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Presentation Notes
Good Morning. I hope everyone is having a great time at the conference. I am Jeffrey Weinberger, the AHRS Manager. I want to introduce the Alaska Heritage Resource Survey and discuss how you can both contribute to and use the system. We’ll talk about accessing the system, give a brief description of the various records and talk a bit about how we can exchange information.  After my presentation, we can either have a question and answer period or I can run through a few quick examples. (click)  



What is the Alaska Heritage Resources Survey (AHRS)?         
The AHRS is a Data Repository: It is the State of Alaska data repository of all reported 
cultural resources, from prehistoric to modern, and some paleontological sites.  

 
• The purpose of the AHRS is to be the central repository for all Alaska’s cultural resources 

information. To that end, we strongly encourage all possible cultural resources, and all 
projects that might affect them, be reported to the OHA.  
 

• One important function of the AHRS is to provide that information for potential research, 
development of historic contexts, and for project-planning purposes.  

Fort Seward Barracks, Haines 

The AHRS is Dynamic: Since cultural resources surveys are continually being conducted, 
the AHRS is continually being updated with both new and revised information. In addition, 
legacy data collected at OHA is continually being added (older reports, grey literature, files, 
microfiche, photos and slides, etc). 

 
• Only a relatively small percentage of the State of Alaska has been surveyed for cultural 

resources, and even areas that have been surveyed in the past are resurveyed again 
over time.  
 

Access to the AHRS is Restricted by Law: Authorized users are those people who have a 
demonstrated need for the information, apply for access to the AHRS, and are approved by 
OHA staff. Approved users include representatives of federal, state, or local governments on 
official business; researchers engaged in scientific research; individuals or representatives of 
organizations conducting Cultural Resource Management (CRM) investigations. 
 



Why Does the Alaska Heritage Resources Survey Exist?          

Alaska Statute 41.35: Alaska Historic Preservation Act “ (AS 41.35.010) It is the policy of the 
state to preserve and protect the historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources of Alaska 
from loss, desecration, and destruction so that the scientific, historic, and cultural heritage 
embodied in these resources may pass undiminished to future generations. To this end, the 
legislature finds and declares that the historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources of the 
state are properly the subject of concerted and coordinated efforts exercised on behalf of the 
general welfare of the public in order that these resources may be located, preserved, studied, 
exhibited, and evaluated.” 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended): Establishment of protocols to 
protect historic properties from potentially unnecessary destruction or alteration caused by 
projects using federal money, on federal land, needing a federal permit, etc.  
• Established State Historic Preservation Officer for each State.  

Department of Natural Resources, Office of History and Archaeology: Staff maintain the 
AHRS and have overseen its development from paper records to the current electronic format.   



What are AHRS numbers?  
• All new cultural resources reported to OHA are assigned unique AHRS numbers.  

– AHRS numbers are based on USGS 1:250,000 scale quadrangle maps, using consecutive numbers per 
quad map to denote sites as they were reported to us. For example JUN-00099 is the 99th site 
reported within the Juneau USGS Quad.    
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So we have introduced the AHRS as a database of cultural resources sites and information. How is it represented? 

The main records designation is the AHRS Number.
 
The AHRS number was developed early on using trigraphs of USGS Quad Names. Covering the state of Alaska are 153 different quad maps at 1:250,000 scale. 
(As an aside, a project is underway by USGS to deliver 1:25,000 scale maps for all of Alaska, projected to be 11,000 US Topo Maps in all to cover the State.)

This map also shows the meridian areas for Meridian, Township, Range, Section designations. 

Some people already do, but if you want to use a “49” in front of the site designation to denote the 49th state = Alaska, feel free. Puts our numbers in line with the Smithsonian trinomial nomenclature used by a number of states to date.  (click)



 
Does having an AHRS number imply National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP) Eligibility?  
• No, the AHRS is an inventory of cultural resources, 

both eligible and not eligible, and those that have 
not been considered for the NRHP to date.  
 

Then why get an AHRS number for my cultural 
resource? 
• So that a wider group of people know that it is a 

cultural resource, important to the heritage of 
Alaska.. Other people unfamiliar with your work 
might not know that your building or site is a cultural 
resource and won’t plan around or mitigate effects 
to the resource when planning or conducting their 
projects. 

  
• An AHRS number is required by OHA before an 

property can be evaluated for the NHRP through a 
Determination of Eligibility.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

What does having an AHRS Number mean? 

NRHP 

 
DOE 

Alaska Heritage 
Resources 

Survey 

Human Environment:  
 Human Modifications 
(Everything Cultural) 
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Does having an AHRS number imply eligibility: 
NO !!!!! Absolutely Not!!!

Sites receiving a number are listed on the AHRS, which is the database of information of reported cultural resources in the State of Alaska. What separates AHRS sites from everything cultural  is that sites that are considered for the AHRS should contribute, even in the smallest way, within a historic context  that represents an aspect of the heritage of Alaska. Sites should not be listed simply because. . . . . (very few automatic triggers for listing, 50 years old is not one of them)

Sites may then be evaluated for eligibility or ineligibility for the National Register of Historic Places through a Determination of Eligibility (DOE) process, usually conducted under the supervision of the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). The State of Alaska’s Determinations of Eligibility (DOE) information is stored in a separate module that is associated by AHRS#.

Sites nominated through DOE’s and accepted by the Keeper are placed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). National Register data is stored in its own separate module. NRHP Listed sites are public information. See NPS website. 

