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HOw TO USE THIS PLAN

Although this plan is lengthy, it is organized for ease of use. The plan has two main sections:

Chapter 2 includes land management policies that apply throughout the planning area. It i.s
organized by types of land uses or resources, such as fish and wildlife, settlement, and trail
management.

Chapter 3 describes the management intent for each of eight subregions in the planning area. Itis
organized by geographic area.

In addition, Chapter 1 presents an introduction to the plan and summarizes the plan’s overall goals.
Chapter 4 describes actions that will implement the plan.

Examples of how to use the plan are shown below. The Table of Contents is on the following page.

EXAMPLES:
If you want to know how the plan affects a Chapter 2
particular land use or resource -- for example, AREAWIDE LAND

mining, wildlife habitat, or land sales -- turn to
Chapter 2 for general policies that apply to the
entire planning area. For example, pages 2-19
through 2-23 present policies on state land sales
for the Tanana Basin Area.

If you want to know how the plan affects a Chapter 3
particular place -- for example, a parcel on the LAND MANAGEMENT

Goodpaster River -- turn to Chapter 3. The POLICIES FOR EACH

planning area is divided into 8 subregions. Sub- MANAGEMENT UNIT
regions are shown on the index map on page 3-1.

Use this index map to find which subregion your
place is in. Then use the maps at the end of that
subregion to find the management unit. Then
turn to that management unit in Chapter 3. For
example, you’ll find the Goodpaster River in
Subregion 7, Management Unit 7D, on page S
3-215. T
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STATE OF ALASKE [ moermencome

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ARGHORAGE, ALASKA 98510.7008

PHONE: (907) 561-2020
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

The Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources finds that the amendment for
management units 7B, 7C, 7D, and 7E of the Tanana Basin Area Plan, and for the Chapter 4
sections Research and Monitoring, and Issues to Address In Next Plan Update, and Appendix
G, 1991 Goodpaster Review Working Group, meets the requirements of AS 38.04.065 and 11
AAC 55.010-.030 for land use plans, and hereby adopts the amendment. The Department of
Natural Resources will manage state land within these management units consistent with this
amendment.

WC/% 7/8’/?/

Harold Heinze, Commissioner - Daté
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game assisted the Department of Natural Resources in
preparing this amendment to the Tanana Basin Area Plan. We appreciate the opportunity to
represent fish and wildlife habitat, harvest, and public use values during the development of the
amendments. The Department of Fish and Game will use the plan as guidance when
implementing its authorities and when reviewing and commenting on proposed uses of state lands
in the planning area.

Uit

Date

Carl Rosier, Commissioner
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
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3700 AIRPORT WAY
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The Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources finds that the Tanana Basin
Area Plan meets the requirements of AS 38.04.065 and 11 AAC 55.010-.030 for land use
plans and hereby adopts the plan for Management Unit 7D. The Department of Natural
Resources will manage state lands within the planning area consistent with this plan. The
1990 update of the Tanana Basin Area Plan amends the Tanana Basin Area Plan and
supersedes the area plan adopted in 198S.
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Rod Swope, Commissioner \J Date
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game assisted the Department of Natural Resources
in preparing the Tanana Basin Area Plan, 1990 Update. We appreciate the opportunity to
represent fish and wildlife habitat, harvest, and public use values during the development
of the plan. The Department of Fish and Game will use the plan as guidance when
implementing its authorities and when reviewing and commenting on proposed uses of state
lands in the planning area for Management Unit 7D.
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
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ERRATA

Please note the following map errors in the 1991 Tanana Basin Area Plan, and correct your
plan maps accordingly:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Map C-1, Appendix C (Mineral Closure & Leasehold Location Areas): Land
along the Robertson River is incorrectly shown as a leasehold location area. This
land is open to mineral entry (T20N R7E and T20N R8E, Copper River Meridian).

Map 3-3, Subregion 1 West (Fairbanks North Star Borough): There is an
unlabeled block of land in T2N R3W. This land is part of the Tanana Valley State
Forest.

Map 3-4, Subregion 1 Inset Map 1 (Fairbanks Parcels): There is an error in the
legend. State Selected lands should be shown with a "+" pattern.

The Summary Map (in the back pocket of the plan): This map is incorrectly
dated. The date should be "1991", not "June 1991."



Tuly 21, 1992

Greetings!

Here it is at last -- the updated Tanana Basin Area Plan. We hope that you find this update
clarifies and improves on the 1985 plan. We are pleased to have maps that show detailed
land status and designations, and that will stay attached to the plan. Please note the errata
sheet on the back of this page, and make the necessary corrections in your copy of the plan.

This updated Tanana Basin Area Plan replaces four previous plans: the 1985 Tanana Basin
Area Plan, the 1982 Delta-Salcha Area Plan, the Nenana-Totchaket Management Plan, and
the draft Little Chena Management Plan. If you have copies of these plans, you should toss
them or file them in dead files. They should be used only as past history, not for current
management.

Copies of the updated plan have been sent to the following locations:

* DNR offices in Anchorage, Juneau, Delta Junction, Tok, and Fairbanks,
* city, borough, and Native corporation offices in the planning area, and
* all state libraries.

Copies of the plan can be purchased for 10 dollars or reviewed at the
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Land
3700 Airport Way
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

A newsletter is also available, at no charge, that contains the summary map and information
similar to the plan’s back-pocket map. For copies of the newsletter or for more information,
contact me at 451-2700.

Project Manager

Alaska Department of Natural Resources

Land & Resources Section
3700 Airport Way
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708
(907) 451-2700

Alaska Department of

NATURAL

RESOURCES
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apter 1

INTRODUCTION

SUMMARY OF PURPOSE

This document is the 1990 update of the Tanana Basin
AreaPlan. The plan designates the uses that will occur
on state lands within the Tanana Basin. It shows areas
to be sold for private use and areas to be retained in
state ownership. It does notdirectland uses for private,
borough, or federal land, nor does it direct land uses for
areas already legislatively designated for specific pur-
poses, such as parks or wildlife refuges.

HOW THIS DOCUMENT

Because more than one use is allowed on most state
lands, the plan establishes guidelines that allow
various uses to occur without serious conflicts. For
example, on lands intended for residential use, the
plan explains how public access to streams and trails
will be maintained.

IS ORGANIZED

This plan has four chapters. Chapter 1 includes a brief
description of the planning area, the reasons why a plan
isnecessary forthe Tanana Basin, the types of decisions
made by the plan, an introduction to the planning
process and the agencies involved in developing the
plan, a brief description of plan implementation and
modification, and a summary of the land designations
for six major resources.

Chapter 2 includes an overview of the goals and
management guidelines that affect each major
resource or type of land use, and the basic policies
for agriculture, cultural resources, fish and wildlife
habitat, forestry, lakeshore management, materials,
public access, recreation and tourism, remote cabins,
settlement, stream corridors and instream flow, sub-
surface resources, trail management, transportation,
trapping cabins, and wetland management.

