
CHAPTER 2 

PUBLIC PREFERENCES AND EXPECTATIONS 

Residents and  out-of-state v is i to rs  f requent l y  have d i f f e ren t  preferences and  
expectat ions when v i s i t i ng  a recreat ion o r  p a r k  area. In the  par t i cu la r  
s i tuat ion o f  Chugach State Park,  a rugged,  mountain p a r k  close to  the  statr.'.; 
la rgest  population, some in te res t ing  observat ions car1 be  made. 

Residents 

Use of  t he  p a r k  b y  res idents  has r i sen  dramatical ly s ince i t s  establishment in 
1970 ,  many times faster  than  t he  general  populat ion g r o w t h  o f  t he  area. Th is  
i s  p robab ly  due p r ima r i l y  to:  

1 .  Bet te r  road access t o  t he  park .  
2 .  New t ra i lheads and  increased pa rk i ng .  
3. New t r a i l s  a n d  be t t e r  maintenance. 
4.  Developed p icn ic  a n d  le isure faci l i t ies. 
5. lncreased fac i l i t y  se rv ic ing  and  range r  presence which g ives  areas 

a more o r d e r l y  appearance: making them more fami ly or iented.  
6.  General awareness o f  phys ica l  f i tness by the  publ ic .  
7. lncreased appreciat ion o f  na tu ra l  processes and  des i re  t o  see wi ld-  

l i fe .  
8 .  Bet te r  s ign ing  and  media pub l i c i t y .  
9 .  Dayl ight -sav ing time (more evening use ) .  

As  recen t l y  as 1974,  it was q u i t e  possible to  h i k e  at  Glen Alps in the  Hi l ls ide 
on a warm, sunny  weekday evening in mid-June and  see perhaps one o ther  
car  in the  p a r k i n g  area. Now it i s  t yp ica l  t o  find two o r  t h ree  dozen cars  on 
a similar evening. Residents have d iscovered the i r  pa rk ,  and  t he  potent ia l  
fo r  increased use  is p robab ly  many times present  use, even w i t h  no  increase 
in general  populat ion. 

New res idents  tend  t o  seek o u t  t h e  more obvious access po in ts  f i r s t  - those 
which p rov ide  easy access on good well-marked roads - Tu rnaga in  Arm, Eagle 
R iver  Val ley ( v i s i t o r  cen te r ) ,  A r c t i c  Val ley and  Ek lu tna  Lake. T h e i r  f i r s t  
h ikes a re  usual ly  sho r t  a n d  o r ien ted  a round  faci l i t ies. A s  they  become mor r  
famil iar w i t h  t he  pa rk ,  t h e y  seek o u t  new and  less obv ious areas which 
p rov ide  more penet ra t ing  exper iences and  longer,  more arduous h ikes - 
increas ing ly  d i s t an t  f rom the  "general  user" .  T h e  lesser known trai lheads 
and  backcoun t r y  areas o f  t h e  p a r k  a re  used p r inc ipa l l y  b y  well acquainted 
residents.  

Out-of-state V is i to rs  

Out-of-state v i s i t o r s  o r  t ou r i s t s  a re  also d iscover ing the  pa rk .  T h e i r  exper i -  
ences a re  genera l ly  much more super f ic ia l  - passing t h r o u o h  it, for  examplc, 
along Tu rnaga in  Arm,  perhaps in a t ou r  bus  o r  ren ted  car .  Increas ing ly ,  
areas l i ke  Glen Alps,  Upper  Hvf fman a n d  Upper  O'hlalley a re  be ing  "dis-  
covered" because o f  t he  panoramic views a n d  the chance to 5cc Mt. McKinley,  
a maior Alaskan at t ract ion.  



