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Big Eddy
River Mile 16.5

Acreage 16.07

Legal Description

Township S North, Range 11 West, Seward Mendum
Section 24: Lots 14, 15

NWA4NE4SE4

Site Description

E 16 k t le fr the Big Eddy Road, off
RS0 plG e Bunl bl o e Ko v e g 1
8 loCa

parkmg area 1 on e north side of the

Situated on the outside of a large bend at River Mile 165 theatehasGGOfeetofKenm
River frontage. The entire site 18 in the Kenai River's drological
analyfixs thet poi%nt of land on which the site rests could conoexvably be iso ted y a major
meanger Cut-0

Vegetation on the flat site is a mixed forest of cottonwood, birch and white spru ce thunder
stg%e ge:'?'xe: gf several typlu Soils arewell—dr::%eg, shallow lsrxlct loams underlai '8

* A single vault atrine, a ﬂoatm doclg two 1cmc tablu and 200’ of elevated m al walkway are
on site . The site is accessib e %h the Bxg Eggy Road or by boat from the
River. The site provides sanitary acthtxu for sockeye anglin
Analysis

Big Edd#s on the uPper end o intensi ed lower ver. Within one mlle of the
sité are 6 vate y-opcrateé gr

g or more than 200 camping
units, % storatlog ?n ﬁo ca?l.m ow the Division'to
upgrade the oatln oC 1ty, a and revegetate
approximately 2 o niverbankin the spring of

Recommendations
1. Access Facilities

The Division of Parks and ?utdoor Recreation should contmue to closely monitor
this site to be sure the new facilities are used appropnately.

2. Bank Restoration

B e AT pojet e M placeapd g ing B e

the restoration project from foot

3. Regulatory/Informational Signing

'I‘he Dmsuﬁl of Parks and Outd should erect ry and mfonnatlong.l
s whic ark bo es an v131tors of p atlons and e
rmation about e restoratlon pro_lect an mportance of rip anan resources



Bings Landing

River Miles 39.5
Acreage 125
o3 Raoth Range 8 West. Seward Meridian
owns
%4NW4 lying south of the Sterling Highway

ection 21: Lot
ect}onﬁo Lot

Site Description

Bing's Landin 1s 125 ac at River Mile 39.5, miles upstream f
comgmum 2 m sﬁndm is the tradi mi; e of the boa faunch gt
site, opera or many years by ploneer resident

A distin feature of this site is the Naptowne Rapids which has traditi nally served
asaRi v%rmcipllnm g point, since ?ew aters%gvel %h this hazardous whﬁewater
Launching facilitiés at Bing's Landing are above the rapids.

The sues to 0 declines from the Sterling Highway south to the Kenai
River. Thi p g!eaghl)x,u%rr?u ed' at several pomts%y rel tlvel %'at, gast-%vest beneches A flat
terrace exten S back 2 uplands

goltlfotnegggﬁ ' gvrlgs‘tm vegetatlon tﬁ: up?ands 18 nuxeﬁﬁ l'eﬁtanclnw te spru lgcz spruce and

This site is pnmanly a dagr use facility with a boat ramp, eighteen edy use parkmg

sites, eighteen parkin: campsites, water well, and a sin vau it

Recreanonal use of this site revolves around boat launchi gi, sockeye salmon fishing
% gi associated with the first two activities, A f downers u nver use

the arenay or long term parking because they do not have road access to thei

prope

The September 1995 flood damaged the nverﬁ'ont tent camping area and the
downst;r)eam niver front trail. The tent camping area was closedg and the trail was
rerouted inland in 1996.

gectlon l 6: W2S

Analysis

The ex:stmag facnlmes were constructed in 1988 hase one of a two phase pro

The secon iwse was the construction of a campground. The camp %ound was
never built and € current parkmg lot has been vxded into two sections, one

camping and one for day use On peak days du edg % e season it is not unusual
to li(ave over one hundréd an ﬁfty excess vehicles parked along the road leading into the
par.

The downstream fishing area was also impacted by the September 1995 ﬂood and the
river bed was reconfigured. The traditi nalaccess mts(ll]iom the top of the hi

bluff) are now treacherous and & The Dmsxon attempted to add?ess this problem b‘ﬁ\u
routing the foot sgn%o dangerous areas during the summer of

effort was moderatel y succes ut a long term solution needs to be developed

The river bank was re-contoured in this area and cultural sites were impacted. The
Division of Parks fenced and closed tlns area to foot traffic in 1996. A new trail was

developed from the lower end o per? o new bluff access point. Fishermen
The lower fl ain terrace, d ﬂti mpletely inundated e
September 199 Sp tﬁo exposey %verbank ?gg:mt

ood. can access this area n
of the fencing. A long term solution needs to be cl'evelopeg ? or thls area also.



Recommendations:

1. Campground

The Division of Parks and Qutdoor Recreanon should pursue nlxzm the EVOS Manne

Recr txo:x f gﬂr otubas secured to construé:t l'm-tl_yﬁu 8 oun?o
Tl?o een ex: mg deve pment and Sterling wWa )o e Bing s dm%

51 e ground sh o c;u e camping sxtes, spaces, tent? s,

and : %xcmc tables. amtary tles water wells, inteérpretation an a picnic sheiter sh

inclu

2. Bank Protection, Restoration and Access

'I'he Division should pursue addxggnal EVO iMarme Restoration and Recreation project
gtorev ¢ th eunact Q upstream and downstream of the boa!

W %n g platfi orms are needed to protect npanan vegetation, provide

access and boat tie ups.

A stairway that scales the hl%ﬂ bluff, inland ﬁ'om the river, needs to be
constructéed. Thi e users to trav 1 from t?lne end of the Ipark to the
other with outc Fu p and own the unstable face e bluff. It will also link all
of the new inland t S (away from the bluff and niver edge) together and make the
area more attractive to use.

3. Sanitary Facilities

The Division of Par and OQutdoor Recr d install an additional toilet at the
down stream ene of the gark The toilet s oulg f,'; sited in thea\lrllguntly g‘t!the lx)l?.lﬁi'l fishing
area and the existing east-west section line

4. Cultural Resources Survey

Adetaxledsng'v fthestesculturalresourc?sh uld be . will
inventory and assess the s11te 's resour da ongoterm macggggncateex% P ag w1[l §¥
developed for the cultural sites.

6. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks shoul cti ith interest !
51t: stéga}dghxp program fo‘ri’tgscs?mun fon wi ed conunumty groups develop a

7. Closures

The Dmsxon of shoul shing cl the fishin
platformsg reesraflef the fristing bank fishing closur ?%'r"éx‘ﬁ&n&osed °

protect npanan

8. ADA Accessibility

;I;h& ggthm latforms wa_{_k‘%a)};’sD d new sacgalm{) fa%h shoujd ee cv?cngtnx;uycg

the boat launch to prowde parking for di

9. Regulatory and Informational Signing

'l;‘l}e Division of Parks a.ng Outdoor ﬁreatl should

ormatm signs, iden &nes and IL'rexform t

regulations and prov%e ?nformant%n about the restoration pro_ua::twés,l a?:? &e importance of
riparian resources.



Ciechanski
River Mile 15.5

Acreage 34.18

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range i1 West, Seward Meridian
Section 24: Lot 1

Site Description

The Ciechanski site is a 34 acre park unit is land-accessible from Ciechanski Road, off
ornski Beach Road. Located at River Mile 15.5, the site is bordered by a private

campground, Riverquest and is close to several other private campgrounds

Imm ely upstream of the park unit is a 35 acre undevelo arcel owned by the
Kenai Penigsuﬁa Borough. P ped p wmee by

The park unit oqcuPies an upland site, an average of 30 feet above the Kenai River. One _
corner of the unit slopes off to a terrace a few feet above the River's surface. Vegetation is

ical of the area, with the predominant species being birch and white spruce. Several
ggtural featm'ese%re locatedgt Ci kis.pem g and white sp ev

A small floating dock provides access to the toilet facilities from the river. The site
has two picnic sites and is used for bankfishing during sockeye season.

For more information on this River stretch, see the River segment descriptions starting on
page

Analysis

The Ciechanski unit is located in the most heavily-used section of the River. There are
several privately-owned campgrounds and boat Eun_chm in the area which provide most of
the services typically available at state recreational sites.

For these reasons, facility development at this site should be limited to those types
which compiement the existing recreational facilities . EVOS Restoration and
Recreation funds will allow the Division to upgrade the floating dock facility, install
a grate walkway, and revegete approximately 200 of nverbank in the spring of 1997.

Recommendations

1. Access Facilities

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should continue to closely monitor this site
to be sure the new facilities are used appropriately.

2. Land Acquisition: Lot 2, Section 23, T5N, RIIW, S M. :

The Department of Natural Resources should add the 35 acre parcel located immediately _

upstream of the Ciechanski site to the Kenai River Special Management Area. The parcel is
owned by the Kena: Peninsula Borough.

3. Bank Restoration

Once the new revegetation project is in place and the fishing Platform is installed, the
Division of Parks shouid close the remainder of the frontage to bank fishing to protect
the restoration project from foot traffic.

4. Culturai Resources Survey

A detailed cultural ces survey should be conducted, Th will invento
andeassas the site'srggoulrxrcu and a long term g&nagene&n plean will develc';'gedt.y



5. Cultural Site Stewardship ,
The Division of Parks shouyld, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a
site stewardship program tfor this unit.

6. Regulatory and Informational Signing
The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should erect regulatory and

informational signs, which identify park boundaries and inform visitors of park
lrg:gul,ations and %%vxde ufomalt%x? about the restorat?on projects and theplmportance of
S

riparian resources.




