evaporation or transpiration and the water is returned to its
original source at the original point of diversion immediately
after its use.

By definition, diversions, pump a rounds and dewatering are
“consumptive” as this type of use is intended to not have the
water return immediately to the point of diversion/withdrawal

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/aac.asp#11.93.970


Website

https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/water/twua/



Applications for 
Temporary Use of Water 

are available online
• From the Water webpage 

(https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/water/)
• Click “Applications and Forms”
• Select “Water”
• Scroll to “Other Water Forms”





Authorization for Temporary Use of Water

• A temporary authorization can be issued for up to 5 years
• Five Sources or less per application
• Water must be unappropriated (cannot issue a temporary 

authorization for water that is under a water right)
• Cannot unduly affect the right of an appropriator of record
• Water sharing agreements can be required for high use sources, if the 

combined withdrawals of authorization holders exceed the allowable 
limit for a source or if contractors are unable to work together during 
withdrawal activities



The application must include (per 11 AAC 93.220):
• A signed application form that includes:

• The legal description of the point of water withdrawal, impoundment or 
diversion

• The quantity of water to be used, with documentation and calculations 
justifying the request.

• The nature of the water use and project description.
• The daily duration and months of use (with an expiration date).
• The type and size of equipment used to withdraw, divert or impound the 

water. 
• A map identifying the section, township, range, and meridian, and 

indicating the location, of the property, the point of use and the point of 
withdrawal, diversion, dewatering and/or impoundment.

• The application fee prescribed by 11 AAC 05.010 (currently $450)



Contacts

General Phone Number for Water: 
907.269. 8505

Temporary Use of Water
• Email: dnr.twua@alaska.gov
• Phone: 907.269.7495

Water Rights
• Email: 

southcentral.waterrights@alaska.gov
• Phone: 907.269.8505
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