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Ingredients

Directions

29

1 whole resource

1 handful of audience

1 tsp clarified message

1 pinch of techniques

Consider your resource and your
audience.

Select a clear message about
your resource that you want to
communicate to the audience.

Choose techniques or methods
that will clearly communicate
your message, helping the
audience connect with the
resource.

Evaluate the effectiveness and
relevance of your message and
techniques every 5 to 10 years.




Alaska State Parks

Welcome to .

Battle of 1812 O l d Sltka State Historical Park

This place, called Gajaa Héen by the Tlingit and Redoubt

Saint Michael by the Russian American Company, was 'rh[s W}dant landsﬁpc 5uPP0rts a Iush

the setting for a bloody confrontation between these two

groups crv|r pm;mr. Follow t;m sh::nintcrum:wltrdail to estuarine eCOSYStEm and is the site OFQ
your right to learn more about the events that led up to

the Battle of 1802 This site, now called OId Sitka State SD[CIT.IH Naﬁona[ Historic Landmal'k.
Historical Park (SHP), commemaorates the importance of
this site ta the history of Alaska and the nation

- Clues to the Past
Old Sitka SHP is an archaeological site and you might

ke occasionally find artifacts that could be important pieces s - . = =
of the sites puzzle. Alaska law protects all archacalogical A o W R e

artifacts, i you find an histaric resources, leave them in e . * T S - boat launch.and gack all

Searrigavan Bay and
place and contact Sitka Area State Parks or the Office of b 5
History and Archasology.
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Forest and Muskeg Trail

The Faeest and Muskig Trail meandees theough ta »-
stands of western hemlock and ledgepale pine, and 8
aver a mass and sedyge bog via a boardwalk trail,

A self-guiding interpretive brachure leads you alang

this ane-mile trad to the Estuary Life Trail,




G l.aa Heen A Beloved “Undiscovered” Land

Deep roots, growing deeper with time, create strong
ties between the Tlingit and the land they call home.

Tlingit Land

This area of Southeast Alaska has been home to the Tl ugn

fer thousands of 5

fish camp for = 4di Tlingit who caught and presa: ;ed
)’ fish here during the surmmer months.

Protecting Life's Necessities

r grounds for

& X
f 1 Clans claimed fish st
seasonal homes and

but could not hunt animals for peits or
making arrangements with the clan

-

fike Gajaa autumn hun

sottlemants bas

as shalifish, h



0ld Sitka SHP

RED OUBT Despite many setbacks and hardships, the Russian
fort rapidly grew into a bustling community.

SETTLING FOR FURS

Between 1795 and 1800, sea otter hunts araund Sitka Sound produced the
greatest yields for the newly formed Russian-American Company (RAC). In
July 1799, RAC manager Ab der Baranov, d son from
Tiingit leaders to establich Redoubt Saint Michagl here on Tlingit land.
After exchanging gifts, he belleved they had reached an agreement. Tor

A NEW HOME

Lifee at the redoubt was not easy; food had to be secured and buildings

constricted. Food shortages during the fisst winter lowered community i,
marale, but by the third year the small population had settled in, The redoubt

became mare of a home, and less of a fort, as some of the men married

Thingit wormen ane ather families came from Kodiak.

-
RUSSIANS CLAIM THE LAND

In April 1800, approximately 25 Russians, 50 Alutiig, Aleut, P
and Chugach hunters, and a few Native women wers —
statiened at Redoubt Saint Michael, During this month, &
highly symbolic Possession Plate was ceremnonially burled
In the ground to mark the birth of this new sertlement Rt
and assert the Russian's claim over the land. By 1802, the. -
‘sertiement’s population had tripted. -

non effort o kearm move about Ae ot the
redoubl. the Cwivan Conservohon Corps
conducted an archealigical s it the
- 1T o amcovered this soerer
Pagsension Mate, the anly ane sy
recovered fram o Russhon-Asnenican i

1 you find any histont armifocts, plense
fegue ther in piace and contoct Stk

Ao Spte Pk o the Office of Moy
and Arefnreiogy




0ld Sitka SHP

The wealth-driven Russian fur traders relied
“D M on Alaska Native labor, yet cultural differences
A. ISCOVERY led to conflicts with the local Tlingit.
A CLAIM AND THE PURSUIT OF WEALTH

RUSSIAN FUR TRADERS

After Captain Vitus Bering's 1741 “discovery” asserted Russia's claim on Alaska in the eyes

of Europe, Russian merchants and fur traders explored Alaska's coast looking for valuable =
furbearers. In 1799, a government charter created the Russian-American Company [RAC), The = =
RAC was granted a monopoly over fur trading in exchange for solidifying Russia‘s ciaim to Alaska.

THE NATIVE LIFELINE

The RAC coerced many Natives from western Alaska to the central gulf of Alaska

o hunt for them, With assistance from these Native hunters, the RAC successfully
exploited large populations of sea otters for thele luxurlous peits untl few were left,
Through the service of these Aleuts, Alutiig, and Chugach, they also acquired the
TESOUTCESs NBCessary to survive Alaska’s long winters when supplies failed to arrive
from Russia, The success of the RAC was largely due to Alaska Native labor

5crrrtmng free people nmer the seas, -

] #CIASHINS Cumm& — t0.come to kPO TENERR O ——

This area near Sitka, where sea otters were abundant, was a strategic location and to seek aut profits
for @ settleniant that strengthened Russia’s claims to Alaska. However, _for the Fatherland’s benefit and monar‘chlfu] honr.l!

the RAC and the Tlingit held contrasting beliefs about land and resource
ownership. As RAC employees settied here, tensions escalated between
these disparate cultures, setting the stage for conflict.

Lured here byhunarand glory —— e . —
we're upited here in bratherly fnendshm e
... We shall create .
and further take
American lond that is useful to Russia.”




Redoubt Saint Michael stood for less than
two years before it was burned to the
ground. What provoked the attack?

Bad B[ODd “The Russians have now gone

Before loaving Redoubt Saint Michael, Alexander Baranov instructed
the manager, Vasilii Medvednikov, not to offend the Tlingit, whao.
vasthy outnumbered the Russians. However, Medvednikov could

not contred all the Russian-America Company (RAC] employees,
many of whom were Alutiiq and Aleut, Almost immediately, a rash
of vielence between local Thingits and RAC employees broke out,
resulting in the deaths of several Tlingits.

Trade Disputes

Redoubt Saint Michael primarily existed to enforce the fur trade monopoly of the
RAC. Before the Russians arrived in Sitka Sound, European and American traders
wers aiready doing business with the Thingit. These foreigners were not opposed
to trading guns, ammunition, and alcohol, which the Russians thought would be
detrimantal to the stability of the region. The Russians’ goal was to control all
trade in Sitka Sound. Not surprisingly, the Tlingit did not acknowledge the RAC
and they i to trade with offered the best goods.

Stoonook’s Shame

Stoonook, a Kiks.adi noble, went to visit his father's pecple
at Klukwan. During his visit, 3 family member deeply insulted
hirm, insinuating that the Russians were shaming the Thingit
Stooncok got up and left straight for Sitka without finishing
his meal. When he arrived, he found the Kiks.idi already in
an uproar. The Russians had tricked a Kiks.adi aristocrat into
eating the flesh of a human—an abomination in the eyes of
the Thingit. Shik‘awubyeil, Kiks.adi clan leader, was furicus with
the Russiang for insulting his people, and when Stoanook told
him what was said at Klukwan, he had heard encugh.

(L

He kicked all the fire apart,
and stamped on it.

We are not animals.

to eat our own flesh.

They start planning.




“When the Tlingits Took 3
Club to the Russians”

There may never be agreement about what
exactly happened during the Battle of 1802,
The Fort : .
but there’s no arguing the outcome.
Although the Russians vigilantly protected their fort, they were unaware of
the impending Tlingit attack. In the days leading up to the raid, most of the
Russian-Amarican Company employees living at Redoubt Saint Michael were
depleyed in hunting parties away from the fort. At the time of the attack,
about 20 male employees were presant, along with their Native families. “This

is the revenge.
They’ve been killing even children

The Attack and therefore they wiped out v
On a Sunday afternoan, June 15, 1802, Tlingit warriors launched a surprise every one Of those
attack on the redoubt from the seaand from the forest. Having moved inta Russian people that were in that fort.

place during the night, the warriors silently and quickly surreuended the fort.
The Kiks.adl clan leader, Shk'awulyell, directed the attack from a hill acress
from the manager’s house. The Tlingit warrlos, K'alydan, was the first to draw
blood, killing a blacksmith who was working outside the walls of the fort.
Stoonook led the attack that came by sea, and was killed in the siege by a
cannon fired through the barracks door by Medvednikow. The

Russlans resisted, but the Tlingits swiftly overwhelmed the

fort, set it aflame, seized the women, children, and otter

pelts, and kiled or captured anyone who tried to escape,

Not one left.”

