
CIIAPTER 4 

T R A I L  MANAGEMENT 

hlclch o f  t he  t r a i l  mariagement e f f o r t  in Chugach State Park u n t i l  recen t l y  has 
been d i rec ted  t o  the  management o f  t r a i l s  t ha t  were i nhe r i t ed  when t he  p a r k  
was established; t r a i l s  t ha t  had  evolved t h r o u g h  use. While much o f  th is  
basic ne twork  w i l l  cont inue, there  wi l l  b e  more o f  an emphasis in t he  f u t u r e  
t o  p rov ide  be t t e r  recreat ion oppor tun i t ies  and  g rea te r  resource protect ion.  
Th i s  w i l l  be  done by estab l ish ing new t r a i l s  wh ich  d i r ec t  use t o  areas which 
d isperse act iv i t ies ,  and  b y  d i r ec t i ng  use t o  areas where it can be  sustained 
~ v i t l i o u t  damage. 

The use o f  t r a i l s  i n  Chugach State Park is s t r ong l y  in f luenced b y  topography 
and  t he  regulat ions f o r  t he  p a r k .  Pat terns OF use a n d  types  o f  uses encour- 
aged in var ious  por t ions o f  the  p a r k  a re  t he  p roduc t  o f  topography tha t  is 
sui table for  t he  ac t i v i t y ,  and  regulat ions wh ich  promote resource protect ion 
and  v i s i t o r  safety.  

Topography 

Chugach State Park is a mountain p a r k  on  a g r a n d  scale. Except  fo r  t he  
re la t i ve ly  f la t  ice f ie lds o f  Whiteout Glacier, Eagle Glacier a n d  Ek lu tna  Gla- 
c ie r ,  ove r  90% of t he  p a r k  is steep t e r ra i n  (over  35% slope).  T h i s  reduces 
t he  area su i tab le  f o r  most act iv i t ies  except  mountain h i k i n g  o r  c l imbing t o  less 
than 10% o f  t h e  p a r k  o r  49,500 acres. When areas unde r  35% slope b u t  sub- 
ject t o  avalanche run-ou t  o r  o ther  hazards such as marshes, r o c k y  zones o r  
wirla p rone  r i dges  a re  subt racted,  one f i nds  most o f  t he  use in Chugach State 
Park o c c u r r i n g  on  less than  40,000 acres, most o f  wh ich  occurs w i t h i n  the  
f i f teen major val leys o f  t he  p a r k .  These val leys are:  

Ek lu tna Valley: 
T h u n d e r b i r d  Creek Valley; 
Peters Creek Valley; 
L i t t l e  Peters Creek Valley; 
Meadow Creek Valley: 
Eagle R iver  Valley: 
South Fork  Eagle R iver  Valley; 
Sh ip  Creek Valley 
N o r t h  Fork  o f  Campbell Creek Valley; 
Middle F o r k  o f  Campbell Creek Valley; 
South Fo rk  o f  Campbell Creek Valley; 
Rabbi t  Creek Valley; 
Ind ian  Creek Valley; 
B i r d  Creek Valley; 
Penguin Creek Val ley.  

Unders tand ing  t h i s  p rov ides  one w i t h  an  i ns i gh t  as t o  w h y  users  o f  the  p a r k  
a re  f r equen t l y  competing w i t h  each o the r  t o  use t he  "best"  areas. If 'te're 
look ing a t  j us t  40,000 acres on  which t o  p rov ide  snowmobil ing, cross-country  
sk i ing ,  d o g  mushing a n d  horseback r i d i n g  w in te r  act iv i t ies  fo r  ove r  50,000 
act ive potent ia l  users  o f  t he  pa rk ,  the  management becomes a rea l  chal lenge 
to  p rov ide  users  w i t h  sat is factory  experiences. 



The  t ype  o f  a c t i v i t y  also has a marked effect on  the apparent  size of the 
sui table area. Motor ized act iv i t ies ,  because of  t he i r  speed, reduce the appar-  
en t  size of t h e  area b y  the inverse  of t he i r  speed. T h u s  100 sk iers  in a 
square mile would exper ience no  more c rowd ing  than 20 snowmobilers moving 
at  f i ve  times t h e i r  speed. O r ,  because of  the 5 X  increase of  speed over  the 
sk ier ,  the motor ized r i d e r  would perce ive the area as one- f i f th  t he  size. The  
implications o f  th is  phenomenon a re  s ign i f icant  when deal ing w i t h  l imited areas 
b u t  constant ly  increasing numbers of  users.  