Eayi ly accessed dest inat ions w i t h  s u p e r b  scenery  a r e  most in demand b y  v i s i -  
t o r s  w i t h  l imi ted time. Many wan t  to  b e  able to  exper ience a n d  pho tograph  
the magni f icence o f  Alaska as conven ien t l y  as possible.  Dest inat ions such  as 
T u r n a g a i n  Arm,  A r c t i c  Val ley,  Eaglc R i v e r  Val ley a n d  E k l u t n a  Lake o f f e r  t h e  
b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s ightsee ing w i t h o u t  running i n t o  access ib i l i ty  problems. 

O t h e r  areas w i t h  h i g h  use potent ia l ,  because o f  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  downtown 
Anchorage a n d  f i n e  v iews, a r e  U p p e r  t l u f fman  t ra i l iead,  U p p e r  OIMalley, a n d  
if t h e  r o a d  is improved,  Glen A l p s  Tra i lhead.  T r a i l  exper iences f o r  v i s i t o r s  
tend  t o  b e g i n  where t h e  t r a i l  i s  obv ious,  inviting a n d  looks safe. Eagle 
R i v e r  V i s i t o r  Cen te r  T r a i l  (especial ly  t h e  new n a t u r e  t r a i l )  i s  a good example. 
D isp lays  o f  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  good maps i n v i t e  a wa lke r  t o  exp lo re  f u r t h e r .  
O t h e r  t r a i l s  w i t h  a h i g h  po ten t ia l  f o r  a t t r a c t i n g  v i s i t o r s  a r e  t h e  O l d  Johnson 
T r a i l  a t  Pot ter  Marsh  (Sect ion House V i s i t o r  Cen te r )  a n d  McHugh Creek,  t h e  
new U p p e r  Hu f fman  t o  F la t top  T r a i l  ( t o  b e  recommended in t h i s  p lan ) ,  
Ek lu tna  Lake Glacier  T r a i l ,  a n d  a n  improved  S h i p  Creek Val ley  t ra i l .  I t  i s  
conceivable t h a t  t o u r i s t  use  o f  t h e  p a r k  cou ld  r i s e  dramat ical ly ,  y e t  impact 
on ly  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  areas of t h e  p a r k .  Most t r a i l s  wou ld  b e  used  for  t h e  
f i r s t  h a l f  mi le o r  so, y e t  t h e  exper ience cou ld  b e  r e w a r d i n g  enough  to  many 
v i s i t o r s  t o  ent ice  them to  remain longer  in Anchorage. 

Increased Access - 

B u s  se rv i ce ,  b o t h  t o u r  buses a n d  Munic ipa l  buses,  wou ld  subs tan t ia l l y  in- 
crease use  b y  res iden ts  a n d  v i s i to rs .  Lower income res idents ,  younger  
people,  a n d  t h e  handicapped a n d  e l d e r l y  would  b e n e f i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from 
Munic ipa l  h u s  serv ice.  V i s i t o r s  would  b e n e f i t  by t h e  conven ien t  b u s  access 
to areas t h e y  know l i t t l e  abou t  reach ing.  B o t h  res iden ts  a n d  v i s i t o r s  want  to  
cn joy  a r e w a r d i n g  n a t u r e  e x r  r i ence  t h a t  i nvo lves  ca re f ree  access to  t h e  
super la t i ve  rec rea t ion  resources t h a t  a r e  rep resen ted  b y  Chugach  State  Park .  

T h e  ttse o f  buses wou ld  reduce  t h e  need to  e x p a n d  p a r k i n g  faci l i t ies as more 
a n d  more people v i s i t  t h e  p a r k  in t h e  f u t u r e .  It would  also reduce  t ra f f ic  in 
residential areas b o r d e r i n g  t h e  p a r k .  

Common I n t e r e s t s  

Genera l ly  speaking,  out -o f -s ta te  v i s i t o r s  expec t  more in t h e  n a t u r e  o f  deve l -  
oped faci l i t ies a t  t ra i lheads t h a n  res idents ,  l a rge ly  because o f  t h e i r  o r ien -  
ta t ion  toward  s imi lar  fac i l i t ies  in t h e  more developed states. B u t  v i s i t o r s ,  
l i k e  res idents ,  also have  a s t r o n g  des i re  to  exper ience a l i t t l e  bi t  of t h e  rea l  
A laska during t h e  s h o r t  t ime t h e y  spend  in Anchorage.  T h e  t r a i l s  o f  
Chugach  State  P a r k  can  p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  a n  unpara l le led o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have  
in t imate con tac t  w i t h  n a t u r a l  Alaska. 

