
State Area Plan Revisions Affecting Willow Sub-Basin and Susitna Plans 
 
For the past 25 years the use of state land in the area from Wasilla to the Talkeetna Y has been guided by 
the Willow Sub-Basin Area Plan (WSAP) and the South Parks Highway portion of the Susitna Area Plan 
(SAP), which the State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) adopted in 1982 and 1985 respectively.  
The amount of land owned by the state has decreased markedly during that period and the state is no longer 
the principal land owner in this area.  Instead, the Borough, Mental Health Trust, University of Alaska, and 
CIRI are principal owners.  Very little state land remains in areas near major population areas and that 
which remains consists of remnant parcels of generally small size.  Our area plans have a design life of 
about 15-20 years and the WSAP and SAP need updating so that DNR decision making is based on more 
current information and therefore more pertinent.  
 
Since July, DNR has had a number of meetings with the City of Houston and a variety of community 
councils, including Big Lake, WACO, ‘Y’, Talkeetna, and Trapper Creek.  The vast majority of state land 
coincides with this city and these community councils.  The purpose of these meetings has been to describe 
what constitutes an area plan, why this plan is being revised, and the general process and timeframe for 
plan review and approval.    In general, however, these plans function as the basis for state management of 
surface resources and land use, with decisions by the various DNR divisions (principally Agriculture, 
Forestry, Mining/Land/Water) to be based on the plan designations and management intent requirements 
identified in the area plan.  The entity responsible for plan development in DNR is the Resource 
Assessment and Development Section (RADS) within the Division of Mining, Land, and Water, and it is 
this entity that has been conducting the public meetings that have occurred in August, September, October, 
and November.  In addition to describing the planning process, the other major thrust of these meetings has 
been to identify the way that people use state land and how they would see that land used in the future.   
 
We have completed the first round of community scoping meetings and are preparing a Public Review 
Draft (PRD) of a revised WSAP.  Area plans that are prepared by RADS in the last ten years have a similar 
but not identical format to the 1982 WSAP.  The principle chapters are Two and Three. Chapter 2 describes 
areawide policies and management guidelines that affect state land throughout the planning area.  Plan 
designations and management intent for specific parcels of state land are contained in Chapter 3.  Because 
of the use of GIS technology and the needs of DNR status plats, individual parcels of state land are 
identified in the revised plan – in the 1982 WSAP generalized information for large geographic areas was 
provided.  Chapter 1 consists of an introduction and Chapter 4, with implementation requirements, which 
are fairly straightforward for the revised WSAP.  State selections and municipal selections are usually a 
large component of Chapter 4 but neither of these is dealt with at length in the revised plan since both the 
borough’s and state selections have been completed. 
 
The PRD should be completed shortly and published in late December or January.  It will be distributed to 
the public at that time and, depending on when it is published, either a 45 or 60 day review will be 
provided.  After the formal comment period, RADS will prepare an issue-response summary that identifies 
all of the substantive issues raised during public review and will indicate whether the PRD needs to be 
modified.  If it needs to be modified, a specific recommendation(s) will be developed.  It will probably take 
between 1-2 months to complete this review. The Commissioner will then adopt the plan, including any 
modifications to it; a 20 day reconsideration period is provided thereafter.  To get information or provide 
input contact: 
 
Mail: Resource Assessment and Development Section 
 550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1050 
 Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 
Phone: (907) 269-8534  or  Fax: (907) 269-8915 
Email: ray.burger@alaska.gov 
 



The State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, complies with Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary aides, services or special 
modifications to participate in the review may contact the above number, email or the TDD 269-8411. 
 
Map of planning area (affected lands are colored blue) 
1982 Willow Sub-Basin Area Plan
1985 Susitna Area Plan
Aerial photo maps showing state land units: 
 Northern region
 Southwest region
 Eastern region

http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/planning/areaplans/willow-rev2/willowmap2.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/planning/areaplans/willow/index.cfm
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/planning/areaplans/susitna/index.cfm
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/planning/areaplans/willow-rev2/willownorth.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/planning/areaplans/willow-rev2/willowsouthwest.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/planning/areaplans/willow-rev2/willoweastern.pdf

