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Kodiak 
Archaeology 

Area 
Acres of 

Land 
% 

Land 
All 

Sites 
% 

Sites 
Prehistoric 

Sites 
% Prehistoric 

Sites 

ALASKA 590,693 100 42,576 100 15,647 100 

KODIAK 5,360 0.9 1,921 4.5 1,000 6.4 

Kodiak’s archaeological sites are:  
• Abundant 
• Easy to identify 
• Often well preserved 
• Every Family has a collection 



Issues in 1995 

• Heritage movement underway 

• Growing community dialog about Alutiiq 

• Preservation messages limited and not 
well understood. 

• Looting is a pastime. 

• Artifacts and human remains are curios. 

 

 



Our Mission - The Alutiiq Museum preserves and shares the 
heritage and culture of the Alutiiq people. 

Prehistoric Basket Historic Weavers 

Contemporary Weavers 



Concerted Educational Effort for Preservation 

Museum 
Founded 

1995 

Community 
Archaeology 

1997 

Site 
Stewardship 

1999 

Our Strategy: 
 

• Be Positive – Don’t punish or shame, enlist 

• Be Participatory – Create opportunities for meaningful engagement 

• Be Professional – Maintain standards, use existing frameworks, set an example 

• Collaborate – Enlist support from stakeholders 

• Promote – Infuse our work with preservation messages – website, newsletter, programs, exhibits, tours 
 
 



Community Archaeology 

Blisky Site 1997 

Mitigation project for Kodiak Island 
Borough becomes the model for a 
long term education and research 
program. 
 
1. Study threatened sites on the 

Kodiak road system 
2. Learn about subsistence and 

settlement in a variety of site 
3. Work with local volunteer crews 
4. Curate the materials at the Alutiiq 

Museum 
5. Create exhibits, articles, tours, 

press, etc. around project to 
promote respect for Alutiiq 
heritage and preservation 

 



Community Archaeology 

10 Sites excavated in 20 years 
• Vandalized, eroding, etc. 
• Great variety of sites studied 

– new types and locations 
 

6 major landowner partners 
 
Over 800 volunteer participants 
 
Large collections given to Museum 
 



Site Stewardship - Monitoring 

1998 – 2015 Program Stats 

• 18 Years of Research 

• 60 Volunteers 

• 17 Surveys 

• 580 Sites visited 

• 342 undocumented sites recorded 

• 1329 individual site visits 

• Patterns of preservation detected 



Educational Resources 



Educational Resources 



Publications 



Collaborative Research 

Involving our community in publication of archaeological data 



Professional Education 
• Researchers 
• ANCSA Corporation Staff Members 
• Artists 
• Museum Professionals 
• Educators 

Smolt Studies on the Karluk River 



Policy 

• Collections Policy 
• Store Policy 
• Ethics Policy 

 

The museum store also recognizes its 
ethical responsibility to protect 
archaeological sites and will not purchase, 
consign or sell artwork that includes 
archaeological materials even if these 
materials have been legally obtained. 



The Future 

Core 
Audience 

Curious 

Community 

Opportunities: 
Tribal Land Managers, New Audience Engagement 

Sturgeon River Survey 