The Survivors

Mast of the survivors were lucky enough to have
been away during the attack, When they returned to
find the fort reduced to ashes and surrounded by

the dead, the intent of the attack was clear—this

‘was revenge, The survivors feared that they too might
be killed, so:they ran into the woods to hide,

o=
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NFINISHED

Before the ashes of Redoubt Saint Michael
BI ] SI N E S S had cooled, it was lear the battle for
Sitka Sound was far from over.

ENGLISH INVOLVEMENT

Fearing capture by the Tlingits, same of the Russian-American Comparny {RAC)

survivers of the Battle of 1802 wandered the woods for several days, They the enti el

eventually signaled the Unicorn, an English ship under the command of Henry r?*-"-g:'«u had, 'e: o d'?ﬂro_yml by ] Ffoung
Barber, that sailed into Sitka Scund as the fort was burning. Barber hid these Rtere] 2mag ,ﬂo'rihm: ‘Wm{ Ty and g,
survivers belew deck In hoges of collecting a ransom from RAC Alexander Baranew. St the Fuing, r kﬂn:,

THE BUSINESS OF WAR

After the attack the Tlingits had seized many valuable pelts and some women

and children frem the fort. The Kiks.adi clan leader Shkawulyeil and K'alydan

approached Barber's ship, probably to trade. Once on board, Barber took

them hostage, He then traded these Tlingit leaders for the pelts and captive

wamen and children. Afterward, he set sail for RAC headquarters on Kodiak
Kyt awates he lsland where he demanded & 50,000-ruble ransom from Baranoy, but settled
oo, fior 10,000 rubles” worth of furs |n exchange for the survivars,

o Fuzan Aoverican
Company In Stka Sond.

BARANOV PLANS HIS RETURN

Baranaoy lost close friends in the attack and he felt that failing to avenge
the death of his employees would earn him contermpt in future refations
with the Alaska Natives, Baranov set his sights en reoccupying Sitka and
Immedeately started preparations for his return, which culminated in
the 1E04 Battle of Sitka. This subzequent battle is commenmorated at
nearby Sitka Natbonal Historical Park.

Pondering the Past

e
e Buamlar —bis o Sk g v b e pegiced
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If this house could talk, it could
tell an intriguing tale of change
and fresh starts.

BUILDING A FUTURE

The Salmaon House stary Begins with Mary Bong, wha salied fram
China to British Columbia, Canada, at the age of 13 to start a néw life.
About two years later, she married Mr, Ah Bang and then moved to
Sitka, After Mr. Bong’s death, Mary beught a lotin the neighborhood
called Russian Town for 5200/in 1903and built this house a year later

TURNING PAGES

itary lived in this house,
occasionally operating a laundry
business In it until she sold it in
1923, During the next forty years,

the bullding changed cwners

multiple times and housed a

string af tenants. Eventually, the A NEW CmPTER

construction of Lake Street as Vyola Belle, 2 local citizen, saved this house in an effort

part of an urban renewal project, o presarve an example of Russian Town's characteristic

threatened to demaolish the house, arunmmé;ﬂebmmm_s;mand-mved It 1o the:

The end seemed near but members ferry terminal in 1963 where the “Russtan Tea House™
s o 2 . the iz tian of the community had other plans, briefly served as & visitor center, |n 1982, the building
Tea House," "China Mary's House,” o the *Salmen House," was relocated one final time and given a new purpose. it

Urlsan egends abourd sbout the origin of the first nare

anid the orgn of the Latter remains a rystery, now houses park staff at Old Sitka State Histarical Park.
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Baranof (astle SHS
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Baranof Castle SHS
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Baranof Castle SHS
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Totem Bight
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Promtmg the Poles

Tatem poles are traditionally made from red cedar, which Native carvers value for #s straight
qgrain and natural resistance to decay and insects. Woad preservation techniques improve
the resilience of red codar and can keop tatem poles stending strang for generations.
Kerasen-based water repallents prevent build up of moisture inside pales. Metal caps quard
vuinesable wood end grains from the weather and bird droppings. Borate-based fungicides
and insecticides prevent vegetative and ichen grawth.
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Totem Bight STP
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Today, the valoe off Totem Bight's magnificent
m:ngsuuﬁmdm&htwmhngmw
mmyd:ﬁmi. as

Cahm:- " inC'riuii

For untold generations. totem poles were the Iuﬁnnmmﬂtﬂiosrmm&d the Tlingit.
Haida. mwmmmﬁnwmmﬂmuummmm-ﬂmmh
mmmmmmhnkmmmwmwmm

Msmmumaothumnwmlmmmuusmmmnmw
sxsimilation discouraged Alaska Matlves fram practicing the culture of thelr ancestors. As the
wwoflhnummummmmmmm:-m If the tradition
was not soon rekindled, lhtltol‘bumwvhqmﬂdnhslhmr

Seeds of Renewal

Duting the 19304, there was & hnwumumwmthmmnnm

totem pole carving. Nakive mhm-m ‘began the call for totem
 olforts. . the mhromtccqm

totem :
region. Although the onsat of mvhummhmﬂm mmmm
ax well as the clan house Wn!nm,m compieted,

Coatinving Contributions

Tatem Bight State Historical | P-t resufted from an effort
to preserve and support the art of totem carving and to
Infarm visitars about the region’s first people. In heiping
1o perpefuste Native carving, Totem Bight has sarned a
place in the history of Alaska. as well as the culture of
tatem catving. Poles that were carved during the CCC:
era are now being restored and copied with the help of
new generations of carers—each echaing the wark of
their ancestars. just as they had done in the past.

e ™ s,




Totem Bight STP
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Totem pi)ies are carved with an understanding that fc\rmﬂ stand ltméﬁlypn
75 years in the rainforest climate of Southeast Alaska, but their cycle !

continues. When a pole becomes weathered and falls, tradition holds #
that it should ot be lifted. but rather left where it lies to return to
the earth. These totem poles, although not where they would have
fallen, are now allowing the past to nourish the future.
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Bear Clan a2 a proud peogie
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Fort Abercrombie

- : -

FORT ABERCROMBIE

After Japan captured two of the Aleutian Islands in June
1942, war was a frightening reality for Kodiak residents.

: Cast in Concrete
| ”r_._ Fort Abercrombie, an cutpast of Fort Greely, was one of many
o h military instailations quickly built to defend Alaska’s coastline.

After the U.S. declared war, 150-200 soldiers continuously
manned the fort. In 1943, Fort Abercrombie boasted three large
concrete bunkers, a few smaller concrete buildings, 2 40-foot
observation tower, two 8-inch naval guns, and a secret Signal
Corps Radar 296 transmitting station,

Kodialk's Watchdog

Soldiers stationed here performed an important job—to watch for
approaching ships, determine whether they were enemy vessels.
and if they were, sink them before they got too close to Kodiak,
Soldéers used triangulation technigues to plot a target’s position.

Y A Commanding Pressnce

After Dutch Harbor was bombed, Kodiak assumed a major role in
supplying the Aleutian Campaign, During the turbulent months
between October 1942 and March 1943, Fort Abercrombie

stood ready to protect the Kodiak Naval Operating Base and

. deter enemy attacks, Although Kodiak never saw enemy fire,

I the contributions of the men and women stationed here were

¥ invaluable to the defense of the LLS, coastfine,

ey

A ship came fnoand we (7t it up and our
guns were trained on it When [ leoked at
the ship through th i
a5 a sall tanker.
the commanding
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behind concrete clues of Kodiak's World War I herit@ge,

; " The Kadiak Maval Operating Base (NOB) was officially turned over

Arrer TaE War

Once the U.S. recaptured Attu and Kiska islands, the US
military shifted their focus away from Alaska, leaving

’ .. <
Gone with the War ;
In what may have seemed a mass exodus, the US. Army and E g
Mavy moved their troops to other war fronts in the fall of A 3
1943 A small contingency remained to keep the newly built TR
defense installations from falling into complete disrepair. L

Peacetime Adaptations

As WWI ended, many of the military installations were no longer
essential for national defense. Fort Abercrombie was placed in
caretaker status in 1944 along with the rest of Fort Greely. All Fort
Greely instaflations were abandoned in 1947 and Fort Abercrombie’s
B-inch guns were blown up as a safety precaution in 1948,

Lasting Impacts

“to the LS. Coast Guard in 1972 and is now the largest Coast Guard
\ base in the nation, Fort Abercrombie became 3 state historical
rk in 1969 and was designated as a Mational Historic Landmark
I 1970, along with Fort Greely and the Kodiak NOB, due to its
ficant role in the United States’ first line of defense.
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The U.S. military fortified Kodiak Island
as soon as Alaska was threatened,
creating lasting impressions.

