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Memorandum for record:
To: Alaska Department of Natural Resources Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation

From: Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance (AOAA) P.O. Box 4053 Palmer, Alaska 99652
Subject: Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

The member s of AOAA would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the
trail management plan and would like to take this opportunity to request the creation of
limited motorized access within the park during hunting season. We would like to see the
use of low ground pressure vehicles authorized within the park boundary west of the parks
highway to elevate over crowding on general state lands and improve access for disabled
Americans. The creation or extension of existing trails with vehicles with low ground
pressure would afford a net gain of greater access to game resources within the park to
accommodate an increasing state Off Highway Vehicle, (OHV) use and population. It is
imperative that any management plans meet the added demands of our growing
population. A suggested vehicle designation of motorized vehicles designed or adapted for
cross-country operation over irregular terrain, consisting of more than one drive wheel or
track and exerting less than 10 pounds per square inch ground pressure. The use of OHVs
for the utility of gathering game resources would be restricted to designated trails
establish for such use. If you have any questions concerning our recommendation, please
contact us at the above address.

Sincerely,



AQOAA President



Dan Elliott scoping comments {notes taken by Claire LeClair during phone conversation with Dan)
12/15/09

Dan’s contact info: 376-5196

950 East Fairview Loop Road

Wasilla, Alaska 99654

Background: Has a cabin Lane Cr. east of the Susitna River and just outside the SE corner of the park
since 1969. Accesses it from the RR.

Chair of the State Park Adv board when Dale Bingham was superintendent. When he was involved with
the adv board, they were already condensed (from Upper Susitna to MatSu/Copper Basin).

Judith Anderegg was chair before Dan.

Dan is the current chair of the MatSu Borough Parks, Recreation and Trails Advisory Council.
{Ask Linda Brenner about a resolution by the borough parks advisory council about moving of the visitor

center.)

1. Main point and concern on the trail plan {assuming visitor center goes up there) is that the
access road will be used as a corridor for motorized vehicles. Recommends that snow machines only go
as far as the transportation hub. Development of the VC will make it easier to get to Curry and Kesugi
Ridges. We are losing everywhere in AK to motorized use. Peace and quiet are natural resource values
that affect both people and animals and are necessary to many forms of outdoor recreation

When involved with advisory board, got a lot of groups, agencies and others together concerning the
Petersville Road and Tokositna area. Suggestion was to have corridors that snow machines would stay
in, so there were some places for critters and others to go to get away from, but there was no
compromise from the snow machine folks.

South Denali development will allow for easier access. Winds are strong, so not that great a place to
ride anyway.

Suggests allowing snow machines to go from Sherman or Gold Cr. up to the west through a sadd!e and
to the Parks Highway. However, prefers to see no snow machines in the alpine area, but this would
work if there needs to be a compromise.

2. If VC goes in, suggest that a trail go from the visitor center to Blair Lake and that it should follow
east side of drainage from 1787. From Blair Lake very questicnable that you could get to Princess Lodge.
But at some point, Princess will want their people to have extended hikes. Also, may want to allow folks
the opportunity to drive up to visitor center and then walk downhill to Princess Hotel. Probably have a
shuttle bus at some point to go up there.

Boy Scouts will need a trail that only they use for their summer camp season. Make it east of the visitor
center trails. Need a lot of planning and management on this.

There should be a hiking trail to the Curry Lookout from Curry. Reasonable to include it as a future
possibility. Work with the RR to do this.



There was only snow machine use on Curry Ridge after Stratton tried to close it. Dan up there the year
before and there were no tracks to the lookout. Too steep without a route through the alders.
Advisory Board commented on Princess permit: hope to not restrict access to Blair Lake and

not to use helicopters.

3. Emphasize the Tokositna area should have snow machine corridors. More important to work on
Curry Ridge, Tokositna is too hard to change the current use patterns. Ideally you could have corridors
in Petersville area, but does not think it is possible to keep them on the corridors. So, really best to
restrict them in one area and that area would be the Curry/Kesugi ridge area.

Dan uses snow machines so is not against them, but there have to be some restrictions. Only way to
manage is to have some areas where they are restricted.

Point: BLM land along Denali highway has restrictions on motorized use (e.g., of Landmark Gap trails,
Haggart Trail, others), why not State parks? These areas are still open to public use, just not for use with
all the accoutrements.



Questionnaire for Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

1. What are the most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for Denali Stale
Park?

arTow The planning process 10 aciual ran planning! Siop rying at does not exist or encourage
nflicts that may exist. This first step in "planning” has had the results ot stepping in a big pile of stink or more
ikened to throwing gasoline on a smoldering fire. From the very beginning the South Denali planning process has|
et the stage to close areas to snowmobiling, especially al and around the proposed visitor center, and this latest
'trail planning” is another attempt 1o gather ammunition for the State and National Park managers to do just that.

This is a great opprotunity to do something posilive for Alaskans as weli as all visitors to the park and the
hegative implications of "resolving potential conflicts between ditferent trail users” should be removed from the
Hiscussion. | know from experiance, specificaly winter trail developement in the south denali area, that trails CAN
bring people with diflerent views and life styles together and don't need to divide. Park management should look
for examples of cooperation and not segregation.

2. How often do you use trails in Denali State Park?

n the summer 1-4 {imes a week

3. Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose (for example: exercise,
hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activity)?

[X] Byers Lake Loop
Bl of the above

Byers Lake
Activities:

Little Coal Creek to Kesugi Ridge
All of the above

Litle Coal
Activities;

Ermine Hill Trail
Al of the above

Ermine Hill
Activities:




[X] Cascade Trail
rll of the abave

Cascade Trail
Activilies:

iX] Upper Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)
of the above

Upper Troublesome
Activities:

Lower Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)

| of the above

Lower Troublesome
Activities:

Kesugi Ridge Trail (All or sections between Little Coal Creek and Troublesome Creek)

| of the above
Kesugi Ridge Trail
Activiies:

[X] North Loop groomed snow trail

of the abave
North Loop
Activities:

4. What do you like about the trails you use and why?
live and play in this area because of the terrain, remoteness, wildlife, and abiiity to be left alone. The frails are

Lsed primarily to access remote off trail areas.

5. Are there additional trails or routes that aren't on the list above, but which you know about or use? Please
describe, including location (Please use maps and drawings if this will help).
TSt abouT evely drainage, swamp, T, TaKe, elc. aré praces 1 explorg and play, m the winter, on snowmoblles. T |

Hon't feel it is nessesary to show locations on maps as they are my personal experiances and memories. |f
hthers must know where | have been, they can look at a map and I've probably been there or very near to there.

This is an important issue as Denali State Park is developed and the management of it's visitors increases. One
hf the most cherished resources is to explore areas of remoteness and "untracked lands" with litile or no
nterferance Irom others. The basic rules are in place and that is enough. This is not lo say every trip to the park
s as everyone would want, but due to the remote nature of the park, especially in the winter, it one puts some
bffort into their visits they will find what they came for more often than not.




g
and obviously see little maintenance.
bnes, are disgusting and the trailheads that are also pull offs on the highway are littered with trash and
nmentionables. | think it is shameful that there were multiple helicopter trips to Curry Ridge for the privileged
and elite to see the proposed visitor center when there is such a great need to maintain the existing
nirastructure. What a complete misuse of public funds and puts the true needs of the park last!

Any new trails developed should be muti use and multi season. All maintained winter trails should be below
treeline lo insure the expensive task of grooming will no be swept away with the first stiff wind. Summer trails
above treeline should be considered routes in the winter not trails.

7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, why?

W summer rains abo 0] ] frnTmal untl the existing riage rai 1s Improved. msiead of having
someons "design” a trail system above tree line, improve routes people naturally take to different locations. See
what people want and then improve that. | encourage park managers to get to know the area better, | know of
many cool areas within a short distance of the proposed visitor center that are not mentioned or identified in
pxisting documents.

8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What activities should these
trails to be designed for (for example: hiking, horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?

W ke 10 see a mult a ackpbone trail go .
nterconnect with the fulure trails of the proposed visitor center as well as the existing trails that radiate from the
arks Highway. At the south end, this trail would branch off of the winter trail on the west side of the Chulitna and
ould also include a bike/pedestrian trail on the east side of the Chulitna. The two would intersect in the winter
ear Byers Creek and continue north more or less paralleling the highway, but with enough separation to give a
ark like experience. This trail would be accessed from all existing trailheads, waysides and campgrounds in the
ark. It would be used by alt existing activities that occur in the park currently. Any management techniques

ould encourage cooperation amongst users and discourage rudeness, which is where most conflicls originate.
he basic trails suggested in the latest visitor center draft plan would be benifilial to those facilities but without
his back bone trail described above they will be limiting and lacKuster. | feel this back bone trail will be what
perates future developement from being a "let's stop on the way to" to becoming " let's go to and stay for a
while"

The other trail system that is overlooked but would be very benifitial is a "water” trail. Access to the Chulitna River;
ft mile 132, Troublesome Creek, Byers Creek, Mile 156, and Pass Creek would be used by boaters and hikers
hlike. Currently the "Chilly" is very difficult it not impossible to access to put in or take out any kind of boat.The
trail on the west side of the river could also be used to access \he river in the summer.




9. How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?

By Sncouragng sharnng and good banavior. Basis Kindigarden 10T SKITs would go a fong way.

10. Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included in the plan?

THE Dasic Alacka STale SIatutes should be Taviewsd and Tollowed with any management actons. AS 41.21.020 18]
ery clear on the limitations of the Department of Natural Resources specifically in prohibiting or restrictions to
iraditional means of access.

have been told by Park Managers that everyone will have to give up something in order for everyone to "win". |
Hon't know exactly what that means but it is a poor policy and management tool and should be cast out.
Cooperation, sharing and multiple use works for those who are reasonable and put in the effort. Those who can't
br won't are rude and selfish and their desires should receive little or no consideration. When you consider the
wide range of seasons and the large number of days, over the course of a year, when there are virtually no
visitors recreating in the park, it is incomprehensible to me thai there is a need lo segregate the masses for the

henefit of the fow.

11. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan.

[TTGOK 2 years of INEngive meeTing 10 develop e mulll use winler trais pran 1or he [rapper Creek and
Petersville communities to the immediate south of Denali State Park. Most of those that opposed the ptan and
lvhined, sniveled and complained throughout the process have since come to me personally and thanked me for
besolving many of the conilicts and complaints they had, primarily associated with snowmobile use in the area.
Many of those same people are the ones complaining about snowmobile use in the park and | am sure are
bncouraging closures to snowmobiles on Curry Ridge. | feel with the right approach and a lot of patients, park
Staff can also develop a trail plan that will please most folks without closing any of the park to snowmobile uss.

| would encourage the State to politely tell the National Park Service to remove themselves from this planning
hrocess. They have clearly shown their biased feelings toward snowmobile use in the Draft South Denali Plan.

12. How would you like to be involved in this planning process?
ntimately. | live 4 miles from the park and work and piay in it year round. | have over 18 years of experience
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Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

From: Wasser, Mark [MWasser@adn.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2009 4:37 PM
To: Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

Subject: Denali State Park Trial Management Plan
Attachments: altb8sb1.gif

Ms, Leclair,

| am sorry | was not able to attend any of your Open Houses.

But did want to share some input on the Plan.

| fully endorse the policy to adopt the Sustainable Trail Design Framework for all new trails within the
existing park boundaries.

This policy should also apply to ALL existing trails (within existing boundaries) - not just "when
feasible" as indicated in the proposal.

Many of the old trails actually need more work because they were not made under Sustainable

Designs.
Since there is a back log of $67M  think there should be a moratorium on developing ANY NEW

TRAILS until ALL
EXISTING TRAILS are brought in line with the sustainable framework.
Thank you for considering my input - and please do not hesitate to contact me if you feel | can be of

any assistance.
Please keep up your hard work - the Park and all of us really appreciate it.

Thanks

Mark,

Single Copy Sales Manager | Ancherage Daily News
907-257-4387
i | 1001 Northway Drive | Anchorage, AK 99508

adnom

Anchorage Daily News |

Anchorage Daily News products reach more than 300,000 Alaskans every week.
Visit us at and
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Ruth D. Wood
P. O. Box 766
Talkeetna, AK 99676

December 15, 2009

Denali State Park Trail Management Pian
550 West 7" Ave, Suite 1380
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-13561

Via email to: claire.leclair@alaska. gov

Dear Planners:

[ attended the meeting on the Denali State Park Trails Plan at Susitna High School. [ appreciated
the opportunity to speak with several State Parks employees.

[ was dismayed, however, to hear a State Parks representative say that although the National
Park was about protecting the resource, and the State Park was about providing access -
implying that access has greater importance for the State than protecting the resource. Since this
seems so contrary to the long term interests of the Park, I went online to look at the Alaska State

Statutes, and found:

Sec. 41.21.020. Duties and powers of Department of Natural Resources, limitations.

(a) The department shall

(1) develop a continuing plan for the conservation and maximum use in
the public interest of the scenic, historic, archaeologic, scientific, biological, and
recreational resources of the state;

As Linterpret this, DNR, and thus State Parks, has a responsibility to balance the conservation
and maximum use of the Park. Ifthere were a mandate only to provide access, there soon
wouldn’t be a resource to protect. I sincerely hope, that the Denali State Park Trails Plan will be
written such that protecting the natural resources of the Park 1s the highest priority.

Denali State Park is an incredibly diverse and spectacular resource. By virtue of the fact that the
Parks Highway goes right through it, there is considerable access that would exist even if the
Park were never to have a Visitor Center or another trailhead.

The National Park Service, Alaska State Parks, and the Mat-Su Borough now plan to place the
South Denali Visitor Center in a very sensitive area, i.e., the alpine near Lake 1787, The
placement of the Visitor Center is not under consideration here, but where and how trails are
developed in conjunction with the Visitor Center is. [ looked at the trails called for in the South
Denali Interpretive Plan. The plan calls for using board walks and hard surfaces to protect the
tundra and provide universal access. While I support use of both board walks, and hard surfaces
to protect natural resources, extensive use of board walks and hard surfaces may result in an
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artificial environment (Potter Marsh on the lundra), completely changing the character of the
area. And, a 3-mile gravel surfaced trail around Lake 1787 seems a nightmare to construct and
maintain. The Interpretive Plan also suggests using natural features as barriers. and, while
using natural features as a barrier might work well in a treed area, my experience is that the
tundra doesn’t offer many natural barriers.

I also looked at the Public Review Draft of the Chugach State Park Trail Management Plan to
see if [ could get ideas for how this plan might address the problems I anticipate. The Chugach
Plan has nothing applicable. For example, I looked for a section on Monitoring, Enforcement
and Maintenance in the Chugach Plan, but didn’t find anything. Monitoring, Enforcement and
Maintenance will be critical for alpine trails from the Visitor Center, indeed it is critical for all
trails in Denali State Park. There must be sufficient staff to patrol the trails and keep people on
them, and this plan should require sufficient staffing to monitor and enforce. I’d be interested in
hearing the views of the NPS Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance program specialists on
trail planning on Curry Ridge. Do they think the trails described in the Interpretive Plan will
protect the tundra? What do they advise in terms of monitoring, enforcement, and maintenance?

But, these last concerns are not limited to the trails connected to the Visitor Center. Before
ANY new trails are built, Denali State Park needs to repair and figure out how it will fund
ongoing maintenance on the existing trails.

[ndeed, my research of the Statutes shows that DNR has a duty to maintain state parks and
recreation areas:

Sec. 41.21.020. Duties and powers of Department of Natural Resources; limitations.

(a) The department shall ...

(4) develop, manage, and maintain state parks and recreational area

Yet, the Upper Troublesome Creek trail was washed out by flood three years ago. The Byers
Lake, the Ermine Hill, and the Little Coal Creek trails are overgrown and eroded in places.
Every few years, employees or volunteers go out to do a little clearing, but they don't even have
the tools to do the job properly. How can State Parks contemplate new trails, when the existing
trails cannot be properly maintained. When I first visited Denali State Park almost 20 years ago,
there were 2 full-time and 1 part-time park ranger. Not only has the Northern Susitna Valley
grown exponentially, but recreational visitors to Denali State Park has too, but there is only 1

full-time ranger.

There is now a winter snowmachine trail that loops through the State Park. The public dollars
spent to build and groom that trail are significant. There are no rules and regulations for the
trail. The width of the trail is ample, yet there is not a swamp or open space the trail goes
through that is not completely tracked from snowmachines. There should be at least some open
areas where trail users are required to stay on the trails. It is certainly an aesthetic issue, but 1t is
also a resource issues. Small creatures live underneath the snow in those swamps. Those
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creatures are part of the food chain. What happens when the vole habitat is squashed by
snowmachines? What happens to the hawks and owls and fox when there are no voles to hunt?
What happens to moose when there is no vegetation to forage?