Chapter 3 includes detailed descriptions of the land
use designations in the plan’s eight subregions. The
subregions are major geographic subdivisions of the
Basin. Each subregion is divided into management
units (of which there are 108 in the planning area),
which are generally homogeneous with respect to
their resources, topography, and land ownership.

For each management unit, there is a statement of
management intent, management guidelines, a chart
listing primary and secondary land uses, prohibited
land uses, and recommended land classifications,
and maps that show designated land uses.

Chapter 4 discusses specific actions necessary to
implement the plan. These actions include recom-
mendations for legislative designation, proposed
state land selections, land use classifications, and
mineral orders. The Public Trust Doctrine, manage-
ment of the Tanana Valley State Forest, transporta-
tion corridors, and trail management are also
discussed. This chapter also explains about
municipal entitlements, discusses instream flow
reservation studies, describes a proposed land trade,
and lists issues to address in the next plan update.
The last section of this chapter contains the proce-
dures for changing the plan.

* The appendices offer a variety of support materials

for information presented in the plan: a glossary, a
list of important trails in the planning area, mineral
orders, settlement information, population figures,
related publications, the Goodpaster Review Work-
ing Group, and an index.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AREA

The Tanana River Basin is one of interior Alaska’s
largest drainages, encompassing over 21 million
acres (see Map 1-1, page 1-3). The basin is bounded
by the Yukon-Tanana Uplands on the north, the
Canadian border on the east, the Alaska Range on the
south, and the Kuskokwim Mountains on the west.

To organize the planning process for such a large and
diverse region, the planning area was divided into
seven major subregions. The boundaries of these
subregions--Fairbanks North Star Borough, Lower
Tanana, Kantishna, Parks Highway/West Alaska
Range, East Alaska Range, Upper Tanana, and
Delta-Salcha are shown on Map 3-1, page 3-1. An
eighth subregion, Remnant Rivers, includes lands
beneath navigable waters that are not adjacent to
state lands.

The State of Alaska owns or has selected ap-
proximately 14.5 million acres in the planning area.
In addition, 1.7 million acres of federal lands are
proposed for selection by the state. The lands that
the state has selected or has proposed for selection
include approximately 1.6 million acres of land
within military reservations.

Of the remaining land, approximately 112,000 acres
are owned by the Fairbanks North Star Borough; 2.4
million acres are owned by Native village and
regional corporations; 771,800 acres are within the
Tetlin Indian Reservation; 739,360 acres are in
federal Conservation System Units (the Tetlin
Wildlife Refuge and the Delta Wild and Scenic River
System); and over 250,000 acres are in other private
ownership.Five areas within the planning area have
been designated by the Alaska State Legislature:
Tanana Valley State Forest, Chena River State
Recreation Area, Minto Flats State Game Refuge,
Creamers Field State Game Refuge, and the
Goldstream Public Use Area. These areas are (or
soon will be) specifically addressed by management
plans.

The 1989 population of the planning area was ap-
proximately 79,396. Most people live within the
Fairbanks North Star Borough. (See Appendix E;
Population of Communities within the Tanana Basin
Planning Area).

WHY PLAN FOR THE USE OF PUBLIC LAND

Management of state lands greatly influences physi-
cal development patterns and general quality of life
in the Tanana Basin. Major development projects
such as mining, timber harvests, and agriculture
influence local job opportunities. Land sold for
residential or private recreational use affects the
character of community life, as does land retained
for hunting, fishing, and other public uses. Because
use of state land affects the physical landscape and
quality of life, an open public process of deciding
how to manage that land is essential.

The Tanana Basin planning process openly reviewed
resource information and public concems prior to
making long-range decisions about public land
management. It also resolved conflicting land use
objectives and made clear to the public what choices
were made and the reasons for those choices.

Public land managers make decisions about land use,
such as whether to issue permits for roads, timber
harvests, or sand and gravel extraction. Managers
need clear, consistent guidelines for their decisions.
Land use plans establish long-range commitments
for the use of public land and provide clear policies
for public land management.

Land use plans can be valuable for private land-
owners. If the state is publicly committed to land use
patterns and policies, private investors can make
decisions about their own land. For example, if
someone is contemplating developing a subdivision
next to state or borough land, it is important to know
if the public land is likely to become a gravel pit or
a recreation area.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

WHAT DECISIONS ARE MADE BY THE PLAN

The Tanana Basin Area Plan determines major land
uses on state lands within the planning area. These
uses are described in a management intent statement

for each management unit. The plan also sets
management guidelines for the various resources.
The plan will serve as a preliminary decision on land
use action on state lands within the Basin.

LAND USE DESIGNATIONS

The plan designates surface and subsurface uses for
each management unit. Surface uses are designated
primary if they are major surface uses; the unit will
be managed to encourage its use, conservation or
development. A secondary use is permitted when its
occurrence will not adversely affect achieving the
objectives for the primary uses.

Generally few surface designations are made for
minerals, because minerals are covered in subsur-
face designations, which are either "open" or
"closed.” Development of subsurface resources is
covered by the plan according to statutory and con-
stitutional laws for ail lands open to mineral entry or
lease. A surface designation for primary use
minerals is made in certain cases where intensive
mineral exploration or production of statewide sig-

nificance is occurring, oris likely to occur in the near
term (5-10 years). In these cases, mining is a major
surface use.

The plan also identifies prohibited uses within each
management unit. These are uses that will not be
allowed in the management unit without specific
reconsideration and plan amendment through an
open public process. In an area identified as critical
habitat, for example, year-round roads are some-
times prohibited. Uses that are not specifically
prohibited may be allowed on a case-by-case basis,
if the Alaska Department of Natural Resources deter-
mines the proposed uses are consistent with the
statement of management intent for the unit.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AREAS

In some remote areas, lands are designated for resource
management rather than for a more specific designa-
tion, such as settlement or forestry. The resource
management designation means that the land will be

" retained in public ownership until the plan is revised

(approximately every five years), or until new roads,
new information, or development proposals make it
necessary to review the resource management desig-
nation and assign a more specific classification, such
as agriculture or wildlife habitat. Until the designation
is reviewed, the land will be managed for existing
public uses. Changes in resource management desig-
nations must be reviewed by an interagency planning
team and the public.

There are two types of resource management areas:

High Value Resource Management. Some lands
have resources that can support different and con-
flicting land uses. However, the distance from road
access or other factors make it unlikely that these
lands will be developed in the near term. For ex-
ample, areas with valuable agricultural soils often
support good habitat or stands of timber suitable for
long term forest management. Existing information
is often inadequate to determine the best long range
use of these lands. These lands are given a “high
value resource management” designation, and the
values associated with the particular area are listed.

Low Value Resource Management. Remote lands
with no highly valuable resources identified (mainly
high mountain areas, glaciers, and occasionaliy large
bogs), are designated "low value resource manage-
ment." These lands may contain one or more
resource values, but none are of sufficiently high
value to merit designation as a primary use.

