OJAL ASKA OFFICE OF PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND PERMITTING

October 11, 2024

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Danielle Fujii-Doe

Deputy Refuge Manager, Kodiak NWR
1390 Buskin River Road

Kodiak, AK 99615-6899

Submitted via email to kodiak@fws.gov
Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment for Old Harbor Geotechnical Survey

Dear Ms. Fujii-Doe,

The State of Alaska (State) reviewed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge Draft Supplemental EA for Old Harbor Geotechnical Survey.

The proposed project would include approximately 29 geotechnical borings in support of the
construction of the Old Harbor Hydroelectric Project (Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) Project No. P-13272. The proposed work is outside the scope of the previous FERC EA
as the newly proposed construction window is within the winter months when brown bears are
denning. Completion of the geotechnical work will allow project design to start in mid-summer
of 2025. Construction of the Hydropower Project must commence by April 29, 2026', and
initiation of design plans cannot commence without the information gathered during the
geotechnical work.

The Refuge’s draft EA and CD was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental
Protection Act and the Refuge Improvement Act to consider potential impacts to brown bears
from project activities. Project No. P-13272 was originally permitted under Title XI of the
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). The below comments incorporate
input from the State’s resource agencies.

Wildlife Conservation and Related Permits

The Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADF&G) is working with the Refuge on the project
planning and concurs with the assessment provided by the Refuge, particularly as it relates to
brown bears and their food sources. Data on bear dens in the area is limited. We request that the
Bear Safety Plan prepared under the FERC permit require observation for impacts to denning
brown bears, records maintained of those impacts, and mapping of any identified den sites. This

! Alaska Village Electric Cooperative, Inc. Project No. 13272-004, FERC Order Granting Extension of Time
Pursuant to Article 301 (Issued September 21, 2023)
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information should be provided to the ADF&G Kodiak office. Additionally, brown bears should
be added to the Biotic Monitoring Plan required under the FERC permit.

ADF&G concurs with the FERC permit condition that if helicopters are used to transport
materials and equipment, a 1,500-foot clearance will be maintained as much as can be
accomplished safely.

The Alutiiq Tribe of Old Harbor will need to submit an application for a Title 16 permit from the
ADF&G Habitat Section for the geotechnical drilling.

Temporary Use of Water

Under AS 46.15.180 a person may not construct works for an appropriation, or divert, impound,
withdraw, or use a significant amount of water from any source without a permit, certificate of
appropriation, or authorization. Per 11 AAC 93.035 a significant amount of water is defined as
any amount of consumptive water use greater than 5,000 gallons from a single source in a single
day; or the regular daily or recurring consumptive use of more than 500 gallons per day from a
single source for more than 10 days per calendar year; or the non-consumptive use of more than
30,000 gallons per day from a single source; or any water use that may adversely affect the water
rights of other appropriators or the public interest.

The Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment, Section 1.3 (page 3), proposes:
- approximately 29 borehole samples
- 4,000 gallons of water per day at a pump rate of 30 gpm
- prediction that each borehole to take approximately two days to access and complete
- project predicted to take two months between January 1 and April 30

Based on this information, The Alutiiq Tribe of Old Harbor will need to submit an Application
for Temporary Use of Water (TWUA) to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Water
Section? for the geotechnical drilling.

Closing

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this proposed project. Completion of
the project will ensure Congress’ intent in promulgating ANILCA that Alaska’s future utility
needs would still be met in conjunction with the providing for the Nation’s conservation needs.
Please contact me at (907)269-0880 or by email at catherine.heroy@alaska.gov to coordinate any
follow up discussions.

Sincerely,

ey

Catherine Hero
Federal Program Manager

2 For statewide hydroelectric projects, contact DNR’s Juneau office at (907) 465-2533, Attn: Clint Gundelfinger
(clint.gundelfinger@alaska.gov)
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