Builders and Soldiers and Sallors!

A swell of soldiers, sailors, and construction workers swept over
Kaodiak utterly changing its physical character and culture. First
«came civilian contractors with Siems-Drake Puget Sound, then
Mavy Seabees, then soldiers and additional sailors paured onto
Kodiak. The area’s population rapidly grew from only a few
hundred to thousands

Military construction en the island began as a slow trickle in 193% and quickly
became a fiood of activity. By 1941, a large naval operating base and an army
fort with many satellite posts were rapsdly taking shape. Large swaths of ald
growth forest were cleared for space and timber while the beaches were
exploited as sources of gravel and sand. The military left nothing untouched.

Withdrawing Forces

‘Once the tide of war receded and the U.5. armed forces were
reassigned to other fronts, a slower pace of life resumed,
i However, many seldiers and sailors returned after the war,
st and others never left the island. Many of Kodiak's defense
i installations were repurposed and others, though gutted, stll
stand, World War 1l left a lasting impression on Kodiak,

Wartime Construction P
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Fort Abercrombie SHP

“I believe in the future, he who holds
Alaska will hold the world, and | t
is the most strategic place in

Preparing for the Storm

1In 1939, Alaska began preparing for war as a sense of
urgency grew like a dark storm brewing on the harizon.
That year, construction commenced on three Alaska

naval air bases at Sitka, Kodiak, and Dutch Harbor; army
garrisons soon followed. Troops began to arrive in March
1841, transforming small coastal towns into white-capped
seas of tents teeming with soldiers and sailors.

Extral U.S. Declares Warl

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941,
plunging the LS. into World War II. An attack on Alaska
seemed imminent and the territory experienced a
sudden, frenzied infiux of military personnel and frantic
construction. Panic spread as the military imposed
scheduled blackouts and controlied all means of
communication with the outside world.

Kodiak Steps Up

On June 3 and 4, 1942, Japan bombed Dutch Harbar and
invaded two Aleutian islands, Attu and Kiska, later that
same week. Six days after the first attack on Dutch Harbar,
the military commissioned the Kodiak Naval Operating
Base, The base served as a place where pilots stopped

to resupply, refuel, and service their planes during the
Aleutian Campaign.
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Independence Mine SHP

A thie mine readhed peak production n

124, this ground bustied with activity: the
clatter ofthe mire train the low mean of the
rock a8 riners blasted deeper underground,
ahd the yeices af farniies erdoying dvilization
o the once losely tundra Thess sounds
mixed i the aipdulled by the constant din of
the rrdls-and the engines that pushed them

Whier the mine d
onee lively cormmunity
ofan era o

prassed, planks 2




“DUigh up-an the hill, in a large, old-fashioned
waaden hame, lives ane of Alaska’s distinguished
citizens, and a man whase hand in m’iup,{.ng the
tfem‘im‘.fz (Lf/ this great countuy was move ‘rzrmww-
than mast (1{- its residents

and beneficiaries vealize. +

“Our Jim”

He was a U.S. district court judge and Alaska’s congressional delegate for seven terms. He
battled for Alaskan home rule, and was the first to introduce a statehood bill to Congress. He
made the first recorded summit attempt of Mt. McKinley with profits made from the first
newspaper printed in Fairbanks, and the University of Alaska and the Alaska Railroad both owe
their beginnings to his persuasive oratary.

The contributions made by Judge James Wickersham to the history and development of our

1 state are numerous, but his importance is far greater than a list of accomplishments can convey.
James Wickersham was one of history’s rare movers, a unique man for a unique time, Alaska
may have been a very different place without the efforts of "Our Jim” And so, just as the history
of Alaska tells the story of Wickersham, the history of Wickersham tells the story of Alaska.

Please allow us ta welcame you, o his ﬂeﬁaﬁf&, ta the
Wickersham State Histarie Site.




?W&w l’,M(A/ caine a &mg/ LM!{;{/

f-m ils &;gtmngﬁ as a

In 1880 Kowee, head chief of the Auks Tlingit tribe, led Richard Harris and Joe Juneau
to Silver Bow Basin, There, in the mountains to the northeast, they made the first
major gold discovery in Alaska and the first of many along the Gastineau Channel.

‘T4l the Money Runs Out”

Mews of Harris and Juneau's discovery circulated and within months prospectors
from all 2round descended upon the new town site, Subsequent discoveries on
Douglas Island and the importation of industrial mining equipment kept the
town thriving after streambeds were panned out.

A Captivating Capital

Mining prosperity earned Juneau the honor of Alaska's capital in 1900, When the last major
gold mining operation closed in 1944 due to a shortage of workers, government work—which
expanded during WWIL and again after statehood in 1958—became the lynchpin of the local
economy. Today, Juneau's unique geography and rich history make it a popular stop for
wvisitors and one of the most distinctive state capitals in the United States,
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“Our Jim”

He was a US. district court judge and Alaska’s congressional defegate for seven terms. He
battled for Alaskan home rule, and was the first to introduce a statehood bill to Congress, He
nade the first recorded summit attempt of Mt McKinley with profits made from the first

. newspaper printed in Fairbanks, and the University of Alaska and the Alaska Railroad both owe
their baginnings to his persuasive oratory.

The contributions made by Judge James Wickersham to the history and development of cur
state are numerous, but his importance is far greater than a list of accomplishments can convey.
James Wickersham was one of history's rare movers, a unique man for a unigue time. Alaska
may have been a very different place without the efforts of "Our Jim” And so, just as the histary
of Alaska tells the story of Wickersham, the history of Wickersham teils the story of Alaska,

Please allaw us ta welcome yatt, o his ﬁefw.f'f/, ta the
Wickersham State Distorie Site.
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Wickersham’'s Formative Years
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James Wickersham, & boy destined to help shape
Alaska, came from & farm and sawmill owning family in
I1linois. Born in 1857, the eldest in a house full of
youngsters, James was compelled to assume responsibility
early on. Hard work was part of his upbringing, When
old enough to handle an axe he was given the job of
cutting trees from the forest and bringing them to the
mill with the help of an ox team.

During James's youth, the president was Abraham
Lincoln. Also & farm boy, Lincoln got his start as a
lawyer in Illinois, From this example, James saw that
even a man from simple beginnings could impect the world.

A
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Wickersham’s Formative Years

Despite having only an eighth-grade education, James's
first paying job was as a teacher. At age 20 he moved
from his rural home to Springfield, the capital of
Il1linois, for the chance to study law. He swept floors,
washed windows, hauled coal, and slept on & self-made bed
in the back room of the former governor's office—all in
exchange for access to the law library and $5.00 & month.
In just three years, James passed the bar, got a job with
the government, and married Deborah Bell in 1880.

inbaw and politics.
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Two of Alsska's ploneers, Grace and Judge James
Wickersham, brought this house to 1ife during their
Tesidency here. It filled with guesis and vieitors
frequently as the couple entertained meny notable
AMlaskans and sourdoughs alike Oovernors Btrong and
Troy; and suthor Rex Beach, were just & few of those
nosted by James, and Grace entsrtsined fellow school
‘teachers and the lively ladies from her bridge group.
Family membera were slso welcome, including their
m Buth Coffin who lived hers periodically.

‘ﬁ’ickersham's Juneau Home Life

D st
LT e

Barly in Orace and James's marriage
the couple spent hours reading to one
another, They shared & common interest |
in booke: autobdographies, science, |
poetry, and historical mccounts. When
not reading by the fire or emtertaining,
the couple cataloged and organized
James's Library or visited the theater
in downtown Juneau. In later years
when James's eyesight failsd, Grace read |
aloud to her husband, enabling him to
continue his work. x

Esbimo Wowd~Janean Fabrusry 1, 1808,
diary entry: ™ toduy duning sut two sarthen pots:
fram ao old kitchen~wheve they are duvied in sand:. " Tames
collected this bowl on a month-long ethnographic
:gllmunn wian dog slsd near Cape Prince of

8

‘ﬁ This eyewear waa made by northern
Alal Bekimca. They would have been useful to

James on his 1901, 1,040-mile dog sled trip to hold

court in Rampert and Circle during which he
became snowblind, He coversd his eyes with &
bandage and held onto the sled's handlsbars for
guidance instesd,

Fairbanks Eold Nagget Spasn—0on Tuly 4,
1904, James d ted the Fairbanks courthouse
&and was presented this spoon made by the
prospectors, On the handle are Felix Pedro®
original nuggets. Felix made the first gold
etrikes in the Tanana region.

