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Welcome to

For more information: - Fishing Along the Kenai Peninsula Fishing the Rivers and Lakes

] o ‘ Cook Inlet and its tributaries offer an abundance Fish of the same species can differ in color
Kenai/Prince William Sound Area of options for anglers. Bank fishing, shore-based depending on when and where they are caught.

Headquarters and Ranger Station fishing, drifting, catch-and-release, dipnetting, Salmon are difficult to identify by color alone
Morgans Landing State Recreation Area Welcome ! and guided fishing are just a few of the (especially when spawning). If you're not sure-the
(907) 262-5581 opportunities available. tail can tell the tale. King
Welcome to the state parks of the Western Kenai (Oncorhynchus
Kenai River Special Management Area Peninsula Coast. This area offers a number of state el
P.O. Box 1247 park facilities with camping, boating, hiking, skiing, Know Before You Go
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 ATVing, wildlife viewing, and of course, fishing!

Fishing regulations may change annually or by

DNR Public Information Center . The peninsula offers so many options. Look for emergency order at any time in the season. Check
550 W 7th Ave., Suite 1360 e Ste l,. e l educational signage that introduces you to the for regulation updates before fishing at King (chinook): Black mouth and gums. Blue-grey
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 r) r) a peninsula’s history, wildlife, rivers, forests, coastal www.adfg.alaska.gov. : back with small irregular spots and silvery sides.

(907) 269-8400 areas, and everything in between. Additional : : . e Small black spots across the tail. Silver (coho):
information may be found within the Kenai River *% °* Complete your harvest records immediately : Black mouth with white gums. Blue-green back

P e n i n S u l a . Special Management Area (KRSMA) and Kachemak for chinook/king salmon. > 8  with small black spots and silvery sides. Small black

Bay State Park brochures. spots on the upper lobe of the tail. Reds (sockeye):

Designated riverbanks are seasonally closed Dark blue back with no spots and silvery sides. No
in order to conserve sensitive riparian habitat spots on tail.

for fish and wildlife. _ Silver

(Oncorhynchus
kisutch)

(Oncorhynchus nerka)

Area History B G : R e S e g s e = Steelhead/Rainbow Trout: Although they differ in

life cycle, color, shape, and appearance, steelhead
and rainbow trout are the same species. Steelhead
migrate like salmon while rainbow are full-time
river residents. They can be positively identified by
the 8-12 rays in the anal fin, a mouth that does not
extend past the back of the eye, and a lack of teeth
at the base of the tongue.

The Western Kenai Peninsula has been inhabited _ A — : : :
for thousands of years. The earliest archeological e : i _ ‘ ‘ Photo courtesy of Sheryl Maree Reily

sites were occupied between 8,000 and 10,000 i i e s Goatte i ST e e 00 T Sl

years ago, not long after glaciers receded from the oo R RS T i Sl TN i R A Vi e i Sl e S T S Land Acknowledgment
area. Intensive salmon fishing began at least 2,000 S e BT R o R AN e e ey S

years ago by the Riverine Kachemak, and later by : i : ey R e : \ i
today's Kahtnuht'ana Dena'ina. Both cultures were - TR W\ Dena'inaq Etnena Ch'tiyux*

not only attracted by salmon, but also offshore , \

fish, moose, and caribou. Today, the peninsula !

continues to provide food for locals, other = ] Ml The Kenai Peninsula is known to the Indigenous
Alaskans, and people around the world. / / @ Kahtnuht'ana Dena'ina as Yaghanen,* or “the good

(You are walking on Dena’ina Land.) Steelhead / Rainbow Trout

(Oncorhynchus mykiss)

land.” Alaska State Parks acknowledges that these
facilities are located within traditional Dena’ina
etnena, Dena’'ina homeland.

Dolly Varden, Arctic Grayling, and Arctic Char are
other Kenai Peninsula fresh-water favorites.

*Outer Cook Inlet Dena‘ina Language Halibut fishing, Deep Creek SRA . ‘ T — e
- (Salvelinus malma)
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WESTERN KENAI
PENINSULA COAST:
AMENITIES

o Captain Cook SRA (see inset)

RIBRNBEEER

Kasilof River SUA (see inset)
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Kasilof River SRS
=] a) 7] U}

Old Kasilof Landing SRS
ili]-af s

Crooked Creek SRA
ili] al

Upper Kasilof River SRA
2N

Johnson Lake SRA
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Clam Gulch SRA

Ninilchik SRA (see inset)
BINBEEE

Deep Creek SRA (see inset)

Stariski SRS
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Anchor River SRA (see inset)

Baycrest Overlook

Eveline SRA
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Winds of Change

Whether traveling on fresh or salt water, be aware
of changes to wind, tide, and weather. Cook Inlet

and larger lakes are subject to sudden high winds
and rapidly growing waves. Be prepared!

Tidal Awareness

Best laid plans can go astray by simply not
planning for tidal variations. In some areas, tides
and rivers dictate a successful crossing. Plan to
navigate the tides, give yourself extra time, and
know when to turn back. Always share your travel
itinerary and be willing to alter your plans to
remain safe.

Time & Tide

Add a tide book to your critical equipment list
and don't leave home without it.

M Foop
M WATER

Boating Safety

No one expects boating emergencies, but they
happen — always be prepared. Most boating
fatalities involve a capsize or a fall overboard.
Without a life jacket, even the best swimmers

are at high risk of drowning due to cold water
immersion. The first and most important step in
surviving a boating emergency is to ALWAYS wear
a life jacket.

Life Jackets Save Lives!

Both state and federal laws require that a life
jacket for every person onboard be readily
accessible. Children under the age of 13 must
wear a life jacket at all times when in an open
boat or on deck.

Save it for the Shore

Alcohol use is a leading contributing factor in
fatal boating accidents. Please boat responsibly
and save the drinking until you're safely back on
shore.

Cook-to-KBay Beach Trail

Join us in working with communities,
associations, and local businesses to formalize
a primary route and access points for this new
beach trail (with a few work-arounds over
bridges and hazardous areas).

The roughly 130-mile trail from Captain Cook
SRA to Kachemak Bay State Park is passable by
bike if you have the keen know-how and plan
accordingly. Be mindful of tides, river-crossings,
changing weather, winds, wildlife, and setnetters!

With many access points, you have the
freedom to start or stop the journey wherever
you like, either tackling the trail in one go or
over a few visits.

TEAM UP! There are public facilities, including
many on this map, for stops and stay-overs
along the way. Non-bikers can share in the
journey by coordinating to meet up with bikers
by setting up camp and prepping meals at
important stops along the way!

Always wear a life jacket
when in an open boat or
on an open deck.

Carry emergency
communication and
distress signaling devices
on your person.

Attach the engine cut-off
device when underway.

Equip the boat with
at least one means of
reboarding.

File a float plan and find
more information at;

PledgeToliveAK.org.

For boating regulations and
educational resources, visit:

AlaskaBoatingSafety.org.
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