I have similar concerns about winter travel on the Tokositna River. For years, there was one
main trail on the river. In recent years, the river has been bank-to-bank hard packed
snowmachine trail. [ used to see bear tracks and wolf tracks, along with the more common
moose, fox, and otter. When the snow is hard packed by machine, there are no tracks, and you
have to wonder, are the animals able to live there anymore? Is there anything for them to hunt?
Is there anything for them to browse? And, if there is, can they do so without being disturbed.

These wetland swamps and riverbeds are an important biological resource. State Parks doesn’t
have an inventory of animals or habitat, State Parks doesn’t know what impacts current uses are
having on the resource, so they don’t know what to protect or how best to do so.

The snowmachine route constructed a few years ago will concentrate use, relieving the pressure
on other areas, but that doesn’t mean that snowmachines traveling on the trail should be able to
drive as fast as they want or leave the trail whenever they wish. The trails need rules and

regulations, and State Parks never should have sanctioned the trail without sufficient controls in

place.

Providing public access does not mean unfettered access. It does not mean that you have to give
the public access to sensitive areas without protecting those sensitive areas. Access means
reasonable access, in consideration of the natural resources of the Park and avoiding conflicts

among user groups.

[ was also upset to hear the same State Parks representative whom I referred to earlier say that
snowmachine use on Curry Ridge was a traditional use. Snowmachine use on Curry Ridge is
neither a traditional nor a historical use. Recreational use of any kind on Curry Ridge in the
winter was infrequent until recent years. Not only is the vegetation on Curry Ridge sensitive, the
area is wind blown for much of the winter. When there is insufficient snow cover,
snowmachines tear up the sensitive tundra. One recent winter, State Parks was unaware that
there was insufficient snow cover and that snowmachines were damaging the alpine until a local
pilot took pictures and sent them to State Parks. State Parks can close an area to
snowmachinging when there is insufficient snow cover, but they first have to know there is
insufficient snow cover.

And, on Curry Ridge, and throughout DSP, there needs to be balance in opportunities available
for incompatible activities. Skiing and snowshoeing are not compatible with snowmachining.
Areas and trails for nonmotorized recreation need to be established. Both Chugach State Park
and Hatcher Pass Recreation Area have areas and trails that are nonmotorized, Denali State Park
should too. The conflicts are not going to resolve themselves.

The following comments are my answers to the on-line Questionnaire:
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Questionnaire for Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

1. What are the most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for
Denali State Park?

1. Repair and maintenance of the existing hiking trails accessing and on Kesugi Ridge

and Curry Ridge.
2. Rules and regulations (e.g., speed limits, requirements to stay on the trail) for existing

snowmachine trail in DSP.

2. How often do you use trails in Denali State Park?

1. In the summer, [ hike Little Coal Creek, Ermine Hill, and Byers Lake trails. [
probably use the trails about 3 times per month. I would hike Troublesome if it were
opened and repaired.

2. In the winter, I recreate by dog team, ski, and snowshoe in Denali State Park, west of
the Parks Highway. I begin spending a day or two a week in DSP and the surrounding
area in January. By April, [ am spending 3 to 5 days a week in DSP and the surrounding
area.

3. Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose (for example:
exercise, hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activity)?

Byers Lake Loop - I use it for a nice walk when I don’t have time to do an all day hike in the
high country. [ also canoe the Lake.

Little Coal Creek to Kesugi Ridge — Day hikes and multi-day camping trips on Kesugi Ridge.
Ermine Hill Trail - Day hikes and multi-day camping trips on Kesugi Ridge.

Byers Lake Activities: Little Coal Activities: Ermine Hill Activities: - day hikes, multi-day
camping trips.

Cascade Trail — Occasionally hike it
Upper Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)
Lower Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)

Kesugi Ridge Trail (All or sections between Little Coal Creek and Troublesome Creek) — Day
hikes and multi-day camping trips on Kesugi Ridge.
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North Loop groomed snow trail — I have mushed and skied this trail. Idon’t use it very much
because it is not aesthetically pleasing. It is big and wide, which is totally different experience
than when you are on a narrower trail. Also, whenever this trail goes through swamps it
becomes about 100 feet wide (I haven’t measured it. [ use 100 feet to make the point that it
becomes extremely wide.) And, the machines get off the trail and run all over the swamps and
hills. It looks like a highway rather than a beautiful snowscape.

4, What do you like about the trails you use and why?

[ am a hiker who takes my time. I’ll spend 2 nights going from Little Coal Creek to Ermine,
maybe even 3. I like watching the bears — preferably from a distance. I like seeing wildflowers.
I like picking berries. I like not knowing whether I’m going to have a warm day with excellent
views of the Alaska Range or a cold, rainy, wind swept day where I can see nothing but my feet
through the fog. I like watching raptors, song birds, marmmots, fox, the weird {resh water shrimp
in the lakes, loons. I like camping where other people are not camping. It will be very sad to
loose these opportunities in Denali State Park.

In the winter, I like to mush on a traditional trail. A traditional trail is a fairly narrow trail where
2 travelers going in opposite directions can pass each other, although they might have to slow
down. A traditional trail is packed by use, and has to be repacked after a new snow, but because
it is the only trail, you can find it after a new snow. A traditional trail is in the same place year
after year, and a good dog team can find it even when it is blown in. This type of trail offers
views of untracked (by man) snow. Tracks of large and small animals are often around.

5. Are there additional trails or routes that aren't on the list above, but which you know about or
use?

Yes, but Alaska is one of the few places where you find the best spots by studying a topo map
and using a compass. In the alpine, you don’t have to have a trail for good access. But, if too
many people go to the same spot, you get an informal trail. Then, you get an improved trail.
Eventually, a hardened trail. The experience is radically different, and developed trails with
hardened campsites is not the experience [ am looking for. But, if you find the magic spots, you
will eventually have to improve the trails to protect the resource. You need to understand this
and realize that you are displacing one type of visitor in favor of another.

6. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements or new
trails and why?

The highest priority for trail improvements should be the existing trails. By improvements, I
mean rerouting where there are erosion problems or dangerous conditions and clearing brush. |
do not mean making super wide trails, which I would hate to see.

The second highest priority should be obtaining funding for enough park rangers to manage the
trails. Ten years ago, there were 2 full-time rangers and 1 part-time ranger in Denali State Park.
Now, there’s 1 full-time and 0 part-time rangers. The number of users has increased
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exponentially, management problems have risen exponentially. The current plan is to bring
more and more users, and no one is even considering how to manage use so that the park isn’t

degraded.

The third highest priority should be to provide winter trails for non-motorized users. The State
and Federal Government have been spending tremendous sums of money to support motorized
activities in Denali State Park and throughout the Mat-Su Valley. There has been money to
construct motorized trails. There has been money to groom motorized trails. But, there is no
money to monitor and manage motorized trails. There is no money to support non-motorized
winter activities.

7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, why?

Denali State Park is planning major development, but has done no wildlife inventories. You
can’t plan trails that avoid important habitat (summer or winter) until you know what animals
you have, where they are, and what habitat is important for them.

Winter trails on Kesugi Ridge and on Curry Ridge should be avoided. The ridges are wind
blown and significant winter use will result in destruction of the vegetation. Denali State Park
needs to figure out now how they are going to manage winter use, and how they are going to
close areas and enforce closure when there is damage.

Trails in the upper Tokositna River valley should be avoided. There should be cne narrow, what
| call “Traditional” trail along the river, and that’s 1t.

There should be no trails in the northwest portion of the Park west of the Chulitna River. This is
in a wilderness area in the backcountry. Access should remain backcountry access.

There really don’t need to be a lot of new trails in Denali State Park. There will have to be
summer and winter trails associated with the Visitor Center, but not in the rest of the park. Trail
heads for trails accessing the tundra from the Visitor Center should be located as low as possible,
not in the alpine. When hiking Little Coal Creek and Ermine, [ frequently meet out-of-state
visitors on guided hikes as they come out of the taiga and into the alpine. They have a huge
sense of accomplishment and are awed by the open tundra. This expenence is the real
experience of hiking in Alaska. It will be lost if the hike begins in the alpine.

The accessible backcountry experience available in Denali State Park is an extraordinary
resource for both the citizens of Alaska and those visitors who backpack. Don’t try to make the
whole Park a developed tourist attraction.

8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What
activities should these trails to be designed for (for example: hiking, horseback riding,
snowmachining, bicycling)?
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This question scares the heck out of me. People are going to answer that they want trails for any
kind of activity that they might enjoy. Some activities are inappropriate for Denali State Park.
For example, horseback riding in Denali State Park has already been shown to be disastrous
when the horses trampled the tundra, and the permit was pulled. [ do not ever, ever, ever want lo
see bicycles in the high country. A bike path adjacent to the highway would be ok.

9. How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?

It will take a visionary with time and money. You need facilitated discussion that is area
specific. You have to get people in the same room, get them to know each other as people, get
them to listen, understand, and consider the other person’s perspective.

10. Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included in
the plan?

Snowmachine trails should have speed limits and requirements to stay on the trails. There
should be provisions to close trails or areas when necessary. There should be provisions to
alternate use of trails or areas (e.g., areas closed to some or all use after a certain date, or areas
closed to one user group one year and a different user group the next year.) Alternate use would
be used in areas or on trails in areas attractive to incompatible user groups and to protect wildlife

habitat.

11. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan.

Everyone working on this plan should spend weeks in the park in winter/spring, summer, and
fall. Don’t just go on a day hike, hike Kesugi Ridge from Little Coal Creek to Byers Creek.
Don’t just take 3 days, take S days or a week. Do the same on Curry Ridge. Go camping in the
Peter’s Hills. Go mushing on the Tokositna River in midweek after a snowfall and again on a
Saturday in March, and see how the experience differs. Ski the snowmachine trails. Ski Curry
Ridge. Get to know the park. Most planners visit the Park by snowmachine because that’s the
way to cover a lot of ground fast. But, if you really want to do a good trails plan, get to know the
Park from all perspectives.

12. How would you like to be involved in this planning process? I'd like to attend periodic local
meetings so that we know what’s being considered for the plan before it’s drafted.

Thanks for this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
/s/
Ruth D. Wood



Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

From: Dee Pond [usswcd@mtaonline.net]

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2009 1:32 PM
To: Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

Subject: Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

Dear Ms. LeClair,

My name is Daleann "Dee" Pond. | am the District Manager for the Upper Susitna Soil and Water Conservation District.
During the summer we employ local students for our Youth Conservation Corps(YCC). We use grant funds that allow
them to go out and do trail clearing, restoration and clean-up.The YCC currently take part in the Denali-Susitna
Exploration Camp through the National Park Service. | am requesting that you keep us in mind in the event there is some
way the YCC may take part in the proposed Denali State Park Trail Management Plan.

Sincerely,

Dee Pond, USSWCD District Manager
usswed@mtaonline.net

(907) 733-7923

USSWCD

HC 89 Box 8461
Talkeetna, AK 99676
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Questionnaire (2}
Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

What are the most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for Denali
State Park?

5(?!.—1‘ A TT TEMA g TS

On average, how often do you use trails in Denali State Park?
MNor mucsr £ ATy -

[0 Have never used the trails 0 7-11 times per year

c'gwr /u s 7O
O Once per year O 1-3 times per month LE oW TEIERM -
{1 2-6 times per year O weekly or more

Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose (for example: exercise,
hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activity)?

Byers Lake Loop Main pUFpOSE(S)I ’i?“"""‘"""-"‘. Ssdaanints, PieTOE, 7O ST ty@flﬂ"
bttt 7PY A erarr— (;7.«1/6;2/(;;11 _/

Little Coal Creek to Kesugi Ridge A)w\-mﬂ‘c}//—"‘ﬁc-mr.:/:?ﬂx 2ES .

Ermine Hill Trail (irgrir po0 prv drm wa’r&é/,/zemﬂf;//’ﬁrcw(v .

Cascade Trail .::J(:,;fm.. Crt ™ ,L//A,-z,.f;///?wumﬂf-/ P oTDG -

Upper Troubtesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood) S eopms (EBA [etrnn /Qne- ) S rPrterDe) F2Sm i

Lower Troublesome Creek Trail {before 2006 flood) Qo’iék’/]ﬁ&"?s T 5emals” FPRETJTE] 7 )
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Kesugi Ridge Trail: /E?/,uw/.fg.//é Arrs TRELITAIE /wsxf‘ anf»;/ﬂrfamﬁ -
{all or sections between Little Coal Cr. and Troublesbme Cr. ]
North Loop groomed snow trail__ ¢ ~bnt 'r g gdovr 727/5 -~

What do you like about the trails you use and why? (please provide trail names)
—
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5 Are there additional trails or routes that aren’t on the list above, but which you know about or use?
Please describe, including location, condition, why you use it, who else uses it, and anything else you
think important to add. {Please use maps and drawings if this will help).
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6. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements or new trails and

why?
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7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, where are those

places and why do you think there should be no trail development there?
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8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What opportunities
would these trails provide? What activities should these trails be designed for (for example: hiking,

horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?
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9. How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?
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10. Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included in the plan?
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11. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan.fwwx,
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12. How would you like to be involved in this planning process?

Comesc o vissrr ! Ler's Go H/Lf/ﬂa-/SM/ué—/A/h‘f‘/AfG 4

Contact Information
Name: Q/h/a" o SorrAs ST

Address: /‘347 7~/ 7»4—:;‘.5:’2.—,%/9 Lhrsin SRP P

b4

E-Mail address: @-ﬂ_/ DAV E @ Ly OF L3472 . 2T

You can complete this questionnaire and find more information about the Denali State
Park Trail Management Plan on-line at:
r http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/parks/plans/denalitrailmgntplan.htm

=1



Please use this page for additional comments or to continue a response to a previous question.

—

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts, experiences and ideas about Denali
State Park’s Trail System.

Comments and general ideas, including completed questionnaires, are due
by December 15, 2009 and can be submitted via mail, email or fax to:

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1380
Anchorage, Alaska 95501-3561
PHONE: (907) 269-8696/FAX: (907) 269-8907
Email: claire.leclair@alaska.gav
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<?xml version="1.0" encading="UTF-8" 7> Frug He el

< [opmostSubform> Subm Hel? 12 1409
<Pagel>
<Trailuse>Two to six times per year.</TrailUse>
<Importantlssue>1. Motorized vs. non-motorized uses of the Park. 2.
Maintenance of existing trails vs. construction of new trails. 3.
Snowmachine use in designated wilderness areas. 4. Inadequate
information and inventories of wildlife use and sensitive/critical habitats.
5. Keeping people away from sensitive wildlife areas once they are
identified. 6. Designation of non-developed (no trails) areas. 7. Damage
from illegal summer ATV use of the North Loop winter trail. 8. Providing a
variety of opportunities for a variety of recreational
demands. </Importantlssue>
<ByersLake>2</ByersLake>
<LiltteCoalCrk>2</LittleCoalCrk>
<ErmineHill>2</ErmineHill>
<ByersActivity>Fishing, exercise</ByersActivity>
<LittleCoalActivity > Access to Kesugi Ridge; views; exercise; nature
observation</LittleCoalActivity >
<ErmineActivity > Access to Kesugi Ridge; views; exercise; nature
observation</ErmineActivity >
</Pagel>
<AdditionalRoutes>I have really enjoyed cross-country hiking out in the
"western corridor" near Peters Hills. This would be an excellent non-
developed {no roads or trails) area. Unfortunately it is starting to be torn up
by random ATV use.</AdditionalRoutes>
<CascadeTrail>0</CascadeTrail>
<UpperPred6>2</UpperPrel6>
<LowerTrouble>2</LowerTrouble>
<KesugiRidge>2</KesugiRidge>
<UpperTrouble >Fishing; nature observation; exercise</UpperTroubte>
<LowerTActivity>Nature observation; river access</LowerTActivity >
<KesugiActivity>Views; nature observation; exercise; camping</KesugiActivity >
<cascadeActivity />
<KesugiRidge>0</KesugiRidge>
<KesugiActivity />
<TrailLikes>Kesugi Ridge and the various access trails have some of the most
spectacular views in the entire state (on a clear day). (This won't [et me
enter anything else - continued in #11.)</TrailLikes>
<trail2avoid>1. Of primary concern would be areas that are particularly
sensitive or critical for wildlife. I see there are a few maps in the
Management Plan showing areas of wildlife use, but a complete inventory of
important wildlife use areas seems to be missing. 2. I would love to see the
"western corridor" kept as a roadless/trailless area, but I'm not sure you
could control the ATV use out there. I have visions of being able to do a
QUIET multi-day backpacking or pack stock assisted trip out there just
wandering around. But I guess the motorheads want the same thing only
without the quiet. As is, they are kind of tearing it up out there and some
resource protection would be in order. It would be really nice to have a place
the non-motorized folks would have to themselves.</trail2avoid>
<priority>I would love to see an emphasis on developing new trails that
connect the Alaska Railroad corridor to the existing Kesugi Ridge trail system
(provided maintenance backlog issues can be resolved). This would provide a
great opportunity for access to the Park by rail instead of only from the Parks

file://G:\Denali State Park Trail Management Plan\Scoping Comments & Completed Questi... 1/3/2010
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Highway. In the Park Management Plan map for proposed trails I see a trail from
Curry, but nothing is drawn in at Indian River or Gold Creek. Those would
also make good access points up to Kesugi Ridge.</priority>