Regulations 

Regulations a re  designed t o  protect  p a r k  values and  resources, t o  protect  
users  f rom pa r t i cu l a r l y  severe hazards. and  t o  p rov ide  for those act iv i t ies  
which cou ld  no t  o r  would no t  occur  success f i~ l l y  w i thou t  a separat ion o f  uses. 

For example, non-motorized recreat ion seldom occurs in areas open to  mo- 
tor ized uses. T h e  ALASKA RECREATION T R A I L  PLAN states: "The  re-  
sponse to  ou r  quest ionnai re  on  compat ibi l i ty o f  use indicates t ha t  most t r a i l  
users  f i n d  mechanized a n d  non-mechanized use o f  t he  same t r a i l  o r  area 
incompatible due  t o  t he  impact o f  noise and  exhaust  fumes". (p .  81)  

Management d i rect ion a n d  s i gn ing  is also needed t o  gu ide  users  away f rom 
pa r t i cu l a r l y  hazardous condit ions such  as known avalanche chutes fol lowing a 
heavy snowfal l  o r  wind-loading: o r  away from c l i f f s  t ha t  have taken t he i r  
human to l l  i n  t he  past, y e t  seem t o  i nv i t e  use. 

Park values and  resources a re  also protected b y  regulat ion.  Frag i le  a lp ine 
vegetat ion w i l l  be  qu i ck l y  lost  if repeated motor vehicles o r  horses use an  
area. T h e  F la t top area su f f e red  motor ized damage before t he  p a r k  was cre- 
a ted tha t  w i l l  take a h u n d r e d  years t o  heal. Now, the foot t r a f f i c  i s  so 
heavy t ha t  s ign i f icant  addi t ional  damage i s  occu r r i ng  a n d  reaching a cruc ia l  
stage t ha t  on l y  regulat ion o f  use can reverse.  

The  Present Pat tern 

When one considers the combination o f  topography and  regulat ion in Chuqach 
State Park,  in te res t ing  pa t te rns  o f  use emerge, o r  more s ign i f i can t l y ,  may 
occur i n  the f u tu re .  

Winter Use 

Of the 15 major va l leys i n  t he  p a r k ,  seven a re  open t o  snowmobile use. 
Ek lu tna Lake ( t h e  largest  va l ley  in the  p a r k ) ,  Peters Creek, L i t t l e  Peters 
Creek, Eagle River ,  South Fo rk  o f  Campbell Creek ( t he  third largest  va l ley ) ,  
B i r d  Creek a n d  Penguin Creek a re  open. Of  t h e  potent ia l  s k i i ng  val leys,  
T h u n d e r h i r d  Creek i s  v i r t u a l l y  impassible cu r ren t l y ,  hleadow Creek has no 
legal access and  i s  avalanche prone,  South Fo rk  Eagle R iver  has v i r t u a l l y  no 
access (steep, i c y  road) ,  Sh ip  Creek has on l y  l imited access due t o  m i l i ta ry  
const ra in ts ,  N o r t h  Fo rk  o f  Campbell Creek l ikewise, Rabbi t  Creek i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  access because o f  t he  steep road  and  p r i v a t e  land, and  Ind ian  Creek 
access is v e r y  nar row a n d  us ing  it becomes increas ing ly  tenuous as more 
houses are bu i l t .  Of the remaining val leys.  Eagle R iver  seldom has enough 
snow fo r  sk i inn ,  Peters Creek is a lo t ted t o  sk iers ,  b u t  on ly  a f t e r  t r ave l i ng  
s i x  miles f rom the  trai lhead as i s  B i r d  Creek Valley. Looking a t  these areas 



or1 a map prov ides a much c learer  p ic ture.  The  usable areas shown on the  
map a re  const ra ined by te r ra i n  ( unde r  35% slope) and  t he  regulat ions. 

Horse use is permi t ted in most o f  t he  p a r k  in summer, w i t h  on l y  a few small 
areas exc luded f rom use. The  closed areas a re  Ek lu tna  Lake Campground, 
T h u n d e r b i r d  Falls, Eagle R iver  V is i tor  Center  and  Valley (open unde r  special 
permi t ) ,  Susi tna View Picnic Area, Glen Alps Flat top t ra i ls ,  t he  O ld  Johnson 
Tra i l ,  McHugh Creek Picnic Area, Meadow Creek dra inage a n d  B i r d  Creek 
Campground. In w in te r ,  several  addi t ional  t r a i l s  a re  closed t o  al low f o r  set 
s k i  t ra i l s ,  and  most t r a i l s  a re  closed during break-up  when l i t t l e  t r a i l  use o f  
a n y  kind occurs.  