Tanana Basin Area Plan



Chapter 1 - Introduction

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Most public lands are intended to be managed for  serious conflicts. Management guidelines can direct
multiple use. The plan establishes management the timing, amount, or specific location of different
guidelines that allow various uses to occur without activities, making the allowed uses compatible.

HOW THE PLAN WAS DEVELOPED

The original plan was completed in 1985. Extensive  team includes eleven representatives from state
public participation included 57 public meetingsand  agencies and the Fairbanks North Star Borough (see
workshops held throughout the planning area. page ii) Seventeen public meetings and workshops

were held throughout the planning area during the

The updated Tanana Basin Area Plan is the product  update process. The planning process is shown in
of one and a half years of work by the planning team,  Figure 1-1.

interest groups, and the general public. The planning

Figure 1-1. THE PLANNING PROCESS

1985 PLAN

Issues
« Issues identified by agencies and through public meetings (March 1982)

Alternatives
* Data collected and analyzed.

*» Land use alternatives prepared.
» Public meetings held to review land use altematives (May/June 1983)

Draft Plan
» Draft plan prepared.
» Public meetings held to review the draft plan (May/June 1984)

Final Plan
« Draft plan revised.

« Final plan adopted (June 1985)

1990 UPDATE

* Issues identified.

+ Data collected and analyzed.

* Plan revisions prepared and reviewed at public meetings (May 1990)
» Final changes made.

+ Final updated plan adopted (November 1990)

1-6 Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

Changing social and economic conditions place dif-
ferent demands on state land. New technologies and
new information could mean that some of the plan’s
policies might become outdated. DNR reviews each
area plan once every five years to see if conditions
have changed enough to warrant an update. New
information, proposed legislation, and new issues in
the Tanana Basin warranted an update of the area
plan in 1990. In updating this plan, the planning
team incorporated new resource information,
clarified outdated or confusing plan policies, and
resolved new issues. The following major issues
were addressed by the update process:

* A review of updated resource information
resulted in the modification of forestry and
agriculture designations.

* Recommendations for legislative and administra-

tive designations were reviewed. The recommen-
dations for public reserves, state trails, and the

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Robertson Lakes State Recreation Area were
dropped. Recommendations for Delta Clear-
water State Recreation River and the Delta
River Critical Habitat Area were added.

* The Delta-Salcha Area Plan, the draft Little Chena
Management Plan, and the Nenana-Totchaket
Management Plan were updated and incorporated
as parts of the Tanana Basin Area Plan.

* Management intent was revised for the Good-
paster and Nenana rivers.

* 1.7 million acres of new state selections were
proposed, and management intent was described
for all state-selected land (see Chapter 4,
Proposed State Selections).

* Over 75 small parcels of 1and near Fairbanks
were reviewed and assigned management intent.

Public participation is an essential part of the plan-
ning process. During the 1990 update process, 101
people attended 4 community workshops during Fall
1989, and more than 180 people attended 13 public
meetings in Spring 1990.

During development of the original plan, three
rounds of public workshops were held throughout
the planning area and in every community in the
Basin. More than three hundred people attended
meetings in 1982 to identify land use concerns for
the Tanana Basin. Approximately 170 people at-
tended workshops in 1983 dealing with alternative
land use plans, and 358 people commented on draft

plan in 1984. These workshops are summarized in
separate documents available from the Department
of Natural Resources. Throughout the planning
process, members of the planning team and DNR
staff met with representatives from many com-
munities and interest groups, to inform them of the
plan’s progress and provide them the opportunity to
review resource data and plan proposals.

Information gathered at these meetings and the writ-
ten comments were instrumental in identifying im-
portant issues, gathering data on local resource
values, developing and evaluating land use altemna-
tives, and shaping the final plan.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN

When signed by the commissioners of the Alaska
Department of Natural Resources and the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, this plan became state
policy for management of state lands in the Tanana
Basin. Land use decisions (including land dis-
posals, classifications, timber sales, mineral leasing
and other actions on state lands) will comply with

the provisions of this plan. The plan does not affect
fish and game regulations.

The land use designations in this plan are officially
established in state records through the state’s land
classification system (see Chapter4, Land Use Clas-
sifications). The system is a formal record of the

Tanana Basin Area Plan



Chapter 1 - Introduction

primary uses for which each parcel of state land will
be managed. These classifications are shown on
status plats (available for public use at various
offices of the Department of Natural Resources).

These plats show the primary uses designated by this
plan and refer the reader to the plan for more detailed
information, including land management guidelines.

MODIFICATION OF THE PLAN

A plan can never provide solutions to all land use
problems, nor can it be inflexible. Therefore, the
land use designations, the policies, and the manage-
ment guidelines of this plan may be changed if
conditions warrant. The plan will be periodically
updated as new data become available and as chang-
ing social and economic conditions place different
demands on public lands. An interagency planning
team will coordinate periodic review of this plan
when the Alaska Department of Natural Resources
considers it necessary. The plan review will include
meetings with all interested groups and the general
public.

In addition to periodic review, modification of the
plan or exceptions to its provisions may be proposed
at any time by members of the public or government
agencies. Chapter 4, Procedures for Plan Modifica-
tion and Amendment, includes procedures for
amendments to and minor modifications of the plan
which will be followed by the Department of Natural
Resources for state-owned land within the Tanana
Basin. Chapter 4 also includes procedures for
making special exceptions to the provisions of the
plan when modifications are not necessary or ap-
propriate.

SUMMARY OF LAND USE DESIGNATIONS

The following section summarizes the land use
designations made for six resources: agriculture, fish
and wildlife, forestry, subsurface, recreation, and
settlement (land sales).

Agriculture

Most potential agricultural lands in the Tanana Basin
lie in the Lower Tanana, Kantishna, Parks High-
way/West Alaska Range, and Delta-Salcha sub-
regions. These agricultural lands are primarily class
IT, IIT and IV soils, as defined by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service. These soils have the fewest natural
limitations, such as wetness or steepness, for farm-
ing. Though not always suitable for farming because
of extreme isolation, these soils are the state’s best
potential farm land. Estimates of cultivatable soils
in most of the Basin are still tentative because they
are based on exploratory rather than detailed soil
surveys. For accessible portions of the Basin, this
plan designates about 240,800 acres of state land for
agriculture, of which 195,540 is recommended for
private ownership (Table 1-1 page 1-10). See Ap-
pendix D for more detailed disposal information.

Agricultural soils in the planning area that are remote
are not recommended for near term sale because of the
expense of providing roads to these remote areas. This
is consistent with the state’s policy of emphasizing
development of farm land already in private ownership
or state lands close to the road system. The plan
protects the option of using remote agricultural lands
for future agricultural use through resource manage-
ment designation. Over 500,000 acres have been
designated high value resource management. Other
uses on these lands, such as forestry, recreation, and
habitat enhancement are allowed, but nothing may be
done that precludes future agricultural use until the plan
is amended and the land is reclassified (see also
Resource Management Areas, page 1-5).