<specificimprove>1. I would like to see some kind of fishing access trail restored
along Upper Troublesome Creek. 2. The Curry and Kesugi Ridge trail systems
(including access trails such as Little Coal Creek, Ermine Hill, etc.) should
probably be maintained to a standard that allows horseback riding. I
understand there is a concern about introducing weeds and exotics in feed; I
believe the Forest Service has many areas with restrictions requiring pelleted
feeds to avoid these problems. It would be worth looking into. Continuation
of Item #9 (wouldn't let me enter more than one line in that space): Provide
a variety of opportunities for the whole spectrum of uses, from paved high
use areas to non-developed cross-country areas. Different people want
different experiences. I know you can't do all things for all peopie, but there
should be plenty of choices. </specificImprove>

<Email>willi@mtaonline.net</Email>

<name>Ellie Henke</name>

<Processlnvolve>Will comment on future documents. </Processinvolve>

<conflicts>1. Separate motorized and non-motorized uses. (This won't allow
any more entries - continued in #8)</conflicts>

<NewPolicies>1. Motorized uses, including snowmachines, ATVs and airplane
landings, should not be permitted in the designated wilderness area. This
should have enforcement to back it up. 2. Any public access planning should
first take into account sensitive wildlife areas. Trails should be kept away
from those areas. 3. State Parks should have the ability and funding to
maintain existing trails before adding new trails. 4. You need to deal with
damage from summer ATV use on the winter North Loop Trail. 5. Unless
policy is changed to keep snowmachines off Curry and Kesugi Ridges you
need a better system to monitor snow depth before snowmachines are
allowed in, especially in windblown areas of the Ridges. In some areas there
is visible damage from snowmachines running in inadequate snow
depth.</NewPolicies>

<NewInfomation>1. Right now you have a policy that allows snowmachines to
go anywhere if snow depth is deemed adequate. A plan should be developed
that addresses: 1.) FAIR use of the park with areas set aside for non-
motorized use; 2.) Conflicts with sensitive wildlife areas; and 3.) Avoiding
damage caused by motorized use, especially summer ATV use of winter trails
and snowmachines traveling in areas with inadequate snow depth. 2. It
would appear that the park has inadequate information and inventories of
wildlife use and sensitive habitat areas. You really need that information first
before developing a trail plan. - Continuation from Item #4: I like a small,
single track dirt trail where I can get away from crowds and enjoy the beauty
of Alaska. For this reason I tend to avoid places like Byers Lake. I used to
love Upper Troublesome Creek for the river and the fishing, even with the
bear closure. Plus it is the closest drive from Talkeetna.</NewInformation>

</TopmostSubform>
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PO Box 766
Talkeetna, AK 99676

December 15, 2009
Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
550 West 7" Ave. Suite 1380
Anchorage, AK 99501-3561

Via email; claire.leclair@alaska. gov

Dear Claire and Heather:

Thank you for conducting the scoping meetings last month for the Denali State
Park trail planning project. Here are my initial thoughts.

| live in Talkeetna, and recreate extensively in Denali State Park ("DSP"). by dog
team in the winter and hiking or rafting in the summer. My winter use is primarily
in the south-west leg of the park and my summer use is primarily, but not
exclusively, Curry-Kesugi Ridge.

| will first provide a list of the major issues that | think should be addressed and
resolved in this process and reflected in the Trall Management Plan {*Trails Plan™).
Following this first section, | will discuss the snowmachine vs traditional non-
motorized recreational activity, and hopefully provide some useful suggestions.

I. Jmportant issues to address and resolve

First. it is important to develop overall goals of this Trails Plan.

| bring this up partly in reference to the memo entitied “TRAIL MANAGEMENT
POLICY" approved by Director King. effective tarch 10. 2008. Since this DSP
planning effort is to develop a “Trail Management Plan,” | conclude that the memo
is intended to be the framework for this Trails Plan.

My concern arises because there is no explicit reference in the Directors memo to
either protection of the natural resources of the applicable park unit (in this case.
of course, Denali State Park) or to achieving a fair balance among user groups so
as to eliminate user conflicts. By protection of natural resources, | mean the big
picture, beyond things like sustainable trail construction and erosion control. | am
thinking of broad areas of sensitive habitat, for example, that should be set aside
with no trails or development of any kind altowed. And, by fair balance and
avoiding user conflicts | amn thinking primarily of snowmachine versus non-
motorized use, but there are other issues like separating hunters from established
trails and wildlife viewing areas or segregating the Boy Scout Use so as not to
impact the general hiking and camping public.

The Director's memo is mostly technical, with an emphasis on access. |t does not
incarporate “trail management” into the larger scope of management of the park as
awhole. As | explain below, | think it is important to integrate the Trails Plan into
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the larger management of the Park, and. accordingly. | suggest that the Trails Plan
develop underlying goals. along the following lines.

Goals would serve as guiding principles when a trail route or use is contemplated.
The first question should be whether the trail route or its intended use would
adversely affect wildlife habitat, viewshed, or other natural er cultural resources of
the Park. The second question should be how a proposed trail would affect
balanced use among user groups. and the extent to which it is fundamentally fair
and avoids user conflicts. And so, | suggest the following:

Goal 1. The overriding goal. to which other goals are subordinate. is protection of
the natural and cultural resources of the park in order that such unique natural
features are available for future generations ta enjoy and experience.

Denali State Park is a gem. It is biologically rich. with an abundance of
wildlife. 1t offers a variety of backcountry experiences, from river rafting,
canoeing, and hiking in the summer to dog mushing, skiing. snowshoeing.
and snawmachining in the winter. The landscape and scenic vistas are
extraordinary, not just of the Alaska Range, but also the less dramatic like
an exquisite string of beaver ponds or a high mountain tarm. Any
development, trails or otherwise, should have an overriding goal of
protecting the park's natural resources so that future generations may also
experience and enjoy them.

Goal 2. In an manner compatible with Goal 1. provide for appropriate and fair
recreational trial use opportunities. avoiding conflicts between user groups.

This would address snowmachine use vs non-motorized use as well as
things like the safety and visitor experience impacts of co-mingling hunters
with hikers/wildlife viewers and mixing the relatively large and numerous
Boy Scout groups with smaller low-key camping parties typical of the
general public.

Second. the Park lacks a comprehensive biclogical inventory. In order to
appropriately route trails (or appropriately site other facilities) and determine trail
use and management, it is important to know what natural resource values are
present, where important habitat is located, and what times of the year are most
important to the life cycle of the various wildlife species. It is necessary to identify
important habitat, in order to avoid such areas entirely or ensure. through szasonal
closures, that the areas are protected. DPOR shouid ensure that such studies are
conducted.

Third, develop a mechanism to manage snowmachine use, ‘~hich is necessary to
protect the resources of the Park and ensure the quality of visitor experience for
non-motorized users. This should be accomplished by the fallowing:
i) designate certain areas of the Park as off limits to snowmachines to
allow non-motorized users a quality Park experience;



i) close certain areas to snowmachine use starting in mid to late March
to protect wildlife in sensitive areas. Far example, moose are in a
negative energy balance in late winter, early spring and disturbance
can put them over the edge or make them vulnerable to predation.
Moose habitat, such as the willow thickets of the upper Tokositna
valley should be [eft to the moose}; and

iii) consider the carrying capacity of the Park with regard to
snowmachine use. There is no restriction on the number of
snowmachines allowed in DSP, and there is no restriction on the
manner in which they are used (e.g., no speed limits). Current
trends are greater numbers and more technologically advanced
machines. allowing more machines to go further and further into the
backcountry, to places that were impaossible to reach not so many
years ago. From my observation over the past 135 or 20 years, there
is no inherent limit to either numbers of machines or to their capacity
to travel further and over more difficult terrain. The future picture is a
blue-grey pall over the upper Tokesitna valley each winter, a
perpetually cut-up snowscape on the valley floor and on surrounding
hills, devoid of wildlife. Snowmachine use is not self limiting; the limit
must come from Park management.

Fourth, DPOR needs to develop monitoring and enforcement capacity. For
example, | have heard credible reports of non-winter ATV use (four-wheelers,
Argos) in the south-western arm of DSP, west of the Parks Highway and east of
the point where the Tokositna River intersects with the southern DSP boundary.
As far as | know, this ATV trespass activity continues undeterred.

Fifth. DPOR needs to develop a way to monitor snow depth and conditions.
especially on Curry-Kesugi Ridge when high winds blow the snow away. One
example: several years ago, a pilot reported to the DPOR Mat-Su superintendent
that wind had blown the tundra bare on Curry Ridge. The superintendent
immediately closed the area, but damage had already been done to the tundra.
The damage ‘would have continued had it not been for the pilot's report. DPOR
needs to have its own system for monitoring snow conditions so as to take
necessary action to avoid damage {o the DSP resources.

Sixth, many of the trails that | use in the summer, namely Ermine Hill and Little
Coal Creek, have not been consistently and adequately maintained. The problem
most oftan is that the alders or other vegetation has overgrown the trail. There is
also the example of the Byers Lake loop, where the bridge was in significant
disrepair for at least one full season if not tvo. Before developing new trails. the
capacity to maintain the ones that already exist should be solidly in place.

Seventh. the Boy Scouts are developing a High Adventure camp on the shore
and south of Blair Lake, adjacent to DSP. The latest plan of which | am aware is
that thare will be 300 High Adventure boys per week, and that they will be going
out into the surrounding lands on week-long camping trips in groups of 10 plus two
adult leaders. That is 30 groups of 12 heading out into the backcountry, much of
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which will be in Denali State Park. All the groups won't be on Curry-Kesugi Ridge.
but a lot of them will be. This is potentially very intensive use. which will
significantly impact both DSP resources and the quality of the experience of other
members of the public. DPOR must develop general policy to manage the scouts
use, but it should also be addressed in the Trails Plan.

Eighth, the concept of carrying capacity also needs to be considered with regard
to summer trail use. There will be a need in the near future to manage the impacts
on the alpine vegetation from the increased use of hikers and campers. on places
like Curry-Kesugi Ridge. The Trail Plan should contemplate carrying capacity, and
look at management tools such as hardening and designating camping areas, a
permit system, hardening trails over wet areas. and how to manage human waste.

Ninth. route trails away from bear denning or feeding areas {e.g., salmon streams)
in order to reduce the chances of human-bear conflict.

Il._Need to manage snowmachine use in a manner that protects DSP’s natural
resources and guality of the non-motorized user experience.

The southern ieg of DSP. west of the Park's Highway, is an area with which | am
very familiar. The consequences of unrestricted snowmachine use in this area are
significant. There are adverse impacts to other users, wildlife, and to the
environment.

This area. for all practical purposes, is given up to snowmachines.

» Non-motorized users have been displaced.

» There are impacts on wildlife including: i) early arrival of frumpeter swans,
iiy bear denning and emergence, iii} late season siress on moose ‘which at
that time of year are likely to have a negative energy balance, and iv)
disruption of foraging patterns. The extent of these impacts to wildlife have
not. to my knowledge, been studied. (They should be studied.)

» Adverse impacts to the environment include air pollution, the expulsion of
25% to 30% of their fuel unburned into the environment, running over black
spruce and willows, and litter. Over the past 15 — 20 years or so,
snowmachine use has increased dramatically, with corresponding impacts.

The attached "then and now" photos demonstrate the change in uss. The phoios
show a dog trip a friend and i took to the upper Tokositna valley in 1953 compared
to the look of the Tokositna valley in 2007. The 1983 photos show an intact
snowscape, the classic Alaska beauty. The trip was a multi-day adventure,
breaking trail in the wild backcountry of Alaska. The upper Tokositna is drastically
different today, with heavy snowmachine use. as the 2007 photo illustrates.

The photos show how recreational snowmachine use preciudes other uses.

Folks interested in a quiet backcountry experience with the sense of adventurs
and discovery that an untrampled. natural snowscape provides are deprived of this
traditional recreational opportunity. The heavy snowmachine use, and the hot-



rodding that often oceurs, combine to so alter and diminish the natural quiet and
wilderness qualities that are central to the non-motorized experience, that these
folks no longer go there. They have been displaced by the noise, the smell, safety
concerns, and the proliferation of snowmachine tracks on the river, over the
swamps, on river banks, and on the surrounding hills.

This heavy and widespread snowmachine use and accompanying impacts to
DSP’'s natural resources and on non-motorized visitor experience is ‘~ell past the
point ‘#here DPOR should act.

I think it important that this Trails Plan provide for rules and limits regarding
snawmachine use in DSP, and for nan-motarized set-asides within DSP, including
the south-western leg of the Park. both in consideration of other users and for

wildlife. For example:

« The willow thickets, home (or former home) to moose in the Tokositna
River valley. in particular upstream of Bunco Lake. should be protected
from the additional siress, especially late in the season when the snow is
deep and the moose’s energy reserves are at a low point.

« Bear denning areas should be identified and protected. | have seen bears
or their tracks as early as mid March. Bears are very vulnerable to
snowmachine harassment in the spring. The bears are easy to track and
snowmnachines can go anywhere, even among the alders, on the crust.
On different occasions, I've seen the tracks of this chase, which in one
case ended in an (illegally) killed bear.

« Trumpeter Swans arrive in the spring when there is plenty of snow on the
ground and recreationists are still out and about. Their early spring
habitat, the few areas of open water, should also be protected.

| don't know where all these sensitive areas are, but DPOR should conduct the
necessary studies to find out and then protect them.

Possible management actions include:

+ establish a designated trail up the Tokositna, avoiding sensitive habitat
areas and implement and enforce rules, such as requiring snowmachines to
stay on the trail and travel at a reasonable and safe speed. This would
significantly reduce the impacts of these machines, and it would encourage
folks to enjoy the scenic wonders around them rather than seeing how
much performance and thrills they can get out of their machines:

+ close the upper Tokositna to snowmachine use in mid to late March of each
year... when the bears are emerging from their dens and the swans
returning (this may not be necessary if the designated trail suggestion

immediately above works out};



« supplement these actions by education of all winter users, to explain the
rules. emphasize the importance of staying away from wildlife and sensitive
habitat areas, and consideration of other users.

« develop signage, for direction, cautions, and location-specific reminders of
the rules;

« close specific areas, in the south-~est leg and other areas in DSP. to
snowmachine use in order to offer non-motorized park users a quality
experience; and

+ funding to hire rangers ta patrol and enforce the rules.

In intarest of fundamental fairness and preserving a traditional non-motorized
recreational activity, it is necessary that portions of DSP be closed to
snowmachines. Both Chugach State Park and Hatcher Pass have areas ihat are
closed to snowmachines. It is a fair allocation those park units. There is ho
reason why DSP cannot also have a fair allocation. The 1883 photos show how
the upper Tokositna River valley was used in the past. i.e.. quiet backcountry
gxperience with the sense of adventure and discovery that an untrampled, natural
snowscape provides. It is high time that this traditional and historical recreation

opportunity is restored.
This kind of active management is a big change from the way things are now. but

if DSP is to be a prime winter recreation area for all, active and enlightened
management needs to happen soon. This Trails Plan is a good place to start.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

John Strasenburgh
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Leclair, Claire H {DNR)

From: bewasser [bewasser@alaska.nel)

Sent: Monday, December 14, 2009 11:05 PM

To: Leclair, Claire H {DNR)

Subject: Fw: Denali State Park Trial Management Flan

We fully agree with Roger. We are Bob and Julie Wasser and we lived year round for many years in the cabin Roger
bought. We feel for saftey and user friendlyness that it is imparitive that the existing trails be upgraded and some more
depth be put into these before others are presented. Thank you for your work. Julie and Robert Wasser.

----- Criginal Message -----

From: Roger Byrom

To: bewasser Wasser ; Mark Wasser

Sent: Monday, December 14, 2009 2:06 PM

Subject: Fwd: Denali State Park Trial Management Plan

The closing date for comments is tomorrow 12/15.
Thought [ would share with you my comments.
Happy Holidays,

Roger



Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

From: Roger Byrom [rbyrom@addison.com]
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2009 2:04 PM
To: Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

Subject: Denali State Park Trial Management Plan

Thank you for sending me the information.