Cooper Landing Boat Launch
River Mile 82

Acreage 5

Legal Description A

Township 5 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian
Section 28: Lots 12 and 13

Site Description
The Cooper Landing Boat Launch is is located on a one acre parcel that was
adnumstratxvely transferred to the Kenai River S Management Area in === It is

located on the ownstream sxde of Kenai River Bridge (Kenm Lake OutletL
5 %an ing popularity of the exnstm%_}aunch and the lack of hc restrooms
m the ooper area are what prom e Division of Parks and the
of Fish an, Game (ADF&G) to investigate the existing facnlxty's otenttal for
expanslorL Site analysis clearly showed that the lot was too small to provide for a facility
and the only other parcel the state owned in the area was pnimarily wetlands.

J ohn and Dottie Ingram, local homesteaders, owned 4 acres between the two state
cels and oﬁ'erec?r to sell them to the state ADF&G's Sportﬁsh Division purchased the
Broperty an ed the ramp improvements usm% ederal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration
allop-Breaux I-) DPOR fun ed t e p a.rea, walkways, restrooms,
portation nhancement

and mte{%A atxon y securin

thr oug% the Alaska Department of ransportatton and Public

Fa;:t ties. The comp eted facility will be managed by DPOR as a unit of the state park
system.

The facmwll be constructed during the 1997 season and will be managed to rovnde
boat launc g, restrooms, water, walkways and viewing plattorms. There will
be no bank fishi g, overmght camping or picnic facilities on site.

Analysis

The Cooper Landing Boat Launch will be the first State Park facility that visitors to the
Kena1 Perunsula will' encounter. Viewing stations, platforms and walkways will provide
views of the river and the mountain environment and interpretative panels will provide
information about River and it's resources. The launch improvements wili provide better
access and the traveiling public will have a much needed rest stop. The river frontage will
be clg%d to bank fishing to prevent impacts to the ripanan habitat and trespass on private
prop

Recommendations
1. Facility Management

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should continue to closely monitor this site
to minimize the conflict between boaters engaged in launching and the visitors wishing to
park and use the rest stop facilities.

2. Bank Closures

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, in cooperation with the Departmen Mﬁ %f
Fish and Game should close the nver frontas%e to bank fishing. Close monitoring
required to prevent any damage to the nearshore areas.

3. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should erect latory and informational
s ns, which ldentlfx park boundaries and inform visitors of park regulations and provide
ormation about the restoration project and the importance of riparian resources.



Eagle Rock
River Miles 9-12

Acreage 577.43

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 6: Lot 8

Section 7: Lots 5-7

Townshlsp ecix orthLl(’;an e 11 West, Seward Meridian
on
Section 12: Lots 1-3, 7-10, 13

Section 13: Lot |
SW4NW4
Section 14: Lots 2, 7

Site Description
This 577 acre y umt is named for Eagl e Rock, a prominent landmark at River Mile '
11.5. Thr of the River's southern shi l"Qre are included in tlns ark unit. Most of the

area is w d, p?.mcul arly along the shoreline. There are isolated an areas scatt
through the unit, forested with spruce and birch. The River adjacent the umt is tidally
influenced, often resuiting in steep and muddy shorelines.

The unit is compietely undeveloped The nearest road is approximately one-quarter mile

away. Eagle Rock Campgro owned and operated, is located on the north
shor% di%(lectly across gr ﬁeom theypark unit. The Pllla;.g’ tlm{t of the KRSMA
approximately one mile upnver

The Eagle Rock area is one of the most heavnl used portions of the entire River.
Recrea onal actxvmes m the ww take p age i on the Rfver surface, althou,
for shmg. ome up

tidall d recreation at thxs site 18
olnen¥ex? evrewm . Land ownershi pmthe surrounding area is mixed between

public and pnvate entities. The City of Kenai owns substantial acreage on the north shore of
the River, as well as several islands immediately adjacent to the unit.

Analysis

This unit is composed largely of wetlands which should not be developed or dlsturbed
These wetlands provide important habnat for ﬁsh, wat erfowl and ten-estnal animals. This
open space aiso provides a na % for the many boat anglers which use
this stretch of the River. This land should be closed 1o any activity which will threaten

the npanan vegetation and the surrounding wetlan of Fish and Game w1th

NR's concurrence, closed the unit from niver mﬂe 10 5 to to bankfishing in 1996, during
the second run of sockeye salmon.

Recommendations:

1. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The D1v1s10n of Parks and Outdoor Recrqmon should erect latory and informational

sxagins which identify park boundaries and inform wvisitors of tﬁeggank%osures and the
ues of the resources that the land provides.

2. Closure to Camping

The Division should pursue regulations that will close this undeveloped unit to
camping.



3. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a detailed survey of the site’s cultural
resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site’s resources as a first step in formulating a
long term management strategy for this unit.

4. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a site
stewardship program for this site.



Funny River
River Miles 29, 30

Acreage 336.46

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian Section 28:
SE4SE4 Tract 6, Heistand Subdivision Addition No. 2
Section 33: Lots 1, 3 SEANW4 portion of NE4 lying west of the Funny River
Road

Site Description

R:ver at River Mile (R) 30 of the Kenai River, is compo sed of three separate

s: unny ver tategg:reanon Slte, a 14 acre parcel n rtho Funnnyvper ad0
acre parcel bisected by F River. These state park lands surround a pnvate
SublelSIOI‘I located at the conﬂuence of Funny River and the Kenai River. Total Kenai
River frontage is slightly more than one-half xmle The fourteen acre parcel provides
sanitary facilities, a floating dock, day use parking and a smail camping area.

The topo iphy of the Funny River site is rolling and gently siopes north and west toward
hai Ri f

the Kenai River. At th e sout east corner of the site is a steeg‘l orested hill. A well drained
ench, approximatet 00 feet w1de, fronts on the Kenai River. For more information

on tlns area, see the ver segment descriptions, starting on

Analysis

Three river miles upstream of the Funny River uni ghway bridge over the Kenai River

is proposed The bgd e will connect the Sterlin I% y Fugn River Road,

y shortening travel time and dlstance to Rlvet‘s south shore. This bridge will
1mmed1ately place addgnonal demands on the south shore for recreational access an

facilities.

Des ite it's proximity to the bridge crossing, this pro pert?r terrain and wetlands make it an
ely can%xdate fg' future recr%ano ével Opglent should be managed as open

dpace and resource protection land. The 14 acre parcel of Funny River should be
loped to continue provide day use, tent camping and lower impact recreational uses.

EVOS funding has been secured to provide an improved floating dock, bank

revegetation, walkways and fishin ormsatfpurteenacre arcel. this site.
Cogsguucno':’l of the pggject shoulg ﬁa.rt in the spring of 1997. P

Recommendations

1. Acquisitions

Land Acq ulsmon East half of Section 32 lying south of the Kenm River, TSN, R9W,
SM. Thls 41-acre ?arcel adjacent to the y River unit of the KRSMA_ is
state-owned land with an approved selection by the Kenai Peninsula Borough.

2. Bank Restoration

Once the new revegetau roject i in place gta e Recreation Site) and the
fishing platforms are_ i ed! the Division o Parks shoul close the remainder of the
frontage to bank fishing to protect the restoration project from foot traffic.



3. Camping Closure
The Division of Parks should pursue r ions that wouyld close the two

gggl%viglgoped parcel downstream of the Funny River confluence to overnight

4. Regulatory and Informational Signing

Regulatory and informational signs, which identify park boundaries, inform visitors
of tions, and id rmation abou iparian resour
of park regulatons, gnd provide informaton sbout the rp ces should e

5. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a detailed survey of the site’s cultural
resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site’s resources as a first step in formu-
lating a long term management strategy for this unit.

6. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a
site stewardship program for this site.



Honeymoon Cove
River Mile 13

Acreage 430.68

Legal Description L
Township 5 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 7. Lot 15

Section 18: Lots 4-7, 10-13

NE4SW4

E2NW4
Site Description

This 430 acre unit in the lower River is located on the south shore and encompasses 1 1/4

miles of shoreline. Vegetation is a compiex pattern of wetlands, with ty%lca.l asses arn(

sedges, and well drained upiands of mixed spruce and birch forest. The floo dplam in this

River segment ig quite narrow, often extending less than 50 feet from the ordinary hl&t)l

}:vater line. The floodplain is wider at several points, attaining a maximum width of 8
eet.

e

Privately owned lands surround the Honeymoon Cove site. Castaway Cove is a small-lot
recreational subdivision. Kenai Riverbend Campground and Riverquest are

privately operated campgrounds with camping units and boat launches. These

facilities are available to the public on a fee basis. Recreational use of this unit is the
heaviest during sockeye season. The River adjacent to the unit is heavily used
throughout the fishing season. Three popular fishing spots, Honeymoon Cove,
Falling-In-Hole, and The Pillars. are located in the area.

Honeymoon Cove is undeveloped but has two defacto boat-in t_:an_}%sites. A local
rgmdgnttlﬁ access road traverses the northwest comer of the unit. There are many cultural
sites in this area.

Analysis

The number of public boat launches and cam;:g;'ounds in this area continue to suggest
that new facility develo(rment on the state land is unnecessary. The unit should
continue to be managed for habitat and cultural resource protection.