President MeFindey Plate—President
McEinley appointed James to the position of
district judge in 1900. Jamea received this plate
in hopor of his appointment,
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Grace Wickersham
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Grace wae the better half of
the Wickershames in the twilight of
James's political career and &
constant friend and companion in
his fipsl years. Enown for her
soclability, Grace had a gift for
helping turn old political rivals
into social allies. Thanks to
Grace, the Wickershams were no
sirangers to the Juneau social
seene, attending affairs at the

8 sion and

dinner parties. Without her, the
house of Wickersham would have
‘been much less of & home.

Cui,si’ne de Wickersham

Being & creature of habit the judge
eating at home to restaurants. His wife Grace
would treat him every morning to an early
breakfast before & punctusl walk down the hill
| %o hip office in the Valentine Building. A 19308
ara kitchen lacked the conveniences of & modern
kitchen and a greater investment of time was
required to prepare a meal. But Gracs, known as &
. good cook, was always up to the task, especially
when catering the Wickershams' dinner parties.

TV minin fornf o Kendng for g
e o s Mo i, 224
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The Home of the Wickershams

Overlooking the Gastineau
Channel, the Wickersham House
is a fine example of American
architecture imbued with the
utilitarian modesty of Alaskan
style. Features such as the
cross-gable roof, bay window,
clapboard siding, and fish scale
shingles suggest a Queen Anne
style of architecture popular
during the 1890s. However, the
house lacks the lavish
ornamentation that defines the
style in the lower 48. Like
Wickersham himself, the house
conveys a plainspoken prestige
without the superfluity of elegance.

kersham SHS

Isted in the
Matianal Ragisier of Histors Flaces in 1078,
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The sun poch youare nowwsianding mwassedos Higtoric Chicken Ridge
the main entran Lowihie: Wiekersh PRI I

Chicken Ridge, so called because of the local
ptarmigan population, was first settled in
1893. This neighborhood rose with the fortunes
of Juneau and became home to many prominent
and affluent residents. The Wickersham house
was erected in 1898 for Frank Hammond, owner

of the Sheep Creek Mining Company, and was
owned by several families before the
Wickershams purchased the property in 1928.
This was the final Alaskan home for the Judge
and he lived here until his death in 1939.

L

Jmemes and woman, moal ety niece Ruth Coffin, al the Junesu home
i b Cobacicn
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Big Delta SHP

John Hajdukovich had a significant impact on the
people and land of the Upper Tanana River Valley.
A true sourdough and frontiersman, John lived
and worked in this area for almost sixty years.

Jac
- "Trades

* John Hajdukovich left Y

lo seek his fortune in Alaska. He arrived at Big
Delta in the fall of 1806 and headed for the
godd-rich hills upstream, Most prospectors
wintered at Fairbanks working for their next
grubstake {loan of supplies), but John winterad
at Big Deita and became influential in the

. development of the area.

st

Y
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ity was His Stock-m-Trade
With the adventuresome spirit of an entreprenaur,
Hajdukovich partook in many enterprises during
J_Iif_s. He was not only a miner, but also a
se pperator, trader, contractor, U.S
Commis&loner. big game hunting guide, Alaska
Game Commissioner, and sawmill owner.
¥

John staked his last claim In 1951 on Morning Star
Creek, a tributary of the same drainage he prospected
40 years earller. The Coal Mine Road that he built to
his claim is still in use today. In his later years, John
spent more and more time at Rika's Roadhouse,
where his experience and knowledge of the area
made his advice to newcomers indispensable.

&

Hagdukarvich amves at Big Deta and jons
17 prespecions al a goid discevery site on
the Geodpaster River

John runs the McCanty Trading Post and
Rosthoass. which hes iong snce remed

| nature (see background image|, snd operales

the ferry af Big Deta

. Mining &t Janva Creek using a bydraukc

planl, Jokn tekess cul 3200 in gol ‘good encugh
fot 8 grubstake "

]
He aoguies e McCany Trading Post ang
Roadhouse.

The pressni day roadhcuse & corsiucted.
Travaters Yaka cone ol thamsaives in a saf-
SRR e

John bires Rk Wales Lo openie the
madhousa,

He estabichas seeral Irading poets and

Tanacross paying him §1000.

Hagtukizh it apgeintsd LS. Comy
and laar i in prctest of adies




Standing for over a century, the Telegraph
Building is the oldest in the Delta area and

all that remains of the original
m MeCarty Telegraph Station.
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Bird

The 1964 Earthquake instantly changed the landscape of
the Turnagain Arm in ways that can still be seen roday.

The Big One
On Good Friday, March 27, 1964, a faule berween the two largest tectonic
plares an the planct ruprured 14 miles under Prince William Sound, This

sing 131

megathrzst earthquake wresked havos throughour the region, ¢
casalties, some as far sway as California. The quake lasted three minures
and measured a magnitude 9.2—one of the strongest ever recorded. As the
entire planet vibrated from the quake, its effects were seen worldwide, sinking
Fishing boats in Louisiana and skoching wares wells in Africa.

A Shaky Situation

Ancient glaciers carved the mountains along Turnagain
Arm, and pulverized hard mck inta dust leaving massive
deposis of silt and debris hese, This fine-grained material,
d shaken, undergoes a process
tion, in which the ground loses

o Hows |

combined with

Earthouake, the ground

dropped.an aver

below the high-tid

~ Aftershocks

The towns of Girdwood and Portage, southeast of here near

tides after the

repaired. Girdwood was relocaced

doned, leaving only
st of dead wrees hehind,




Bird Creek Campground

ENGINE 1t ioud which pases nearby,

0 F and Alaska in ways you can see and{-'eel -

[Fyoure lucky enough to see an Alaska Riilroad train coming down
the track, you can feel its power as it shakes the gmound, This power
helped consect this remore band with the rest of the world amd
shape the desting of Alaska. When the idea for chis tilroad was first
proposed in 1914, the priority was w "unlock” the resources of this
vast land. The U5, Government hoped thar exports of coal and
agriculmml products fueled by Alaska’s long summer daylighr would
create an coonomic engine and spark development.

“heped. and the new
veay suffered 3 rough relarionship with Congress, making
Funding unstable and inadegquate, Successive Aluka Railrad
managers struggled against the exereme climare; high cosrs, and a2
low demand o keep the milad munning: Colonel Oro F Ohlsor
known for his “one-man show” leadership, mok over in 1928, He,

*Pulling

War 11 broughe an influx of people ind equipment

Alaska’s front door. Now the ribway scruggled o meer demand!
ged Alaska and the railroad by bringing increass
connecnivity with the LS mainland and a furry of developmene.
With starehood in 1939, and the discovery of il in Prudhoe Bay
T i1 1968, the formnes of Ak rose along with the railroad, which
o provided the power needed o huel the ail boam and che statcs

RS W ey

improved the opertions of the milroad and made 1938 i e
*profiable year, bur economic difficultics remained,

. s e - Ved
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hie war yvears ch
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"ALONG
THE AL

Traveling the Turnagain Arm was once difficulc
and dangerous.What has changed to bring you
here safely today?

ig B

driisch the same as i was 1 OﬁJU years ag—by hc-.u (..cncmuon:

“"H"Duﬁ ina moved berween hu nidl fishing sites using
hayake and eanoes, but the eas ay was not abways the safis §

- The am's peculiar bore ride-poses tisks even ro experienced

saters ind has chimied she lives of dozens of prospeciors as th

55 approved the csrablishment of a3
the Idigmd foure from Sevward
hlrh\nlc.s y\lrhmugh comstrugtion in Ak always presen:
L4 challenges eompletion of chis seretch along the To

= Over three fang years
00,000 pier- mile, this secrion was fnally

Way to Scemc Brryway

&Ihc cward Hig h-u\ was u-mplu.kd along
in 1951, mkfn« it casier than'everto wavel
- Increased access hnm.gh new e-\-e-]upmu . com;
recreational opportuni

h construction of the ludi
1o Grirdwood mulsi-wse ¢ cl oo the highway fravel

along the arm once again was human powered. A roure once
navigaced dr great risk, canmnow ‘.vrlu.d with ease, simply

e thie joy of tak




“Where the Alutilgs Came Ouwt” and
cvents of a war story.



Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

L

“I fully expect before many years to see a pack trail through
this pass, followed by a wagon road, and I would not be at
all surprised to see a railroad through to the lakes.”

—~Eaptain William Mesare. querted by Ber Moane

The Alaskan Coast Mountains, with precipitous
peaks and massive glaciers, present a nearly
impenetrable barrier; however, a few ice-free
river valleys pierce this rugged landscape.

¥

Deiyia (Dyea)
“Tia Pack™

Shahagwei (Sk
T Windy

Other State, Federal, and Local Agencies

Since prehistoric times, the coastal Tlingit Natives

 traded extensively with the inland Tagish First

Nations using the Chilkoot corridor beginning at
nearby Dyea. The White Pass corridor that began in
Skagway was also used, but not as extensively. These
routes allowed trade and cultural exchange to
develop between peoples on both sides of the
maountains.

The Tlingit were not the only people to see the
advantages of these corridors. Euro-American
prospectors began using the Chilkoot Trail in
the 1880s to search for gold in the interior. In
1887, Skookum Jim Mason (Keish), a Tagish
man, guided Captain William Moore over

the White Pass. That autumn, the captain,

his son Ben, and a Tlingit helper, Nan Suk,
began building a wharf and cabin in the

Skagway Valley.

Captain Moore saw the potential of .
this valley with its deep water harbor and

access to the interior. He believed many gold R4
discoveries would occur in the north, and he
intended to capitalize on the hoped for rush

of people. With this in mind, Ben Moore

filed a 160-acre land claim and both father

and son began laying the

foundation of what was

to become Skagway—the

Gateway to the Interior.

gt Thrgh wonan pech b goodi cear III:.?! thor
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Clondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

Ho, for the Klondike!

nelEia

““There ain’t no choice,’ said an oldtimer of choosing between the
Chilkoot and the White Pass. ‘One’s hell. The other’s damnation.””

—Martha Fergusan WK eawn

Yukon'lh-nmrry reached the pubiic in 1897, people across the [
globe raced to the Kiondike hoping to become rld‘lheymd
their wildest dreams.

| Thousands boarded ships, steamed up Alaska’s Inside

| Passage, and disembarked at Skagway or Dyea. Skagway's
waterfront was a chaotic scene of pitched tents, shouting
stampeders, neighing horses, and barking dogs. Streets were &
qmcklyimdmandbuﬂdmmdwharmcunmcted,me e e—e Iﬁ . ™
town even boasted of havmgrlechnclty, telephone service, i it —y
s | - A Moststampeders never became rich, but

l To reach the Klondike, stampeders had to choose between -:-m_'_-‘_-_"'m-_':“ﬁi?-_':fu"%““ they counted theu' tm.tl experiences as life

| two routes. One was the 33-mile Chilkoot Trail out of Dyea, R e e ] i

| containing a torturous thousand-foot climb known as the
Golden Stairs, The alternative was the 45-mile White Pass
Trail, starting in Skagway. It was infamously named the Dead

~ Horse Trail because pack animals perished in large numbers.

Both trails met near Bennett, British Columbia, where many

of the stampeders built or bought boats and waited for the
ice to break up. They then floated 550 miles through the lake Ry

systems and the Yukon River to reach Dawson City, m i

i .




Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

White Pass & Yukon Route Railroad
Plowing Ahead

- Imagine the raw power and deafening roar of a 129-ton
rotary snowplow as its circular blades carved through
deep snow drifts often as high as 12 feet. The Cooke
Rotary Snowplow, designated “No. 1” by railroad
crewmen, often performed that task.

The White Pass.at 2865 feet,
receives significant snowfall from late
~ September until early June. Snowplow
No. 1, built in 1899, was well suited t
to serve the early needs of the White | R s e 7 w !
Pass & Yukon Route, even during the e B F Al i W Mmmudest in character were
harshest winter conditions. ' | Bk e iy the contributions of Caboose
. L R RN 909. The caboose often served
The boiler of No. 1 was used solely AR TR T Ty SR | ”&& asan office and quarters for the
to turn the 1o-foot rotary blades of 1 RS : o RN BT B e | train crew. From the cupola, the |
- the plow. The snowplow itself was g IS R N et A - = elevated section of the caboose,
pushed forward by two locomotives SO ik R OF L . > crewmen could better inspect
- coupled behind the plow. Together, | % . A e i et o ’ the train.
this dynamo was able to slice through - - i ; .
LLmﬂy impenetrable snow drifts, Since 1808, the WP&YRs
e —— I skilled crews have used a variety
of rolling stock and other
machinery to keep the railroad
open and operational. Skagway’s
. history as a transportation huby
| isclosely linked to the WP&YR
| and its many years of service.




Klondike Rush Park

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park it o s

The Road to Gold

. L=

From transportation to tourism, One early entrepreneur, George Brackett, hoped to become
Skagway has ]Ong prOVided more rich by building a toll road up the Skagway Valley in

1897, Although his toll gates were sometimes ignored and

than one avenue to wealth. damaged, the enterprise was relatively successful until the

track in late May 1898, Brackett knew he couldn't compete,
50 he sold his toll road to the railroad.

The wpaeyR, built partly through steep mountainous terrain and during

bouts of extreme weather, dominated transportation throughout much of
Skagway's history. It took two years, 110 miles of track, 35,000 workers,
plenty of dynamite, and the determination of contractor Michael . Heney,
before railroad reached Whitehorse, Canada. For decades, the WP&YR
transported freight, ore, and passengers, in addition to promoting
tourism with excursion trains, just as it does today.

Tourism has always played an important role in
Skagway’s economy. Every summer, thousands
arrive by croise ships, Alaska Marine Highway
ferries, airplanes, and automobiles on the South
Klondike Highway, which opened in 1978. Today,
Skagway is still a boom town, playing host to
visitors from all over the world who still come to
experience the excitement of the gold rush.




National Historical Park

Klondike Gold Rus

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
U.S. Army Invades Skagway

- During April 1942, the sleepy little town of Skagway was startled
- awake by the sudden arrival of thousands of American troops.

- -

i :
Aiaskamslhmwnimuﬂiespndightinjnnelg.paﬂer
dte}apanese bombacl]:hteh I—Iarbnrand madadﬁun y

these attacks, the U.S. Army recognized / Naska’s su'ateg]c
location and began using the White Pass & Yukon Route
{WP&YR) railroad to supply defense projects in the
interior, such as the Alcan (Alaska-Canada) Highway,
Canol (Canadian Qil) Pipeline, and airfields along the
Northwest Staging Route.

The WP&YR previously operated two trains daily to
Whitehorse, but it now needed to run 17 to 20 trains

each day. The 77oth Railway Operating Battalion took
command of the railroad line spanning 1o miles of tough
terrain, Conditions were often extreme, leading Private
Howard Foley to state, “That lines too steep for a goat
and too cold for a polar bear.”

As many as 5,000 people were stationed in Skagway,
where Quonset huts sprouted like weeds in vacant lots
and the Army took over many existing buildings. Cement,
pipe, bulldozers, and approximately 22,000 troops
- and construction workers passed through the town.
After the war ended in 1946, the WP&YR and Skagway .
. residents resumed peacetime operations, proud of the e . i S

| transportation role they played during World War I1. g™

= S




Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

DYEA—Port Town for the Chilkoot Trail

The view before you is serene, yet during the Klondike Gold
Rush, stampeders swarmed over Dyea’s wharves,

The noise, hustle, and bustle of this port town
rivaled that of much larger settlements.

e e, B S I - — LA

v

—
Tlingit packers began their trading expeditions here and a village
was established with a rrading post run by John J. Healy and
Edgar Wilson in 1884. The tiny hamlet quickly grew into a town of
approximarely 8,000 people as formne seekers who chose Dyea as
their entry point to reach the Yukon Territory gold fields off-loaded
tons of supplies in the boomtown of Dryea.

The town’s shallow harbor and inadequate pore facilities, a
devastating avalanche which occurred up the Chilkoot Trail on
April 3.1868, and the ending of the Klondike Gold Rush irself
were reasons for its eventual decline. The final blow to Dyea came
that same year with the construction of the no-mile White Pass &
Yukon Route Railway, linking Skagway to Whitchorse, Canada.

By 1gaz, the Dvea post office closed and only a few families
homesteaded here. A road to Skagway was completed in 1948,
opening up access for another kind of rransient—the rourise.
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Fairbanks

-

Operating along Illinois Street for over ot
40 years, the Fairbanks Exploration (F.E.)
Company was vital to the development of
Fairbanks and Interior Alaska.

