








the mast leisure time for recreation while farm workers, with low pay and long
hours enjoy the least.

While income, oge, education and occupation are the anly factors analyzed in
detaif far Nancy Lake, other factors deserve passing mentian.

Fomilies with Children are significant since outdoar activities are increasingly
family activities. This is particularly true of recreational type parks like Nancy
Lake where there is a wide range af activities and famlly members can find
samething aof interest ta all, ar to the individual - mother swimming, father
fishing, children horseback riding, efc.

Sex is a factor because men participate In certaln sparts like hunting, fishing or
tauch faathall more than women. But the sexes are abaut equol in swimming,
driving for pleasure, picnicking, camping — again becouse these are family
activities particularly in on area like Nancy Lake. Thus while sex is a papulo-
tian characteristic it is nat felt ta be important in either motivatian or appor-
tunity far autdoar recreation generally. Fifty years ago it would hove been
given great weight in any analysis.

Place of Origin is a factor because chaice of recreation activity Is partly habit.
Also, it is often a matter of skill that, ance developed, is not easily discarded
to learn something new. However, because Alaskons cannot be easily tagged
as a place af arigin, unless perhaps the majarity are fram the narthern mid-
wast, this is not considered an important factor in the Nancy Lake analysis.

To be relatively accurate, participatian rates wautd have to be determined by
a careful survey af the Region of Service populatian. But even this wauld be
samewhat misleading because the opportunity ta participate ta the extent de-
sired may nat at present exist. The lock of oppartunity is in fact a large part of
the basis far creation of the Nancy Loke Recreation Area, not only for present
residents but also for thase of 1980 and the years beyond.

Lacking such detalled data, participation rates developed by ORRRC far the
narth-central regian of the U.S. have been utilized despite the foct that in the
ORRRC report Alaska was included in the western region — all of the U.S. west
of the Missouri River. Except far the north Pacific coast this is arid and/or des-
ert cauntry af few streams or water bodies, meoger farest cover and a range
of climate fram extreme cold to semi-trapical.

The narth-central region was chasen because of its similority in climate and
land character ta the Nancy Lake Region of Service - a relatively shart sum-
mer seasan and heavily waaded, ralling terroin with mony lakes and streams.
With these similarities, opportunity for recreation pursuits tends ta become
equivalent.

However the north-central participation rates have not been used as directly
applicable to the people of the Nancy Lake Regian of Service. Rather, all the
key sacia-ecanamic determinents -- age, incame, ysars of education and ac-
cupation Index were carefully researched and adjusted so os to relate as clase-
ly as possible ta the Nancy Lake Region of Service.

Family Income, for instance, averaging $7,305.00 statewide, was adjusted to
$8,873.00 for the Anchorage Metropoliton area, on the basis of statistics in the
Lond Use and Morketability Study, Dawntown Urban Renewal Praject, Anchor-
age. This amount, ta get a foctor equivalent to the north central states, was
then reduced by 25%, (the differential in the cost of living index between An-
chorage and Seattle). Age was adjusted to the low 26 (white anly) statewide
average of 29. Since notives constitute only 10% of the population af south-
central Alaska and wauld constitute a still lesser percentage of pork users be-
cause of law Incame and education levels, no separate calculation was made
ta adjust ta this segment af the papulation,

Years af Education Completed — in Alaska - nationally high at 12.1 years for
all thase aver 25 was adjusted upward to 13 years (1 year callege) on the
basis of the higher level of educationol attainment for the sauth central Alaska
region shawn in the repart, Alaska’s Population ond Ecanamy, Rogers ond
Coaoley, 1962. Though this wos o judgment increase of about elght tenths of a
year, it was deemed justified because of the Increasing cancentratian in An-
chorage of technical, prafessional and white collar workers,

The Occupotion Index was adjusted directly through U.S. census data to the
Ancharage Barough. Similar data did nat exist far Matanuska-Susitna sa no ad-
justment cauld be made, a matter of small consequence because of the rela-
tively small number of people involved.

EQUIVALENT FACILITIES

After the gross 1980 need far the Anchorage-Matanuska-Susitna Region of Ser-
vice was derived, there remained one more majar adjustiment ta make. There
are many public agencies - state, federal and local - and some private entre-
preneurs praviding recreation facilities in Alaska. These facilities may ar may
not be equivolent to thase planned far Nancy Lake but persanal preference or
even just a change of scene dictates that we consider all of them equal even
though major differences in quality may exist. One of the major camplaints of
campers, for instance, was the lack of a patable water supply at many camp-
graunds, Others complained aof the lack af swimming facilities or of places to
play games, Nancy Lake will be of such size that amenilies not justifiable at
small raadside areas will be present. Probably, becouse of these amenities,
and because a wider range of activities will be available, Nancy Lake will tend
to attract many away fram existing facilities.