I am sorry I was not able to attend any of your Open Houses.

But did want to share some input on the Plan.

I fully endorse the policy to adopt the Sustainable Trail Design Framework for all new

trails.

This policy should also apply to ALL existing trails - not just "when feasible" as indicated
in the proposal.

Many of the old trails actually need more work because they were not made under Sustainable

Designs.
Since there is a back log of $67M I think there should be a moratorium on developing ANY NEW

TRAILS until ALL EXISTING TRAILS are brought in line with the sustainable framework.

Thank you for considering my input - and please do not hesitate to contact me if you feel I
can be of any assistance.

Please keep up your hard work - the Park and all of us really appreciate it.

Regards,

Roger
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Questionnaire for Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

1. What are the most important 1ssues to address and resolve in the Tral Management Plan for Denali State
Park?

Marmntaining separation of mokorized and NON-motonzed users during all seasons. Where current matorized use and

NON-matonzed {including horse back niding} 1s degrading the trail and environs, restrict that use 1o allow the impacted
area to recover.

2. How often do you use trails in Denalt State Park?

2-3 umes per year, hiking/backpacking and in the future canoeing

3. Which of the existing trails listed beiow do you use and for what purpose (for example: exercise,
hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family aclivity)?

[] Byers Lake Loop

Byers Lake

Activities hiking, watching wildhfe and XC skiing

[7] Little Coal Creek to Kesugi Ridge

Lillle Coal

Activities | Mking. backpacking

[ Ermine Hill Trall

Ermine Hill

Achvites hiking backpacking




[] Cascade Trail

Cascade Trall
Activities

[ Upper Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 fload)

Upper Troublesome

Activities hiking, backpacking

[} Lower Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)

Lower Troublesome
Aclivities

hilang. backpacking

[] Kesugi Ridge Trail (Al or sections between Little Coal Creek and Troublesome Creek)

Kesug! Ridge Trail

Activities hiking. backpacking

=}

[J North Loop groomed snow trail

North Loap
Activities

4. What do you ke about the ftrails you use and why?

Great vistas (in clear weather), being away from the more crowded trails in the Anchorage bowl. no ATV use on
lhese trails

5 Are there additional trails or routes that aren’l on the list above, but which you know about or use? Please
describe, including location (Please use maps and drawings If this will help).

Yes- but these are strictly cross country and cover the BIG beaver pond SE of Curry Ridge.
Not for those unable to navigate cross country though DENSE brush. Pace can be 1/2 mile per HR- | know from

experience.




6. What areas of Denall State Park should be of highest priarity for trail improvements or new trails and why?

North side (Little Coal Creek) access- to the E side of the Kesugi Ridge- to connect to the N/S trail at the 5. end of Kesugi
Ridge

Byers Lake- some sort of "steps where needed” w rope handhne on the Byers Lake trail up/down from Curry Ridge- my
wife is 4' 10" and some of the larger boulder "steps" required either taking her pack off and having it carrried up for her
or pulled up on & handline w carabiner. Coming down thern in the rain with the slippery trail was no picnic.

An Alternate to Troublesome Creek access where all summer access is possible NOT just before and after salmon
s8ason.

7 Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, why?

In the main E-W wildlife corridor(s) N or § of Troublesome Creek. if the bears, wolverines and walves are on those
natural game trails, no hiking trait should be planned for that area.

8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What achivities should these
trails lo be designed for (for example: hiking. horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?

Due to the sensitive nature of the tundra above "bush” line, 1 would like to see selective hiking trails from the W side of
Kesugi and Curry Ridges over to the Talkeetna River with 1-2 6 person max campsites at the N/5 end of each of these
trails on the E. side of ridges in clearings above the river.

This would be for trails in the N/S end off of Kesugi/Coal Creekover the Eastern ridges and in the N/S end off of the

Curry Ridge Trail

Since my house backs up to Chugach State Park | see the negative impact of too many hikers on the the tundra
subsoils and erosion in this area. Therefore, mountain biking and horseback riding on the Kesugi Ridge Trail would be a
negative impact on the E-W trails noted above. An AKRR drop off could be done for take down watercraft above the
Park, float to and explore Denali State Park and then paddle back to Talkeetna CR cross the river and make a "whistle

stop” pickup by the AKRR.




9 How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?

Education, fines/ confiscation motorized vehicles disobeying posted rules, hikers can spook horses

10 Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included in the plan?

L

11 Please relay any other :nfcrmation you think shouid be considered when developing the plan

12 How would you like to be involved in this planning process?

‘Kept up to date on the draft and final plan

If you would like to submit additional comments please send them by Email to: wcle ELNEA
Thank you for your time!

Your name.

lScott M Bailey

Your Email address:
_—

1
|smballey@mtaonline.net

Submit by Email J
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Questionnaire for Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

1. What are lhe most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for Denali Slale
Park?

Managing increased use of area trails while keeping the experience wild.

2. How often do you use irails in Denali State Park?

1 live in Fatrbanks and have only used trails in Denali State Park about 5 or 6 times. However, | have loved the
experience each time, and | plan to return periodically.

3. Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose (for example: exercise,
hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activily)?

[ Byers Lake Loop

Byers Lake -
Activities: Family hiking

[] Liltle Coal Creek io Kesugi Ridge

Little Coal . .
Aclivities: Backpacking, day hike

(] Ermine Hill Trail

Erming Hill

Achwilies: Backpacking




[] Cascade Traii

Cascade Trail
Activities;

7 Upper Troublesore Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)

Upger Troublesome
Aclivities:

[] Lower Troublesome Creek Trail {before 2006 flood)

Lower Troublesome
Aclivities:

(1 Kesugi Ridge Trail (All or sections between Liltle Coal Creek and Troublesome Creek)

Kesugi Ridge Trail

Activilies: IS SRS AT

[1 North Loop groomed snow trail

Norlh Loop
Activilies:

4. What do yau like about the trails you use and why?

| love the wild experience and solitude | get from a trail so accessible from the road. | love having long stretches
of trail above timberline and the incredible views of Denali.

{

k

5. Are there additional trails or routes Lhat aren't on the list above, but which you know about or use? Please
describe, including localion {Please use maps and drawings If this will help).




6. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements or new trails and why?

S —

The last time | hiked up to Curry Ridge from Byers Lake the trail was in horrible condition, but that was several years ;
ago. If it has not been impraved then it needs to be. Othenwise, | liked the somewhat rugged nature of the trails. ;

7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, why?

8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What activities should these
trails to be designed for {lor example: hiking, horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?

1 see two possible loop trails on the ridge above Byers Lake. One could be a connector between Troublesome Creek
Trail and Kesugi Ridge Trail through the rolling hills to the east (though this area might be too wet). Another possibility
is a connector trail that leaves from Troublesome Creek Trail and drops down ridge to the west, then heads northeast
bacl to Byers Lake Trail. Both would make for nice long dayhike loops. 1 think these trails would be best for hiking.




9. How can potenlial conilicts belween different lypes of trail users be resalved?

Posting trail etiquette signs; making sure all major trail user constituencies have trails to use

L

10. Are lhere any general tral policies or management actions you think should be included in the plan?

That it is important to keep some areas fairly wild. More developed trails could be closer to the roads and
campygrounds, but a rugged experience should be available for those willing to get farther back.

— o

11. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan.

12. How would you like to be involved in this planning process?

f

il am on the mailing list and that should be fine. | don't want to be heavily involved,

IF you would like to submit additional comments please send them by Email to; ~=' = s
Thank you for your time!

Your name:

Eric Troyer

Your Email address:

Tbxtrails@gmail.com

Submit by Email




Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

From: Pam Robinson [7332ski@gmail.com]

Sent: Saturday, December 12, 2009 7:20 PM

To: DNR Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
Subject: Denali State Park Trails Plan

Hi Claire,

Yaur main site seems to be down so we'll send you these comments
listed in order of priority.

1. First and foremost, the Park must have someone dedicated full
time in the summer that is charge of working on it's trails.

2. Maintain the current trails.

3. Finish construction of trail plans that have been in the works
for years such as Byers Lake to the ridge.

4. Only after these three goals are achieved should the Park develop
anything new.

The first three are so important that they completely out weigh new
ideas.

Denali State Park trails are overgrown with brush, washed out in
sections, heavily rutted by wear and run off, signage missing or
destroyed, bridges and hopping stones are in need of replacement or
missing and human waste is a health hazard in the most popular camp
locations. The use today is much greater than in the past as this

has become a destination trail system. With the start up of the new
scout facility the issues | mention will become even worse. To add

to this increase, Denali National Park sends regular hikers and its
overflow hikers here since it is the only lengthy trail system

anywhere near the National Park.

Instead of putting a bunch of time and money into new ideas, lets use
this effort to restore what made this Park wonderful for the hiker.

Thank You,

Recger and Pam Robinson
PO Box 606

Talkeetna, AK. 99676

907-733-2754



leclair, Claire H (DNR)

From: Diane Okonek [dokonek@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2009 11:45 AM
To: Leclair, Claire H {DNR}

Subject: DSP Trail Management Pian comment

Dec. 12, 2009
Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition
P.O. Box 202592

Anchorage, AK 99520

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
350 West 7th Ave, Suite 1380

Anchorage, AK 9905-3561

Dear Claire Holland LeClair, Project Leader

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Denali State Park Trail Management Plan. The Alaska Quiet
Rights Coalition (AQRC) is very pleased that Alaska State Parks is working on a trail plan for this increasingly
popular park unit.

The Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition) is dedicated to protecting the rights of Alaskans to quiet places for the
benefit of public land users, home and cabin owners, communities, businesses, wildlife, visitors, and future

generations.

Alaska's natural beauty, wildness, wildlife, expanses of undisturbed open space, and peace and quiet arc among
its most cherished values, and Alaskans, our visitors, and future generations have the right to experience the
natural sights, sounds and quiet beauty of our state. In the vast majority of cases, the obtrusive noise, summer
landscape degradation and winter snowscape defacement, exhaust, and dangers of motorized recreation are
incompatible with those special natural experiences and with quiet homes and neighborhoods.



Unfortunately, though, natural quiet and the opportunity to hear and enjoy natural sounds are increasingly hard
to find in our state—a fact which would surprise the great majority of non-residents for whom Alaska is a
potent symbol of the natural and the wild, not of noisy mechanization. Although there are many places in
Alaska that look the same as they did 100 or more years ago, very few sound as they did only 10 or 20 years

earlier.

Consequently, not only do we need to protect those quiet areas that still remain, but we need to restore many
previously quiet lands to their former, more natural, more pristine condition. Most of us, until guite recently,
took the restorative quiet of the outdoors for granted. We assumed that the backcountry would always provide a
quiet refuge from the noise, busyness and artificiality of our towns and cities. That assumption, to our great
chagrin, has proven to be false. We now know that natural quiet and natural sounds require our— the public,
and the public’s stewards, the land managers—constant vigilance if they’re to survive even into the middle of

our present century.

Denali State Park offers wonderful opportunities for hiking on Kesugi and Curry Ridges from where
magnificent views of the Alaska Range can be enjoyed. Before planning the upgrade of exiting trails or the
routing of new trails, State Parks needs to determine what the carrying capacity of the trails will be, how to
preserve and protect the soundscape and carry out wildlife studies to map critical habitat that trails need to
avoid. (The proposed Visitor Center will attract thousands of people to hike on Curry Ridge and it is possible
that hundreds of Boy Scouts from a camp being built at Blair Lake will take "adventure hikes" in the park each

week.)

It is important to preserve Kesugi Ridge and Curry Ridge as outstanding backpacking wildemness experiences.
Reluctantly we accept trail hardening, toilets and designated camp sites if necessary. We question whether
Class | tread classification of up to 12 inches is appropriate for hiking on the tundra as all that is needed is a
path that is well drained and sufficient to define the trail corridor. Existing trails, and any future new Lrails, need
more regular maintenance than they now receive. Grass and brush need to be regularly trimmed, bridges
repaired and downfall cut out. Existing trails that are either too steep to control erosion or lead people into
prime bear feeding habitat (along salmon streams) need to be rerouted.

New trails: Due to the tundra surrounding the site of the Visitor's Center, the trails must be very carefully designed so that the tundra 1s not beaten
down and people stay on the trails. All trails around the VC must be hardened, designed so shortcuts cannot be made, fewer loops than proposed
should be developed so less area 1s impacted and walkers see fewer people and rangers ever present to make sure folks stay on the trails. Instead of a
boardwalk all around the wetland at the north end of the lake place it just on east side. A hardened trail needs to be put in to get hikers from the VC
up to Curry Ridge. A new trail should be put in to take a hiker from the VC down to Blair Lake. A trail from the railroad on the west side of the
Susitna and Indian Rivers up to the Kesugi Ridge trail would make it possible for people to hike in Denali State Park from the railroad. Assuming
the Transportation Center is open in the winter, (a) groomed ski trail(s) for skiers should be developed on the surrounding benches and placed so as

to tike advantage of the beautiful views.

AQRC believes in a fair and balanced allocation of the state’s public lands for both non-motorized and
motorized recreation. At the present time, there is a gross imbalance on the public lands that both unwisely and
inequitably favors motorized recreation over muscle-powered recreation. In the interests of both good
stewardship and fundamental fairness, this imbalance needs to be rectified. A reasonable proportion of public
lands and facilities of all jurisdictions throughout the state should be set aside for quiet recreation—thereby also
helping to protect clean air and water, fish and wildlife, scenic beauty, and the wildemess character for which

Alaska is famous worldwide.

Natural quiet and natural sounds should be recognized by all public land managers as critical resources in and of
themselves that deserve no less consideration than clean air and water or fish and wildlife and their habitat.
Soundscape plans should be prepared. The analysis of proposed agency actions should include a determination
of the possible effects on natural quiet and natural sounds and on the humans and wildlife that enjoy or depend
on them. Altematives should be considered.



Several general principles should apply to all public land decisions regarding the use of recreational motorized
vehicles, both private and commercial, and whether used on the land, water, or air (some of these principles will

not apply to all types of vehicles).

1. An analysis should be done of the possible effects on natural quiet and natural sounds and on the humans and
wildlife that enjoy or depend on them.

2. Several alternatives should be considered, including ones that eliminate and that minimize impacts and
conflicts.

3. Actions that would result in increased in motorized activity should be balanced with measures to increase
opportunities for high quality non-motorized recreation.

4, Public lands should be closed (to motorized recreational vehicles) until specifically opened, rather than wide
open until closed (the latter policy is the case on most public lands at the present time).

5. Even in open snowmachine areas, travel only on designated trails will sometimes be appropriate.

6. Motorized recreational vehicle use should be allowed only where it will not cause significant environmental
or social harm.

7. Where motorized recreation is allowed, adequate funding for monitoring and enforcement must be provided.
8. Motorized recreation should not be allowed on lands designated, managed or proposed as Wildemess.

At present the entire area of Denali State Park is open to snowmachine use as long as there 1s adequate snow
cover. AQRC requests that parts of Denali State Park be closed to snowmachine use for people seeking quiet
recreation and for the protection of wildlife and habitat. In several other regions of the park AQRC requests
that snowmachines be restricted to trails for the protection of wildlife, habitat, winter scenery and to make the
park multiple use friendly. It is time to protect and restore natural quiet and the opportunity to hear and enjoy
natural sounds to Denali State Park. There is great spiritual and restorative value in the soundscape resource of
wild quiet and natural sounds in our ever increasing noisy world. Alaska's State Parks need to protect this

important quality that its lands can provide if managed appropriately.

To provide places for quiet winter recreation AQRC recommends that Alaska State Parks:

1)Close Byers Lake and surrounding area to snowmachines. This would make a great area for family's lo ski and snowshae in the
forest around the take. There are three public use cabins that are close to the George Parks Highway making them easily accessible.

Snowmachines could be used to service the cabins.

2) Close the south end of Curry Ridge to snowmachines from Troublesome Creek parking area due east to the Susitna River with the
Curry Lookout included within the closed area. A snowmachine trail approximately following the section line from the highway east to
the ridge top would form the northern boundary of the closed area. This would mean that the road to the VC and all trails surrounding
the VC would be closed to snowmachines. While everyone would be welcomed to warm up and learn about the South Denali region in
the Transportation Hub building, travel up the road to the VC and its non-motorized trails would be by snow coach not snowmachine.

3) For those areas of Curry Ridge open to snowmachines {(N. of the boundary mentioned in #2), snowmmobiling would be managed for
family outings and sightseeing as follows: snowmachines would be required to remain on a trail, travel at moderate speed, pull over
when meeting other travelers. The trail(s} would be routed around windblown tundra, marked so that people could find the trail and

riding regulations enforced.