Improved pasture grazing is an allowed use on agricul-
tural lands. Improved pasture grazing will be con-
sidered on a case-by-case basis in most of the
remaining land in the Basin (see Chapter 2, Agriculture
and Grazing). Unimproved pasture grazing is an al-
lowed use in most road accessible areas, and in much
of the lowland remote areas of the Basin. Unimproved
pasture grazing is not allowed in many highland areas
of the Basin because of conflicts with grizzly bears
and other fish and wildlife values.

1-8
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Fish and Wildlife

Most areas with high habitat values are protected
through the designation of habitat as a primary use,
and through the application of guidelines that
mitigate the effects of development activities. As a
result, under the land use pattern recommended in
this plan, all significant areas of habitat will continue

" to support populations of fish and wildlife species.

About 11.5 million acres have been designated
primary use wildlife habitat. Other retained lands in
multiple use management will also support wildlife
values.

To reduce the negative effects of land sales on fish
and wildlife, sales of public land are concentrated in
currently accessible areas where considerable
private land already exists, or in areas not of ex-
tremely high value to fish and wildlife.

Areas of principal concem for protection of fish and
wildlife habitat (which have been designated fish
and wildlife) include the wetlands south of Lake
Minchumina, Fish Lake, the Tanana Flats, the Stam-
pede Trail area and the Chena and Salcha river
corridors. Three areas are recommended for legisla-
tive designation; the Toklat River and Delta River
spawning habitat as proposed critical habitat areas,
and the area around Mt. Neuberger (near Tok) as a
state game refuge. '

Forestry

In the Tanana Basin the majority of the best forested
land was reserved in the Tanana Valley State Forest.
The State Forest should adequately meet the need for
commercial and personal use timber products over
the next 20 years.

Most of the remaining high quality forested land in
the Basin not included in the State Forest system has
been retained in public ownership. About 1.4 mil-
lion acres have been designated primary use forestry.
Almost all retained lands are managed for multiple
use including harvest of forest products.

Recreation

Recreational activities occur in most areas of the
Basin. Areasof particularrecreational interest, how-
ever, are trails, rivers, and certain large relatively
untouched areas used for hunting, fishing, and trap-
ping. Recreation values are protected mainly
through public retention and multiple use manage-
ment. All identified trails of local, regional, or

statewide significance in the Tanana Basin will be
protected by the use of publicly owned buffers (see
Chapter 2, Trail Management guidelines).

Easements are used to protect public access when
land is sold near a waterbody (see Chapter 2,
Lakeshore Management guidelines). Rivers with
recreational value are generally protected by the use
of publicly owned buffers (see Chapter 2, Stream
Corridors and Instream Flow guidelines). A mini-
mum building setback of 100 feet is also required for
all disposals that occur near ariver. In this plan, three
rivers in the Basin have characteristics outstanding
enough to warrant the protection of legislative desig-
nation. The rivers proposed for this status are the
Delta-Clearwater, Chatanika, and the Nenana.

Fielding Lake has high value for public recreation
and is recommended for designation as a state
recreation area. Several smaller sites and access
sites to recreational opportunities are also recom-
mended for single use recreation management to the
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.

Recreation is designated as either a primary or
secondary use in most areas of the Basin that receive
significant recreational use. Under the land use pat-
tern recommended in this plan, most significant
recreation opportunities currently enjoyed by inte-
rior residents will continue to be available. About
4.8 million acres will be retained and managed for
multiple use, emphasizing recreation. Other
retained lands managed for multiple use will also be
available for recreational use.

Settlement

This plan designates about 821,000 acres for settle-
ment, and recommends about 69,600 acres of land
being available for private ownership over the next
20 years. These lands are listed for each subregion
and management unit in Chapter 3. Appendix D

lists all the disposals alphabetically. .

The public should have an opportunity each year to
acquire some of the most suitable settlement land the
plan hasto offer. As a result, the best land should not
all be offered in the near term but distributed over
the life of the plan. This may require offering certain
land disposals in phases, rather than all at once. The
department should offer land disposals in a variety
of locations, within the constraints of public demand
and available funding.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Before land is sold, the Division of Land will conduct
further review of proposed land disposals through
the Land Availability Determination System
(LADS). The LADS identifies, processes, and of-
fers state land for sale to the general public under a
variety of programs authorized by statute.

One of the objectives of LADS is to encourage
further agency and public involvement in the land
disposal process. Public and agency input is wel-
come throughout the LADS process, however, it is
most critical during the first two phases; 1) the
identification and nomination portion of Phase I; and
2) the design/development stage of Phase II. Phase
III is the sale procedure. The LADS phases are
described in more detail in Appendix D.

Lands classified for a disposal by this plan are sub-
ject to a LADS Phase I review. If there are notable
differences between the original intent of the
plan/classification and the LADS proposal, those
differences must be resolved during the review
process and/or by reclassification. For example, if an

area is classified for agriculture homesteads, but
discovered not suitable for agriculture, it may be
nominated for fee simple homesteads by the region.
The project would undergo a plan amendment which
requires review by the Planning Team (resource
agencies) and public notice. Conflicts would have
to be resolved prior to a plan amendment.

Table 1-1 presents the estimated net acreage recom-
mended for private ownership in the basin’s sub-
regions. Net acreage is the amount of land that may
actually be transferred to private ownership. About
11,400 of the 265,200 acre total will be for sub-
divisions and homesites, 58,200 acres for homes-
teading, and 195,500 acres for agriculture sales or
homesteading. Lands designated Resource
Management are not shown in the table, although
some of those lands may contain settlement potential
(see Resource Management Areas, page 1-5). Ap-
pendix D shows the estimated acreage available for
each disposal.

_ Table 1-1.

'SUBREGION SETTLEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS**
SUBREGION SUBDIVISIONS FEE HOMESTEADS AGRICULTURE TOTAL
Fairbanks North
Star Borough 4,748 14,400 28,930 48,078
Lower Tanana 800 12,550 6,100 19,450
Kantishna 2,100 20,920 147,000 170,020
Parks Highway 2,350 7,700 11,830 21,880
Alaska Range- 0 0 0 0
Upper Tanana 1,320 2,650 1,000 4,970
Delta Salcha 100 0 680 780
TOTALS 11,418 58,220 195,540 265,178

** This chart summarizes disposals proposed after 1990, and does not include the acreage offered from 1985 to 1990, Disposals
shown in the 1985 Tanana Basin Area Plan that have been offered are listed in this update in Chapter 3 and in Appendix D.

