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    Park Facility 
Snowmobile 
      Status 

 New  
Snow 

  Ave.  
 Snow 
 Depth 

                                   Conditions 

Gold Mint Trailhead OPEN  3” 51” Parking & camping fee. No cash accepted. 

Gold Mint Trail NON-MOTOR   3” 51+” Foot/ski packed for first 2 miles. 

Archangel Trailhead NON-MOTOR  3”  53” $ 5 parking fee. Cash only.  Ski trail groomed 3/7 
Archangel Valley OPEN  3” 53+” Variable snow depths. 
Fishhook Trailhead OPEN  3” 53” Parking & camping fee. No cash accepted. 

Independence Mine Bowl NON-MOTOR  4” 57” Parking fee. No cash accepted. Ski trail groomed 3/7 

Summit Lake SRS OPEN   4” 34-50” Variable snow depths. 

Mile 16 Ski Run NON-MOTOR   4” 53” Beware of hazards hidden in the snow. Packed and tracked. 

A nice little refresh dropped some soft new snow early in the week and snow is in the forecast for Saturday night with a 
possibility continuing Sunday through Tuesday. Roads and parking areas are good to go for now. Beware of ice around fee 
stations/latrines. 
 
Expect the area to be busier than normal due to the Arctic Winter Games (3/10 – 3/16) and MatSu Borough School District 
Spring Break (3/9 – 3/17.) Although no events are being held on State managed land, events held at Skeetawk will increase 
vehicle traffic and the closure to the public of the Government Peak Recreation Area will likely result in increased cross-country 
ski users in the area. Arrive early to secure parking. Parking along and in the roadway is prohibited. Impeding snow removal by 
DOT prevents others from accessing the area and can be a serious safety hazard for travelers along the road. 
 
Hatcher Pass is an AVALANCHE HAZARD AREA . Visit hpavalanche.org for the forecast Saturday morning at 7AM and view 
Current Weather Information. Always carry a beacon, shovel and probe and continue to practice their use. Avalanche beacon 
checkers are located at Gold Mint, Fishhook and Independence Bowl fee stations. See attached Avalanche Hazard map for 
known avalanche paths.  
 
SNOWMACHINE INFORMATION: ALL WINTER MOTORIZED AREAS OPEN 
Please see the attached map and FAQ for general riding/parking information. Remain within motorized boundaries to reduce 
conflict with other users. Snowmachines must be currently registered and properly displayed to operate on public lands. 

A $5 day-use fee or annual parking pass is required at most trailheads throughout the area. 
2024 Annual Parking and Boat Launch Passes are available online at AlaskaStateParks.org or in-person at AKtive Soles 

located at 984 N Meridian Place in Wasilla or 642 S. Alaska St. Suite 100 in Palmer. 
Click the link to visit Alaska State Parks online for current conditions and for questions, call (907) 745-3975. 

https://hpavalanche.org/
https://hpavalanche.org/weather/
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm


 

     Hatcher Pass – East Side, 
     Summit Lake and Independence Mine 

     Winter Recreation Conditions 
 

                     March 8, 2024 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     Hatcher Pass – East Side, 
     Summit Lake and Independence Mine 

     Winter Recreation Conditions 
 

                     March 8, 2024 

Snowmachine FAQ 
 
Where do I park? 
Parking for trucks without trailers is available at Mile 17.5 (just below Hatcher Pass lodge on the left.) Parking 
for vehicles with trailers is available at Gold Mint (large parking lot at the hairpin turn before going up the hill) 
and Fishhook (large parking lot on the right just past mile 16.) All parking areas are marked with a brown 
snowmachine sign. No parking or unloading at Independence Bowl. (large parking lot past Hatcher Pass 
Lodge) 
 
Why does my snowmachine have to be registered? 
AS 28.39.010:  A person may not operate a snowmobile within the state unless the snowmobile has been 
registered and numbered as required by this chapter. 
 
Snowmachine registration dollars go into the SnowTRAC program which is now administered by the 
Department of Transportation.  Groups around the state, including the Hatcher Pass Snow Riders Club, 
receive these funds to groom trails and improve motorized access throughout the state. HPSRC has already 
been out working to mark the trail this season and will begin grooming after equipment maintenance is 
complete. Groomed trails provide more access to grow the community. 
 
Visit https://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/reg/snow.htm or your local DMV for more information about how to 
register a snowmachine. 
 
Where can I ride? See attached map. All areas in red are non-motorized. 
Fishhook to Summit Lake is open providing access to the West Side of Hatcher Pass. Follow the trail markers 
from Fishhook and either continue to Hatcher Pass Lodge (private property) or cross the road to follow 
Willow-Fishhook to the West Side. 
 
Gold Mint to Archangel Valley is open. Trail is marked. Boundaries marked by no snowmachine signs. Stay off 
the groomed ski trail and cross only at the designated, marked point. 
 
Gold Mint to Fishhook is open. Trail is marked. Boundaries marked by no snowmachine signs. Stay off the 
groomed ski trail and cross only between yellow markers. 
 
What can I ride? 
A snowmachine is defined by regulation as a self-propelled vehicle that: 
- is primarily designed or altered for travel on snow or ice;  
- has a curb weight of not more than 1,500 pounds;  
- is not more than 72 inches wide; 
- is supported in part by skis, belts, or cleats; 

https://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/reg/snow.htm
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