T h i s  sect ion w i l l  examiric user  cxpcc ta t ions  and sat is fac t ion elements by t y p e  
of recreat iona l  a c t i v i t y .  

C r o s s - C o u n t r y  Sk ie rs  

T o  t h e  c ross -coun t ry  s k i e r ,  t h e  cond i t i on  a n d  des ign  o f  t h e  t r a i l  i s  para-  
mocrnt. A smooth, wel l -honed t r a c k  adds  immeasurably to  t h e  enjoyment o f  a 



s k i  out ing. Conversely.  a ru t t ed ,  gouged o r  otherwise damaged t ra i l  can 
p rove  to  be almost unskiable o r  thorough ly  i ~np leasan t  to use. 

The r h y t h m  o f  a t r a i l  is a key  element f o r  user  satisfaction. The t r a i l  should 
s k i  smoothly w i thou t  being j e r ky  or o f  monotonous grade. If t he  sk ie r  can 
develop a good s t r i de  w i th  carefree t u r n s  and  h i l ls ,  several o f  his o r  he r  
expectations wi l l  have been met. 

The  sk ier  should be able t o  enjoy a var ie ty  of  scenery and  vegetation types. 
Fortunately,  t h e  h i g h l y  d ivers i f ied  landscapes of the Chugach Mountains make 
th i s  easily achievable. Nonetheless, a conscious ef for t  should be made to  
p rov ide  a va r i e t y  o f  environments and  vistas along any  g i ven  t ra i l .  

Loop t ra i l s  can p rov ide  d i ve rs i t y  by allowing the sk ie r  t o  experience new 
scenery along the  en t i r e  route.  Loop t ra i l s  a t  d i f f e ren t  elevations and te r ra in  
conf igurat ions a re  also capable of  tak ing  advantage o f  super ior  snow or 
weather condit ions prevalent  at  cer ta in  elevations. Loop t ra i l s  a re  sometimes 
easi ly created by cons t ruc t ing  sho r t  connect ing l i nks  w i th  ex is t ing  t ra i ls ,  o r  
by connect ing o ther  loops. Loop t ra i l s  can serve as a valuable management 
tool i n  p rov id ing  a wide var ie ty  o f  sa t i s fy ing  experiences in areas t ha t  are 
most capable o f  accommodating such  trai ls.  For example, in the Hi l ls ide un i t ,  
extens ive loop t ra i l s  west o f  Campbell Creek would p rov ide  the kind o f  ou t i ng  
most two o r  th ree  hou r  weekend sk ie rs  des i re  wi thout  hav ing  t o  cross t he  
c reek  i n to  areas tha t  are desirable to  re ta in  as dispersed, low impact land- 
scapes tha t  a r e  important f o r  w in te r ing  wi ld l i fe  o r  wi lderness character ist ics.  
In th is  way, g rea te r  use can be  accommodated near  the p a r k  boundary  i n  
development zones wi thout  p lac ing g rea te r  impacts i n  backcount ry  na tu ra l  
areas o r  wi lderness zones. 

O r i g i n  - dest inat ion t ra i l s  wi l l  always be  the major t r a i l  t y p e  i n  Chugach State 
Park. T ra i l s  beg inn ing  a t  a p a r k  pe r i phe ry  trai lhead a n d  penetrat ing t he  
p a r k  to specif ic landscape features wi l l  always be  in demand. Many o f  these 
a re  already available t o  one degree o r  another ,  and v a r y  from poor  to  aood i n  
serv ing  as s k i  t rai ls.  Narrow val leys and changes in elevation l imit  t he  
opt ions f o r  acceptable t r a i l  g rade  and var ie ty  more often than not .  Where 
there  is a choice, open forests a re  of ten preferable t o  treeless areas especial- 
ly on  c loudy days,  which resu l t  in whiteout condit ions, o r  w indy  days,  which 
resu l t  in an unpleasant ch i l l  factor o r  wind-eroded snowpack. 