Equivalent fa thase of Nancy Loke, as far as the peaple in the Reglon of Ser-
vice are concerned, will be all af the other facilities within the Regian plus
certain weekend and vocatian type facilities an the Kenai Peninsula. These add
up ta o rather impressive fatol as shown on the table on the next page.

For weekend ar longer term use, both the Chugach National Farest and the
Kenal Natianal Maase Range hold attroctians that will be directly competitive
with Nancy Loke. As the table illustrates, both have or will have extensive
camping, picnicking and hiking troil facilities while the Moose Range plans



large extension of its equestrian trail system. It olso will have on Impressive
system of canoe trails. The programmed facilities of both thase federal oreas
are scheduled for completion by 1980 or shortly thereofter.

The tabulation of all these equivalent facilities thot will serve the Nancy Lake
Region af Service enables us to subtract them from the estimates of total need
in Nancy Lake itself. This factor, olong with the others entering into the deter-
mination of actual facility needs are shown on the table on poge 18.

EXISTING & PROGRAMMED EQUIVALENT FACILITIES

Swimming| Picnicking | Fishing | Booting Ice Hiking Camping Horseback | Sledding Woter Canoeing | Soiling Ladges
Not Canoeing] Skating| ond Riding Tobaggoning | Skiing Cabins
Nalure Walks
ALASKA DIVISION OF LANDS
Existing | Areo 24 Unlls Extensive | 3 Romps | Area | 15 Miles {Appx) | 278 Unils Exlensive Extensive
Programmed (except
Nancy Lake)
MUNICIPAL
Existing | Area 34 Units 6 Areas 30 Units | Area
Programmed
KENAI NAT'L. MOOSE RANGE
Existing | Arsa 27 Units Extensive| 5 Ramps 17 Miles 115 Units Extensive | 80 Miles | Extensive
Pragrommed 44 Unlts 246 Units 80 Miles 180 Miles
CHUGACH NAT'L. FOREST
Existing 52 Units Extensive| 2 Romps 80 Miles 281 Units Exlensive | Area | Extensive
Pragrammed 429 Units
COMMERCIAL
Exlsting Extensive| 10 Ramps 105 Units Extensive Extensive | 300 Roams
Programmed (Approx.) {Approx.)
MILITARY
Existing 2 Areas
Progrommed
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Exlsting 12 Units 1 Ramp | Areo  |NA 42 Units
Progrommed

NA - Not Availoble















COMPARISONS - 1952 - 1963-64

Time Spent Number of % Size of | % Visiting Complained Desired
in Alaska Highway Compers | Party Anchorage | Lack of Improved
Vacationers Compsites Campsites
(Departures) (Includes trailers)
1952 11 days 5,493 55% 2.6 52% 18.4% 26.7%
*1960 13.5 days NL.A, 56.7% NLA, 80.7% NLA. 54.3%
1963-64 | 9-1/2 days 17,344 50% 3.2 60% N.A. 8%

*From the University of Alaska report, "Taurist Industry in Alaska {1960)’" which also makes the following

general comments regarding the camping vacotioner,

.. . Campsites ond good comping facillties are necessary for increasing the number of highway visitors.

. . . The United States is becoming more camper minded and Alaska must meet the demond of the camper visltor.

.. . The stote shauld develop natural recreational areas for campsites and provide comper focilities.

. . . The importance of campsites is shown by the high percentage that are using the present facilities.

Group Camps

Facllities for group or organized camps in the Region of Service presently con-
sist of a 40 acre area ot Russian Jack Springs Park, City af Anchorage, used
by the Girl Scouts, Kings Lake Camp, an area of 260 acres at Wasillo which
is used by the Girl and Boy Scouts, YMCA, 4H and various churches. This is a
highly organized aperation with permanent buildings, o recreation hall, direc-
tors’ resldence and an area for water sports,

Undoubtedly, as time goes on, additional group camp facilities will be needed.
Since Nancy Lake will serve Ideally for this purpose, two locotions have been
set oside. See Detoil Plan of Group Camps, and description, pages 37 and 38.

Picnicking, either o short or long term activity, can sultably be provided in
either urban oreas or in large, natural parks such as Noncy Lake. Distonce is
the major factor determining use and the outlying area would receive primari-
ly the all day visitor. His picnic would be ossaciated with any of the other ac-
tivities that Nancy Lake will provide, but these would be secondary to the pic-
nic ltself. Very extensive picnic facilities are indicated in the Nancy Lake Re-
gion of Service largely becauss there is at present a distinct lock of the
particular facility. Believing this deficiency will be corrected, especiolly with
more close-in, shart term facilities, despite the fact thot no specific programs
could be shown, Nancy Loke will not attempt to provide for the full shortoge
that is indicated for 1980. Rother the total demond has been reduced from
3500 to 2900. It is believed this number will be adequate to satisfy the de-
mand af the all-day users of the Region of Service. Also, capacity of the land
wauld seem to have been reoched with this number. See Plan and Description,
Typlical Picnic Ground, pages 41 and 42.