The Department of Fish and Game, with DNR's concurrence, has closed the river
b:lnk from mile 12.5 to mile 13 to bank fishing during the second run of sockeye
salmon. ‘

Recommendations

1. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division should erect regulatory and informational signs which identify park
boundaries and inform visitors of p?rk regulations and prgelsde infonnatic:fly a%out the
importance of the riparian resources.

2. Bank Fishing Closure

The Division of Parks should request that ADF&G close the river tl;ank from mile 13
to approx. 13.5 to bank fishing during the second run of sockeye fishing.

3. Cultural Resources Survey

A detailed survey of the sites cultural resources should be conducted, the survey will
inventory and assess the site's resources and a long term management plan will be
developéd for the site.



4. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division should, in conjunction with int ed i , devel i
1\ ) shll pnpro nc thf;lsite. interested community groups, develop a site

5. Camping Closure

The Division should pursue regulations that would close this parcel to
overnight camping.



Izaak Walton
River Miles 36

Acreage 8.4

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian

Parcel #1: Starting at the Southwest corner of Lot 6, Section 7, TSN, R8W, go South 0°08' East
a distance of 888.1 feet to the center of road to corner no. 1, which is the true point of beginning;
then North 73°5' West along the center of the road a distance of 727 feet to corner no. 2; thenin a
southwesterly direction a distance of 515.6 feet plus or minus, along the line of mean high water
of Moose River to point no. 3; then a distance of 108 feet plus or minus, to point no. 4 along the
line of mean high water of Moose River to Kenai River; then a distance of 75.3 feet plus or minus,
to point no. 5 along that river; then upstream a distance of 808.6 feet plus or minus, at mean high
water along Kenai River to point no. 6; then North 0°08' West 150 feet to point no. 7, then South
89°57' East a distance of 208 feet to point no. 8; then North 0°08' West 213.9 feet to point no. 1,
which is the true point of beginning.

Parcel #2: Starting at the Southwest corner of Lot 6, Section 7, TSN, R8W, go South 0°08' East
" a distance of 1,102.0 feet to corner no. 1, which is the true point of beginning; then North 89°57"
West 208.0 feet to corner no. 2; then South 0°08' East 150 feet plus or minus to corner no. 3,
which is a point at mean high water of the Kenai River, then Southeasterly a distance of 238 feet
plus or minus, along the line of high water of that river to corner no. 4, which is a point 268 feet
plus or minus, South 0°08' East of corner no. 1, then North 0°08' West 268 feet plus or minus to
corner no. 1, which is the true point of beginning, containing one acre plus or minus.

Site Description

1zaak Walton is lg_cated at thg confluence -ﬂ,f (?e Kenai and Moose ers in the community of
Sterling and has frontage on both nvers. mventory inclu es a 25 unit campground,
day us€ parkm samtary facilities, and a boat launch. Purchased by the Izaak Walton e and
resold to the state, it 1s one of the most hlghly developed and the rost intensively used o

state park units on the Kenai River.

Topct)_Fraphy a]on% the waterﬁ'ont is flat, nsmg rapidly 40 feet to the level of the Sterling Highway.
t area 18 Wi ¥ear floodplain. The s1te is forested with mature white spruce
a proxlmate 60, feet t F oo affic has damaged much of the brush vegetation along the
shoreline, de g habltat values.

Existing recreational uses center on overnight camping and sport ﬁshmg from the bank. The

sockeye fishery occurs on both river frontages (Kenai and Moo h d sigmficant bank erosion has

occurred as a result of uncontrolled access. The September 1995 Hlood maﬁuﬁ the existing

fros:on p{ott)‘l n and i m 1996 the Division of Parks administratively closed the Kenai River
rontage to foo

Important prehistoric cuitural resources are located at this site. Preliminary tests and partial

excavanons suggest that occupatxon by Eskimo groups began ap roximately 2, 200 years ago and
was followed g askan occupation which continued until after contacg European
explorers in 1780. The site 1s listed on the National Register of Historic Places

For more information on this area, see the River segment descriptions, starting on page



Analysis

Izaak Walton is a v opular site. In order to reduce the adverse impacts of such hea o
visitation, g&_egevel%rgn?erﬁ project inclyding re\nseg vehicle cxrculalt%%, redefined parld‘g:é road
Bavmg, definition of camping areas, and a system of traffic barriers was completed in 198%.

espite these improvements, demands for camping, day use and boat launch parking far exceeds
the available space.

Recommendations
1. Fishing Facilities e
The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should construct a network of walkways and

shing platforms on both river frontages to protect ripanan on and cultural resource. The
re-cst%tﬁishmem ofp vegetation is agtan%portapm component of this plan

2. Closures

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should evaluate the river frontage at [zaak Walton

once the fishing platforms and waikways are installed and determine which areas need to be
closed to access to further protect riparian habitat.

3. ADA Accessiblilty

The Divisign of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should construct ﬁshm(g latforms and associated
wafkwlgr? %81 the existing day use parking area to the Moose River orp ﬁ?lfing opportunities.

4. Sanitary Facilities

The two aging vaulted latrines at Izaak Walton need replacement. The tanks may be compromised
and leaking liquids into the ground.



Kenai Keys
River Miles 43.3, 45

Acreage 249

'l‘gcvt\msion f 5 lelttl)rg\, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian .
i
g%tlfn 36: Lots 2, 3, 5-8, 12- 33, and Tract "B", Stephankie Alaska Subdwnslon, ASLS

gm'n‘S “;i4ered lsland located

hm the S%

Lot 2 dm the Kenai Keys Road R/'W dSt hanki

aska Subamslon, ASLS #73 146 g the | and Step ©
Site Description o
L. catedatvaerMile StheK lstheu permoststate ark unit on the
R?ver i% pomon o Eocateﬁ on the er's no s gre
encompassec acres. K s contains a 9 e vaer’s south shore
at RM 4 Thls undevelop p borders the Kenm Nanonal e to the east,
thus rov1 %( direct access to recreanonal resources of those federal ands ccess 1s by
foot from the Kenar Keys Road or by boat.

The park comprises two dxstmct topographical types. Most of the area 1s rollin; h.llﬁ
elevated an average 20 f eet above smgl-:p epressions. The second OPO ghl
type 1S gn extensive wetl dman Jn the umt's weet portion, between uplan

o the
east and privately-owne to the west.

Fi d tat val Kenai Keys hi erfront tr ed
il s e P Yy

ocumented nearby lands in this River stretch are
re atxvely undlsturbed b%devel ment actxvmes or land ased travel, the local bear

ulation 1s judged to able. The Kenai it of rtant b
E Er xmngrauogx c%r%d or an rov:desek eys ?dlenusgp areag ohrnll?rpg% c%}tlcezlotr‘zgons of
e urin, wse con ons are decliming due to agin;
degauous egpec'fespano8 tﬁg advance r{’e spruce. n & ene

al
s e a&méhmmd;“ e e A e, o

th be ey:ns h&) i refgu?bgsvnt’rout mt sﬁa;glrge e;iwmnwategs
%cgra%on %”sﬁulaﬁ a?c gn Lmerged unes upstream o 45 own to Be trout
spawning grounds.

Analysis

The bank of the Kenai River in the vicinity of the Kenai Keys unit is composed of .
actxve y-eroding gravel bluffs g in height from five t? 30 feet. In the lower portion of

roperty, reca*ntl upro t trees known as SW out over th e Rlver and testLE‘y
to t e erosnon The ope o p&er to the River

o Creek confl uenoe %h fish habjtat
wh1ch must be respected. No qocess 8 ould ?evel%ped to the Ri er in bﬂs a.real.l
Because t nv ont area air yreoexves unng the soc eye s e
grea Sggélld be closely monitored to ensure t habltat natural values are not lost or
egra

The Kenai Keys unit borders lands that the Kenai National Wildlife Reﬁ.t e recently

purc froin the Kenai Native Association. There is an opportunity ft or both agencies to
mangggonexr lands in a cooperative effort to protect habitat, cultural resources, and outdoor
recr. purposes

The Kenai Keys and Kenai National Wildlife Refuge area rsa ortion of
angeler ort g the second run of sockeye salmon. It i? S0 as hrFa?’ parea for fall
silver saimo Dg Management of this site should continue to Eocus on protecting
fish and w:ldhfe itat and Continuing to provide access to fishermen.



Recommendations

1. Cooperative Management and Day use Facilities

The Pivision of Parks and the Kenai N "’b‘{% ccems
m%'g?:i a?l.lmeg to wnng:fﬁm % 2 l;hmg

2, Closures to Camping
The Division should pursue regulations that will close this unit to overnight camping.

3.Bankﬁshing Closures

t this tshouldbeevaluatedt determine if rtio ofth arcel
needsbeclo 8%oottraugc(toprotectnpman e resources). portions © P

4. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should erect and
mfgrmau“sc;n:l %@g which |deuulj(°°rpark boundanaon mfomregulatory Vls:tors of park
regulations and provide information about the riparian resources

5. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a detaxled survey of the sue s cultural
resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site’s resources as a first step in formu-
lating a long term management strategy for this unit.

6. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a
site stewardship program for this site.