4) in the area of the Tokositna River, snowmachines should be restricted to corridors in order to provide places and areas for wildlife to
be protected from area wide snowmachine noise and presence.
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A very large percent of public lands in the rail belt and the Kenai Peninsula is opened to snowmachine
use. Enclosed is an addendum listing public lands and how many acres are open and closed to snowmachine
use. There needs to be a better balance allocating public lands for non-motorized recreation that are closed to

motorized activity.

Thank you again for this chance to offer our comments.

Sincerely,

Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition

Brian Okonek, Vise President

Public Lands Opened and Closed to Snowmobile Activity:

In support of the Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition’s (AQRC) recommendations for closures and various restrictions to be placed on
snowmachining in Denali State Park as part of the trail management plan, we offer these facts regarding the opportunities available to
the non-motorized user of public lands in winter and those afforded to motorized users. All of the 324,270 acres of Denali State Park
are opened to snowmachining once there is sufficient snow depth; there are no trails or areas designated for the quiet recreationist.
Similarly, in the surrounding Railbelt area there are few acres of any public lands set aside for non-motorized recreation.

AQRC believes that managers of public lands have a responsibility to: designate an appropriate balance of areas and trails for quiet
recreation vs. motorized recreation; protect natural sounds and natural quiet, and enforce restrictions to protect quiet areas. We note
the state’s recognition of this issue in ils recently released Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORPY);

“Recreation providers, user groups, and interested public should consider all viewpoints in recreation planning. Natural quiet is
an essential resource and should receive specific treatment in planning documents as do other valuable resources. Quiet, like other
resources, should be considered for its values and benefits; the wide variety of possible methods to protect and restore natural quiet to
public lands should be considered.” We urge the planners Lo implement this strategy in developing the Denali State Park Trail Plan.

A) Final South Denali Implementation Plan/EIS

The projected construction and design budget for Alternative C, the approved alternative, is $28,126,000. Of that amount,
approximately 10% is allocated to improving facilities for snowmachining by improving parking lots and turnouts to accommodate
snowmachine trailers. Not one dime is aliocated for improving trails or facilities for the non-motorized winter recreationist.

B} Allocation of the public 1ands in the Railbelt between non-molorized winter recreationists and motorized recreationists (Acres cited
are approximale only.)

As described in the SCORP, the Railbelt is defined as including “... those urban and rural communities accessible from
Alaska's limited road and rail system, generally from the southern end of the Kenai Peninsula, north to Fairbanks, and east to the
Canadian border.” The SCORP states that the Railbelt contains:

the bulk of the state park system acreage and units (78, including 19 marine parks);

20,000,000 acres of NPS lands;

1,900.000 acres of Kenai National Wildlife Refuge;

5,700,000 acres of Chugach Naticnal Forest,

1,800,000 acres of Tanana Valley State Forest; and

16 state special areas (critical habitat areas, sanctuaries and refuges).

AQRC'’s analysis of which of these public lands in the Railbelt are considered open and which are considered closed, to
snowmachining, follows:;

Federal Lands



Denali National Park & P: 6,000,000 acres 2,000,000 closed to snowmachines (It should be noted that snowmachines were
never legally allowed in the 2,000,000 acres of the old park.)

Wrangell-St. Elias NP & P 13,200,000 acres 0 acres closed

Kenai Fjords National Park572,800 acres 0 acres closed

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge 1,980,000 acres 730,000 closed

Chugach National Forest 5,700.000 acres, but a more appropriate acreage for this analysis is that contained in the
Seward Ranger District which covers the Kenai Peninsula 890,000 acres 182,900 acres or 21% closed. (We would
point out that though there are lands closed to snowmachining, a substantial majority of the most popular and attractive lrails and areas

have remained open to snowmachines.)
Bureau of Land Management hundreds of thousands of acres 700 acres (Campbell Tract) closed; plus a few trails

and several RNAs in the White ML. National Recreation Area and Steese National Conservalion Area.

Stale Lands

1} SPOR managed/owned (including the units in the Kenai, Northern and Mat-Su/Copper River Basin and Chugach State Park

districts cnly)
Chugach State Park {21 units) 493,471 acres 432,55 acres closed, 76 of 124 miles of existing and

proposed new trails to be closed to  snowmachines {Public Review Draft)

Denali State Park 324,270 acres 0 acres closed

Katchemak Bay SP/WP* 370,389 acres 370,399 acres not opened to snowmachines

State Recreation Sites (SRS)* 24 of 31 units are not opened to snowmachining; 7 units are.

State Recreation Areas (SRA}* 1 of 14 units not opened to snowmachining. 3 of the 13 units which are opened
to snowmachining when adequate snow have some restrictions. The most notable example is Nancy Lake SRA with 22,685 acres.
Approximately 15% or 3,402 acres {rough estimate) and 9.7 of 40 miles of trail are closed to snowmachining.

Kenai River SMA 44,850 acres Kenai and Skilak Lakes opened when adequate snow.

Hatcher Pass Management Area (managed in conjunction with the Div. of Mining, Land and Water) 212,380

acres  16% closed to snowmachines.

*Note: It is not clear that the Kachemak Bay SP/WP, one SRA and the 24 SRSs not listed in the regulations lo be opened to
snowmachining should be considered closed or whether they are simply not suitable for snowmachining.

2} Division of Mining, Land and Waters manages millions of acres (the exact number is unknown) such as the 208,261
acres in the Knik River PUA or the 2,334,713 acres in the Nelchina Public Use Area. 0 acres closed. (All general state [ands are
subject to the “Generally Allowed Uses" which automatically permits snowmachining if it can be done without resource damage. DMLW
lacks the resources to try to assess whether such damage is occurring and, moreover, lacks enforcement authority.

3) Division of Forestry Tanana State Forest 1,800.000 acres 0 ciosed.
4) ADF&G 16 state special areas unknown acres 0 acres closed

Other Public Lands
Talkeetna Talkeetna Lakes Park, 1, 040 acres and Numbered Lakes Park, 720 acres are bolh closed.

SUMMARY: with the exception of the trails and areas set aside in Hatcher Pass, Chugach State Park and Nancy Lake SRA, there are
no closures or restrictions on state lands in the Railbelt which protect the rights of the non-motorized recreationist to a guiet, winter

experience,
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Questionnaire 29 3

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

1. What are the most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for Denali

State Park?
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2. On average, how often do you use trails in Denali State Park?

O Have never used the trails O 7-11times per year
O Once per year O 1-3 times per month
2-6 times per year O Weekly or more

3. Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose {for example: exercise,
lsemsims berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activity)?
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O North Loop groomed snow trail

4. What do you like about the trails you use and why? {please provide trail names)
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5. Are there additional trails or routes that aren’t on the list above, but which you know about or use?
Please describe, including location, condition, why you use it, who else uses it, and anything else you
think important to add. (Please use maps and drawings if this will help).

6. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements or new trails and
why?

Thi  fen.f €roo Byers Lok (o KESUG Kinpe views nceas 0
b f'n‘.,.ifr*tk“.‘f-—fuf-ltm'malc, with stideibacls 4o limid :'fa({.(..
Backpackers Lo ild enjoy starting at +hat €nd of Ki‘;‘yjik’!({fj‘c:
Tral] oceasionally and coppguund Tvisifers  weuld  exjericd e
Fhe mcrﬂq"-b(‘d qbove I line Views,

7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, where are those
places and why do you think there should be no trail development there?
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8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What opportunities
would these trails provide? What activities should these trails be designed for (for example: hiking,

horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?
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9. How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?
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10. Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included in the plan?
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11. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan.

12. How would you like to be involved in this planning process?

Contact Information

Name: Sharon /N ENTee
Address: Po- Box 4 Sutton, Al 7767¢

E-Mail address: 5’/‘)52/01’);?7 @ m‘hwn /f'ﬂéi r/}f.’f/

You can complete this questionnaire and find more information about the Denali State
Park Trail Management Pilan on-line at:

http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/pa rks/plans/denalitrailmgntplan.htm




Please use this page for additional comments or to continue a response to a previous question.
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Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts, experiences and ideas about Denali
State Park’s Trail System.

Comments and general ideas, including completed questionnaires, are due
by December 15, 2009 and can be submitted via mail, email or fax to:

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1380
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3561
PHONE: (907) 269-8696/FAX: (907) 269-8907
Email: claire.leclair@alaska.gov




Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

From: Brian Okonek [okonek@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Saturday, December 05, 2009 6:23 PM
To: Leclair, Claire H {(DNR)

Subject: DSP Trail Management Plan

From: Brian Okonek
P.0, Box 583

Talkeetna, AK 99676

To:

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
550 West 7th Ave, Suite 13886
Anchorage, AK $9501-3561

Atten: Claire Holland LeClair,

Thank you for working on the Denali State Park Trails Management Plan. D5P is a fabulous
place with spectacular views of the Alaska Range, wildlife habitat from salmon streams to
alpine tundra and a variety of wilderness recreational opportunities winter and summer
that is easily accessible from one of the main highways in Alaska.

For these reasons it is becoming ever more popular. Add to this the proposal for a
destination visitor center and it will become the epicenter of tourist activity in the
Susitna valley. It is time to do comprehensive, foresighted planning for trail and
backcountry use in the park. The following are my thoughts from the DSP Trail Management

Plan questionnaire.

1. What are the most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan
for Denali State Park?

A) Develop criteria for selecting future trail routes that include:

Necessity and desire for a trail, routing to minimize impacts to wildlife, balance of
motorized and non-motorized use, carrying capacity of trails to assure for a quality
experience, funding to maintain existing and new trails and for monitoring of use and
conditions and enforcement of regulations.

B) Conduct biological studies to identify critical wildlife habitat so that trail routes can
be planned to reduce impacts to wildlife.

C) Create areas where motorized use is not allowed in the winter.
This is done in other state parks to separate skiers/snowshoers seeking a peaceful winter
experience from snowmobilers. It is time to do this in DSP.

D) Maintain the present trail system on Kesugi Ridge and around Byers Lake. Trails are
often overgrown with grass and brush. The park needs a full time trail crew to accomplish

this.



E) Reroute the sections of the Byers Lake to Tarn Point trail that are too steep and causing
erosion problems. Reroute the upper Troublesome Creek to move it away from the creek where

bears normally feed on salmon.

F) Harden sections of the existing trails to eliminate the need for by-pass trails being
worn in as hikers walk around wet sections.

G) Determine how future Boy Scout activities will be able to operate in Denali State Park
with as little impact as possible to the natural resources and to other visitors. (This may
require a trail system on Curry Ridge, hardened campsites, bear proof food storage, and
environmentally sound toilet system and/or restrictions on where they can operate within the
park.) The number of scouts envisioned to be at the Blair Lake camp will increase use in DSP
significantly, with corresponding impacts, if they are authorized to operate within the State

park.

2. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements.or
new trails and why?

Kesugi Ridge. Kesugi Ridge offers some of the best hiking in Alaska because of the
magnificent views of the Alaska Range, ease of getting to the trail heads, the relatively
easy, short backpacking trips available and the amount of marketing the area has received in
guide books. The trails have become very popular, but are now in danger of being degraded by
overuse. The trails need to be rerouted and hardened where necessary.

A possible new trail that could add a unique experience to hiking in DSP would be a trail
that would leave the railroad from the west side of the Susitna and Indian rivers and be
routed to the Kesugi Ridge trail. Hikers could use the Bud car (Whistle stop train shuttle)
for access to this trail from Talkeetna.

3. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, where
are those places and why do you think there should be no trail development there?

Hiking trails should not be constructed along salmon streams. Doing so will cause
unnecessary human/bear conflicts. Winter trails should

avoid areas that are heavily used by wintering moose. Prime post

rut moose feeding areas should be closed to snowmachine activity to protect the vegetation.
There needs to be studies conducted to determine these seasonally important feeding areas.
Heavy snowmachine use can have a severe detrimental effect on wintering wildlife by
displacing them from prime feed and disturbing them at a time when they need to conserve
energy the most. Land managers need to know where critical habitat is so that trails and
what activities are allowed can be planned to protect park resources. It is unacceptable
to route a snowmachine trail right through prime winter moose habitat because planners do not

know where these areas are.

The Coffee and Hidden river valleys and Eldridge Glacier area should

not have developed trails. These are wilderness areas that should be protected for that
value. These areas of "accessible” wilderness on the west side of the Chulitna River provide
an excellent place for people to have more remote experiences in DSP.

4. How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?

The major conflict is between snowmobilers and skiers, skijorers and dog mushers. The
snowmachine use taking place today is not a traditional use in OSP. In 1578 when the park
was created and in

1976 when the park was expanded to include the western portion up the Tokositna River the
snowmachines that were in the park were used as utility vehicles. People crossed the park
with snowmachines to access cabins that were inholdings or on lands outside the park and/
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or ran traplines. The number of people doing this was very small.

Todays heavy recreational use has slowly built up over the years.

Now there are not only a lot of unofficial snowmachine trails, but also tracks of
snowmachines everywhere. Entire muskegs, lakes, and river channels become entirely packed by
snowmachines. There needs to be areas in DSP that are closed to snowmachine activity.

Skijores and dog mushers also use packed snowmachine trails most of the winter. Before the
snowmachine use became so heavy multiple use

of the trails worked better. Now there are so many snowmachines

operating at high speeds that the trails have become dangerous for dog mushers. The moguls
get so bad that it is not enjoyable to run a dog sled and is hard on the dogs. The
surrounding country adjacent to the trails is usually totally cut up by snowmachine tracks
ruining the backcountry winter scenery. Skiers have to deal with the same problems on the
trails. When they leave the trails it is hard to find a place where snowmachines haven't
been and impossible to get away from the noise they produce. Participating in non-motorized
recreation in areas where there is heavy, uncontrolled snowmachine use is not a pleasant
experience. In the end snowmachine activity displaces non-motorized recreation.

There are no areas in DSP closed to snowmobiling. This is not a fair balance for managing
State park lands or for protecting wildlife resources in the park.. It is not fair to the
public who seeks out quiet recreation. DSP has matured to the point that it is time to
establish areas where snowmobiling is not allowed. There needs to be areas where park
visitors and wildlife can be free of snowmachine activity and noise.

I recommend that the Byers Lake area be designated non-motorized summer and winter. It is an
ideal place for backcountry cross-

country skiing and snowshoeing. There is a variety of topography

nearby that offers wonderful skiing in the forest, but is not ideal for snowmobiling. There
are public use cabins near the road so it is easy for skiers and snowshoers of all abilities
to get to the cabins. Snowmachines could be used by park staff to maintain the cabins and
haul firewood. I believe that Byers Lake would become a very popular destination for skiers
and snowshoers knowing that they could enjoy the area without being disturbed by motorized

recreation.

If the South Denali visitor Center becomes a reality the south half of Curry Ridge (the area
south of a boundary that runs from the Troublesome Creek wayside east to the Curry Ridge
Lookout continuing east to the Susitna River) should be closed tc snowmobiling for several
reason. A major component to the visitor experience at the visitor center would be
interpreting the variety of habitats that surrounds Lake 1787'. To protect this habitat and
keep it as intact as possible it will be necessary to close the area to snowmachine use.
Snowmachine use on wind swept Curry Ridge will result in scarred tundra, broken down schrubs
and small trees and change patterns of wildlife use. Snowmachine use will make the area less
appealing to skiers or snowshoers because of the multitude of snowmachine tracks that will
take away from the scenery and the noise and smell of the machines. The snowmachine riding
experience on the northern portion of Curry Ridge should be managed with a trail system that
riders are required to stay on which is enforced. A trail could be marked that routes
snowmachines around bare wind swept tundra. A trail system would protect the vegetation (if
routed correctly), keep motorized activity from having such a negative impact on animals
because the machines wouldn't be every where and save the winter scenery from being destroyed
by multiple snowmachine tracks looping everywhere. A trail system would provide a safe,
family oriented snowmachine experience.

The Teokositna River valley is heavily used by snowmachines.

Snowmachine tracks are every where and it is noisy when they are in the valley. This
motorized use dominates the valley precluding other uses because the valley looks and sounds
like a race track instead of the pristine wild place it once was. The backcountry has truly
turned into a race track in many places. It would be much better for multiple user groups,
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wildlife and habitat if a loop trail was established up the Tokositna valley. The trail
would need to be routed where studies indicated the least number of wildlife would be
disturbed. The trail would have to be marked so that it could easily be found after snow
storms. To preserve the scenic value of the valley and protect the areas wildlife
snowmachines would have to be required to stay on the trail and this regulation enforced.
Speed limits would be necessary to make the trails safe and enjoyable for dog mushers and
skijores. Slower moving snowmachines are considerably quieter than those traveling at high
speeds and continually punching the throttle. This kind of trail system would enable people
to take spectacular snowmachine touring trips, make the area much more multiple use friendly

and protect other park resources.