Sk iers  expect  s k i  t r a i l s  t o  be free o f  motorized uses, which can easily dest rov 
t he  t read o f  t h e  t ra i l ;  a n d  also f ree o f  horses, h i ke rs  and dogs, each o f  
which damage s k i  t ra i l s  in d i f f e ren t  ways. t iowever, many sk iers  enjoy 
t ak ing  dogs w i t h  them on s k i  ou t ings  since many of the Municipal s k i  t ra i l s  
a re  closed t o  dogs. The t rench ing  tha t  occurs from walk ing may render  a 
t r a i l  unskiable,  dangerous to  use, o r  jus t  unpleasant t o  the sk ier .  The  
expectat ion o f  t he  sk ie r  is ,  that  f o r  sat isfact ion and  enjoyment o f  the out ing,  
none o f  these unpleasant events wi l l  occur on  t ra i l s  managed b y  Chugach 
State Park. For tunate ly ,  t he  more sk ie r s  t ha t  use a t r a i l ,  the less l i ke ly  i t  
i s  tha t  there  wi l l  b e  inappropr ia te uses of it. 

I n  a nutshel l ,  the sk ie r ,  i n  o rder  to have a sat is fy ing experience, expects t o  
follow a well-maintained t r a i l  f ree  frem inappropr ia te act iv i t ies ,  t h rough  a 
var ie ty  o f  scenic woodlands and alpine areas. The condit ion of  the t r a i l  i s  
important t o  t he  skier.  



I-lorseback r iders.  tlorseback r i de rs  in Chugach State Park seek experiences - 
that allow them to get away from it a l l  in pleasant, quiet  surroundings and to  
enjoy the manifest beauties o f  na ture  in the mountains. Equestrian t ra i ls  
should. follow hardened surfaces so tha t  horses can avoid mudholes and inse- 
cure  footing. Grades stiould be moderate, especially where winter  use is 
anticipated. Equestr ian t ra i ls  should also be free o f  a l l  motorized ac t iv i ty  
which could resu l t  i n  danger to horse and r ider .  A good horse t ra i l  should 
prov ide the r i de r  w i th  a var ie ty  o f  te r ra in  and vegetation types, and g ive the  
feeling of going somewhere. This  can be achieved, even in the re lat ive ly  
limited f lat  te r ra in  o f  the Hi l ls ide unit, by prov id ing  a series o f  loop trai ls.  
Wide, hard-surfaced t ra i ls  such as the powerline t ra i l  in the Hil lside are ideal 
fr?r p rov id ing  longer t r i ps  amid spectacular mountain scenery. The com- 
bination of loop t ra i ls  and several good longer destination routes w i th in  the 
major valleys o f  Chugach State Park can prov ide the horseman wi th  exhi larat -  
ing, safe and sat is fy ing riding experiences. Wildlife viewing is v e r y  success- 
f111 on horseback because many species are unafra id o f  a human on horseback. 

Many o f  these t ra i ls  already exist ,  b u t  i n  some instances new t ra i ls  wil l  be 
needed to prov ide cont inued sat isfactory experiences. Several t ra i l s  may 
have to be relocated in par t ,  because o f  t ra i l  degradation, such as large 
mudholes, which pose a hazard to horsemen and other  users. Sensit ive alpine 
te r ra in  can also su f fe r  from horse use. Wet areas must be avoided if satis- 
factory t ra i l  t reads are to  be maintained. Through carefu l  route selection, 
d i f f i cu l t  situations can be avoided allowing the  r i de r  to  have an experience 
that  is thoroughly enjoyable and safe. 