1-10
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 Subsurface Resources

Ninety-eight percent of the known mineralized areas
in the Basin are open to mineral entry. With few
exceptions, the areas closed to mineral entry in this
plan do not occur in areas with high mineral poten-
tial. The 1985 plan closed approximately 445,000
acres to mineral entry: about 140,000 due to very
high recreation values, about 280,000 due to very
important wildlife values, and about 25,000 for
agriculture. The 1990 update opens 29,040 acres on
the Nenana and Robertson rivers to mineral entry,
and closes 20,017 acres on the Delta Clearwater
River, the Delta river, and Fielding Lake to mineral
entry (see Appendix C, Mineral Orders). An addi-
tional 821,000 acres of land designated for settle-
ment or agriculture may be closed prior to land
disposal (see Sertiement, page 1-9).

Mineral entry will be allowed only through leasehold
location on 172,960 acres to protect Dall sheep
mineral licks in the Alaska Range. The leasehold
location process allows miners to stake, explore, and
develop a mineral property just as they would under
a mining claim; however, under the leasehold
process the miner must obtain a lease before com-
mercial production begins. Leasehold location in
these areas will protect the habitat values while still
allowing for exploration and development.

Coal prospecting and leasing is allowed throughout
the Basin except in areas proposed for sale. Qil and
gas leasing is allowed throughout the Basin.

Tananag Basin Area Plan
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AREAWIDE LAND
MANAGEMENT POLICIES

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents land management policies for
each of the major resource or land use categories
affected by the plan: agriculture and grazing, cul-
tural resources, fish and wildlife habitat and harvest,
forestry, materials, recreation and tourism, remote
cabins, settlement, subsurface resources, transporta-
tion, and trapping cabins. The chapter also presents
management policies for several specific land
management concerns: lakeshore management,
public access, stream corridors and instream flow,
trail management, and wetland management.

DEFINITIONS

These policies apply to state land throughout the
region, regardless of the land use designation.

The policies in this chapter consist of goals and
management guidelines. Goals are the general con-
dition the department is trying to achieve, and
guidelines are specific directives that will be applied
to land and water management decisions as resource
use and development occur.

For definitions of terms commonly used in this chap-
ter, see the glossary in Appendix A.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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AGRICULTURE & GRAZING

Goals

Economic Development. Diversify and strengthen
the state’s economy by increasing the availability of
competitively priced Alaskan food products by:

1. encouraging expanded production and
availability of competitively priced farm
products from existing agricultural lands;

2. increasing the acreage available as demand and
market opportunities warrant; and

3. preserving the future option to use some potential
agricultural lands for agricultural use.

Agrarian Lifestyle. Provide the opportunity for
Alaskans to pursue an agrarian lifestyle.

Conservation of Agricultural Resources and
Protection of the Environment. Design all agricul-
tural disposals in a manner that maintains or enhan-
ces the productive capability of the soil and protects
or enhances the quality of the natural environment.

Management Guidelines -
Agriculture

A. Disposal of Agricultural Development Rights.
Agricultural development rights only will be con-
veyed to private ownership where the department
disposes of state lands that are designated for
agricultural use,

B. Farm Development Schedules and Conserva-
tion Plans.When agricultural development rights
are conveyed to private ownership, terms of con-
veyance will include the requirement to comply
with a farm development schedule and farm con-
servation plan. Conservation plans will be ap-
proved by DNR in consuitation with DF&G prior
to farm development. The plans will incorporate
soil, water, and wildlife conservation practices as
developed by the SCS and other affected agen-
cies. DF&G’s technical assistance to farmers and
Soil and Water Conservation Districts in the
preparation of farm conservation plans will be the
primary means of incorporating fish and wildlife
concerns into these plans.

C. Agricultural Disposal Program. Large blocks
of designated agricultural lands (2,000 or more
generally contiguous acres) should be used

primarily to support commercial farming under
the state’s agricultural land disposal program
(rather than under the homestead program, which
limits farm size to 160 acres, and imposes a
relatively lenient development schedule). Scat-
tered, smaller parcels of designated agricultural
lands should be considered for disposal such as
under the agricultural homestead program.

. Protecting Options for Agricultural Develop-

ment. Remote state land with good agricultural
potential, but not scheduled for sale or homes-
teading, should generally remain in public
ownership and be classified "resource manage-
ment" to protect the option for agricultural use.
Exceptions to this policy may occur when excep-
tionally high forestry, habitat, or recreation
values merit a long-term retention classification.
Potential agricultural lands classified resource
management will be available for uses that do not
preclude agricultural development or impact
other primary resource values. Such uses include
habitat protection and enhancement, recreation,
and forestry management.

. Protecting Wetlands, Lakes, and Streams. A

minimum buffer width of 100 feet (publicly owned
or reserved as an easement or covenant) will apply
to all agricultural land sales. (See Wetland
Management, Stream Corridors and Instream
Flow, and Lakeshore Management sections of this
chapter, pages 2-12, 2-24, and 2-35).

. Timber Salvage on Agricultural Lands. Sece

Guideline B, Timber Salvage page 2-10.

. Depredation. Depredation of crops by wildlife

will be minimized by avoiding agricultural dis-
posals in areas where depredation is likely to be
a major problem and by integrating game move-
ment corridors into the design of agricultural
projects. When depredation does occur on
agricultural l1and, non-lethal means of control are
preferred.

. Floodplains. DNR will generally avoid agricul-

tural disposals in the 10-year floodplain. Where
the 10-year floodplain has not been identified, the
best available information will be used to identify
areas where flooding is likely to be a severe
limitation on agriculture. Agricultural disposals
in such areas will be avoided.

22
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I. Other Guidelines Affecting Agriculture. Other

guidelines may affect agriculture. See in par-
ticular the following sections of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry

Lakeshore Management

Materials

Public Access

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

Wetland Management

* Improved pasture grazing is shown to be
consistent with the primary use of the area.

* Resulting activities will not cause access
problems such as blocking trails or restrict-
ing access to public lands.

* A statement is obtained from the Soil Con-
servation Service indicating that the soils are
suitable for improved pasture grazing
without draining.

* Fencing of the area will generally be re-
quired. Riparian habitat adjacent to water-
bodies with habitat, watershed, or public
recreation values of regional or statewide
significance must be protected through fenc-
ing, unless other feasible and prudent

Management Guidelines -

" methods are found.
Grazing

. * All improvements must be removed upon
termination of the lease at the discretion of

A. Improved Pasture Grazing.

T

1. Fish and Wildlife Conflicts. Improved pas-

ture grazing will not be allowed in habitat.

categories A-1, A-2, and B-1 (see Appendix A,
Glossary) to avoid spreading disease, creating
conflicts with natural predators, and prevent-
ing competition with wildlife. The habitat
categories are identified in the Fish and
Wildlife Element of the Tanana Basin Area
Plan. These categories are further defined and
mapped in the Fish and Wildlife Element,
Tanana Basin Area Plan (DNR and DF&G,
1983). '

2.Lands Classified Agriculture. Improved
pasture grazing will be allowed on those lands
classified for agriculture,

3.Lands Classified Resource Management,
Improved pasture grazing may be allowed in
areas classified resource management if DNR
determines that agriculture isthe primary value
present, after considering conflicts with other
resources.