Whenever a snowmachine trail is established there should also be

restrictions put in place. Providing more trail and parking areas

will increase the snowmachine traffic in the park creating more conflicts. Either set areas
aside where snowmachine use will not be allowed adjacent to these trails so a person can ski
away from the trail a get away from snowmachine use or create another region in the park that

is closed to snowmachine use.

It will be necessary for there to be regular park ranger patrols in the backcountry to
enforce park regulations and in parking areas to educate the public, information pamphlets

and kiosks.

5. Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included
in the plan?

As facilities in the park increase attracting more visitors the lands of DSP can not be
expected to accommodate all activities. I just do not see, for example, how there can be a
visitor center that will serve tens of thousands of tourist on Curry Ridge while at the same
time there being legal hunting within a quarter of a mile of trails, roads and other
facilities. Curry and Kesugi ridges should be closed to hunting. The Spring bear hunt needs
to be monitored

much more closely. There are bear dens throughout the park.

Emerging bears from hibernation are easy prey to hunters on snowmachines. State parks
should accommodate people that wish to observe wildlife by closing areas of the park to

hunting.

Hikers and boaters should be required to carry bear proof food canisters to prevent bears
from associating people, packs and camps with food.

Typically DSP receives a lot of snow and there is an extended Spring

season when it is easy to travel throughout the park on the snow.

Trumpeter swans and Bald eagles return to area and their nests long before the snow melts.
Little is known about how snowmachine activity affects these birds as they wait for the snow
to melt so they can breed and rear their young. There needs to be wildlife studies done to
determine such things and action taken to protect the region' s wildlife. It may be
necessary, for example, to close the Tokositna valley to snowmachine use in early April to

protect Trumpeter swans.

The plan should consider what the carrying capacity of trails are.

Again if the visitor center is built there will be thousands of additional people visiting
DSP. As Anchorage and the Mat-Su Valley grow there will be more and more snowmachine use in
the park. What will the impacts of future growth in snowmachine use be to the park and how

much is to much?

No trailheads or parking areas should be built until management policies and enforcement
capacity for the area are in place and trails and other necessary facilities are constructed.



6. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing this
plan?

There needs to be more work done on developing the plan for a hiking trail system in the
vicinity of the proposed visitor center near Lake 1787'. If the visitor center is to go at
this high location it is going to be vital to figure out how to keep people on the hardened
trails. The alpine vegetation is super sensitive and will quickly be

scuffed away if people leave the trails, which they invariably do.

The varied habitat that has made this a desirable place to visit will be degraded if this

happens.

Trail easements across private property should be acquired for pedestrian traffic parallel to
the Parks Highway north and south of the proposed Transportation Hub and campgrounds. In
the future it will be desirable for there be a trail to for people to walk and bike on that
parallels but is set back, with a buffer of natural vegetation, from the highway.

Work out an agreement with the National Park Service to do wildlife and habitat resource
studies in Denali State Park. There needs to be good informaticn gathered to be able to
develop a comprehensive trail plan. This type of study has been encouraged by the public and
State Park Advisory Board for many years and has yet to take place.

I found multiple bear dens while walking the proposed road alignment to the visitor center
site with a planner from State Parks. What other prime habitat will be destroyed developing
the park? How will this loss of habitat be mitigated? Again there can not be layer upon
layer of development and activities added to DSP without there also being areas further
protected and restrictions of activities put into place. Alaska State Parks are not only
about access, but also about preserving for future generations the wilderness and backcountry

qualities we are so privileged to enjoy today.

The South Denali Visitor Complex Interpretive Master Plan envisions an interpretive center
and theater at the Visitor Center site near Lake 1787'. This portion of the Visitor Center
could just as well be at the Transportation Hub. The Transportation Hub is going to be open
year around. Moving the interpretive center and theater to this location would make these
important educational facilities open to

the public at all seasons. There is a need for this since the

Interpretive Center at Denali National park and Preserve headquarters is closed for more than
half the year. Moving these facilities to the lower location would also reduce the footprint
of the Visititor Center in the proposed alpine location considerably making it far easier to

blend in.

Thank you for considering my recommendations.

Sincerely,

Brian Okonek



DNR - Mining, Land & Water Online Puhlic Cominent

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

teme http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/plans/denali/denalitrail.htm

Thank you for your input.
This page confirms that your comments were successfully submitted to us.

Please print this page for your records.

Friends of Mat-Su Friends of Mat-Su Phone: (807)-746-0128
P.O. Box 116 Email: foms2@mtaoniine.net

Palmer, Ak 99645

Added to contact list: Yes. My preferred method of contact is Email.

Topic: General Comments

Subnntted 12/07/2009 at 02:20 PM:

Friends of Mat-Su {FoMS) is pleased that a trails management plan is being developed for
Denali State Park. We have the following comments for your consideration:

Consider trail connectivity when creating the plan. It would be benefictal to have park trails
connect with adjacent frails in the Mat-Su Borough so that it is safe and easy for travelers
iy go from one area to the next.

ft is also important to separate trails into different uses. Multi-use trails are difficult to
manage and frustrating for users. The park will be a friendlier place if there are non
motorized trails and motorized trails in separate locations.

Focus resources on solving current problems with existing trails. It is important to plan for
lature trails, but improving the guality of the existing trails should be a priority.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.



DMR - Mining, Land & Water Online Public Comment

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

neme http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/plans/denalifdenaiitrail.htm

Thank you for your input.
This page confirms that your comments were successfully submitted to us.

Please print this page for your records.

Dolly Lefever Phone: (907)-243 7027
7000 Ta!l Spruce Dr. Email: dollygdacsalaska net
Anchorage, Ak 99502

Added to contact list: Yes. My preferred method of contact is Email.

Fopic: General Cominents

Submitted 12/03/2009 at 07:42 PM:
| saw a comment from a local to allow comercial use so locals "can make a hving" In
Chugach Nationai Forest commercial use in way of horse guides have made !raiis long

used by nikers unsafe and full of horse WilB. Only one guide benefits from destroying irails
and the water supply by overloading trails with . | would like to express a desire to nut
nave commercial usage since this creates conflicts in trail usage. Why should one ar two
persons/companies banefit financially from public land use especially if it causes conflict
with those using without financial interest. There are many places where maotorized
equipment can go. Can't there be one park where there is NO motorized vehicles to desiroy

the peace and quite? doliy



. . JECE -Q o
Questionnaire Lo CEGuE LU\V a0 1
Denali State Park Trail Management Plan (CAG

1. What are the most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for Denali

State Park?
D) Bt asde ron-motorized vt ayeas .

2) E—,\\@/CQM,'J' o )\OA-MLWHLB Mo
2 ,E"j*]'"JO!UL\ (“.\,l—em_i L Ulod e concdevey overvet

2. On average, how often do you use trails in Denali State Park?
0 Have never used the trails O 7-11 times per year

(J Once per year (1 1-3 times per month

B8 2-6 times per year O Weekly or more

3. Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose (for example: exercise,
hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activity)?

JF Byers Lake Loop Main purpose{s).  Qrés (LR | y\ocjruv-( :)la;f—‘&wu('\ G

P Little Coal Creek to Kesugi Ridge W “u

(7 Ermine Hill Trail = "

(3 Cascade Trail

s Upper Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood) a <t
4 Lower Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood) - L
D Kesugi Ridge Trail: - M

{all or sections between Little Coal Cr. and Troublesome Cr.)
O North Loop groomed snow trail

4. What do you like about the trails you use and why? (pfease provide traif names)

Se F 32




©  Are there additional trails or routes that aren’t on the list above, but which you know about or use?
Please describe, including location, condition, why you use it, who else uses it, and anything else you
think important to add. (Please use maps and drawings if this will help).

6. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements or new trails and

why?

B7CV5 lake o TTUvn BT - oo J:J'EQEJ /eVOJ‘l'-W\

|
7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, where are those
places and why do you think there should be no trail development there?

‘ tQ\lc”\K le-b -}"‘ck-l(} ‘uJ)\Q.YE A.Qawf 60\5{— p— lc_e;CP —f/\Qm [+ NS5
Qé\‘fbh,\ fa.l!’vdh gﬁ]’?‘tﬂw /

8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What opportunities
would these trails provide? What activities should these trails be designed for (for example: hiking,

horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?

9. How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?

C‘IFQV{V Aﬁw\ﬂ\vt G(./\(J en\VOrce *\Df\~MJ’0Vt\CEﬁS\)J-Q_ .

S}l%me VO e }:\Ij& amb \Jda;l:’CjJ!e (omméﬁlyj my\h ;tf— . “I'OG
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10. Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included in the plan?

CIO&Q Sent oyeas —{-0 Smwwc/\ne.(.

11. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan.

P/ea&!; (‘walsev “\"L\L(QCNL wH,uJ{' g_ﬁlemce l'\m( c\_{uu(/lyf
é&er\ COV\I-jWZAS \?c]‘\em.

12. How would you like to be involved in this planning process?

Contact Information

Name: et Lejs&?‘dﬁ
address, D0 Bsx 224 " Valkestnn 9674

E-Mail address: ::_\JG 154 M)C @ X . SEon - (oma

You can complete this guestionnaire and find mare information about the Denali State
Park Trail Management Plan gn-line at:

http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/parks/plans/denalitrailmgntplan.htm




Please use this page for additional comments or to continue a response to a previous question.

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts, experiences and ideas about Denali
State Park’s Trail System.

Comments and general ideas, including completed questionnaires, are due
by December 15, 2009 and can be submitted via mail, email or fax to:

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1380
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3561
PHONE: (907) 269-8696/FAX: (907) 269-8907
Email: claire.leclair@alaska.gov




Denali State Park Plan- Enterprise Vault Archived [tem Page 1 of 1

ge({uuaﬁ) X

Froas anyeetee@acl.coni Date ‘wWeadnesuay, Novemoo ! A=)
PRGE

ic Leclar Claire H(DNR |

CcC

dubiect  wenal state Park Qlan

A. Your map does not show the complete Troublesome Creek Trail from the Parks Hiway

B. Does not mention the Susitna River Plan (70s or 80s) of the past. This mentioned at the lime, a creek
access about 15 or so above the high water mark to where people would have access along Byers Creek
below the Parks Highway next to private land to hike,fish and recreate. This area is closed off up to the State
access trail on the south side of Byers Creek. Some enviromental group or lawyers has posted signs say
you are required to have their premission to use the creekfrom the road on down a half mile to the trail
access. .

C. There was on one section of private land where the owner bulldozed access down into the creek.

D. In the past my family members have ran into poachers in the fall. It was our luck to have been armed at
the time.

E. There has been use of riverboats with a 1/2 mile of the highway.

F. There has been idiots wounding bears and not bothering trying to find them, or report them..

G. As for access, my brother walks up along the Chulitna from Troublesome Creek to get to Byers Creek.

[ have up to 10 years ago, from the mid 1970s fished the creek. But now it is not worth going there due to
lhe access and lack of fish. Along with the people one has to deal with.

Read part of the Plan,when it comes to bears, people have seen too many Gentle Ben shows and National
Geographic articles about bears. Some sneak around the forest quietly or with I-Pods, or are looking at the
flowers and squirrels. Paying attention that once they step more then 10 feet from the road or parking lot is
essential. That they are in absolute wilderness, that they are not in some theme park. In all the years | have
been in the woods, | know enough to pay attention and make plenty of noise, | have had very few
encounters with bears, that concerned me or the bear(s)..

As for the NPS wanting a south visitor center, let them us their own park land..

As for recreational mine, contact the local GPAA chapter, they would be more then happy ic give input,
since they have claims at the end of the Petersville Road. (Tom Ireland/tandmireland@gci.net or Bonnie

Tishler/www .alaskagolddiggers.org

https://ancev01 soa.alaska.gov/EnterpriseVault/ViewMessage.asp?Vaultld=I CICAFD9528...  1/8/2010
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Leclair, Claire H (DNR) V- 09
From: Heather _Rice@nps.gov

Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 2:26 PM

To: Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

Subject: Fw: Follow-up on Denali State Park Trails Management Plan

----- Forwarded by Heather Rice/AKSO/NPS on ©1/08/2010 ©2:26 PM -----

William Naneng

<will{@sealioncorp

.het> To
<Heather Rice@nps.gov>

11/18/2009 ©8:23 cc

AM

Subject
FW: Follow-up on Denali State Park
Trails Management Plan

fyi

_From: Eric Larsen [mailto:ericlarsenkfn@hotmail.com]
Lﬁent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 8:30 PM
To: David Cottrell; deseree noble; William Naneng
Subject: FW: Follow-up on Denali State Park Trails Management Plan

this is the Denali trail group told them we had interest and input on the trail system many
trails should end or start from our lodge

cabins, water stations, and dry tack for horses, call boxes camp sites are some of my Ideas
every 10 20 miles something for hikers or back wood travlers

thanks Eric

Date: Tue, 17 Nov 2889 16:34:19 -06%00

From: claire.leclair@alaska.gov

Subject: Follow-up on Denali State Park Trails Management Plan
To: ericlarsenkfn@hetmail.com

Eric-

Thank you for your time today. I appreciate Sea Lion Corp.’s interest in the Denali State
Park Trail Management Plan. We have a website for the project and the address is:

http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/parks/plans/denali/denalitrail.htm
1




Please share this website as well as my contact information with other members of the Sea
Lion Corporation’s team who may be interested in the trail management plan.

Warm regards,
Claire

Claire Holland LeClair

Natural Resource Specialist

Department of Natural Resources

Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1380 Anchorage, Alaska
99501-3561

Phone: (987)269-8696

FAX: (987)269-8907

Hotmail: Trusted email with powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now.
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<ByersLake>I recreate in the summer and winter in the parks. My favorite
summer activities include hiking the trails along the northern segment of
K'esugi Ridge between Ermine Hill and Little Coal Creek Trailheads.
Additionally I like to hike in the Peters Hills to Long point. I like to raft
the Chulitna and Tokositna Rivers and consider them water trails. In the
winter I snowmobile west of the highway in the tokositina drainage and
occasionally nordic ski groomed trails.</ByersLake>
<ByersLake>2</ByersLake>
<LittleCoalCrk>2</LittleCoalCrk>
<ErmineHill>2</ErmineHill>
<ByersActivity >canoeing, fishing</ByersActivity>
<LittleCoalActivity >Hiking, Alaska Range viewing, climbing
peaks</LittleCoalActivity >
<ErmineActivity >hiking connection to little coal creek.</ErmineActivity>
</Pagel>
<AdditionalRoutes>From Long Point to Home Lake. This is becoming popular
among packrafters and should be identified and considered in the
management plan. Continued use without maintenance will cause resource
degradation. A trailhead is needed in the Peters Hills. Summer and winter use
is increasing annually, and degredation and vandilism is occuring at parking
areas. More maintenance, facilities, and monitoring is necessary. I would also
encourage a year round trail to the Curry Lookout from both the Sustina River
Valley, and the South Denali Viewpoint.</AdditionalRoutes>
<CascadeTrail>0</CascadeTrail>
<UpperPre06>0</UpperPre06>
<LowerTrouble>2</LowerTrouble>
<KesugiRidge>0</KesugiRidge>
<UpperTrouble />
<LowerTActivity>trout and/or salmon fishing, Alaska Range
viewing </LowerTActivity >
<KesugiActivity />
<cascadeActivity />
<KesugiRidge>2</KesugiRidge>
<KesugiActivity >Snowmobiling, nordic skiing, Alaska Range viewing, winter
moose viewing.</KesugiActivity>
<TrailLikes>They allow me to access a beautiful area, and provide me with
opportunities to view stunning landscapes and various wildlife, excercise is
an added bonus, but no the sole reason I use the trails.</TrailLikes>
<trail2avoid>Although the Peters Hills could use some development, it should be
minimized to maintain its wilderness feel. Facilities should be adequate, but
rustic. The Petersville Road should remain gravel to perpetuate
this.</trailZzavoid>
<priority>Trails and trailheads along the Parks Highway need to upgraded. The
Curry and K'esugi Ridge trail systems should be built up to sustainable trail
parameter standards, and maintained at a level that meets the projected
increase in use. The South Denali Visitor Center development has gone
through a very thorough planning process and should proceed as indicated in
planning documents. This development will be positive for the local economy
and community.</priority>
<specificimprove>A park maintained trail from Petersville Road all the way to
Home Lake via Long point (Hiking) A winter groomed nordic (non-motorized)