Sled Dog Mushers. Dog mushing enthusiasts need a more exact ing set o f  
favorable condit ions than o ther  t ra i l  users in order  to  enjoy the i r  sport .  
This  is p a r t l y  because o f  the d i f f i cu l t y  i n  d isc ip l in ing a large team o f  doas 
and the fact tha t  t he  team and sled are more unwieldy than any other 
over-the-snow t ranspor t  even under the best o f  conditions. The d r i v e r  
f requent ly  stands 30 to 40 feet behind the lead dog, and th is  l imits h is  ab i l i t y  
to  see and respond to  sharp  changes in the t ra i l  o r  other hazards. Generally 
f lat  grades, gent le t u rns ,  and ample w id th  ( ten feet p lus)  are important 
requirements for  dog trails. 

It is especially important tha t  sled dog t ra i ls  are free o f  motorized vehicles or 
horses. The natura l  hazards o f  moose are severe enough without addinn 
addit ional hazards that are controllable b y  management techniques. Even 
sk iers and people on foot can create problems fo r  dog mushers in narrow t ra i l  
corr idors.  

Most o f  the f requent ly  used winter  t ra i l s  in Chugach State Park are con- 
sidered mult iple use winter t ra i l  cor r idors  tha t  are reasonably compatible fo r  
sled dog teams and sk iers o r  h ikers.  I f  the t ra i l  c learing is wide enough, 
both uses can be accommodated without conf l ic t .  The Hil lside unit t ra i ls ,  the 
powerline, gasline and Wolverine trai ls,  are f requent ly  used b y  mushers when 
the snow is deeper there than in town o r  other  sea level port ions o f  the 
park .  

To prov ide more opportunit ies for  sled dog mushers, a connection between the 
Hil lside T r a i l  System and Far Nor th  Bicentennial Park T r a i l  System should be 
made. Then addit ional loops should be  constructed to d ivers i fy  t ravel  dis- 
tances and possible motorized use conf l icts should be examined. If the sled 



dog musher can choose a var ie ty  o f  loop trai ls w i th  moderate grades, wide 
t read and gent le tu rns ,  tha t  are independent o f  motorized activit ies, then h is  
desire to enjoy one o f  Alaska's most time-honored tradit ions wil l  have been 
met. 

Snowmobilers. The snowmobiler l ikes t ra i l s  tha t  go somewhere. The concept 
o f  a d is tant  destination is important, in pa r t ,  because it takes so l i t t le  time to 
ge t  there, and because such routes tradit ional ly have prov ided a wide range 
of condit ions tha t  are challenging to the user.  Distance, lots of space, 
adequate snow cover, and freedom from avalanche hazards are the require- 
ments fo r  enjoyable snowmobiling. 

A wide range o f  t ra i l  types can be used b y  the h igh ly  responsive, agile, and 
speedy snowmobile, which includes the three- and four-wheel ATCts. This  
has led in p a r t  to  conf l icts w i th  non-motorized users. 

For these reasons, carefree snowmobiling requi res t ra i l s  and areas that  arc: 
ext raord inar i ly  well marked and laid ou t  to  take advantage o f  natural  terrain'  
breaks, heavy vegetation and logical topographic boundaries. The number o f  
non-motorized t ra i l s  tha t  in tercept  snowmobile t ra i ls  should be kept  to  a 
minimum to discourage penetration o f  snowmobiles in to  non-motorized areas. 
This  is essential, because, if the system o f  area zoning is not  enforceable, 
snowmobilers wi l l  find themselves under increasing pressure to close these 
areas as the  steady escalation o f  non-motorized users make thei r  own demands 
for t ra i l  use fel t .  

Three-wheelers and motorbikes. It should be noted at the outset tha t  three- 
wheelers are considered to be snow vehicles in winter ( l i ke  snowmobiles), 
while two-wheel motor bikes are not. Also, bo th  two and three wheeled bikes 
are simply off-road vehicles (ORV's) in the snow-free seasons, which wi l l  be 
discussed now. 