4, Other Lands. In the remainder of the Tanana
Basin, improved pasture grazing may be al-
lowed provided that (1) land included under
sections 2 and 3 above is not reasonably avail-
able, and (2) at a minimum the following
criteria are met:

* The area meets the requirements of Section
1 above.

the director of Division of Land in consult-
ation with DF&G. -

* Department of Environmental Conservation
recommendations regarding possible non-
point source pollution problems are ad-
dressed.

* Livestock feedlots are prohibited.

* All activities are subject to a Grazing Opera-
tion Plan. :

B. Unimproved Grazing Lands. In the Tanana

Basin, grazing generally will be discouraged in
roadless areas with little natural grazing potential
and in areas where there are no feasible farm
headquarters sites. This policy is intended to
direct the department’s leasing and permit pro-
gram and range management plans to areas where
grazing is economically feasible and to minimize
the impacts of grazing on soil stability, water
quality, and habitat. Grazing will be prohibited
inhigh value Dall sheep and grizzly bear habitats.
In other areas grazing will be permitted on a
case-by-case basis if consistent with the state-
ment of management intent for the management
unit in question.

C. Multiple Use Management of Grazing Lands.

1. Multiple Use. Grazing lands will be managed
as multiple use lands to support a variety of
public benefits to livestock production, includ-
ing the following: :

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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&

¢ fish and wildlife maintenance
¢ water quality maintenance

* public recreation

* timber

* soil conservation

2. Forage for Domestic Stock and Wildlife.
Grazing lands will be managed to ensure sus-
tainable forage for domestic stock and wildlife.

3. Public Access. Public access across, and
public use of, grazing lands may not be limited
to persons holding grazing leases or permits
unless approved as part of a grazing operations
plan,

. Grazing Permits and Leases. A grazing lease

or permit issued by DNR is required for any
person who releases livestock on state grazing
lands. Grazing leases will be granted for a period
not to exceed 25 years. Permits must be renewed
annuaily. Pemnits, rather than leases, should be
issued in areas especially susceptible to soil
erosion or water quality degradation and other
environmentally sensitive areas. These areas
will be identified through DNR’s range manage-
ment plans (see Guideline E, below).

The requirements stated in these guidelines will
be implemented through appropriate lease and
pemnit stipulations,

Provisions of existing grazing leases and permits
are not affected by these guidelines. In areas
where grazing leases and pemits have been is-
sued previously, new permits may be issued and
existing leases may be renewed prior to the com-
pletion of range management plans. However,
such permits or leases will be subject to these
management guidelines.

Range Management Plans. When grazing is
anticipated to be a significant, widespread land
use with potential for creating environmental
harm, DNR will develop range management
plans (RMP) before issuing grazing leases or
permits. RMPs will be developed by DL in con-
sultation with the Divisions of Agriculture and
Forestry, DF&G, SCS, and Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts. The provisions of RMPs will
provide the basis of approval of grazing opera-
tions plans (see F below) and of stipulations to be
included in grazing leases and permits. RMPs
will not be required where grazing is a minor use

with few animals and little land area involved.
DNR will determine where range management
plans are appropriate based on consultation with
other affected agencies, including DF&G. RMPs
shall address, at minimum, the following items:

1. Stocking Densities. The state shall use stand-
ard United States Department of Agriculture
range assessment procedures or other scientifi-
cally acceptable methods to identify the abun-
dance, distribution, annual productivity,
nutrition, and seasonal availability of range
vegetation available for grazing. Forage
availability, expressed as animal unit months
shall be used with proposed grazing schedules
to establish maximum allowable stocking den-
sities. Consideration will be given for meeting
wildlife forage requirements. Stocking den-
sities will provide sustained range production
and condition.

2. Water Quality Protection. Range manage-
ment plans will state how anadromous fish and
streams, other waterways, and lakes are to be
protected from adverse impacts of grazing.
Fencing may be required to protect portions of
waterbodies. Identification of specific water-
ing sites, feeding stations, headquarter sites, or
other improvements may be required to mini-
mize the adverse impacts of grazing.

3. Annual Grazing Schedule. Range manage-
ment plans will establish spring and fall dates
for release and removal of stock on grazing
lands. This may be necessary to protect the
range and to minimize competition between
stock and wildlife.

4. Map of Proposed Grazing Areas. Range
management plans will include a map that
shows the location, acreage, and configura-
tions of proposed lease and permit areas.

5. Physical Improvements. Range manage-
ment plans will show proposed feed lot sites,
stock watering sites, supplemental feeding sta-
tions, farm headquarter sites, fences, and other
improvements necessary to minimize conflicts
between grazing and other resource values.
Range management plans shall include, where
appropriate, guidelines for the design, loca-
tion, and use of roads, trails, bridges, and other
improvements or actions that may be neces-
sary or incidental to grazing operations.

24
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6. Environmental Monitoring. Range manage-
ment plans will establish procedures to
monitor the impacts of grazing on wildlife,
vegetation, and soil stability and establish con-
ditions under which a lessee’s or pemmittee’s
grazing operations plan may be modified to
prevent environmental degradation.

7.Disease Transmission and Livestock-
Predator Conflicts. Range Management
plans will establish measures necessary to
minimize transmission of disecase between
domestic stock and wildlife and to minimize
livestock-predator conflicts.

8. Modification of Vegetation. Artificial
modification of natural vegetation (for ex-
ample, clearing, burning, seeding) will be per-
mitted only in locations and under guidelines
specified by applicable range management
plans.

Grazing Operations Plan. Before receiving a
grazing permit or lease, an applicant must have
an approved grazing operations plan. DNR will
assist a lessee or pemittee in plan preparation
with consultation of DF&G and SCS. A grazing
operations plan will be included as a condition of
a lease or permit. Minimum requirements of a
grazing operations plan are as follows:

1. Agreement with Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District. Cooperative agreement be-
tween the lessee and the appropriate Alaska
Soil and Water Conservation District.

2. Resource Map. A physical resource map
identifying: (1) location, acreage, and con-
figuration of the proposed lease or pemit
area(s); (2) proposed feedlot sites, stock water-
ing sites, and supplemental feeding stations;
(3) farm headquarter site, outbuildings, fences,
and other proposed improvements.

3. Proposed Management Activities. A state-
ment of the lessee’s proposed management
activities, including (1) range management
practices considered essential or desirable, in-
cluding clearing and modification of vegeta-
tion; (2) livestock species to be stocked; (3)
annual grazing schedule and (4) forage balance
sheet.

4. Proposed Stocking Densities. A maximum
stocking density will be based on DNR’s range
management plan for the area concemed (if
such a plan exists). A minimum stocking den-

sity with a schedule for achieving it will also
be established as a part of each grazing opera-
tions plan to ensure efficient use of state graz-
ing land.