Kenai River Flats
River Miles 5.8

Acreage 685.85

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridan
Section 16: Lots 1-10

SE4

NW4NWA

SE4S5W4

Township § North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian
Section 15: Lot 8

NW4SE4

N2Sw4

N2S2SW4

Site Description

Thi t consists almost entirely of wetlan di i1 kn for th annual
of ssngvn; g%ece and other watele'ilowl ftweunngthe sp. ds, ar %mat% . stagm.gpwg
in th mag as

in April, remaining in the area until ice-bound areas ernorthha

snow geese con e here at one as well as swms, -ﬁ,w’ white-front
mallards, pi eons cran .other waterfowl es Flats also provrdu an
important restrng an eeding area for migratory waterft

- The flats are also a year-round range for a small herd of lowland caribou. Caribou are often seen
fro?n r%ada\;rays an?:l )t’he River, and are ca,rpitnpul,ar attrac%og fognwd?hnfe v‘llewmg a:da;hotography

e 100- uite ext Kenai Ri mile in width.
eRrver erelstxgﬁﬂmffl Mom&vammegpeu ced a steep
and muddy shoreline. e ice floes are winter months

The Bridge Access Road (Warren Ames Bridge) traverses the with vel ullouts at
bnd%er:ute serving as wdd% observation points i22) ints. There are g urltl)n‘nmate gra p thTxere
a public restroom, picnic tables and interpretative signing. Otherwise, the area 1s un eve oped

Th two distinct u landareasmtheKenle er Flats unit. One area is immediat.
upsetrree:rlne of the Warrenli\mes Bnd t% e, known locall‘_,y as lg%rch Island. ‘I‘lu; 1sland" of well-dmned
0

ground surrounded by wetlands is thought to contain numerous cul sites and resources. The
other upland area i located at River Mile 8 and consists of a Froxunate ly 30 acres. It
occupies a bench about 50 feet above the with mature mixed forest of birch and spruce

typical of the region. It contains many cultural sites.

Recreatxonal use of the area is Iumted During the s waterfowl migration, as many as 400

ﬁ hotograph ets and si seers visit the area daily. 'l'lgxggsltanon is «:.ongatl I almost ent¥rely to the
1ghw corn or the pullouts at the bnd%e crossnﬁmSport fishing from boats is increasing
during salmon season ( une on season (ﬁugust and September).

Shore ﬁshmg in the vicini the bn'glge 1s moderate to heavy for hooligan in May and during

personal use dipnetting in une and J The area is heavily used for waterfowl hunting during

the fall, because of its accessibility to local residents.

Analysis
This area should be managed for habitat o blic information/interpretation and
coxlmnued access for persgnal use dipn Inter%rgtuanon should continue to focus on wildlife,

waterfowl, estuarine wetlands, estuarine fi. resources, and the marine mammals that use
Kenai River .

New facilities should respond to existing demands and activities rather than attract new visitors or



activity types from other areas. Theexlstmg facility is adequate but the parking area should be
delineated (within the existing fill footprint) and platforms or walkways installed along the
perimeter of the parking area to facilitate viewing, picnicking and additional interpretative displays

Recommendations:
1.. Cultural Resources Survey

A detailed cultural resources survey should be conducted, The survey will inventory and assess
the :ite': resources and a long tert;y management plan will be developed. verory an

2. Facility Improvements at Warren Ames Bridge

The Divisign of Parks should install grated platforms adjacent to the existing fill to provide an
area for wildlife viewing, day use and access to the dip net fishery. Delineation of parking spaces
and new interpretative panels should be inciuded in the project

3. Cultural Site Stewardship

The Division of Parks should , in conjunction with interested community groups, develop a site
stewardship program for this unit.

5. Regulatory and Informational Signing

Regulatory and informational signs , which identify park boundaries, inform visitors of park
{egt%;ll?tlﬁnr:s’ ta}fild p{ovide 'mfonna%}g about the esmalr)ine resourcesa;hou?d be developecP and
installed at this site.



Kenai River Islands
River Miles 11-41

Acreage 63.80.

IT__egal ]?ngs%n et Range 8 West, S d Meridi
owns ot'th1 ( est, Seward Meridian

Section _f7: Lots | 17g St’

Townshlg S North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 6: 9-10

Section 7;: Lots 2-4, 8, 11, 16

Section 18: Lots, 2, 3. 14

Section 19: Lots 3, 17

Section 30: Lots 2, 8

Section 31: Lots 7, 10

Section 32: Lot 7_

Section 33: Lots 5, 8

Section 34: Lot 10 L
Township 5 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian
Section 36: Lot 2 within NE4

Site Description

Seventeen islands, spread between River Miles ¢ 11 and 41, are part of the Kenai River
Special Management Area. Parts of two of the islands are owned by Cook Inlet Region, Inc,
(River Mile 42.5). The remammgg 15 islands are publicly owned in their entirety. They range in
size from less than one acre to 975 acres. The larger isiands are vegetated with typical riparian
species. including willow and cottonwood.. The small islands are scoured by winter 1ce and
support only smail woody and herbacious vegetation. All islands are subject to tlooding.

The islands are important habitat for bald eagle nesting and ove_xwinted% Fish habitat values of
the isiands are some of the highest found a.urwhere in the Kenai River. The vegetated shorelines
provide cover for rearing fish'and the graveied ends of the islands are favored spawning areas.

Most of the islands are in the lower River where the most intense fishing takes place. Existing
recreational use consists of random day use and bank fishing. The large oresteg islands receive
more visitation than smaller isiands. Access to all of the islands is by boat.

]

\Q\L

Analvsis

The Kenai River islands have traditionally been used for river recreation. Lower levels of use in
carlier years, coupied with the cieansing and rejuvenating actions of penodic floods, hzve aliowed
the 1slands to be seif-maintaining. The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation closed all of
the islands to camping in the mid-eighties in order to protect their valuable riparian areas.

Curﬁgégt signing informs visitors that the islands are closed to camping and that open fires are
prohibited.

Many of the islands are beginning to show the effects of the expanding sockeye fishery. The
Division of Parks , in cooperation with Department of Fish and Game, closed the majority of the
torested, heavily vegﬁtated islands to bank fishing in the summer of 1996. This closure was in
ettect during the sockeye salmon run and was instituted to protect the riparian habitat of the
islands. Allg of the islands are susceptible to flooding at hxgg water periods and no facilities should
be located on these isiands.

Management should continue to consist of an assertive informational program that informs
visitors of the islands sensitive nature and the necessity for a pack-it-in/pack-it-out trash policy.



Recommendations , :
1. Land Acquisition: Lots 10, 17, Section 27, TSN, R8W, S.M.

T}\{ﬁ)xgssu)m &t;t Parks should investigate the potential for 8urch}glrnmthe other half of the islands

are owned by Cook Inlet Region, Inc. clusion in the Kenai River
pecial Management Area y - (CIRD) Rav

2. Bank Fishing Closure

The Di f Parks, i with the artment of Fish and Game, should continue t
cloge tmsll:lgn%s to bani:n é:s?h?g Qn seeo]t)xﬁp &lmon run. Th Dmsngn o congnge

to monitor the islands and detemune more resmctlve closuru are nwded in the ﬁnu
3. Regulatory/Informational Signing

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should erect ory and informational si

hich identify park boundaries and inform visitors of park ions (0 cam
Hehing closiret. eto) and Tocstio of Bagrors of p (open fires, camping



Morgan’s Landing
River Miles 30-31

Acreage 299.50

Legal Description

Township 5 North. Range 9 West. Seward Meridian
Section 21: SWA4SE4

Section 28 Lots 2, 3, 7-9, 14, 15, NWASW4, NE4NW4
Section 33: Lot2

Site Descnpuon

13\60 acc 3% al,%re site on tbe @ of oa@f River at l\v'{’%g
‘(ﬁwy on from W

organ amﬂy

T,
spruce, b g:'act asm aln a thin em? ersto is present.

et oy chmileg, i AR ?{f“ sl

ﬁ; kalxé%jcgomon of the upl,ﬁlld at wals cleaaed &r
area 1s ow eranons
Po%h omea?e 0 ulss now e site 3{“‘16" t camsﬂnaxlgi

cam areas to the n rg%n
s1te ofa p ? nﬂg] own as vep ? ut 1S even ore
Crow ed eye

Eaveai;ai%rds:a%%ug&c gg(’éﬁ :;‘é Mu:%}:z%hie ‘gﬂggk eﬁlosmn

“%phlc

Lonipla e i o e ol e Homed o nd
ral allocaggi m ﬁsal ge much of the
f‘:gtgoarat;ﬁl I qwed lth& vs?;ﬁn Improve access to the soc on in
fneaégggggn o h Nt glﬁas anchored dowh a;hantaéle riverside
Analysis

outstan of the M ‘ "s di
eas sne M ‘ﬂ?%é:ofm
e Ie it ,em*%%% e

oat acces actxvme suc

th h :
is togs or ore c eas '
ands

go&xgt,n e to foot

e u landscurren rtthe dthe use area. The
ds atbem%r“g to ecu.re trail system
gﬁx nver that meets e Amencans
1sa ties Act
The low wetlands are not smtable jon but become

VC SpOWCoOver.

avaﬂab je tor winter Hro

These tactors t o lo e or a
vear -Toun
tamping an ter ctoss-co :



ce sh e the Ki te
Tl‘%%t:tc m%%% % 8?}? used o?’o unteer m umts

Recommendations

1. Day Use Area

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should improve the existing day use

area by d g parking spaces, picnic sites, signs and a shelter for day-use
acuvities.

2. ADA Accuéibility

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should co ¢t an accessible trail
system from the existing day use area to the nver for bank g opportunities.

3. Fishing Platforms and Walkways

The Dmesalon of Parks and door g%ﬁn E:J%%urln omns}:;gt 3‘°shm% platfonns and
g_ orm that meets AD ¢ terminus o the accesslble

route.