As addi t ional  horse use occurs in t he  pa rk ,  it wi l l  be  necessary to  care fu l l y  
monitor use t o  p reven t  damage to  t r a i l s  in a lp ine areas and  wet spots. 
Changes in regulat ions o r  t r a i l  routes may be  necessary t o  p reven t  resource 
damage o r  annoyment o f  o the r  users.  

Three-wheel vehicles a n d  dirt b ikes  a re  al lowed in Ek lu tna  Lake Valley follow- 
ing the  road between campground "A"  a n d  the  g lac ier  on  Sunday t h r o u g h  
Wednesday, a n d  in B i r d  Creek Valley (o ld  logging t ra i l s ) .  In addi t ion, 
four-wheel d r i v e  vehicles a re  permi t ted on  Peter's Creek Road and  B i r d  Creek 
Valley logging t ra i ls .  Th i s  is t he  on l y  legal o f f - road location in the  pa rk  f o r  
four-wheel vehicles, p r imar i l y  because it is the  on l y  location in which use can 
be  conf ined t o  t r a i l s  t hus  p reven t i ng  excessive resource damage, pa r t i cu l a r l y  
to  alpine areas. 

Bicycles ( n o  motors)  a re  al lowed in campgrounds, on  the  Ek lu tna  Lake Road, 
the  gasl ine serv ice road  ( t r a i l )  f rom Prospect Heights t o  Ind ian,  and  B i r d  
Creek logging trai ls.  Th i s  includes the  so called "mountain bikes".  

The  wi lderness zone o f  t he  p a r k  is closed t o  motorized and  mechanized vehi-  
cles b y  de f in i t i on  o f  the  wi lderness concept. Present regulat ions fo r  mo- 
tor ized a n d  mechanized uses care fu l l y  observe th is  zoning concept. 

The  steeper por t ions o f  Chugach State Park, which is t he  o ther  90%. is avai l -  
able to  h i k e r s  and  mountaineers th roughout  t he  year .  Th i s  is t he  t r u e  
wi lderness o f  the  pa rk ,  nea r l y  al l  of it be ing w i t h i n  t he  spectacular alpine 
zone. It is here, more than  anywhere else however, t ha t  weather and  cl imatc 
res t ra i n  outdoor  act iv i t ies  fa r  more than  the  sheltered, forested val leys o f  
lower elevations. T o  most users ,  the  mountains a re  t he  "scenery",  the 
spectacular landscape tha t  g ives t h i s  p a r k  i t s  special f l avor  and  def in i t ion.  

F ind ings  and  Recommendations -- 

In th is  sub-chapter  there  w i l l  be  speci f ic recommendations made fo r  each t r a i l  
and  trai lhead. Th i s  recommendation may inc lude a new t ra i lhead and t ra i l ,  
expansion o f  an  ex i s t i ng  one o r  deletion. A just i f icat ion w i l l  accompany each 
recommendation, together w i t h  re levan t  comments from the  Chugach Master 
F'lari . .-- - 



Eklutna-Peters Creek Planning U n i t  

Th i s  190,OO acre p lann ing  unit would feature 27 marked and  maintained t ra i l s  
and  routes (glacial  a n d  a lp ine t raverses)  to ta l l ing 165 miles. T h e  major i ty  o f  
t r a i l  mileage would b e  in the  a lp ine zone, above bo th  b r u s h  and  t r ee  l ine. 
Most o f  these t ra i l s  a re  also Class C t ra i l s ,  t he  lowest s tandard.  Many o f  
these t ra i l s  were proposed to  meet the expressed need for more access in to  
major drainages fo r  hun t i ng ,  wi ld l i fe  observat ion a n d  backcount ry  camping. 
Th i s  unit contains four pub l i c  cabins:  

1)  P i tch ler 's  Perch a t  Ek lu tna Glacier 
2 )  VJhiteout Glacier 
3 )  Eagle Glacier 
4 )  Peters Creek s k i  cab in 

Much o f  t h i s  u n i t  i s  wi lderness area and  t h e  lower s tandard  of t ra i l s  would 
re ta in  tha t  qua l i t y .  

I n  th is  unit, care fu l  r ou te  selection w i l l  b e  necessary to  avo id heavy a lder-  
covered slopes wherever  possible. In most cases, t h i s  w i l l  mean select ing t h e  
south-facing slopes o f  a dra inage where vegetat ion i s  much more open-growing 
and  loses snow cover  ear l ier  in the  summer. 