file://G:\Denali State Park Trail Management Plan\Scoping Comments & Completed Questi... 1/8/2010
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loop in the vicinity of Lake 1787 (nordic skiing) Bring existing trail facilities to
sustainable and maintainable standards (i.e. Ermine Hill) A winter groomed
trail along the Chulitna River Valley to Cantwel (Snowmobiling)
</specificimprove>
<Email>aka.akdre@gmail.com</Email >
<name>Andre Kaeppele</name>
<ProcessInvolve>In any way that I can. I am passionate about the area and
would like to see a good guiding document develop.</Processinvolve>
<conflicts>Time sharing. Half the winter motorized, the other half non-
motorized.</conflicts>
<NawPolicies>The state trail management policy.</NewPolicies>
<NewlInfomation>Consider how the plan will affect the local community. Allow
for commercial permits so that the community can both make a living
through guiding services, and responsibly promote the park's recreational
opportunities to their clients (the public).</NewInfomation>
</TopmostSubform>

file://G:\Denali State Park Trail Management Plan\Scoping Comments & Completed Questi... 1/8/2010
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<ByersLake>I don't, but I do have a cabin on the Shulin Trail and have seen
the degradation to the land over the past 20 years with the impact of
recreational snowmachining and ATV off-trail usage. It has been very sad
to watch our tundra being destroyed.</ByersLake>
<ByersLake>0</ByersLake>
<LittleCoalCrk>0</LittleCoalCrk >
<ErmineHill>0</ErmineHill>
<ByersActivity />
<LittleCoalActivity />
<ErmineActivity />
</Pagel>
<AdditionalRoutes />
<CascadeTrail>0</CascadeTrail>
<UpperPref6>0</UpperPref6>
<lLowerTrouble>0</LowerTrouble>
<KesugiRidge>0</KesugiRidge>
<UpperTrouble />
<LowerTActivity />
<KesugiActivity />
<cascadeActivity />
<KesugiRidge>0</KesugiRidge>
<KesugiActivity />
<TrailLikes />
<trailZzavoid />
<priority />
<specificlmprove>1 would like to see hardened designated trails for summer use
and multi-use of those same trails in winter that are wide enough to be used
by machiners, skiers, and dog teams. This has been done in Utah very
effectively with groomed 30' wide one-way trails with speed limits and off
trail powder areas for playing in the snow.</specificimprove>
<Email>carolyn@normanvaughan.com</Email>
<name>Carolyn Muegge-Vaughan</name>
<Processinvolve>Email notices.</Processinvolve>
<conflicts>Education!! Signage showing before and after pictures and a heavy
TV/radio blitz pre-hunting season</conflicts>
<NewPolicies>Montana has a great model.</NewPolicies>
<MNewlnfomation>Grooming. Wide multi-use trails. Educational campaign like
Montana that included before & after signage with pictures near the trails
and along access roads.</Newlnfomation>
</TopmostSubform>
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<ByerslLake>A few times each summer</ByersLake>
<ByersLake>2</ByersLake>
<LittleCoalCrk>2</LittleCoalCrk >
<ErmineHill>2</ErmineHill>
<ByersActivity >hikining </ByersActivity>
<LittieCoalActivity > hiking, backpacking</LittleCoalActivity>
<ErmineActivity > hiking, backpacking </ErmineActivity>

</Pagel>

<AdditionalRoutes />

<CascadeTrail>0</CascadeTrail>

<UpperPreQ6>0</UpperPre06>

<LowerTrouble>0</LowerTrouble>

<KesugiRidge>2</KesugiRidge>

<UpperTrouble />

<LowerTActivity />

<KesugiActivity >hiking, overnight backpacking</KesugiActivity >

<cascadeActivity />

<KesugiRidge>0</KesugiRidge>

<KesugiActivity />

<TrailLikes>The wilderness character of the trails and area. It is a great place
near home to explore, and while trails are in place it still has significant
wilderness character.</TrailLikes>

<trail2avoid >Restricting new developments to existing developed areas such as
Byers lake and Denali viewpoint area would keep the wilderness character of
places such as the Kesugi ridge trail system intact.</trail2avoid>

<priority>I think it is important to use the park’s limited resources to first focus
on trail maintenance before new trails are created. It is better to have a few
good trails than many poor trails.</priority>

<specificimprove>A hiking trail linking the Kesugi ridge trail to the Susitna river
would be welcome. </specificimprove>

<Email>xgcampbell@hotmail.com</Email >

<name>Greg Campbell</name>

<Processinvolve />

<conflicts />

<NewPolicies>1I think it is important to use the park's limited resources to first
focus on trail maintenance before new trails are created. It is better to have
a few good trails than many poor trails. I would prefer less development and
less fees. A simple trailhead with no development/structures and no fees is
better than one with extensive facilities and fees. It is okay if fees are
charged and used for trail maintenance, but not okay if fees are charged and
used for unnecessary development/structures. Less is more.</NewPolicies>

<NewInfomation>Additional structures would not be welcome. In my opinion,
Motorized vehicles such as snow machines have no place in the park.
Horseback riding is detrimental to the trails, especially those that currently
have a wilderness character, causing wider trails, erosion, polluting water
with feces, and creating the need for more developments such as bigger
bridges to handle stock. I have seen what horses can do while working as a
trail crew member for the forest service in Wyoming.</NewlInfomation>

</TopmostSubform>
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Questionnaire BEAD TSAULD o
Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

1. What are the most important issues to address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for Denali
State Park?

2. On average, how often do you use trails in Denali State Park?

[0 Have never used the trails O 7-11 times per year
& Once per year O 1-3 times per month
[J 2-6 times per year O Weekly or more

3. Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose {for example: exercise,
hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activity)?

[0 Byers Lake Loop Main purpose(s):

# Little Coal Creek to Kesugi Ridge Suringk, & WIINTER AWESS 10 K@SUGJ RipcRAIL

# Ermine Hill Trail _ALTELA }m&(m;ﬁﬁ(gg_) AT FROAN KeSues Qe TRALL

@ Cascade Trail__GX1T KRN\ K_M RID&A TQ'HF()

O Upper Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)

3 Lower Troublesome Creek Trail {before 2006 flood)

dKesugi Ridge Trail:_SumpheR ﬂ:— WINTES, HiihYZ

{all or sections between Little Coaf Cr. and Troublesome Cr.)
[0 North Loop groomed snow trail

4. What do you like about the trails you use and why? (please provide trail names)

GreaT RideE HIKING
CanTremG DEUALL i30S (WHER) CLOAR)




5. Are there additional trails or routes that aren’t on the list above, but which you know about or use?
Please describe, including location, condition, why you use it, who else uses it, and anything else you
think important to add. (Please use maps and drawings if this will help).

T S0 ONwY WBED) 8S7EUSHED TFAILS SHawm oo THG
AP, BUT Knowd oF Same GUbE- Sicg s Lal s
) GukKYy in‘rsrf. UIA HELcorTeR P G AN

6. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements or new trails and
why?

Wb EsanE REEK

7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, where are those
places and why do you think there should be no trail development there?

D)o ENIDUD l?

8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What opportunities
would these trails provide? What activities should these trails be designed for {for example: hiking,

horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?

T Lwe T Jea- Hikia TRALL Coune 57 4, 4:@,51.11;:,] Ribo =
03t CURRY Ril2 mo ACCESS BT Fok, LURRY Rz
7 The HIBHWAY AT Froma 1 oF Papg

9, How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?




10. Arethere any general trail policies or management actions you think should be included in the plan?
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11. Please relay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan.

12. How would you like to be involved in this planning process?

Contact Information

Name:__{ )2 An ﬁf\\)"* lb"o@-’\)
address: 8% Qs UMDV .t%ég? " ah’{,:{r
E-Mail address: N”‘HD"‘W\@ MTAONLN)E. NET -~ ’

You can complete this questionnaire and find more information about the Denali State
Park Trail Management Plan on-line at:

http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/parks/plans/denalitrailmgntplan.htm




Please use this page for additional comments or to continue a response to a previous question.

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts, experiences and ideas about Denali
State Park’s Trail System.

Comments and general ideas, including completed questionnaires, are due
by December 15, 2009 and can be submitted via mail, email or fax to:

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan
550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1380
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3561
PHONE: (907) 269-8696/FAX: (907) 269-8307
Email: claire.leclair@alaska.gov
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Questionnaire for Denali State Park Trail Management Plan

1. \VWhat are the most important issues lo address and resolve in the Trail Management Plan for Denali State
Park?

To consider that some of the trails can be used by snowmachiners in winter and hikers in the summer. Open use allows
the best use of state funds to construct trails that benefits several user groups. Some trails are not used by hikers
because of the swamps but are important to snowmachiners, other trails are generally only used by hikers because
terrain is prohibitive for snowmachines. However when possible | hope that snowmachine trail funding is increased
because | believe that Denali State Park has wonderful terrain for snowmachine use with the added benefit of a huge
snow pack that protects the terrain.

Snowmachiners provide one of the largest economic boost ta local businesses in the area (restaurants, lodges, filling
stations, etc) and hopefully the state will keep the park apen for multiple use.

As a nordic skiier also | do see some benefit in having one or two dedicated ski trails; perhaps ski/dog sled routes would

facilitate mukiple use of some areas with level to rolling terrain.

2. How often do you use trails in Denali State Park?

Six to eight days a month.

3. Which of the existing trails listed below do you use and for what purpose (for example: exercise,
hunting, berry picking, photography, adventure, nature observation, family activity)?

<) Byers Laka Loop

Byers [ake

Activilies: Hilksng, nature walks, hunfing in area

[[] Little Coal Creek to Kestgi Ridge

Little Coal
Activities;

[ Ermine Hill Trail

Ermine Hill
Activities:




[] Cascade Trail

Cascade ¥rail

Activilies:

] Upper Troublesome Creek Trail {before 2006 flood)

Upper Troublesome
Activities:

il Lower Troublesome Creek Trail (before 2006 flood)

Lower Troublesome

Activities: Hiking, fishing

(7] Kesugi Ridge Trail (All or sections between Little Coal Creek and Troublesome Creek)

Kesugi Ridge Trail |, ..
Actviies:  |Tiang

(] Narth Loop greomed snow trail

North Loop - .
Activities: Snawmachining, hunting,

4. What do you like about the trails you use and why?

Access to beautiful country, outdoor activities, away from crowds of cities.

5. Are there additional trails or routes that aren't on the list above, but which you know about or use? Please
describe, including location (Please use maps and drawings if this wilt heip).

Curry Ridge trails {snowmachining, hiking, skiing).




6. What areas of Denali State Park should be of highest priority for trail improvements ar new trails and why?

7. Are there places in the park where trail development should be avoided and if so, why?

Place trails away from state lottery subdivisions to allow visitors the opportunity to have quiet, natural setting in which
to hike, ski, snowmachine, fish, etc. Also make sure there is adequate maintained parking available for users.

However, | do not think fee stations or gates should be constructed because the area is too large to monitor well and
the monitoring costs would outweigh the income from fee statians.

8. Please describe any specific trails you would like to see improved or developed. What activities should these
trails to be designed for (for example: hiking, horseback riding, snowmachining, bicycling)?

Again, do not make trails into existing subdivisions which have multiple cabins in place. Residents would find day-
users on private property an unwanted result.




9. How can potential conflicts between different types of trail users be resolved?

See question #1

10. Are there any general trail policies or management actions you think should te included in the plan?

11. Please ralay any other information you think should be considered when developing the plan

12. How would you like 1o ba involved in this planning process?

| wauld consider some work on commitieas reviewing trail plans.

If you would like to submit additional comments please send them by Email to: claire.leclar@alaska gov
Thank you for your time!

Your name:

SueS

Your Email address’

craiglist5336@yahco.com

[ Submit by Email |
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Leclair, Claire H (DNR) . A
O

From: aanyeetee@aol.com 2 \E

Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2009 1:46 PM

To: Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

Subject: Denali State Park Plan

A. Your map does not show the complete Troublesome Creek Trail from the Parks Hiway

B. Does not mention the Susitna River Plan {(70s or 80s) of the past. This mentioned at the time, a creek access about 15
or so above the high water mark to where people would have access along Byers Creek below the Parks Highway next to
private land to hike,fish and recreate. This area is closed off up to the State access trail on the south side of Byers Creek.
Some enviromental group or lawyers has posted signs say you are required to have their premission to use the creekfrom
the road on down a half mile to the trail access. .

C. There was on one section of private land where the owner bulldozed access down into the creek.

D. In the past my family members have ran into poachers in the fall. It was our luck to have been armed at the time.

E. There has been use of riverboats with a 1/2 mile of the highway.

F. There has been idiots wounding bears and not bothering trying to find them, or report them..

G. As for access, my brother walks up along the Chulitna from Troublesome Creek to get to Byers Creek.

I have up to 10 years ago, from the mid 1970s fished the creek. But now it is not worth going there due to the access and
lack of fish. Along with the people one has to deal with.

Read part of the Plan,when it comes lo bears, people have seen tco many Gentle Ben shows and National

Geographic articles about bears. Some sneak around the forest quietly or with I-Pods, or are looking at the flowers and
squirrels. Paying attention that once they step more then 10 feet from the road or parking lot is essential. That they are in
absolute wilderness, that they are not in some theme park. In ail the years | have been in the woods, | know enough to
pay attention and make plenty of noise, | have had very few encounters with bears, that concerned me or the bear(s)..

As for the NPS wanting a south visitor center, let them us their own park land..

As for recreational mine, contact the local GPAA chapler, they would be more then happy to give input, since they have
claims at the end of the Petersville Road. (Tom Ireland/tandmireland@aci.net or Bonnie
Tishlerfwww . alaskagolddiggers.org
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Andre, | have just a few comments on your take of our meeting, most was right on, | don't
want to put words in your moth but some needs to be addressed.

Glenn(with 2 n's) Swan

Denali State Park Trail Management Plan Scoping Meeting
Campbell Creek Science Center (Anchorage)

Thursday November 6, 2009: 7-9 p.m.

My discussions at the meetings were almost exclusively with the winter motorized interest
group. | spoke with Glen{n) Swan (president of the Curry Ridge Riders), Joe Guana (vice
president of the Curry Ridge Riders and SnowTRAC board member), Gary ?? (Alaska Moose
Federation), and Wayne Biessel (MatSu Superintendent}.

The number one most important issue for the winter motorized contingent is ACCESS. They
want to preserve their existing access to the entire State Park. Their next most important
issue is the MP 121 trailhead. (That's not what | said, (as | stated below] If you cant keep it
maintained now how are you going to maintain anything new?) They would like to see state
parks actively maintain this trailhead facility to a greater degree. [ We could use more
parking and the ability to use the out houses) Also of high importance for the group is
restoring the historical Curry Ridge Lookout structure. If ignored they feel the structure will
completely fall apart within the next couple of years. An additional novel idea presented by
the group is to place a number of “Wanigans” (portable cabins on skis) along popular
snowmobile routes for rent by the public.