4. Riverfront Camping Closure
E‘dhepall\ln::on ofParksandOutdoorRecreuuon shouldcl nverﬁ'on eggs 'sahlgh

O Landin Ur 1
pnorfgi u Mo s and adm% ) s oulg
encouraged uate campmg picnicking sxtw ex:st 1n the uplan areas
5. Acquisition :
C kInletReglo Inc. (CIRI) is the owner of erofseverallar arcels adjacent
tool(\)do iz Tls ulperty ?mmm%y %nlands fgn ngvgs?oncof Par’
and Ou oor Recreatmn should investigate the potential for purchasing this
The wetlands rec several small streams andseepsmthe state park and are
xmpo?‘tant to the con ued health of the 11 edparcel gould also provide
winter trails for cross country skiing, ski joring and dog sl
6. Regulatory/Informational Signing
The Division of Parks tdpor Recreation should ato an
informational s1 f a‘?ﬂ %:nn%yorpark boundaries, provi tlon out river
resources and park regulations.



Nilnunqa

River Miles 36
Acreage 42.47
Legal Description
Township S North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian
Section 7: Lot 10
Site Descripti

This 42 acre s1te contams significant cultural r m glnotably a prehistoric village.
The 18 undeveio .on the re of the Kenadi River at its

uence with the Moose River. It is accesﬁy road from the Funny River Road.

Accordm to archaeoiogical observat:ons, the village site contains about 40 housepits of

origin or function. Detailed description the area awaits proper archaeological
excavatlon, testing and inventory.

The site is snuated on two terraces separated by a small, steep bluff to the Rlver The
wer ve the enm River, occupxes a proxxmately eg and is
ruce an

t immediatel
enmele:o:ttﬁgtléoim 3ano sun txs l&lfrestedwuhblacksgu  an
is 15 to 25 feet above the Kem?l River surfice 5 1s forested in whlte sprucg la)md birch.
This property has been ex Raesnencmg some recreational use, mainly during the

sockeye season. This use ed the banks and there has beéen somge erosion
occurring. The D1v1s10n determined that the cultural features and the riparian area were

being damaged 3' this use and a Director's Order closing the banks to oot traffic
was issued 1n 19

Analysis

Consistent with the Division of Parks and Qutdoor Recreation's goal of preserving and
interpreting Alaska's cultural heritag %he Nilnunqa snte should be managed and developed
to emphasize Cook Inlet rehlstory ro rty sh ou be managed for culturai
resource objectives and recreatlo ould occur only if they are compatible with
those objectives.

Recommendations
1. Cultural Resources Survey
The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a detailed survey tglJf the site's cultural

resources. The survey will inventory and assess the site's resources as a first step in
formulating a long-térm management strategy for this unit.

2. Cultural Resource Management Plan
Ew L e mﬂ’ééhu?c‘é‘ﬁ?oi?n":n?‘b -
onc

ow e sife nsr e pjan should consider
esxteo eaﬁa epan o
consx ub cuseo

twns, an meégomm "{wré,‘:?"o loglé:l

3. Site Stewardship Program

The Division Qf Parks sho ld uncn ested. co lo a
sntee stM p program for s sxt Ho(s)tn d :rremntmtzm& 18 bui P




Pillars
River Mile 12.3

Acreage 15 acres
Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range lOWest,Sewu'dMendxm
Section 7: Lot 17

S » D - 3

the old Kenai Bri pmmumplmdm&emmmtheboatramp,dwmlm
3ocatedmtgeoneofth egtsu'et of the Kenai River. Maturespruceand
ominate the ;ltean eareu jacentto nver 18 relatively ﬁurbed e:t%hn
complexes exist on the pro the area is tldaﬂllg s site was d
in the 1986 Kemu Rlver Comprehenslve Planasa ocatlon or a
public facility. The existing ramp, road access and the undeveloped nature of th gn;tn'o
were all reasons this site was recommended for future acquisition and developm

The Alaska Dﬁmmem of Flsh and Game's S(ADF&G Dmston purchased the
propertyml asap:ln_noded ongoege‘_alAl A rtF‘ un m for the
was provi d to 1
iy ToRered 10 2t Dieell o atos s, e ooy g

ct,
nl The land tur factht es were to be
%y the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreutlon (DPO R)e s W

DP Rand ADF&G realized that the undisturbed banks would soonbe
ublic use. So a land m ement stmte&was develo that closed the Rro to

shing but allowed the public to access aggg
ol phace '%““’nm‘”""‘cuw‘“w'ﬁ‘m% e ad, m
e of co on c access ro
lot, watelrJ well and additional restrooms are ail art of gad ] 18

esigned to provide boat launchin; ‘&%arkmg and toxlet facnh es for the boaung blic,
The prOperty remains closed to b there are no camping or picnic es.

Analysis
The Pillars is located in a section of the river that expenencec heavy boat traﬁic but the
T%lan ad]acent to the nver for many miles upstream

ownstream are
at ramp shouid improve access to this stretc o? the nver and the lumtatxon of use
to rest stops or boat launching should blend wath the existing landscape.
Recom tions
1.Facility Management

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreatlon should contmue to close ¥lmomtor

this site to insure that the boat launching activities do not interfere with the boats docking
to use the toilet facility.

2. Acquisition : ‘ : :
Cook Inlet R Inc. (C fa arcel of land upstream of the
Slgrs The pgglonr’ty l: v(aluibmg :1’ the owner v "larg‘e vmgn shouldlqrwesugate the

potential for purchasmg
3. Regulatory/Informational Slgnmg

The Division of Parks and Outdoo Recre;ur on should and mformatxonal
u_‘%:els, which 3ent park boundufes rm visitors ;:%;\m tions and provide
ormation about restomtxon project and e of riparian resources.



Pipeline Crossixig
River Mile 17

Acreage 19.97

Legal Description

Township 5§ North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian
Section 19: Lot 16

Site Description

This 20 acre unit is located on the south shore of the River, du’ opposite ﬁ'on
Poacher's Cove, a private smail-lot recreational tﬁl e site is travers 5 an

underground gas pipeline, and still shows evidence of e land clearing conducted

the pipeline's construction. Second etation and the surrounding undxsturbed
vegetation is riparian, composed of willow, aider. cottonwood and other water-tolerant
species.

The site is entirely within the 100-year floodplain, occu a lowland bench several feet
above the Rlver'y normal water sgrface elevgt?:)% pying

For more information on this area, see the River segment descriptions starting on
Analysxs

The Pipeline Crossing i 1s road accus:ble, but there is no "legal” road access to the
snte e topography of the site and |t'.vﬂ:‘» ximity to the gas line should
preclude any evelopment of the site. The Pxpehne Crossing should continue to be
managed for open space and habitat purposes..

Recommendations:
1. Bank Restoration

The riverbank in the downstream portions of the property is extremelx impacted
bank fishermen. Efforts should be made to secure funding to provide ank restoratlon.



Slikok Creek
River Mile 19

Acreage 37.14

Legal Description

Township 5 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian
Section 36: Tract“A", Slikok Creek Alaska Subdivision

Site Description

The Slikok Creek site is located at River Mile (R) 19 in the
lower Rlver6 below the Soldotna Bridge. The 40 acre site is

accessible by road through a residential neighborhood and by
foot trail from Kenai Peninsula Community College.

Slikok Creek bisects this recreational site, and drains
nelghborlng wetlands before emptying into the Kenai River.
As the creek passes through the site, it meanders within the
Kenai River's floodplain. Slikok Creek is an anadromous
stream with a small, returning population of king salmon.

Pink salmon use the first 100 yards of Slikok Creek for
spawning.

Uglands north and south of the creek descend steeg, forested
bluffs 40 feet to Slikok Creek and to the Kenai- River. The
uplands and slopes are densely forested with white sgruce,
birch and willow. Creek bottomland has old-growth cottonwood
and a variety of understory brush species.

The Slikok Creek site is a well known shore fishing area and
receives heavy use during the fish;ng.season. Loca ,
residents use the site for shore fishing and tent camping;
boaters use it for camping and day activities such as
%1cn1ck1ng. Improvements on the site include sanitary

acilities, stairways, a parking lots and trails to either
side of the Slikok/Kenai confluence.

For more information on this area, see the River segment
descriptions, starting on

Analysis

Slikok Creek is within the Soldotna citg limits, in a
rapidly expanding area. Land access to the site is via
residential roads. Because of its physical configuration,
the site is capable of supporting on g a moderate level of
activity. Despite these limitations, the Slikok Creek site
provides an important recreational opportunity for local
residents and for boaters.

EVOS Marine Recreation and Restoration funding has been
secured and is earmarked for trails, stairways, gratewalks
and flshlng platforms at Slikok Creek. The design work for
1
98.

the projec s underway and the project should start up some
time in 19



Recommendations

1. Bank Restbration

Additional EVOS funding should be secured to provide f
additional bank restorgtion and revegetation.p oF

2. Cultural Resources Survey

The Department of Natural Resources should conduct a
detailed survey of the site's cultural resources. The
survey will inventory and assess the site's resources as

a first step in formulating a long term management
strategy for this unit.

3. Cultural Site Stewardship Plan

The Division of Parks should, in conjunction with interested

community groups, develop a site stewardship program for this
site.



Appendix C
Permitting Procedures



APPENDIX C
PERMITTING PROCEDURES

PERMIT MATRIX, GUIDELINES, AND STANDARDS

The permit matrix, guidelines, and standards of Appendix C are designed to interpret the statutory
responsibilities of the permitting agencies while bringing consistency and predictability to the
permitting process. DNR, ADF&G, KPB, ADEC, US COE, USFS, and US FWS and other
regulatory agencies should refer to the accompanying permit matrix, guidelines, and standards
when adjudicating permit applications. The public and permit applicants may also use the permit
matrix to determine what the requirements are for a specific use or structure, permitted
construction methods, materials that can be used, and the size restrictions that are placed on some
structures.