' Y
Boom to Bust ; r ot 1 |
45 When gold was discoversd near Fairbanks in 1902, ! 5 ¥l
y it tnggered a rush that tumed a trading post into i
4 . aboomtown. The population of Fairbanks soared 5 # a %
: to 5,000 in 1909, but soon the most accessible t 8
] depasits were panned out. Pick and shovel mining '
became unprofitable and the economy floundered. k ‘ - ‘e
3 By 1920 the population had shrunk to |,155. ( » $
] oottt S S
R The (New) Golden Age 4

In 1925 the FE. Company arrived in Fairbanks to begin a dredging operation
that extracted gold deposits unreachable by pick and shovel mining. To process
the gold the company built a state-of-the-art industrial complex off a spur
fram the recently completed Alaska Railroad. By the 1930s the FE Campany
F e{npi_oy'ed nearly 1,000 people (over a quarter of the local population),

“4+ ., including machinists, engineers, and dredge operators. Workers bought goods

i senvceslocall hat heped keep the Farbanks econormy healty.
e localy i hlped

When the LS. entered World War Il, the government
declared gold mining non-essential, and in October
1942 the FE. Company dredges shut down. The

F.E Company assisted the Army during the war by
providing facilities, heavy equipment, and electricity.
Although gold praduction resumed after the war, the
J F.E. Company never regained its stature in the Fairbanks
economy and discontinued dredging in | 965,

490
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“The 115, Dey of Agricul blished the Matamss)

Experiment Station {now Farm) in 19135 to research plant and Investock
and agriculrural practices for the region. In 1932 the station was

mansferred to the University of Alaska Fairbanks, becoming part of

the Alaska Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station; The station

provided technical assistance to local homesteaders and eolonists

hoping to develop a stable agricultural industry.

Building on the Past

Today's research topics are more complex than the farm's original objectives,
A few of the topics being studied are arctic revegeration methnds, crop

A

season biomass encrgy, th 1 and soil, plant, and feed
nustrient analysis. The farm’s buildings meld past and present into 3 working
agricultural reseasch facility, A state-of-the-art research, education, and
adminietration building—Kerrmula Hall—sits amidst five original strucoures,
Pare of the building sits atop the conerete floor of the original dairy bam.

The bright red strawberrics grown in the valley roday
are juicy benefits from the furm’s research. It took
D, Curtis Dearborn over twenty years of research 1o
develop three strawherry varicties thar could flourish
in Alaska’s shorrened growing season. He named
them Susitna, Squentna, and Matared. Deashoen also
developed hanly strains of potutoes and other crops,

Nk, {813 Sy, sl g b 195, bt
b Mtatnoka s




DOT & PF

e The Matanuska Valley is
O™’ recognized for its resilient
s ( (Ltops, Cal 2

Matanuska Milk

The first Matanuska Valley cows were trmsplants from Kodiak, The hardy herd
of Galloway-Holsteins was transferred from the Kodiak Experiment Station
m the Matanuska Station in 1926; used for meat and milk, some were sold
s, colonists, and . Grade A dairies developed throughout
the areq, inchuding a creamery at the Curry Hotel noeth of Talkeetna. Operated

by thee Al
a much reduced price, In 1‘J14. the Matanuska 1 periment Station ok over the
railroad's creamery and renamed it “Matanuska \u{.ml"mo wesars later,

Giants
The Maranuska Valley is known for producing monster
vegetables! Over 19 hours of sunlight during summer and rich
soil enabile crops to thrive snd reach peak weigh in August. In
1941, the first gisne cabbage contest winner ar the Matanuska
Valley Fair was Palmer resident Max Sherrod, who won with

. 23-pound cabbage, Almost 70 years later, the 2008 winning

cabbage (and world record holder) weighed 127 pounds.

Tubers Rule

The first val
atoes are Alaska’s number one horticultural product

alloped, mashed—there are many ways to prepare
ties. (ver 15 varieries are grown in
need for this remendous aiber.

oy setthers grew potatoes as their primary cash crop,




Historical snapshots of the Matanuska

- )= . - ’ ) =) [ -
_L.'..la 5\.'...;_[_‘ J:)_‘.S..‘..]a Valley reveal the influences that created
today’s agricultural community.
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Loag lndw:nﬂilg Road
Odglnanydcd;mudnmawdommdcmmnmmm the
Alaski Road C (ARC) was d to = dovate,

fay ant, condrit, avd maintain Hiegen maa? ariel peci :‘mdxfrm dny paint an
the navigable waters. . o any town, weining or other indistrial camp or settlement,
Berwusen any such tswum, camps er settlemenss..”

r

For 50 years, beginning in 1905, the ARC constructed 2
basie transportation nerwork in Alaska, including the major
tharoughfares of the Richardsen, Steese, Glenn, Seward, and
Srerling highways. When the ARC was disbanded, they had
in their cane 3,594 miles of road and 445 miles of rail—
enough o reach from Anchorage, Alaska ro Dallas, Texas!

v

The Road That Almost Wasa't

Initially, the souse thewsands of commuzers travel
daily between the Matanuska Valley and Anchorage
was a hard sell. First proposed in 1928, the Glenn
Highway was deemed unnecessary because of the
existing railroad connection, However, the state’s
srrategic importance in Woeld War 11 increased soad
development and the highway was constructed.

mmumlhnmmum
o JU05-1031; Wi Deparement
» 1932:3956: Depamment of the lnnesior
+ 195h: Depratment of Commene, Burean ol Pubiic Roals

Today, it’s difficult to travel in the Matanuska Valley without
driving on a road pioneered by Oscar Tryek. From 1918

to 1936, Tryck was the ARC's Matanuska Valley-Willow
Creek mining district foreman. He helped build the Trunk,
M a-Palmer, Wasilli-M k. and Pulmei- Wl
roads. His house was the first residence in the new railroad
town of Wasilla and can still be seen today on Noeth Knik
Strect, The Blanche and Oscar Tryck House is on the
National Register of Historic Places.
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Conne

When a road wnnemnl Hyder and E'IEM
British Columbia was complated in 1920,

LL5, ships had the option to dock in Canada,
Unfortunately, American passengers and freight -
“coming te Hyder had to deal with customs and
immigration services, often in both countries.

“The first Hyder deep-water dock,
‘capseway, and trestle were built in

1922, The State of Alaska replaced

the dock in 1965 after a fire

partially destroyed it in 1950.

The first highway connecting

Hyder to the cutside world was

opened in 1972 and the state

buitt a parking area on Harbor Island,
amarina, and a boat launch that same
year. The float plane dock was moved fram
the end of the dock to the marina in 1993,

Evertually, the old trestle was removed and,
today, a refurbished cavseway and two-tane
concrete trestie supported on steel pilings link
Hyder to the outside world.

cting

Hyder

Portland Canal on a ship, barge, or boat. Dock
facilities were vitally important, but until 1920,
Hyder lacked access to a deep-water dock.




When the first “boom” period on the US side
of the head of Portland Canal began in 1910,

miners, and busi found
a town built on pilings. Early residents and the
Lindeborgs called it Portland City.

‘When residents applied for a LIS Post Office
in 1914, the name Portland City was rejected.
Residents renamed it Hyder, after a mining
engineer and geologist who had visited the
prior year and reported very positive results.

The second “boom” started in late 1918 at the
end of World War | and ran through 1934 when
President Roosevalt fixed the price of gold at
535 per ounce. This caused many small gold
mining operations all over the world to shul
down—Hyder was no exception.

In 1929, Hyder's heyday population reached
254 residents, By 1936, the population was less
thaan 50 and by 1340, the entire piled area of
Hyder had been abandoned. -




+ FLOODWATER INFLUENCE

BTLIRE =i~
HAPPENS

-+ . QUAKE CONCERNS

River Bridge it wil disnpt commence and transportation dramatically.

in the saring. axcessive fiooding from meit and rainwatar can cause the fiver to

e Eainquskes in Alaska requisry chalenge engineers, both pre- and past-construction. The 2002 Dena
Fault sarthquake—a magnitude af 7.9—shook the Tanana Valley. damaging bulldings, Eridges. and rads. The
ariging Tanana River Bridge suffered a fourinch dsplacement of one of its plers. Fortunately. all damage was.
g fEmaired quickly The ALCAN Highway fs the anly land rouste Into Alasta I an earthauake destroys the Tanana

Ieave its Danks and inundate the lower areas of the valley Strong currents can
theust farge ice fows and debris against the bridge and cause demage. During
construction of the original Tanana River Sridge, engineers dealt daily with the
thewat of flcading. To withstand these destructive forces. engneers designed

the new bridge 10 Inchude strong piers and a Mgher clearance
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A UNIQUE

part in wartime defense by allowing transport of

=
WOOD TO STEEL ol
The Tanana River crossing wasnit alweys made of steel. In 1942, during the ¥
highway's construction. the LS. Asmy quickly built a temparary wooden bridge. |'
The Public Roads Adminssiration replaced it In 1943 with a permanent 3-span bt
cantifevered subdivided Warren steed through tass bridge [phew?|—the only bridge | =
of its kind in Alaska. The original Tanana River i

Bridge was orw of 133 bridges corstructed
on the ALCAN Highway. The bridges

ihat remain today are the ondy erigina
wlemants left of this histaric reed,

. PONTOON PLATOONS

During af the g were the maln
af temporary Fotoal

of closed cylinders. such 25 pipes or barels, which farm & platform

for transport. The penboon bridges could be canstructad very quickly

and were alten osed to move equipment and men acrass a rier

befare a woaden bridge could be nstaied.