The access issue has been fundamental to the formation of the Curry Ridge Riders
snowmobile Club. They have a long history of defending their access to Denali State Park,
namely during Jim Stratton’s administration in which the DPOR attempted to limit their
access to the Curry Ridge area. They feel that they have a greater interest in the area than



the non-motorized contingent. As Glen(n) Swan put it “in my twenty years of riding on Curry
Ridge only once have | seen a skier, and they were following a snowmachine

track.” Additionally they feel that is not democratic { fare} to restrict motorized access to a
non-motorized area, but not restrict non-motorized access to a motorized area (i.e. skiers on
the north loop trail). (You missed the point, the point is we build trails that are open to
everyone but state parks feels that if its a ski trail only they can use it so why? (as the
guestion was ask) don't they say the same to them? but most important we don't believe in
that! are trails are open to ALL) |tried to relay the importance of a natural setting to the non-
motorized user, and their desire for a quite natural setting. The response | received is that
from the majority of the Curry and K’esugi ridge area the parks highway can be heard, {Also
remember the Rail Road runs down the East side) thus eliminating that argument. I relayed
the importance of a natural snow setting (i.e. limited tracks) for the non-motorized user. The
response | received is that most skiers they have seen in the area use snowmobile trails
because they are nicer to use for skiers. { Also if they would travel away from the trail system
you can still find untracked snow) | discussed the Chugach National Forest model of shared
access (i.e. Turnagain Pass and Resurrection Pass Trail); different areas are available to
different users or the same area is available to different users during different times of

year. Their group was intensely involved in that planning process and were not happy with
the results. The only type of shared use | could get the group to somewhat agree upon is that
of sharing winters. In this example an area is non-motorized for half the winter season and
motorized for the other half. Each winter the time allocated to each user group would
alternate. For example during the first winter the first half would be motorized and they
second half would be non-motorized. During the second winter the opposite would occur

(1** half non-motorized, 2™ half motorized). But the only way this would be agreeable to
them would be if the motorized time period would restrict non-motorized use. ( Again we
said that was one of the sugestions , we dont like it. Also you forgot to mention that they get
it right now! and up untill it opens to motorised use,and at the end of the season when its
closed. So if you add it up we are already on a time share system only thing is they get it the
whole time)  Additionally, the indicated the north part of K’esugi Ridge near Indian Mt as a
potential permanently non-motorized area. {Don't know where you got that? but the north
end of theKesugi Ridge has a major | mean MAJOR snow machine trail trough it that accesses
the community of Chulitna and the winter trails east of there. To encumber it with a non
motorized label will be rout with complications for those that use that to access their cabins,

not a good idea.}

The MP 121 parking lot is the trailhead for the Chulitna Bluff and East-West Express groomed
winter trails. Although no{t} within the state park, this traithead parking area is maintained
under a MOU between DOT and DPOR. According to the Curry Ridge Riders {CRR), this
trailhead is severely neglected by the DPOR. Although DOT consistently plows the area,
DPOR does not consistently maintain the picnic tables and latrines at the site. With more
than a hundred people using this facility during a typical weekend, the CRR feel that more
maintenance is necessary. Other trailheads with inadequate facilities include the 127 and
131 trailheads which lack latrines or garbage cans, resulting in a mess, The lack of
maintenance and appearance of these sites has resulted in vandalism to vehicles parked at



the trailheads. {You forgot to mention that we used this as a question as to "you are not
maintaining what is already built, so how are you going to maintain a new structure and what
else is going to not be maintained at the cost of the new structure"})

Built around 1924 the Curry Lookout (originally called Regalvista) sits at about 2600 feet on
Curry Ridge. The structure was part of a Hotel resort area along the AKRR at Curry. In
addition to the hotel and lookout, there was a suspension bridge over the Susitna River and a
5 mile trail (the Meadow Lake Trail) to the lookout. The CRR feel that this historic structure is
important to the identity of the area and should be preserved. They have taken the initiative
to do minor repairs in the past because “parks said they were going to fix it but never

did”. They would like to see parks completely restore the structure to its historical state in
the 20’s. A couple of ideas were to build geodesic dome around it to preserve it, or take the
original down and build a replica (the original structure would be on display at the visitor
center). (I actually like this idea) In any case the CRR feel that if the structure is ignored
much longer it will fall to the ground.

A suggestion was made to install Wanigan's along the winter snowmobile trail system. These
structures would be hauled into the park on skis by the area groomer during the winter, and
removed in late spring. The public could rent the structure for a fee thus extending their time
in the park for recreational activities. Structures could be moved to desired locations based
on the use of the public. {You forgot to say that the CRR would also make some money off of
the Wanigans) Another suggestion was to put a permanent PUC along the Tokositna River to
be used in the summer by boaters and in the winter by snowmobilers. This could be a
potential revenue source for the Park and the CRR feel they would get a substantial amount
of use.

Towards the end of the meeting | had a discussion with Gary from the Moose

Federation. Their role is to use heavy equipment to clear moose habitat parallel to the
highway corridor to help reduce the number of moose-vehicle interactions along the Parks
Highway. Although they stay within the DOT ROW, their activity occurs within the park and
may affect the wildlife resource {in a positive way). They are, in a sense, building moose
trails.

Finally | had an in depth discussion with Glen about how snowmobilers use the park. He
identified some of the more popular routes, and they are displayed in the accompanying
map. Of particular interest is how they access Curry Ridge. There are three major access
points, and one minor access point. The major access points are near the southern boundary
of the park and include Troublesome Creek Trailhead, the Blair Lake Boy Scout Camp, and a
homestead east of there (Sunny’s) of which they have permission to use. The minor access
point is the Byers Lake Trailhead which is used to access the Susitna River. They would like to
see the troublesome creek trailhead plowed out better. At this point it only can
accommodate about three vehicles in the winter, while many more attempt to use it and end
up parking in the road corridor, creating a safety hazard.



In closing | would like to say it would be nice if SP would go into this with an open mind
and not_any preconceptions that there will be conflicts. Why can we start with a clean slate?
set down make some plans together and see where we end up, it always seems that the
solution is to restrict us. We already operate under guide line from SP and that should be all
that's needed. Maybe we could send something to King, Wain, you ,me, Randy ,Joe ,and any
other players that have a steak in this dissections, have a couple meeting and come up with a
workable solution that is FARE to both side taking into account all things like shoulder
seasons and the like and come up with a plan we all can agree on.

Glenn Swan
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October 30, 2009

Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Claire Holland LeClair, Project Leader
550 West 7™ Avenue

Suite 1260

Anchorage, AK 99501-3557

Subject: Denali State Park Trail Management Plan Comments
Dear Ms LeClair,

I am writing on behalf of WOHVA (Wisconsin Off-Highway Vehicle Association)
to express our comments on your Denali State Park Trail Management Plan.

WOHVA is an umbrella organization representing motorized recreationists from
the ATV, OHM and 4WD communities here in the Badger State. Collectively,
WOHVA represents over 1000 Off-Highway Vehicle enthusiasts.

Motorized recreation is the fastest growing type of recreational activity in the
country and WOHVA appreciates the stress that this growth is putting on the
roads and trails in all of our National Forests. WOHVA encourages all OHV
enthusiasts to recreate responsibly and enjoy the great outdoors. This increase
in use has put additional congestion on already crowded roads & trails.

With this additional and growing demand for motorized recreational
opportunities, WOHVA does not support any Forest Travel Management Plan
which does not list as an alternative the expansion (yielding a Forest wide net
increase) of motorized recreational riding opportunities.

WOHVA encourages the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to

work with motorized recreational groups to develop a partnership with these
groups. It is our belief that by working with motorized recreational volunteer

www,wohva.com
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groups the DNR can find solutions to some of their financial and budgetary
restrictions.

Thank you for your time and I am available to answer any questions the DNR
may have. Feel free to contact me on this and any other issue which involves
OHYV recreation.

Happy Trails,

John & Schnorr

Executive Director

Wisconsin Off-Highway Vehicle Association
P.O. Box 1865

Fond du Lac, WI 54936-1865
ceo@WOHVA.com

Mission Statement
The Wisconsin Off-Highway Vehicle Association exists for the sole purpose of proactively assuring that public and private
of f-highway metorized vehicular recreational oppartunities are expanded in Wisconsin for safe use by this and future
generations.



Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

From: comoxjd@gci.net on behalf of judith anderegg [comoxjd@gci.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 9:42 AM

To: Leclair, Claire H (DNR}

Subject: re: Denali State Park Trail plans

Claire -

We will be out of town during the series of upcoming copen houses to discuss trail development
in Denali State Park and are disappointed that we will not be able to attend. We are very
interested in being kept informed of any plans for Denali State Park.

I was the chair of the Denali State Park Advisory Board for its first six years of existence.
My husband and I built a cabin in 1985 just outside the south side of the park. We spend
time out there on a regular basis throughout the year. Over the years, we have seen an
incredible amount of destruction by ATVs throughout the area - both outside and inside the
park. If you have not flown over the region, we urge you to do at least one fly over so that
you are able to comprehend the amount of destruction of habitat that has been created by
motorized traffic on the ground - some of it motorized traffic too late/too early by
snowmachines but most of it by ATVs, fourwheelers,etc. in summer and fall. You could also
speak with any number of the pilots who fly the area, who could also address this issue.

We are 8 miles off the road through miles of boggy muskeg. Both from the air and on the
ground, we have seen the results of ATV traffic - the gaping holes that have been torn into
the fragile ground cover, the long gashes by tracks cut when machines sink in. When we first
built out there, we thought we would only be dealing with winter motorized traffic. Several
years ago during a relatively dry summer, we met up with our first four wheeler out near our

cabin!

As private landowners, we have watched an incredible increase in motorized traffic in our
area, we do not want to see that increase because DNR/DPOR decides to develop a trail system
in the state park which they do not have the manpower to manage and control.

We would propose that DNR/DPOR ban the use of ATVS in Denali State Park because of the amount
of damage in the area, however, if that is not possible please look at the questions we ask

below.

We would like to see DNR/DPOR address the following questions in making plans for trails:

1. Are you considering the possibility of no motorized vehicles -
ATVs, snowmachines, four wheelers in Denali State Park?

2. Are you planning on establishing both motorized and nonmotorized areas?

3. If you establish both types of areas, will you be able to mandate
the use of motorized versus nonmotorized areas?

4. If you are able to mandate motorized versus nonmotorized areas, will you have ENOUGH
rangers to patrol and enforce these areas year round?

5. Since some of the damage has already been done, can you look at areas in the park that
already have trails and incorporate them into your plans rather than ignoring them - even if
they are not perfect?



ATVs are everywhere. Please do not plan trails and development in the park that you can NOT
manage and protect. It is heartbreaking to fly over the area and see all the trails cut into
the muskeg which we know will not recover in our lifetime. The wildlife and habitat in the
area are paying a price already - please do not make it worse.

If you do not have/will not have money to manage and enforce what you plan, please leave it
in its undeveloped status. That in itself does control to some degree how it is used.

Judith Anderegg and David Pelto



Leclair, Claire H {DNR)

From: comoxjd@gci.net on behalf of judith anderegg [comoxjd@gci.net]
Sent: Wednesday, Oclober 28, 2009 11:16 AM

To: Leclair, Claire H (DNR)

Subject: re: Trails in Denali State Park

Claire -

I just got your email and a couple of things have been pointed out to me since I sent you
the email this morning:

1. that winter use in the park by motorized vehicles is allowed but that summer ATV use is
prohibited.

2. DNR(through DLWM?) is responsible for management of the state land I was referring to
south of the park, but not DPOR

I appreciate your speedy response and wanted to say a little bit more of what we perceive as
happening in the area that gives us concern about a trail plan for Denali State Park. (I
should also say that we believe philosophically that parks do need trail plans but in this
case we feel there is a bigger problem in the area that has to be addressed first.

We want you to know that we do know that DPOR is not responsible for management of the area
south of the park, but rather another division within DNR is. We brought it up because such
misuse as happens already on nonpark lands is likely to flow over on to adjoining park

lands{if it is not already doing so), if trails are established and not adequately patrolled

within the park.

our concern is that - no matter which Division is responsible for the management - south of
the park is being trashed by ATVs and such misuse could overflow onto Denali State Park.
(Maybe it already is.) We feel that motorized off -road use should be controlled throughout
the area. It may seem that south of the park is not your problem. But if the general
motorized off-road public is already using land close to and over the boundary of the state
park not realizing that they are not allowed and if trails are established and not adequately
patrolled, the motorized public will expand their use of those as well even if prohibited
(your problem)

As we said above, we are well aware that DPOR does not manage that area south of the park but
perhaps DPOR could/should work with its sister division to establish adequate controls over
motorized offroad vehicles throughout the area for sake of habitat, wildlife, human
residents, and other users. Our concern is that by putting trails in the park unless well
planned, well financed and well managed that it will make it way too easy for the park to be
over-run by motorized traffic(like the adjoining areas already are) and extend the already
existing conflict between motorized and nonmotorized users.

We appreciate your quick response te our email and your adding us to your email list.

Judith Anderegg and David Pelto



Comments recorded by Heather Rice, NPS-RTCA, during November 3-5
Community Meetings on Denali State Park Trail Management Plan. (Some
comments are repeated under multiple headings.)

Snow Trail Ideas/[ssues

O

O

Look at South Side Denali Implementation Plan DEIS for public comments for key
information on resources and trails in DSP. For example, there were some 1deas for
Troublesome Creek and what to do about bear issues there.

ATV and snowmaching sales are increasing; therefore need serious attention paid to
building new trails. Can’t shut trails down as it would just push people onto the fewer
trails that are left and create more use on those trails. More use could create a safety
1Ssue.

Motorized use (winter/summer): identify what's closed by regulation and what’s
inaccessible due to natural barriers?

0 Consider corridors of snowmachine use so people know if they go outside or beyond

the corridor 1t’Hl be quiet.

A give before a take - for example, provide snowmachine frail access through/around
a physical barrier (like through a forest to an open area) in “exchange” for allowing
some areas to be closed to snowmachines.

A seasonal closure to snowmachine use is “better” than closing an area every other
year. If seasonal closure, make it an early season closure because late season is when
there’s enough snow to ride and to adequately protect vegetation.

Terra (Land) Trail Ideas/Issues

a

a

O

ooo 0Od

Look at South Side Denali Implementation Plan DEIS for public comments for key
information on resources and trails in DSP. For example, there were some ideas for
Troublesome Creek and what to do about bear issues there.

Lower end of Troublesome Creek - The trail would be safer up on the hill, yes, but
what is the point of the trail if it’s not along the Creek? Need to suss out the treasures
to connect. Primary reason the trail was special was it tied together treasures like the
balanced rock pool and the big granite rock. Could have seasonal closures along the
Creek to deal with bear issue. Maintaining this trail will require a couple brushings a
summer. (Dave Johnston)

DSP has a long established tradition of being a hiking park; don’t want to see ATVs.
Princess Lodge horse trail is a mess due to horses punching through the turf. Would
take a huge hardening effort to make this trail sustainable. Question whether there’s
an official permit for the trail.

See regulations for horses in DSP — they are allowed but not on trails (so then they
create their own trails).

There are old mining roads inside the park.

Put in a hiking (?) trail from the new South Side Visitor Center to Byers Lake.

Put in a trail along the old construction road that parallels the highway from Mary
Cary’s to Byer’s Lake. Provide trail access every 3 miles or so. This trail will provide
hiking opportunities to those who are unable or don’t want to use more difficult trails.



Could also have an overlook (?) at the MP 138 gravel pit with a trail to the Chulitna
River. (Paul Nangle)

0 ATV and snowmaching sales are increasing; therefore need serious attention paid to
building new trails. Can’t shut trails down as it would just push people onto the fewer
trails that are left and create more use on those trails. More use could create a safely
issue.

0 Why not have ATV trails in DSP, especially for hunting and if the ATV has low psi
(low impact). Need more areas to hunt because our population is increasing.

O Motorized use (winter/summer): identify what’s closed by regulation and what’s
inaccessible due to natural barriers?

Water Trail Ideas/Issues

O Popular pack raft trip — Long Point to Home Lake and out Tokasitna to Chulitna with
take out at the bridge. Safety issues - some hydraulics at the confluence of Tokasitna
and Chulitna, plus eddy lines. Could create a “‘chicken out” route at the eddy line and

avoid the hydraulics.

Natural Resources

O Bear dens and other critical habitat (e.g., moose calving) exist throughout DSP. (Billy
Fitzgerald will mark up map showing known locations.)

O Look at South Side Denali Implementation Plan DEIS for public comments for key
information on resources and trails in DSP. For example, there were some ideas for
Troublesome Creek and what to do about bear 1ssues there.

Management Actions

O Additional coordination between AK State Parks and others is needed to create a
great trail system.

O Don’tclose a trail if you can’t improve or fix it right away; just leave it open until
money is available to fix it.

O Be clear about motorized rules — some people don’t snowmachine in DSP because
they don’t know what can/can’t be done and don’t want to chance doing something
illegal. Need to have clear boundaries for motorized areas (topographically based).

O Need to be clear about regulations. Don’t put them just on the website, but also post
them at trailheads and on-site. This way if someone’s driving down the road and
decides to stop at DSP spur-of-the-moment, they’ll be able to read at the trailhead
what’s allowed and not allowed.

Community Qutreach

O Host a meeting near Denali National Park in the late spring/summer to capture the
seasonals and others in that area who also recreate in DSP.

[0 Open house format doesn't work well for public meetings. Instead have a facilitated
discussion, with a presentation setting the stage (rules, objeclives, context). Always
have an agenda. A facilitated discussion is a creative format that would bring out
everyone’s ideas and let other people hear and react to other perspectives. Small
group break-out sessions also would work.



O The proposed Denali Visitor Center should be identified on the DSP park maps (or at
least a circle around the general vicinity).

Misc Information
O The Alaska Rail Road is planning to build a hotel just outside Denali State Park

(DSP), with trails and a tram into DSP. They also have a 100-year gravel extraction
plan for the 5000 acres they own near Curry. (Billy Fitzgerald:
infogoalaskahiking.com)

O The trails in DSP Trails Mgt Plan need to match those described in the South Side
Plan (or at least not conflict).

[0 Staffing needs to be part of the plan.
O What does “more trails” mean on the ground? Is there a formula for determining this?

RS2477 route exists from curry to Curry Ridge. Need to flag and maintain
this; maybe make it a designated trail. (There's a book about Curry's
history that identifies this route; should look at this.)