The guidelines are not regulations, but they are based on current local ordinances and agency
permitting policies. Permitting agencies may authorize deviations to the stated requirements of
the Permit Matrix if habitat, public safety, and the river's water quality is protected. The revisions
must be in the overall public interest, meet the underlying requirements of the permit guidelines,
and minimize impacts to adjacent property owners.

It is the intent that the agencies, in applying the standards of this Matrix to subsequent permitting
decisions, will act in a fair, equitable way in approving permits of a similar type; that their
decisions will be based on the best available professional judgment and information, that they will
attempt to follow the recommendations of this Matrix and their standard regulatory authorities in
a consistent, predictable fashion; and that they will exercise discretionary judgment, varying from
these standards stated where reasonable and appropriate.

In the review of permit applications the agencies shall consider (but are not limited to) the
following factors: overall utility of project, ease and costs of installation, and availability of
material -- consistent with the need to protect habitat, ensure public safety, and avoid
inappropriate recreational effects.

USING THE MATRIX AND GUIDELINES

The matrix is broken into specific habitat types and is cross referenced with seventy one different
activities. The habitat type appears at the top of each page and the structures or uses appear in
the first column on the left side of the page. The matrix is read from left to the right, the
applicability and compatibility of each activity rated, and the numbers that refer to the special
guidelines for the proposed activity are listed.

The guidelines are located on the pages following the matrix. The first eighteen permit guidelines
apply to all projects and the remaining 139 guidelines are "special guidelines” that are applied to
specific activities.

December 2, 1997 C-1



High and Low Value Wetlands

The permitting matrix also identifies activities and uses that are conditionally compatible or not
compatible in the wetlands adjacent to and within the Plan Boundary of the Kenai River. High
(HI) value wetlands are wetlands adjacent to the Kenai River, its tributaries, or other areas within
the Plan Boundary that provide functions critical to the river's resources, water quality, and
habitats, and/or are hydrologically connected to the river or its tributaries through surface or,
especially, subsurface flow during the low water winter months. It is probable that all of the
wetlands that are depicted in the Plan Boundary area are high (HI) value wetlands. Low (LO)
value wetlands are all those, that based on best available information and professional judgment,
do not perform critical functions of the type described. It may be determined through the
permitting process that low value (LO) wetlands occur on a case by case basis within the area of
the Plan Boundary.

It 1s intended that these definitions of high and low value wetlands will be changed as a result of
the HGM wetlands assessment process now underway. It will be important to translate the
functions of the slope and riverine wetlands that are identified for the representative wetlands in
the HGM process into wetland values, but through a separate analytic process. It is further
intended that the wetlands portion of this Plan as well as Appendix C will be modified through
that process, with an appendix (or some similar structure) adopted as a component relating solely
to wetlands.

Until the adoption of the amendment, the aforementioned definitions will be used to describe the
terms high (HT) and low (LO) wetlands in the Permit Matrix. When the wetlands component is
adopted, it shall guide and provide the basis for, at least in large part, the permitting of wetlands
within the Plan Boundary of this Plan.

Jurisdictional Comments Key

Each habitat type in the matrix has one column for jurisdictional comments, or who will issue
permits or authorizations for each activity listed. Letters of the alphabet are used in place of
agency names. The translations of the letters are listed below.

A = Alaska Department of Natural Resources

B = Alaska Department or Fish and Game

C = Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
D = Kenai Peninsula Borough

E =U.S. Corps of Engineers

F = Environmental Protection Agency

G = U.S. Forest Service

H = None

K = City of Kenai

S = City of Soldotna

December 2, 1997 C-2



PERMIT MATRIX

RIVER REACH RIVER REACH AND HABITAT| RIVER REACH RIVER REACH RIVER REACH
Oto11.5 TYPE Entire River Including Tributaries| Entire River Snow River
HABITAT TYPE Mainstream Kenai and Tributaries] HABITAT TYPE HABITAT TYPE HABITAT TYPE
Estuarine Wetlands {below OHW) Contiguous Wetlands Riparian including the 100 yr Alluvial Flats
floodplain
m (= m 4] m &3] [Ra) . m
(2 L EBE[3.-1:. BIEIZ. |, [EI8]3 412 7
w , ~ — ~
SI|582 B, [S|5]| 232 |82 [S|5| 280 |8 [E|5]| 2592 |8, |05 342 |8,
> S12|188C Fx |5|e| 828 |EZ |Ele| 822 |EE |S|e| 828 |E5 |Slz| 82S |F&
= |E|2|EGERE B3| =55 |25 ||| 252 |4 |E|3| E5E |2g |&|3| 255 | g2
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PERMIT GUIDELINES LIST

A. General Guidelines

12/2/97

The following general guidelines should be employed by all allowable activities, as
noted on Appendix C.

. Projects-shall be located, designed and maintained so that natural water
circulation patterns are not interrupted unless the changes are an integral part of

the project purpose.

2. Projects shall be evaluated in consideration of the overall number, density and
proximity of similar structures.

3. New development, when compatible with resource values, shall be located
near existing development, before committing undeveloped areas to development.

4. Activities shall conform with all applicable local, state and federal regulations.
5. Activities shall not adversely impact adjacent HIGHER value wetland area.

6.  Activities shall not be allowed if they are contrary to the public interest.

7. Projects shall be sited so as to avoid spawning and rearing areas.

8. Demonstration or experimental projects may be allowed as determined to be
appropriate by ADNR and the appropriate resource agencies.

9. Any discharge of dredged or fill material, or point source water discharge
shall be free from toxic pollutants.

10. Any project or activity shall be properly maintained in accordance with
existing regulations.

11. All temporary fills shall be removed in their entirety.

12. Heavy equipment working in HIGHER value wetlands shall be placed on
mats.

13.  Only those projects which have a reasonable chance of success shall be
permitted.

14. Mitigation will be required for all unavoidable impacts.



15. The fill or alteration of contiguous or hydrologicaly connected wetlands will
be opposed.

16. The minimum instream flow necessary to maintain fish and wildlife
production at its full potential will be maintained in the Kenai River and its
tributaries.

17.  On public lands, vegetated riparian buffer will be maintained at a width
adequate to remove at least 95% of silt, turbidity, and other organic and inorganic
pollutants from surface runoff based upon the best available information.

18. Permitting agencies may authorize revisions to stated requirements if habitat,
public safety, the river water quality is protected. The revisions must be in the
overall public interest, meet the underlying requirements of the permit guidelines,
and not impact adjacent property owners.

B. Special Guidelines

12/2/97

The following special guidelines shall be employed, as noted on Permit Matrix.

. Appropriate erosion control measures shall be taken where erosion is a
problem.

2. Surface disturbance including disturbance to wetland areas shall be
minimized.

3. All slopes shall be stabilized.
4.  Construction equipment shall be limited to the project site only.
5. Structures shall be pile supported.

6. Total fill shall not exceed 10% of the wetland property. Variances may be
authorized as appropriate for septic system installation.

7. Minimum lot size shall be 40,000 square feet, 20,000 square feet of which
shall be suitable soils as defined by ADEC.

8.  Setback for septic systems shall be 100 feet from any water body including
ditches.

9. Activities shall conform with ADEC regulations concerning waste disposal
sites.
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10.  Winter use (between November | and March 15) of ATVs may be allowed
on public lands unless otherwise prohibited. This does not eftect ATV use on
private property or on designated ATV trails and access routes.

11. Fill in excess of that needed for structural integrity of the project shall not be
placed.

12. A containment berm shall be constructed which will contain 100% of the
largest tank capacity within the containment berm, plus an additional 12 inches of
free board sidewall distance.

13. Docks and other structures will not infringe on important recreational areas
of the river, sensitive habitats, and cannot interfere with another’s property. No
structure will be permitted that is an impediment to fish movement.

14.  Ditches shall not physically connect to any natural body of water.

15.  Settling ponds and grease separators shall be used to maintain water quality.
A strict maintenance schedule shall be planned and undertaken.

16. Hydroelectric facilities shall be permitted in waters which do not provide
anadromous fish habitat, or on reaches upstream from such habitat, only where
water quality and quantity, including normal distribution of streamflow, can be
maintained and where no significant individual or cumulative impacts will occur.

17. Fencing shall be used to prohibit livestock from entering a natural stream
course.

18.  An offstream water source shall be used.
15. ADNR grazing guidelines shall be followed.
20. No water table alterations shall be permitted.

21. Ensure that disturbed soil areas are revegetated within the next growing
season. Natural revegetation is acceptable if the site is suitable and will revegetate
itself within the next growing season.

22, The storage of petroleum products on a dock 1s not permitted, except for the
act of fueling.

23, Styrofoam or other floatable, non-toxic material may be used for floating
docks providing the floatation materials are contained in some manner to protect
the material from breaking up and being released into the Kenai River.
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24. Fuel, oil and other petrochemical products shall not be stored within 100’ of
the river.

25. Culverts shall be installed to maintain natural surface drainage.

26. Existing river bank vegetation shall not be disturbed or altered to facilitate in
the installation or removal of the floating dock, walkway, stairs, or spruce tree
revetments.

27. A minimum of 50’ shall be maintained between the development and the
Kenai River. A buffer width of 100 is preferable for uses of significant size or

having potentially significant impact to the Kenai River.