These modules are cross referenced based on one more of AHRS #, MTRS, USGS Quad, Survey record, etc., which is one of the strengths of our database. 



http://dnr.alaska.gov/p
arks/oha/ahrs/ahrs.htm 

How to I Gain Access to the AHRS? 

http://dnr.alaska.gov/ohasecurity/portal 

AHRS forms and documents are 
located here. 
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Presentation Notes
This site contains basic information on the AHRS , with discussions, or links to discussions, on the rules and guidelines for using the AHRS, most of which I talked about earlier. We do expect that everyone who signs up for the AHRS –IBS has read the information on this page and the pertinent links on the left. 

The next step is clicking on the big green button to go to the next page. 



Common Modules   
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Back to the Portal Page! The remaining choices take you to interfaces for the different modules. Lets take a quick look at each of them and discuss how to conduct a search. 
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This the AHRS Mapper, our year-old visual interface that projects location data for cultural resources sites in the IBS
Alaska Heritage Resources Survey, consisting of site records.
Based on the AHRS records, some sites will also have Determination of Eligibility and National Register Nomination records. 
Supporting modules
Surveys Module, the AHRS References Module, and Document Repository.
Records in these modules can be cross-linked



Common Modules   
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Back to the Portal Page! The remaining choices take you to interfaces for the different modules. Lets take a quick look at each of them and discuss how to conduct a search. 



IBS Module Widgets 

Pan/Zoom/Full Extent  

OHA Homepage Link 

Latitude/Longitude 

Scale 

AHRS Mapper - Overview 
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Lets talk about the AHRS Mapper. When you first open the mapper, a text box appears. After clicking on the close button, this is the view of the mapper. 
Development of the AHRS-IBS is a continual work in progress in order to display the database in ways that are both visually informative and intuitively useful.
One of the most important AHRS updates in the last year has been the deployment of the AHRS Mapper. 
Replaced AHRSLE
The new mapper is more web-browser based than the server-based AHRSLE.
It has all the functionalities of the older mapper, but with a cleaner interface. 
One thing that might help you out if you are stuck will be the  AHRS Mapper Manual document attached to the AHRS Mapper through this link here
There are a number of things you can click on or that provide information right from the start. 
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Here’s an example of how to conduct a search and what the results might look like when searching through the AHRS mapper. 

Upper left portion of the AHRS Mapper window. Clicking on the blue question mark will initiate a download of the most current version of the AHRS Mapper Manual. 




Common Modules   
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Presentation Notes
Back to the Portal Page! The remaining choices take you to interfaces for the different modules. Lets take a quick look at each of them and discuss how to conduct a search. 



IBS Modules Search Interface – AHRS Module 
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All of the remaining modules (except the mapper) are accessed through separate interfaces with the exact same design. 
This interface has been functionally similar for some time and its functionally the same across modules
Meaning a user follows similar steps in order to search each individual database for data. 
Now I know that this isn’t intuitive and the help buttons can be of little value if the noting has been written and linked to those help button
I do plan to fill in those help buttons and come up with an IBS Users Manual in the near future, as time allows. 



1 Choose your search parameter 

3 Run 
Search 

Search 
parameters 
match the fields 
in the module 
record.  

2 
Add information that you are searching 
by here. Then hit enter or “Add to 
Query” 

Step by Step Search Instructions – AHRS Module 

The search instructions are the same for 
every module, but the search parameters 
(record fields) will be different. You can 
“Add to Query” as many parameters as you 
like, but note that the results will be 
constrained by the parameters you sent.  
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Step by Step instructions for running a search. 



Search Results Page – AHRS Module 
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Search results 



The AHRS Site Card 
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Presentation Notes
The AHRS Site Card, created as a PDF and automatically downloaded to your computer, should contain all the relevant information about a site since, as I just mentioned, site records across different modules are cross-linked. 



Reporting New Cultural Resources Sites to the AHRS Team  
 

 
• Request new sites by email:  

• submit fillable AHRS site forms for each site, use the Excel spreadsheet provided by OHA, or 
construct a PDF with a record and any supporting documentation (photos, maps, etc).  

 
• We REQUIRE location and descriptive information. 

• Location information should be in the form of decimal degree Latitude/Longitude 
coordinates (NAD 83 Datum) for all locations, including buildings; endpoints of road, trails, 
etc.; and center points along with polygon shape files for larger sites, districts, etc., 
Descriptive information should include a site name, description, and location description at 
the very least.  
 

• All burials need a number. 
 

• Please report new sites so that an AHRS number can be assigned to each 
site. Please refer to the assigned AHRS site number in any correspondence 
and final documentation to be submitted to OHA. 
 

 
•  jeffrey.weinberger@alaska.gov    and     fawn.abt@alaska.gov 
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Presentation Notes
When you chose to call a location, object, or landscape a cultural resources site, you need to request an AHRS number for that location,  regardless of their possible eligibility for the National Register or research potential. 

All burials encountered, regardless of age, need a number, due to state laws regarding burials (one of the very few automatic triggers for site number) 

Report new sites before submitting a report/packet/letter to OHA if discussing new cultural resources. 

Request new sites by email: Either by submitting fillable AHRS site forms for each site or by using the Excel spreadsheet to provide all the information that you can about each site at the time that you make the AHRS Number request. 

We REQUIRE location and descriptive information.

Location information should be in the form of decimal degree Lat/Long for all locations.

Please contact either Jeffrey Weinberger or Fawn Abt concerning site numbers. 

mailto:nicole.lantz@alaska.gov
mailto:nicole.lantz@alaska.gov
mailto:nicole.lantz@alaska.gov
mailto:fawn.abt@alaska.gov


Thank You! 
 

Alaska Heritage Resources 
Survey 

 
 
 

Alaska CLG Conference, October 2015 
Jeffrey Weinberger, AHRS Manager,  

Alaska Office of History and Archaeology 
jeffrey.weinberger@alaska.gov 

Phone: (907) 341-9916 
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