-
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
] ] ] ]
| | 1 | 1 |
i i i i

The bridges of the ALCAN Highway played an integral .8
troops and supplies across otherwise Impassible rivers. L

CROSSING 1
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The new Tanana River Bridge, located downstream, joins the
green ranks and follows reduce, reuse, and recycle techniques.

Ecoc:AL FOOTPRINT

The new Tanana River Beldge’s ecological foatpring could have been greater If not for
forwardthinking engeneers. Athough the mast ervironmentally seund prectice wousd
Pave been to ease the orignal bridge parts in the new bridge, strctural deficiencies
and the patential for the river to scour belw the ariginal bridge's plers made this
__hmrp_mmmmuumnmumm
mm.wwm»wﬁmmmmm-
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I & PF

Today when you need food and supplies you

LAND TR ADE okt n - acinastnt, B o it onie
traveled long distances to trade for essential
goods. Traces of these trade routes can still be

ROUTES ot eoaaai

FOLLOWING IN THEIR
FOOTSTEPS

Trade routes. fiue today's highweys. encouraged
from Interlor Aaska and Tingts from southeast Alaska
established land trade routes such &5 8 eastwest route
known as the Tanana Crossing-Grundier Trall and & north-
seaith route known as the Valdez-Eaghe Trall Gold Rush

1 rautes they were
1he easiest ways 10 tiswel 1o and from their claims.

Going to Farbanks or Glennalien? The ALCAN and Richardson

mighwarys follow part of the Tanana Crossing-Grundser Tral to
Fairbanhs while: the route to Glennallen incdes part of the

Valdoz-Eaglo Trail

ESSENTIAL GOODS
Atnabascans traded with TENGHS 1o cbtain (1ems not aalisie
N ther awn regian. Atabascans raded animal hides.
 dacarsted moceasing birch waod bows With parcupine qut
. and el s (1 0 ke el ). uchrge
“Tiingits traced furs. decorative snells, cedar bark, eulachon oll,
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LINKING
ALASKA

Alaska’s vulnerablilty to Japanese attack justified
the need to bulld a military supply route to connect
the continental US. to Alaska.

STRATEGIC STEPPING STONE

Alasha was susceptinie to attack because of Its isolation; prier to WW, the onfy way to enter
Alasis wes by bast, plana or overiand by foot. Rough terain, fast-fowing rivers, distance. and

cost made building & road from the continental LS. ta Aleska difficult to justify. However, the
Japanese bombing of Dutch Harbor and imasion of the Aeutian ilands of Kiska and Mty
11942 wars il the justification needed. In January IF4Z. the LS. War Department approved
corstnaction of the Alaske-Canadian Highway [ALCAN)

ALCAN

The 1,390-mile ALCAM Highway was bullt by the bood and sweat of
over 10,000 men in elght grueling months. Construction cost $158
million and incieded 133 bridges. Although built for strategic defense
purposes. the ALCAN Highway became a new Ini for commence and
travel to Alasks.
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THE US. Army soldiers and engineers constructed
the Alaska-Canadian Highway (ALCAN) through

ARSH o sumisin oacome
f HIGHWAY 1

A PIONEER ROAD
The ruute was Tugged. unmagped. and oftentimes designed-
AR b s

Tuizheq that testad the fesolve of crew members Many buops
o the dauniting coid: the situaticn was worsened by the lack of
‘warm clathes, sultatle sheiter, and sufficient food. Amidst the
hardstipa. Lroops persevered, and on Nevember 20, 1942, alter
i @ight mentrs. 1 1 390-mile graved higgrway from Dirarson
Creak, Beitish Columbia to Dea Ainctian, Alaska was complete

v fewés ot 50 dercer elowr zesand ot
anaf oty Gnsindiy Seciome st £ inpaca

Of the seven engneering regments detaied to build he higway,
theee conssted of Hhack toops. The Black regiments weren't
‘given proper large canstruction equipment. irstead relying an
heir own muscle and determination to move tons of rock and
Trees. Thew perseverance paid oft and upon completion of the
ighway. the LS Army decorated many members of the black
rogments—33d, 58th, and 9Tth—for their exceptionsl affarts.
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TRAVELING
t TANANA

How would you travel from place to place If there were no roads?
Tanana Athabascans used the Tanana River, which means
“river trali” in Athabascan.

ATHABASCAN CULTURE

Trational Tanana Athabascan bnds. inchuding those of the Upper. Middie.
and Lower bands, were within the Tanana River watershed. The wsterways
warw residonts’ highways s they fraveled between sasonst game camps:
fish camps in spring. summer, and falt muskrat camps in spring: Dall's sheep
caimps in aummer &nd caribou carnps in dall and winter.

SWIFT AND BEAUTIFUL

Traditional Athabascan mns.lﬂ‘lhwnﬁwnm
ores used today They were functional works of art canstructed of birch
bark or moose hide and cottanwoad. Canstructien of the canoe was &

FROZEN TRAIL poup attak; with the men buikling the frame and caliacting the moose
During wintar, Athabescans ralied on snowshoos Instesd of watercraft to travel hide, and the women collecting Spruce Tats ta sew the cratt together,
the frozen Tanana. Snewshoes kept them from sinking into the deep saw as they The canoe was used for tensparting qoods and people, as wel as far
traversed traplings for fur-bearkng mamemals and visited other viliages for trade: Unilke fishing and henting on the Goantiful river.

 modern ahuminum snowshoes. histaric snowshoes weura made cut of birch bark and
masse srew. nmmmmmmmmmm
ing o brushy or previousty broxen trafs.

$90
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Selt Water People

Before this strip of land was called Front Street or Shore Avenue,
It weas simply the shore—a place that provided residents with a
connection to foed, clothing, and transportation. The sea was
an essential partner in survival to the ancient pecple who lived
i this area for over 6,000 years, and continues to be for the
upiat who dranw life and livelihood from its waters today.

i
@000

As Kotzebue grew from a village into a city, the beach—and
Front Street—continued to be the focus of life for the people
here. Families stored their umiat {skin boatsjon the beach,
offering the freedom of the open sea at their doorstep. In the e

summer it was a place to catch fish and dry them on the racks  ~- "“._";v-'-::"'v--m.,___ [ 1
that fined the avenue. During winter it was the launching
paint for ice fishing and hurting. Year round it was a place to
meet with friends and catch up on the local news,

Progress is not withaut its perils, The arrival of cars in Kotzebue added
“congestion and dust to Front Street, making the fish racks unusable. When the
= harbor was built, mary familbes upsradnﬂ o Iaraai' mdsm bom Im[ng the
umigt sitfing upon the sand. battles g sea
demanded bold charges. But HkE-tises 15 ot a two way stréat; with
mmnstrucﬁon of Shor mtﬂgﬂmm part of the tradition and culture
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The mouth of Chester Creek has
undergone numerous changes to become
the recreational hub so loved today.

Major alterations to the Chester Creek tidal estuary began when the
Alaska Railroad built an embankment and new trestle across the mouth
of the creek in 1934, In the 1950s and 1960s, neighborhood families
recreated at Romig Ski Hill and Ski Jump on the south side of the creek
Polka music, skiing lessons, and a Quonset warming hut enhanced the
experience for local skiers and jumpers.

Lagoonization

The Good Friday Earthquake of 1964 spurred a different
type of change. The railroad trestle needed to be rebuilt,
providing the opportunity to create the lagoon many
desired. A dam was constructed in the early 1970s,
filling the estuary and creating Westchester Lagoon.