Playing Games

This activity ranges all the way from shuffleboard {usually for the elderly)
through the court games all the way fo the major game of golf. Some, such as
scratch court basketball and/or softball; the court games of tennis, handboll,
badminton and volleyboll are all short term octivities entailing on expenditure
of less than o half day. For such short term activities, people will rarely trovel
any distonce. They are therefore urban and more logically municipol or
borough responsibilities rather than state. They have no real ploce in oreas
such as Noncy Lake. People will travel a great distance to play golf and the
gome would be a major attraction at Nancy Lake, particularly enhancing the
Lodge operation. An 18 hole course is included on the plans, with possible
expansion to 36 holes. However, it is painted out thot, according to the usual
standard of 18 holes per 50,000 population, four 18 hole courses will be need-
ed in the Region of Service by 1980. One of the three exists at EImdorff Air
Base serving a population of 25,000 militory. Two additional courses should be
provided by either the boroughs or the City of Anchorage. For Plan and Des-
cription of Nancy Lake Golf Course, see pages 35 and 36,

Hiking Trails and Nature Walks though seporated in the ORRRC studies ore
here combined becouss there will be little opportunity for the hiker who pre-
fers miles of distance betwsen himself and others. Troils through the Noncy
Lake terrain wlili be easy and suitable for the less rugged type hiker, Isoloted
trail camps will be provided for families or orgonized groups who wish o light,
backpacking experiencs.






FACILITY ANALYSIS TABLE

Baating Hiking
(nat canae|(4)lce & Nature (3)Horseback | (4)Sledding | Water
Swimming | Picnicking | Fishing ar sail) Skoling Walks (2)Camping Riding Taboganning | Skiing Canoeing Sailing
Annuol days per persan 4.63 2.34 2.05 1.48 1.0 .81 .40 .32 27 .21 .07 .05
Tolol user days - 3 months 1,025,545 | 518,310 | 454,075 327,820 |135,000 179,415 54,000 70,880 36,450 46,515 15,505 11,075
summer [ 980
Tolal users peak weekend
doy 1980 21,367 | 10,798 28,379 6,840 27,000 3,737 3,375 14,760 456 2,907 323 230
Size of party 1 2.7 1 2.2 2.2 2.2 2 2.2 1.5 3 2 2
Tolal parties 21,367 3,999 28,379 3,109 767 1,699 1,687 671 304 969 161 115
Space requirement per 1710 lin. ft. | 0.1 acres | (1) 100 f. 6 ocres  |0.05 acres .02 4 0.1 6 acres 1/2 mile 5 acres
party beach shore or trail miles 0.2 acres frail miles acres
| ocre
wajer
Total space needed 2,136 399 27 mlles or 18,654 |83 ocres 340 337 acres 268 304 5814 80 troil miles | 575
tin. f, acres 25,481 acres trail miles troil miles acres
acres
Less existing equivalent 500 283 units | (7)Acodemic | (7)Aca- |40 ocres 112 941 units 00.00 {5)100 acres | (7)Acodemic |80 trail miles [(7)Academic
facilities elsewhere in (not demic (nat trail miles {not (not
region calculated) colculated) calculoted) calevlated)
Less programmed equivalent 00.00 200 units | {7)Academic | (7)Aca- |20 ocres 283 675 units 80 trail miles| 150 acres (7)Academic | 180 trail miles|{7)Academic
facilities elsewhere In {not demic {not trail miles {nat (not
regian colculated) | calculoted calcaulated) colculated)
Net facility requirements 1,636 |{6)3,524 | (7)Academic | (7)Aco- |23 acres 00.00 71 units 0.00 23 acres {7)Academic | {7)Academic |{7)Academic
lin. f. units (nat demic {(not surplus +iroveler {nat {not (not
1/4 mile| 352 calculoted) | calculoted of 55 mi. 1100 units calculated} |colcuiated) calculated)
acres
1171 {6)

(7) This statement means thot further analysis of the activity would

(2) Residents based an  ({3) Cambined (4) 5 manths
be pointless since the imbalonce af supply and demand is such

1980 papulation with foat seasan -

(5) Judgement
adjustment

(6) This tatal not
provided in

(1) 10% streom fishermen
90% baot

of 135,000

trails

resident popu-
lation only

Nancy Loke

thot it cannat be corrected by Nancy Lake facilities.

See text explanatian