28. All fill material shall be obtained from an upland source or other approved
site.

29. Winter construction activity shall be confined to the time when there is one
foot or more of ground frost and a minimum of one foot of snow cover

(i.e. October 15 through March 15))

30. Pre-existing contours shall be maintained.

31. Discharged waters shall not exceed state water quality standards.

32. Avoid disturbance to important habitat areas such as (but not limited to)
designated caribou calving areas or waterfowl! staging areas.

33. The structure shall be pile supported only.

34. No material shall be removed from the Kenai River except that which is
necessary for the placement of the boat ramp.

35. Activity in the estuarine wetland area shall occur during times which avoid
disturbance to staging waterfowl.

36. Modification to estuarine wetlands shall be limited to necessary public
projects and with the site disturbance confined, preferably, to the existing turnouts

only.

37. Excess material excavated from the site not needed for site development
allowed by these guidelines shall be disposed of at an upland site.

38. No equipment shall be operated within the flowing waters of the Kenai River.
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39.  Each water intake structures shall be centered and enclosed in a screened box
designed to prevent fish entrapment, entrainment or injury. The effective screen
opening may not exceed 0.04 inch. To reduce fish impingement on screen
surfaces, water velocity at the screen/water interface may not exceed 0.1 foot per
second when the pump is operating.

40. These activities shall be determined on a case-by-case basis.

40(a). Pile and removable pile floating docks may vary from applicable standards
only if the state determines that adequate fish passage, public safety, and overall
public interest is served and appropriate permits have been approved.

41. There shall be a 100 setback to any natural body of water.
42. Minimal sides slopes of 2:1.

43. The Alaska Historic Preservation Act (AS 41.35.200) prohibits the
appropriation, excavation, removal, injury, or destruction of any state-owned
historic, prehistoric or archeological resources of the State. Should any sites be
discovered during the course of field operations, activities that may damage the
site will cease and the Office of History and Archaeology in the Division of Parks
and Outdoor Recreation [(907) 762-2622] and the appropriate coastal district shall
be notified immediately.

44. No pilings or walkway supports shall be placed below the Ordinary High
Water Line (OHWL) or in the riverbed.

45. The only site that will be considered for a proposed boat harbor is the
“TAMMS” site which the city of Kenai has considered, in the past, for a public
boat harbor. An individual permit review would be required for this site.

46. Minimal trail widths shall be used as determined by DNR.

47. Construction of rest areas shall be at existing car turnouts. Rest areas will
also be considered at boat-in areas as well.

48. Floating docks, landings, gangways, walkways, steps and ladders, and similar
structures, with at least 75 percent light penetration, must be constructed so that
no part other than the supporting posts, are within 8 inches of the ground.
Structures with less than 75 percent but a minimum of 25 percent light penetration
must be constructed so that no parts, other than the supporting posts, are less than
18 inches off the ground.

49. Only water dependent uses should be sited adjacent to the Kenai River.



50. No overflights by aircraft below 500 feet altitude shall be allowed from
April 1 through May 15; and August 15 through October 31.

51. Activities shall allow for minimal impact on wildlife resources.
52.  Activities shall be allowed as provided by existing regulations.
53. The structures shall be removed seasonally.

54. Structures shall be designed to effectively secure moored vessels and avoid
creating hazards to river or air navigation.

55. The total surface area of floating docks per parcel should not exceed the
amounts outlined in the dock standards table located in this appendix.

56. Non-treated or pressure treated materials are preferred over surface
treatment. Creosote-treated materials shall not be used in contact with the flowing
waters of the Kenai River. If treated with wood preservatives, the dimensional
lumber shall not be treated with products containing creosote or
pentachlorophenol.

57. The project shall be permitted only if there is an overwhelming public need.
58. The project shall not be located in an important spawning or rearing area.

59. Bank disturbance (of soil and vegetation) shall be minimized.

60. Associated facilities shall not be located in the HIGHER value wetland areas.
61. Mining is not compatible within the mainstem Kenai River.

62. The project shall not extend beyond Ordinary High Water Line (OHWL).

63. Floating dock landings, gangways, walkways steps, ladders and similar
structures with less than 75 percent but a minimum of 25 percent light penetration
must be constructed so that no parts, other than the supporting posts, are less than

18 inches off the ground.

64. The maximum width of the structures shall be 8'. However, a lesser width is
advised if trail use is not expected to be heavy.

65. The project shall be designed so there is as little maintenance as possible.

66. The activity shall comply with EPA and DEC wastewater discharge
regulation,
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67. Mining and material extraction will not be authorized below the ordinary high
water line (OHWL) of the Kenai River or its tributaries.

68. The sag in a utility line shall be such that the lowest point in the line is at least
50 feet above ordinary high water line (OHWL).

69. A property owner that owns adjacent river front lots may install one dock and
is subject to the dock standards listed in the appendix table and the requirements of
items #80 and #81. Authorizations may be obtained to place additional extensions
to the dock for each waterfront lot owned.

70. No fill for bridge approaches shall be placed in the riparian zone. Pile
support approaches may be acceptable on a case-by-case basis.

71.  Guiding shall be allowed as specified by ADNR.

72. Bank restoration measures shall be limited to areas where the erosion is
excessive.

73. No project shall be permitted unless there is a reasonable chance of success.

74. The project shall be designed so that there is no increase in water velocity
along the waters edge.

75. Plans shall be reviewed and approved by a registered engineer at the
applicant’s expense.

76. Adjoining property owners on the Kenai River may install a (one) dock for
the purposes of accommodating the boats of all owners participating in the “joint
dock”. Docks may not be constructed on those lots that participate in the joint
dock, and owners must agree in writing to the use of the dock. This agreement is
to “run with the land”. Variation to the agreement will require amendment of the
initial agreement and the issuance of a new permit. The size of the initial dock
must be reduced as a result of the changes in land owner participation.

77. Certain demonstration projects shall be allowed provided that field checks be
done before, during and after construction which will include velocity
measurements and fish surveys.

78. Roads shall be constructed perpendicular to the river and shall be built only to
access ramps or other water dependent activity which requires vehicular access.

79.  All construction shall occur during low water periods which is normal
between October 31 and May 15.
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80. In areas of the Kenai River that are influenced by tidal fluctuation, floating
docks may not extend more than 25 feet beyond the mean high tide line.

In Kenai Lake and Skilak Lake, floating docks may not extend more than 40 feet
beyond the ordinary high water line.

In areas of the Kenai River that are not tidally influenced, private floating docks
shall not extend more than 10 feet from the water’s edge at any water level or river
stage below the ordinary high water line. Public floating docks shall not extend
farther than 12 feet from the river bank, measured horizontally from the ordinary
high water line (OHWL).

81. Permitting agencies may authorize deviation from the requirements stated
herein if wildlife resource, public safety, and water quality standards are met. The
revisions must be in the overall public interest, meet the underlying requirements of
the permit guidelines and not impact adjacent property owners.

82. The project shall not be designed so as to reclaim land from the river.

83. Reserved.

84. All disturbed areas attributable to this project, from OHWL to 16 feet upland
from the OHWL shall be revegetated to provide cover for juvenile fish and to
provide additional bank protection. Revegetation shall be accomplished with
woody and herbaceous plant species naturally found on site and at a stem density

of at least 33 percent of the existing natural densities. All revegetation shall occur
prior to June 30 of the same year that construction occurs.

85. Secondary treatment is required.

86. No material shall be removed from the Kenai River except a minimal amount
which may be necessary to provide a flat base for the toe of the structure.

87. All construction work shall be completed within one construction season.
88. Riprap shall be free of loose dirt or gravel below the ordinary high water line.

89. A landowner may be required to design and construct the walkways in such a
manner that sections can be removed during the season for wildlife access.

90. Organic material such as trees, brush or soil shall not be deposited in the
Kenai River unless specifically authorized.

91. The structure shall not impede bank access under the bridge.
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92. Barrels used in the construction of floating docks shall be cleaned and sealed
to prevent the escape of hazardous material into the Kenai River.

93. Stabilization measures shall be sufficient to withstand a 100-year flood event.

94. Projects that deviate from the standards of the walkway and floating dock
table may be approved on a case by case basis.

95. Removal of material shall not be done by suction dredge.

96. The installation and location of the pilings should minimize the impact on the
river bed substrate.

97. The amount of walkway allowed per parcel shall not exceed the amounts
outlined in the walkway/floating dock table in this chapter.

98. The maximum lot coverage or impervious surface limitation shall be 10
percent.

99. This activity shall be determined on a case by case basis, only when a floating
dock is not feasible.

100. Reserved.

101. Reserved.

102. Intensive livestock operations (feedlots) shall be prohibited.
103. Gross density shall not exceed 10 sites per acre.

104. No on-site septic disposal. All sewage shall be in holding tanks for off-site
disposal.

105. Permanent structures or appurtenances shall not be allowed on any individual
campsite other than tent platforms, fire pits and concrete pads.

106. Individual on-site sewage disposal or water supply systems shall not be
allowed for individual recreational vehicle campsites.

107. Clustering techniques shall be encouraged which reduce lot size while
preserving open space. Such techniques should, however, achieve the same
overall density which would result from application of the prevailing minimum lot
size.
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108. The project shall be located a maximum distance from bald eagle and (where
applicable) important bird nesting, feeding, and over wintering areas. The distance
shall be determined on a case-by-case basis.