Recreation

Today, residents and visitors access Westchester
Lagoon via flanking greenway trails and city streets for
year-round recreation. Migrating and nesting birds and
popular trails attract people in spring, summer, and fall,
while the frozen lagoon and greomed trails teem with
skaters and skiers during winter.




Welcome to

% Alpine I—lis-l'.m»ical Da'r'k

T - Hisﬁm’*q, Naiur’e, ana Cul’cum:
Tl'tona are just a Fmv nF the ‘Llﬂingq that make the WmA and w::d‘.e'r
Alpine Historical Park a popular stop for travelers 5% inie o i a e seip i caion T
a|on3 the Gv|enn Hial’amq Nafnmai Scenic quaq. It‘;’::p":r::: l‘;.:’f.’.'::;f;'l'ﬂ ;ﬂ:ﬁ::::m

Park Feature:

Recorded stories and songs can be heard in the
Athabascan Winter Lodge. The Lucas House was &
Chickaloon mine officer’s quarters. The ariginal “Old
Timars Hall of Fame” is Iocated in the Mary Geist
House, and the first Sutton Post Office is nest door:
Fictorial exhibit of Ahtna Athabscan culture, coal mining
and Glenn Highway construction are displayed In the
Bunk House. The mining/road construction Powder
House les adjacent to the washery foundation.

Following Footsteps

Our cultural history is defined by the people who have
lived here for thousands of years, and those who came
relatively recently 1o reap the ares's bounty and build
new lives. Ahtna Athabascans, coal miners, railroad
workers, and homesteadaers have called, and will
continue to call, this corridor home,

{

el

Thie manoll it S o'
gardens, historic structures, and exhibits.




Alpine Historical Park

If You Build [¢, TreGemboherisdenae

Can you imagine this place without i#?
Tl'\Ol] %" COI"I'lO

Nai:m‘c Higl\vaq

The Matanuska Glacier helped carve a wide path through the Chugach and
Talkeetna mountain ranges. As the glacier receded, people naturally followed,
establishing a connection between communities in Alaska's interior and the coast.
In the late nineteenth century, the highly contagious gold fever caused a rush

of people to Alaska. In response, the U5, Government sent teams to investigate
routes to the gold fields. Under the leadership of Captain Edwin Glenn, Lieutenant
Joseph Castner explored & rough trail through the Matanuska River valley in 1898.

quing the Tmclﬂ

Castrer's report promated the Matanuska Valley as a pack trail and also boasted of its
coal deposits, The LS. Navy wanted to use Matanuska Valley coal, but lacked an efficient
way to transport [t until a rallroad reached Chickaloon in 1917. The raifroad bed and pack

trails provided the main connections for local residents until 1941 With Werld War
I looming, It was suddenty imperative to connect the military bases in Anchorage a
to the rest of the United States and this valley provided the corridor.

Bﬂ'nging %u He‘r‘e

ite and j tore through the land: starting in June
1941. During the next four years, workers built a road on the remnants
of the ald pack trail and railroad. A base camp sprouted in Sutton
and up 1o 600 men worked round-the-clock shifts during the peak of
eonstruction. 1t was rowsgh and bumpy at first, but the newly built
Glenn Highway carved through the landscape much like
the glacier once had, This new man-made path
opened the valley to miners, naw types of
businesses, hamesteaders, and
travelers like you.




Historical Park

Alpi

|ngrea||en{'.s Fm' Success

Tl'ne Tesources oF the Matanusim

\/fa'teq, ;nc'qug its peopie, create a
cornucopia oF natural wealth.

TI‘}B %'J Aa}vaniaga

Throughout history, Athabascans thrived off the
bountiful reseurces of this valley—fishing, hunting, and
gathering, using what they needed and leaving the rest, E

Cul‘hm-han N:Jc l:lmmv “-'

Az part of the federal New Deal program, 202 families

relocated here in 1935 from the upper Midwest and became

known as ﬂe Matanuska Calony. The program. helped families

recaver from the Great Depression and unlock Alaska's =
agricultural potential. They produced enough food to feed: > *
'th!msahresald supply the military bases in Anchorage, "'

(¥

3 Fertile soil and hard work still combine
1o rnalte the Maﬁanmlm \cé"eq AFGSIIG’F

I@ﬂalmg pmJum O‘F pah:toes carrots,

lettuce, mu:aga ard mere.
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Iving Neﬂl:wovl-i

Ti'le Ma‘l:anuslm \/:"eq's ecosystem is an intricate
network oF diverse, interconnected elements.

ch and Connectec:l

Carved In part by the Matanuska Glacier and the bralded
41 ' Matanuska River, this long valley between the Chugach
1,,t = and Talkeetna mountains is home to an intricate,
You too are a pa OF -t IS: interdependent, and constantly changing ecosystem, The
plants, animals, fungi, microscopic organisms, and soils of

this valley exist here because the area’s geclogy, hydrology,
and climate create the perfect conditions for them.

Do B T

‘Within this ecosystem, moose, taribou, black and brown bears,'
~ bad eagles, and salmoen are among the most photographed -
-a'ﬁimah' Blooming fireweed takes center stage, creating striking
‘_""‘ 5& expanses of vivid color. Birch, alder, spruce, and cottonwood

trogs dominate our hills and valleys, providing habitat for many -

 species aof wildlife. Fossils and petrified trees reveal that elm,
 magnella, sequoia, pine, and cak once grew In the surrounding
hills. Petrified trees and fossils are displayed within the park.

animals are mmmw wrces for

penple of this valley and have | been fnl
h thousands of years. Pla :
“and berries provide food,
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The peopie o‘F Naq dini'aa [\jcar (Clﬂtcl{a1oon)
are part oF an ancient colture that has met

Derne

The Aktna and Dena'ing Athabascans, or Dene’ (People], have occupied this
area for of years with an that Makeftani [Creator)
put them here te stéward and live in harmony with the land, water, animals,
and each other. Before the 1900, the Deme” were nomadic and traveled
extensively within the Copper River and Cook Inlet areas, lollowing seasonal
food sources and trading resources along the established trail systems.

Colonization and forced assimilation in the 1900s changed the fives of the
Dene’ and jeopardized their ancient culture. Gold and coal mines in the
warty 18005 resulied in a military presence, filroad development, and
environmental destruction. Later, the Glenn Highway was constructed and
staked claims, privatizing much of the traditional Dene” territory.
The introduction of alcohol and diseases resulted in widespread Hiness and
death, and boarding schools led to generations estranged from their clan
structures, language, culture, and traditional lifeways.

|_iving Culture

Tha Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act was passad in 1971
and Tribal Elders formally established the Chickaloon Village
Traditional Council to reassert the Tribe's identity and unify its
citizens. It became a federally recognized Tribal government
in 1682, and today it provides services to the eotire
community. Chickaloon Native Village continues ta be a
vibrant, innovative, and rich demmil

ancient past and living theird

i
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There's Coal in Them

avea s coal clsposits toalg million oF
years to Fm’m and uniq a Few years to mine,
Fo‘r'eva'r' cl'langing the swwunc:]ing va”eq,

Stm'sal -Enangq

Essentially, we get coal from sunshine. Hundreds of millons of years

ago, swampy forests covered different parts of the earth. Plants in these
swamps thrived using energy from the sun. When they died, they created
@ layer of stored energy at the bottom of the swamp. Over time, dirt, rocks,
and water covered and trapped the plant matter. Heat and pressure caused
chemical and physical changes that eventually created coal.

[’
|
1
|
{

In the late 18805, government explorers documented

many varieties of coal deposits in the Matanuska Valley including
Hignite, subbituminous, bituminous, and anthracite. Most of the coal
remained untouched wntil 1913-1914 when the U.5, Navy saw its
walue a5 a fued source for the Pacific Fleet, By 1917, railroad tracks
reached Chickaloon and over 45,000 short tons of coal shipped

out of the Matanuska Valley that year.

Mal‘.anurlﬁa Mil’lB‘-’

operated and privately d mines
hundreds of hard-working people. However, by 1522, the
Navy began using diesel instead of coal and turned their
mines over to the Alaska Engineering Commission to power
the Alaska Railroad and local homes, Mining continued
sparadically in the Matanuska Valley, mostly supporting
nearby railroad and military operations. The enengetic
mining activity from 1914-1922 and subsequent strip
mining left a lasting impression.







Baking Your Heritage Tourism Program

What to do:

& if your don’t have time,

s if you dislike “baking,”

5o If you want someone W|th more expenence to “bake” your program
s Or if you JUSt want someone to edlt for you or gnve you adwce’P

CaII or emall Alaska State Parks Interpretatlon
and Educatlon Program' - s o

emily.angel@alaska.gov | | (907) 269-8742
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