Eagle R iver  Planning U n i t  

Th i s  136,000 acre p lanning unit would feature 22 marked a n d  maintained t ra i l s  
and  routes (glacial  and  a lp ine t raverses)  to ta l l ing 119 miles. T h e  major i ty  o f  
t r a i l  mileage would be  in t h e  a lp ine zone above t he  t imber  a n d  b r u s h  l ine. 
Most of t he  t ra i l s  are also Class "C" t ra i ls ,  t he  lowest s tandard.  Many o f  
these t ra i l s  p resen t l y  ex i s t  and  would be  merely upg raded  a n d  marked. 
Addi t ional  t ra i l s  wi l l  be built p r ima r i l y  fo r  wi ld l i fe  observat ion, n a t u r e  i n te r -  
p re ta t ion  and  canoe t r a i l  access. T h i s  u n i t  contains one pub l i c  cab in  in Eagle 
River  Val ley upstream of the narrows.  T h e  u p p e r  va l ley  a n d  g lac ier  area i s  
i n  t he  wi lderness zone. T h e  lower s tandard t ra i l s  there  would he lp  re ta in  
tha t  qua l i t y .  

As in the p rev ious  un i t ,  ca re fu l  r ou te  selection wi l l  b e  requ i red  to  avoid as 
much b r u s h  c lear ing as possible, and  to  avo id pa r t i cu l a r l y  dangerous ava- 
lanche areas f o r  w in te r  t r a i l s . .  T ra i l s  should be  maneuvered wherever  neces- 
sary  to  avo id  large trees. I n  most cases, t he  south-facing slope of t h e  va l ley  
wi l l  be  t he  best t r a i l  location because o f  t he  more wide ly  spaced t rees a n d  
b rush ,  and  ear l ier  snow melt. 

Sh ip  Creek Planning U n i t  

Th i s  46,000 acre  p lanning u n i t  would feature 5 marked and  maintained t ra i l s  
to ta l l ing 39 miles. Most o f  t he  t r a i l  mileage would be below the a lp ine zone, 
in open t imber  and  shrubs .  In many respects,  t h i s  gent le  a n d  spacious 
va l ley  is perhaps t he  most beaut i fu l  a n d  appeal ing area in Chugach State 
Park,  y e t  i t  has rece ived l i t t l e  use because o f  l imited access t h r o u g h  F o r t  
Richardson M i l i t a r y  Reservation. The  en t i r e  u n i t  i s  classif ied as wi lderness 
area except  a small por t ion  a t  the downhi l l  s k i  area and  trai lhead. On ly  two 
t ra i l s  p resen t l y  se rve  t he  area - a biathalon t r a i l  a n d  a main val ley access 



wliich has become badly damaged by horses where i t  crosses a series o f  
spr ings and wet seeps. Important remedial e f for ts  wil l  be necessary to 
harden and relocate shor t  port ions of the horse trai l .  A new general purpose 
foot t ra i l  and s k i  t ra i l  wil l  be located uph i l l  to  the east where pa rk ing  can 
successfully accommodate vehicles without horse trai lers. Th is  trai lhead wil l  
also serve Rendezvous Peak and other  popular destinations along the  r idge.  
Ahst t ra i ls  in the unit wi l l  be  Class "C" to lessen impacts, and the Nor th  
Fork of Ship Creek route wi l l  not  be marked o r  signed to maintain i t s  present 
wilderness character.  

Hil lside Planning Un i t  

Th is  23,000 acre planning unit would feature 40 marked and maintained trai ls 
total l ing 86 miles. Approximately 26 miles o f  these are alpine zone routes 
above t ree and b r u s h  l ine which requ i re  no  clearing and l i t t le  maintenance. 
Several wi l l  be marked, but not  all. This  leaves 60 miles o f  cleared, marked 
and maintained t ra i ls  as recommended i n  the Chugach Master Plan. 