109. Associated structures shall not be located in the alluvial flats.

110. Associated structures shall be designed and placed so as to prevent hazards to
birds and raptors.

111. The scope and dimensions of the authorized work or activity shall not be
increased.

112. Other than access for commercial river guiding operations, water dependent
industries shall be restricted to designated areas in the tidally influenced areas of
the Kenai River.

113. Only non-persistent pesticides/herbicides and fertilizers shall be used.

114. Use of non-persistent pesticides/herbicides and fertilizers shall be not exceed

manufacturer’s specifications or leach into HIGHER value wetlands or the riparian
buffer.

115. Reserved.

116. A complete block (plug) shall be maintained at the head of the existing canal
until all canal and basin excavation and bank sloping work is completed.

117. The excavated material shall be placed inland at a sufficient distance to ensure
that no material shall re-enter the water body.

118. The barrier shall remain in place until state water quality standards are
reached in the canal.

119. If an overhead utility is determined to be less damaging to the estuarine
wetlands habitat, it shall be considered as an option to the subsurface utility.

120. Residential subdivisions shall not be considered.
121. Limited to O to mile 5 on the Kenai River.
122. Only allowable for the purposes of fishery enhancement.

123. Reserved.

10
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124. Structures shall be designed so there is minimal bank disturbance.

125. Activities below Ordinary High Water Line (OHWL) shall be restricted to
low water periods which are normally between October 31 and May 15.

126. Removal of vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary to
accomplish the allowed use.

127. Aircraft operations above the Kenai River and takeoffs and landings on its
surface are subject to applicable Federal Aviation Administration regulations

(FARs).

128. This activity shall be allowed only when associated with another compatible
activity.

129. Reserved.

130. Settling ponds shall not be located within 100’ of the river.
131. No specific conditions are required for this activity.

132. A maximum of 10% of site shall be filled.

133. There shall be a 100 setback of fill from flowing water; with 200 setback
from the Kenai River.

134. Riverfront trails shall be set back slightly from river bank, but not so far as to
encourage creation of alternative trails by users wanting closer access.

135. Fire pits should be provided in all camping units.

136. Area as defined in Figure 30.

137. For disease or insect control purposes only.

138. May be allowed on a case-by-case basis on Kenai Lake and Skilak Lake.

139. For commercial harvest of firewood.



140. The siting of new oil and gas exploration, storage, and production facilities
within one-half mile of the Kenai River are not compatible. An exception may be
granted by the DNR Commissioner, with the concurrence of the ADF&G, if the
lessee demonstrates that the alternate location is environmentally preferable;

however, in no instance will a facility be located within a quarter of a mile of the
river bank.
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DOCK STANDARDS

Floating docks are the most commonly permitted structure that is placed in the Kenai
River. Standards and size limitations have been developed to allow private property
owner’s to access to the river and to continue to maintain the public waters for the
public’s use. Dock standards and definitions are listed in the table and text below as well
as the permitting matrix. This was done to make property owners aware of what the
requirements are, permitted construction methods, materials that can be used, and the size
restrictions that are placed on docks.

STRUCTURE TYPE PROPERTY TYPE STRUCTURE SIZE
Floating dock/Pile dock | Private and public Structure size
(removable) 0-74’ lineal frontage determined during

permit review
Private and public
75°-200’ lineal 80 square feet
frontage
Private and public More than 80
201’ plus feet of square feet may be
lineal frontage allowed on a case by
case basis
DEFINITIONS

The term “floating dock™ is used to describe that area that is used for the safe anchoring of
boats within the water column of the Kenai River and its tributaries. This includes the
gangway, walkway on the dock, and the extension at the end or sides of the docks that are
generally parallel to the river bank.

The term “gangway” is that part of the dock structure used to link the dock to the river
bank. Gangways should not be greater than 6’ in width. They must be securely anchored
to the river bank to maintain the position of the dock in the river.

The term “tie down” refers to guide wires that extend from the river bank to the dock in
order to resist the tractive force of the current on the dock. They usually connect at the
upstream corner of the outermost portion of the dock’s extension to the river. Tie downs
must be securely anchored to the river bank, sufficient to maintain the position of the dock
in the river, in association with the anchoring provided by the gangway(s). Tie downs may
be appropriate for installation when water velocities are great. If installed, they should be
prominently identified for the public.
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APPENDIX D
Permitting of Instream Structures

The discussion of in-stream structure permitting (Recommendation 4.5.2.3) included references to
several detailed 'notes' or clanfications. These clarifications and the recommendation are:

Recommendation 4 5.2.3-

Permit applications for the construction, reconstruction and maintenance of instream structures must of
necessity be considered on an individual basis by regulatory agencies consistent with statute's, the public
interest and best professional judgment. However, it is the intent of the permitting agencies to follow
these general guidelines:

1) New Structures And Major Reconstruction:

New structures must comply with all current habitat design and construction standards. No new
structures which impede fish passages, result in overall reduction of fish habitat, present a hazard to
.public safety or diminish recreational opportunities, will be permitted.

2) Routine Maintenance and Minor Reconstruction of Existing Structures:

Permitting agencies will process permits for minor maintenance of existing structures, even if those
structures do not strictly comply with current fish habitat standards, as long as (1) the original
construction of the structure was authorized by an ADF&G or DOPOR permit and the structure, as
built, conforms to the conditions of the original permit authorizing construction; and (2) the structure
does not increase water velocities, does not substantially impede juvenile fish movement, provides
productive fish habitat and does not constitute a hazard to public safety and recreation. Permitting
agencies will work with applicants to incorporate fish habitat criteria into maintenance of existing
projects.

3) Reconstruction of Existing Structures:

Reconstruction of existing projects which in the professional judgment of permitting agencies fully meet
fish habitat and fish passage criteria and use sound construction techniques will be authorized. The
reconstruction of projects which do not meet current criteria may be authorized if these projects can be
modified to provide fish habitat, meet fish passage standards (O - 2 fps), do not present a hazard to
public safety or diminish recreational opportunities, and incorporate sound construction techniques.

4) Financial Incentives:

Permitting agencies should continue to provide financial incentives to encourage landowners to
incorporate habitat protection and improvements to fish passage into existing structures, or to remove
these structures where appropnate. If permitting agencies mandate the inclusion of fish habitat or fish
passage measures into a previously authorized project, financial assistance should be provided by the
State, subject to funding availability and legislative approval to grant funds to private projects (see Note
3).
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NOTES:

1. Authorizations for man-made structures and stream bank alterations below ordinary high water of
the Kenai River must protect. maintain or restore essential cover, water velocity, water quality and
substrate, at those levels necessary to provide productive adult fish spawning and migration and juvenile
rearing and migration. Because jetties, and metal, rock, cement, and wood bulkheads, boat harbors and
canals do not provide productive fish habitat, provide fish traps and/or increase water velocities, the
construction or expansion of those structures will not be authorized. Maintenance of jetties and smooth
vertical bulkheads will not be authorized, but replacement with alternatives that provide fish habitat and
allow unrestricted fish passage may be authorized.

2. Individual State statues require that DNR and ADF&G review project applications and determine if
they meet statuary cniteria and the public interest, and cannot grant blanket pre-approval. The intention
of the State is to gradually phase out or modify those existing projects on state lands and waters which
do not provide productive fish habitat and which impede fish movements as these projects fail and need
to be replaced, require substantial modifications, or reach the end of their design life. This process
could take a relatively long period of time and the State intends to allow reasonable maintenance and
minor reconstruction of most existing types of projects, even if they would not be currently permitted.
However, it is not the State's intention to allow indefinite perpetuation of projects which do not meet
fish habitat or passage criteria through minor maintenance and reconstruction. There is an expectation
that land owners will be willing to work with the State to provide fish habitat and passage on these
projects. Because jetties and smooth vertical bulkheads do not provide fish habitat, accelerate water
velocities, and have been implicated as a cause of substantial bank erosion, the maintenance and
reconstruction of these structures will not be authorized. There are feasible cost effective designs or
alternative to these structures which provide good habitat and meet land owner objectives of access and
restoration of unnaturally eroding banks.

3. Since 1993, the State of Alaska, US FWS, and the KPB have offered financial incentives to
property owners to share the cost of constructing projects which both meet fish habitat criteria and
meet landowners access and bank stabilization needs. This includes the retrofit of existing projects to
enable them to better meet fish habitat criteria. In the case of jetties and groins, where there does not
appear to be any means of mitigating or retrofitting to meet fish habitat criteria, the State has offered to
pay the full cost of removing these structures and restoring the site. Many landowners have taken
advantage of this opportunity, and others have not. The State has not forced landowners to remove the
worst type of structures, but has also not allowed maintenance. State funding for cost share projects on
the Kenai will end in the summer of 1998, unless additional funds are appropriated.

Projects below OHW are on public property and must be authorized to be there by permit. No
property right is conveyed by the issuance of a permit, and no right of adverse possession exists on
public lands. Private projects may remain on public property as long as it is determined that they are in
the public interest. The State has no problem with paying a portion of or alil of the cost of retrofitting
an existing project to meet standards that meet public interests, if funding is available for that purpose.
However, there is no guarantee that funding will be available in the future, and no way to commit the
Legislature to appropriate funding to pay for projects. Additional funding has been requested for cost
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share projects, but there is no guarantee it will be provided. However, the State does not feel that it 1s
in the public interest to agree to pay the cost of replacing projects which were not authorized by the
State and are not in the public interest, or agree to forego the opportunity to improve existing projects
to meet fish habitat criteria, if the State does not have funding to pay for the improvements. This is
particularly true if the owner has passed up opportunities for state funding, to pay for improvements for
the last five years.

December 2, 1997 D-3