Standards of Approval -- Grazing Operation
Plans. A grazing operations plan will be ap-
proved only when it is in compliance with an
applicable range management plan. Where there
is no range management plan in effect, approval
will be based on consideration of the potential
effects of grazing on other natural resources,
including water quality, riparian lands, soil
stability, disease transmission, livestock-predator
conflicts, and competition between wildlife and
stock for forage. DNR, in consultation with af-
fected agencies, may require that appropriate
measures be specified in a grazing operations
plan to minimize adverse impacts.

Modification of Grazing Operations Plan.
Modification of grazing operations plans may be
required if grazing activities are determined to
cause significant degradation to the range or
wildlife habitat, including water quality, soil
stability, or sustainable forage for stock and
wildlife. Determination that modification of a
grazing operations plan is necessary will be made
by DNR in consultation with the lease or permit
holder, DEC, and DF&G.

Other Guidelines Affecting Grazing. Other
guidelines may affect grazing. See in particular
the following sections of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry

Lakeshore Management

Materials

Public Access

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

Wetland Management

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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CULTURAL RESOURCES

Goal

Cultural Resources. The Alaska Historic Preserva-
tion Act, AS 41.35, establishes the state’s basic goal:
to preserve, protect, and interpret the historic, prehis-
toric, and archaeological resources of Alaska.

Management Guidelines

A. Cultural Resources Identification. Identify
and determine the significance of all cultural
resources on state land through

1. cultural resources surveys conducted by
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation per-
sonnel;

2. research about cultural resources on state land
by qualified individuals and organizations; and

3. cooperative efforts for planned surveys and
inventories between state, federal, local, or
Native groups.

B. Cultural Resources Protection. Protect sig-
nificant cultural resources through the following
actions:

1. As part of the agency review process, the Of-
fice of History and Archaeology within DPOR
reviews authorizations for potential conflict
with cultural resources. The office determines
if there may be an adverse effect on cultural
resources and makes recommendations to
mitigate those efforts.

2. Cooperating with concerned government
agencies, Native corporations, statewide or
local groups, and individuals to develop
guidelines and recommendations to avoid or
mitigate identified or potential conflict.

C. Other Guidelines Affecting Cultural Resources.

Other guidelines may affect cultural resources.
See in particular the following sections of this
chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry

Public Access

Recreation and Tourism

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Trail Management

2-6
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FISH & WILDLIFE HABITAT & HARVEST

Goals

Maintain and Protect Publicly Owned Habitat
Base. The state will maintain in public ownership
and protect the habitat values of sufficient suitable
lands and waters to provide for the habitat needs of
fish and wildlife resources necessary to maintain or
enhance public use and economic benefits.

Ensure Access to Public Lands and Waters. En-
sure access to public lands and waters where ap-
propriate to promote or enhance responsible public
use and enjoyment of fish and wildlife resources.
Access improvements should be designed to match
the public use objectives for the area under con-
sideration.

Mitigate Habitat Loss. When resource develop-
ment projects occur, avoid or minimize reduction in
the quality and quantity of fish and wildlife habitat.

Contribute to Economic Diversity. Contribute to
Alaska’s economy by working to achieve the
economic development of other resources while
protecting the fish and wildlife resources and

habitats that contribute directly and indirectly to

local, regional, and state economies through com-
mercial, subsistence, sport, and non-consumptive
uses.

Management Guidelines

A Mitigation. When issuing permits and leases or
- otherwise authorizing the use or development of
state lands, the Department of Natural Resources
will recognize the requirements of the activity or
development and the benefits it may have to
habitat when determining stipulations or
measures needed to protect fish and wildlife, or
their habitats. The costs of mitigation relative to
the benefits to be gained will be considered in the
implementation of this policy.

All land use activities will be conducted with
appropriate planning and implementation to
avoid or minimize adverse effects on fish and
wildlife, or their habitats.

The department will enforce stipulations and
measures, and will require the responsible party
to remedy any significant damage to fish and
wildlife, or their habitats that may occur as a

direct result of the party’s failure to comply with
applicable law, regulations, or the conditions of the
pemnit or lease.

When determining appropriate stipulations and
measures, the department will apply the follow-
ing steps in order of priority. Mitigation require-
ments listed in other guidelines in this plan will
also follow these steps.

1. Avoid anticipated, significant adverse effects
on fish and wildlife, or their habitats through
siting, timing, or other management options.

2. When significant adverse effects cannot be
avoided by design, siting, timing, or other
management options, the adverse effect of the
use or development will be minimized.

3. If significant loss of fish or wildlife habitat
occurs, the loss will be rectified, to the extent
feasible and prudent, by repairing, rehabilitat-
ing, or restoring the affected area to a useful
state,

4. DNR will consider requiring replacement with
or enhancement of fish and wildlife habitat
when steps 1 through 3 cannot avoid substan-
tial and irreversible loss of habitat. DF&G will
clearly identify the species affected, the need
for replacement or enhancement, and the sug-

- gested method for addressing the impact. Re-
placement with or enhancement of similar
habitats of the affected species in the same
region is preferable. DNR will consider only
those replacement and enhancement techni-
ques that have ¢ither been proven to be, or are
likely to be effective and that will result in a
benefit to the species impacted by the develop-
ment. Replacement or enhancement will only
be required by DNR if it is determined to be in
the best interest of the state either through the
AS 38.05.035(e) or permit review process.
Replacement may include structural solutions,
such as creating spawning or rearing ponds for
salmon, creating wetlands for waterfowl; or
non-structural measures, such as research or
management of the species affected, legisla-
tive or administrative allocation of lands to a
long-term level of habitat protection that is
sufficiently greater than that which they would
otherwise receive, or fire management to in-
crease habitat productivity.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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B. Habitat Manipulation. Controlled buming,
water control, timber management practices, or
other measures may be used to improve habitat
for certain fish and wildlife species where
feasible and compatible with other designated
primary uses.

C. Structures in Fish Habitat. Structures in fish-
bearing waters will, to the extent feasible, be
designed to minimize impacts on fish migration
and other important life stages and activities,
including spawning and rearing.

D. Water Intake Structures. When issuing ap-
propriations for waters providing fish habitat,
DNR will require that practical water intake
structures be installed that do not entrain or im-
pinge upon fish. The most simple and cost-effec-
tive technology may be used to implement this
guideline.

Where necessary to protect fish, water intake
structures will be screened and intake velocities
will be limited to prevent entrapment, entrain-
ment, or injury to fish. The structures supporting
intakes should be designed to prevent fish from
being led into the intake. Other effective techni-
ques may also be used to achieve the intent of this
guideline. Screen size, water velocity, and intake
design should be recommended by DF&G when
DF&G reviews the DNR authorization request.