T ra i l  development i n  th is  u n i t  wi l l  be  more concentrated o r  intensive than i n  
other  planning units.  There are  several reasons for th is .  First ,  much o f  
the western por t ion o f  the unit was heavi ly modified b y  homestead clearings 
and access roads, powerlines and gaslines. Secondly, the  ex is t ing t ra i l  
system, though qui te extensive because i t  follows many o f  these o ld roads, is 
general ly inadequate for many o f  the recreational act iv i t ies tha t  have a h iqh  
potential i n  th is  unit because of inadequate linkages, too steep o r  sustained 
grades and aesthetic problems. Th i rd ,  the gent le t e r ra in  and open forest 
condit ions west o f  Campbell Creek are ideal fo r  t ra i l  development, par t i cu la r ly  
cross coun t r y  ski ing. Fourth, the Chugach Master Plan has targeted most o f  
the hi l ls ide sections fo r  more intensive recreation development zones, as 
shown on the Park Zoning Map. F i f th ,  because the hi l ls ide sections are 
adjacent to  u rban  Anchorage, they are  h igh l y  accessible to many users, and 
th is  pressure can best be handled b y  prov id ing  a substantial number o f  loop 
t ra i l  experiences which wi l l  be designed to sat isfy the 90% o r  so o f  users who 
want a sat is fy ing t ra i l  experience fo r  2 o r  3 hours. I n  th is  way, addit ional 
pressures can be deferred from sensit ive back count ry  areas and the wi lder- 
ness zone. 

I r i  at ldit ion, the  winter snowmobile route wi l l  be relocated to lessen pene- 
t rat ion in to closed areas and to reduce conf l icts w i th  skiers and winter 
eqc~estrians. 

hlost o f  the t ra i l s  in th is  u n i t  wi l l  be Class A and €3 t rai ls,  w i th  Class C 
t ra i ls  in to  the wilderness zones and alpine areas to reduce adverse impacts. 

Major revisions o f  the Glen Alps to Flattop t ra i ls  wi l l  be required. Dozens o f  
small t ra i ls  have evolved i n  the last decade and many wander aimlessly over 
the f ragi le  tundra.  Th is  plan recommends the establishment (af ter  v e r y  de- 
tai led f ield invest igat ion) of 3 o r  4 loop t ra i ls  tha t  wi l l  include a route to 
Flattop hlountain and a representat ive sample o f  sub-alpine flower, b e r r y  and 
scrub forest environments. Other t ra i ls  should be closed and comprehensive 
signing o f  the area wi l l  be requ i red  to confine users to the  hardened trai ls.  
Barr iers may be necessary in some instances. The si tuat ion in th is  area is 



cri t ical ,  and another decade without intensive management could mean the  loss 
o f  most o f  the at t ract ive f lowering and b e r r y  plants tha t  make th is  area so 
appealing. 

Turnagain Arm Planning Un i t  

This  94,000 acre planning unit ( o f  which 13,000 acres is t idelands and waters 
of Turnagain Arm) would feature 20 marked and maintained t ra i l s  total l ing 128 
miles. About a t h i r d  of the t ra i l  mileage would be in the alpine zone. Most 
of these are ex is t ing t ra i ls  tha t  would be upgraded o r  recleared af ter  ycars 
o f  not  being maintained. Several important new t ra i ls  such as a loop t ra i l  at  
Mctlugh Creek and a t ie in to the Hil lside Tra i ls  from there, as well as the 
California Creek t ra i l  p rov id ing  .access into the eastern p a r k  from Girdwood 
Valley, are also planned. A n  especially signif icant new addit ion is the  con- 
t inuat ion o f  the Old Johnson T ra i l  from B i r d  Creek bikeway to Girdwood 
Valley fol lowing the n o r t h  side o f  Seward Highway. Parts o f  the old t ra i l  can 
s t i l l  be found east o f  B i r d  Hil l .  Parts o f  th is  t ra i l  are seasonally avalanche 
prone b u t  would prov ide an excellent summer t ra i l .  

The selection o f  south facing slopes fo r  t r a i l  location is especially important i n  
th is  p lanning u n i t  because these slopes are much more open and i nv i t i ng  fo r  
use. North-facing slopes generally feature dense Sitka spruce forests o r  
alder b rush,  and heavy accumulation o f  late-melting snow pack. 

The eastern p a r t  o f  t h i s  planning unit is mostly wilderness area and t ra i l s  
wi l l  be Class C to lessen impacts on wilderness values, and to res t r i c t  access 
in to  B i r d  Creek, Penquin Creek and Camp Creek valleys. Should closures 
ever become necessary in some o f  these drainages to p ro tec t  pa rk  resources, 
a f i ve  year period without maintenance wil l  general ly close the t ra i l  because of 
heavy alder growth. 

T ra i l  Inventory  

The following is an inventory  of ex is t ing and proposed t ra i ls .  T ra i l  projects 
tha t  are recommended i n  the  Chugach State Park Master Plan and th is  plan 
are denoted b y  "*"  under T ra i l  Name. 