L ike snowmobilers, motorcyclists enjoy destination-oriented t ra i l s  tha t  traverse 
a wide range o f  challengirig te r ra in  and prov ide the distance tha t  is sought - 
i n  a word - going somewhere. Practically any t ra i ls  b u t  the steepest arc: 
accessible to cyc l is ts  which creates bo th  opportunit ies arid the need for 
limitations. The l imitations are concerned w i th  site degradation, par t icu lar ly  
soil erosion and destruct ion o f  vegetation, as well as noise near non-motorized 
users. The opportunit ies are  tha t  the network o f  logging roads i n  B i r d  
Creek Valley tha t  may have been viewed as undesirable fo r  most uses are well 
sui ted fo r  ORV use. tlowever, in general, because o f  the preponderance o f  
alpine zone in Chugach State Park, and the narrowness of accessible valleys, 
l i t t le  o f  Chugach State Park is suitable fo r  ORV use when compared w i th  more 
favorable areas n o r t h  o f  the  pa rk  and the numerous potential confl icts w i th  
non-motorized users w i th in  the park.  

Mountain b ikers.  Mountain b ikers  are enjoying a new spor t  in Chugach State 
Park. Most bikes are being used fo r  reaching specific destinations in a shor t  
time using be t te r  than average t ra i ls  such as the gasline and powerline 
"roads" to Indian, and the Eklutna Lake Road between Camparourid "A"  and 
the glacier. Mountain b ikers  want addit ional suitable t ra i l s  for the i r  activit ies 
i n  Chugach State Park. - 



Several  p re l im inary  s tud ies  i r l  o t h e r  s ta tes  ind icate  t h a t  mounta in  b i kes  cause 
soi l  compaction a n d  displacement r o u g h l y  comparable t o  v ibram-soled boots ,  
e x c e p t  o n  s teep downh i l l  g rades  where  a small amount o f  add i t iona l  g o u g i n g  
may occur  t o  t h e  t r a i l  t read .  Perhaps t h e  most s ign i f i can t  impact is  social as 
some h i k e r s  may resen t  t h e  ease w i t h  wh ich  mounta in  b i k e r s  a r r i v e  a t  back- 
c o u n t r y  dest inat ions.  

H i k e r s  a n d  mountaineers.  Chugach  State  P a r k  is  a h i k e r ' s  a n d  mountaineer 's 
dream. It o f f e r s  gen t le ,  fo res ted  va l leys ,  v a s t  a lp ine reg ions  a n d  mountains 
t h a t  r a n g e  f rom g e n t l e  t o  ex t reme ly  rugged .  I n t e r s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  a r e  
gem-l ike a lp ine  lakes a n d  severa l  l a r g e  g lac iers  a n d  ice f ie lds.  H i k i n g  a n d  
mounta ineer ing a r e  t h e  o n l y  p rac t i ca l  means o f  reach ing  v a s t  areas o f  t h e  
p a r k .  

Des ignated o r  improved  foot  t r a i l s  a r e  des i rab le  w i t h i n  t h e  forested zone a n d  
among t h e  a l d e r  b r u s h  f ie lds .  Few addi t iona l  improvements,  o t h e r  t h a n  those 
t o  promote p u b l i c  sa fe ty  s u c h  as r u s t i c  b r i d g e s  a n d  a lp ine cairnes,  a r e  
needed t o  p r o v i d e  a s a t i s f y i n g  exper ience f o r  many h i k e r s  a n d  mountaineers.  
For  those who  d e s i r e  s h o r t e r  du ra t ion ,  c loser t o  t h e  t ra i l head  exper iences,  a 
few w ider  t r a i l s  t h a t  p e r m i t  s ide-by-side conversat ions w i t h  fami ly  o r  f r i e n d s  
a r e  desirable.  P icn ick ing  exper iences f r e q u e n t l y  accompany these d a y  h ikes.  

Wi ld l i fe v i e w i n g  is  a p r i z e d  exper ience  f o r  many in Chugach  State  Park .  
Narrow,  low-s tandard t r a i l s  a r e  ideal  f o r  w i ld l i f e  v iew ing .  T h e r e  should  be  
enough  n a t u r a l  impediments t o  guaran tee  t h a t  n o  motor ized u s e  is  possible o n  
env i ronmenta l l y  sens i t i ve  w i ld l i f e  v i e w i n g  t ra i l s .  T h i s  c o u l d  sha t te r  t h e  u s e r  
exper ience a n d  t h r e a t e n  w i ld l i f e  populat ions.  Wi ld l i fe v i e w i n g  t r a i l s  t h u s  
d i f f e r  s h a r p l y  f rom n a t u r e  t r a i l s  w h i c h  a r e  built t o  much h i g h e r  s tandards  to  
accommodate even  t h e  y o u n g  a n d  handicapped. 

Boaters  a n d  r i v e r  r u n n e r s .  Eagle R i v e r  is  t h e  o n l y  r e g u l a r l y  used boa t ing  o r  -- 
f loa t ing  stream in t h e  p a r k .  However,  it shou ld  b e  no ted  t h a t  B i r d  Creek ,  
Sh ip  Creek  ( i n  p a r k )  a n d  Peters  Creek  can b e  kayaked  f o r  s h o r t  d istances 
a n d  t h i s  i s  happen ing  occasional ly now. E k l u t n a  R i v e r  may also have  some 
potent ia l .  Since t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  charac te r  o f  t h e  stream is  a g i v e n ,  a n d  one 
f o u n d  most en joyab le  by some k a y a k e r s  a n d  r a f t e r s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  en joy-  
ment  o r  sat is fac t ion a r e  most ly  in t h e  n a t u r e  o f  access po in ts .  T h e  Moose 
Pond a n d  Eagle R i v e r  campground  a r e  two  p r i n c i p a l  po in ts  o f  access. hlain- 
t a i n i n g  water  q u a l i t y  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  shore l ine viewscapes, especial ly  
b e y o n d  t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r y ,  a r e  impor tan t  components t o  b e  dea l t  w i t h  in 
p r e s e r v i n g  Eagle R i v e r ' s  recreat iona l  assets. T h e  proposed Eagle R i v e r  
Greenbel t  Plan w i l l  b e  a v i t a l  component in p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s t ream w i t h i n  t h e  
munic ipa l  boundar ies .  

E k l u t n a  Lake serves a t r a i l  f u n c t i o n  because it has r o a d  access a t  t h e  n o r t h  
e n d  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  dest inat ions b e y o n d  t h e  seven miles o f  lake su r face  a t  t h e  
s o u t h  end.  A walkway t o  fac i l i ta te  h a n d  launch ing  o f  small c r a f t  would  be  
~ r s e f u l  a t  each e n d  o f  E k l u t n a  Lake because o f  t h e  f l u c u a t i n g  water  level .  

Handicapped users .  D isab led persons  would  bene f i t  f rom t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  
rec rea t ion  t r a i l s  des igned t o  meet t h e i r  spec i f ic  needs. N a t u r e  t r a i l s  w h i c h  
rea tu re  f a i r l y  f l a t  g rades ,  compacted a n d  mud- f ree surfaces,  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  
features a r e  wel l -su i tcd fo r  t h e i r  use  a n d  enjoyment.  T r a i l s  su i tab le  f o r  
handicapped use  shou ld  be  s i t e d  in a v a r i e t y  o f  p a r k  env i ronments  t o  p r o v i d e  



shorter access from various parts o f  the ci ty ,  and to provide a variety of 
splendid viewscapes a t  different seasons. These shoclld include arl alpine 
area, several along Turnagain Arm, Eklutna Lake and Eagle River Visitor 
Center. Well-designed handicapped accessible trails can provide enjoyable 
outdoor experiences and new challenges for handicapped persons. 