Threatened and Endangered Species. All land
use activities will be conducted consistent with
state and federal Endangered Species Acts to
avoid jeopardizing the continued existence of
threatened or endangered species of animals or
their continued use of an area, and to avoid
modification or destruction of their habitat.
Specific mitigation recommendations should be
identified through interagency consultation for
any land use activity that potentially affects
threatened or endangered species. Within the
Tanana Basin, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and DF&G list the Arctic peregrine falcon as
threatened and the American peregrine falcon as
endangered under the state and federal En-
dangered Species Act, as amended.

Activities that potentially affect bald and golden
eagles will be consistent with the federal and state
endangered species act and the Bald Eagle
Protection Act of 1940, as amended.

E

-

Where there is reason to believe any activity may
impact a threatened or endangered species, or
bald eagle, DNR will consult with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service or the Department of Fish
and Game.

. Trumpeter Swan Nesting Areas. In trumpeter

swan nesting areas, all land use activities that
would disturb nesting swans or detrimentally
alter the nesting habitat will be avoided to the
extent feasible and prudent. Leases or permits
may include seasonal restriction on activities to
avoid disturbance to swans. Consultation with
DF&G should be used to identify current or
potential nesting habitat and to determine
guidelines to follow and activities to avoid.

Construction of transmission lines in trumpeter
swan habitat should be avoided. If transmission
lines are constructed they should be sited in
forested areas and kept close to treetop level, and
wires should be strung in one horizontal plane
rather than in multiple, vertical stakes. Where
wires cross rivers, marshes, and other open
spaces, wires should be marked in a fashion to
make them visible to swans.

. Activities in Important Waterfowl Habitat. In

important waterfowl habitat, activities requiring
a permit, lease, or development plan, and produc-
ing high levels of acoustical or visual disturbance
from sources such as boat traffic, blasting, dredg-
ing, and seismic operations, will, to the extent
feasible and prudent, be avoided during sensitive
periods such as nesting, staging, or brood-rearing
periods. Where it is not feasible and prudent to
avoid such activities, other mitigative measures
will be considered to attempt to avoid significant
impacts. The Department of Fish and Game will
be consulted for assistance in identifying areas of
important waterfowl habitat.

. Dredge and Fill in Important Waterfowl

Habitat. Permits for dredging and filling in im-
portant waterfowl habitat, including permits for
gravel extraction and construction of roads and
pads, will not be granted unless it is determined
that the proposed activity will not cause sig-
nificant adverse impacts to important waterfowl
or that no feasible and prudent alternative exists.
Where dredging or filling does not take place,
other mitigative measures will be considered to
attempt to avoid significant impacts.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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1. Conflicts with Traditional Uses of Fish and
Game. Decisions to authorize land use activities
will consider the effect on and minimize sig-
nificant conflicts with traditional uses of fish and
wildlife resources.

J. Other Guidelines Affecting Fish and Wildlife
Habitat. Other guidelines may affect the protec-
tion and management of fish and wildlife habitat.
See in particular the following sections of this
chapter:

Agriculture and Grazing
Forestry
Lakeshore Management
Materials
Public Access
Recreation and Tourism

- Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources
Trail Management
Transportation
Wetland Management

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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FORESTRY

Goals

Economic Development. Provide an adequate
supply of timber at reasonable development cost to
support a forest products industry that offers jobs and
income to Alaskans.

Personal Use. Meet the personal use forestry needs
of Alaskans.

Resource Management. Manage forests of the area
to ensure continuous productivity, continuous
availability of forest products at reasonable cost,
maintenance or enhancement of other public resour-
ces over the long term, and access for public use and
enjoyment.

Protect, as appropriate, public and private forests
from wildfire, insects, and other destructive agents.

Management Guidelines

A. Multiple Use Management. Unless particular
forms of natural resource use are specifically
prohibited, all lands designated for forest use are
intended to be managed for the fullest possible
range of beneficial uses. The relative importance
of each use will be specified in the management
intent statements and controlled by the manage-
ment guidelines for each management unit.

B. Timber Salvage. Timber salvage on lands that
are to be cleared for other purposes, such as
farms, transportation corridors, or utility cor-
ridors will meet the requirements of AS
41.17.083 (clearing of forest land for non-timber
purposes). This will be accomplished by ad-
herence to the following guidelines:

1. Review. The Division of Forestry will review
proposals for significant land clearing actions
to evaluate if the timber is worth salvaging and
to advise the Director of the Division of Land
on appropriate salvage methods.

2. Scheduling. Projects that involve clearing
large amounts of forested land, such as agricul-
tural projects, will be planned far enough in
advance to allow a reasonable period to ar-
range for and conduct commercial salvage of
timber. This advance planning includes suffi-
cient time 0 conduct inventories and harvest.

3. Timber Value. If timber is not salvaged prior
to sale of land to farmers, the value of the
timber will be included in the evaluation of the
land and in the price paid by the farmers, so
that the state will be compensated for the loss
of this public resource.

4. Marking Leave Areas. Where necessary as
part of the most appropriate method of timber
salvage, future farm home sites, wood lots,
wooded wind breaks, and other areas to be left
uncleared will be delineated. This may be
done if timber on the project area is to be
harvested in large blocks before sale of the
farms, or if farms will be sold with the timber
and then individual farmers are to be respon-
sible for land clearing and possible timber har-
vest. The Division of Forestry will work with
the Division of Agriculture, Division of Land,
Department of Fish and Game, and the Soil
Conservation Service to identify areas to be
left uncut. Identification will include flagging
or otherwise marking in the field so the timber
harvest operator or landowner can distinguish
the areas to leave.

C. Forest Practices Act. Guidelines for forest
management in this plan assume compliance with
the Forest Resources and Practices Act and regula-
tions. That act and implementing regulations will
guide forest management and help ensure protec-
tion of non-timber forest resources. The guidelines
in this plan apply to forest management in addition
to the direction given by the Forest Practices regula-
tions. For more information, see the Forest Resour-
ces and Practices Act, AS41.17, and its regulations,
11 AACO9S5 (see also Stream Corridors and Instream
Flow Guideline F, Timber Harvest Near Streams,
page 2-26).

D. Personal Use Wood Harvest. An important ob-

jective of forest management is to provide oppor-
tunities for people to harvest firewood and
houselogs from public land for their personal use.
Therefore, when forested lands are available near
communities and where personal-use harvest is
consistent with other purposes for which the land
is being managed, some of this land.should be
managed to help provide wood products for per-
sonal use. (See also Settlement Guideline D4,
Personal Use of Nearby Resources, page 2-22).

2-10
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E. Fire Management. Fire management practices,
including prescribed burning, will be designed to
implement the land management policies laid out
in the area plan. These practices are described in
the Tanana-Minchumina Fire Management Plan
developed by the Alaska Interagency Fire
Management Council.

F. Other Guidelines Affecting Forest Manage-
ment. Other guidelines may affect forest
management practices. See in particular the fol-
lowing sections of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Lakeshore Managemient

Materials
"Public Access

Settlement

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

~ Transportation
Wetland Management

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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LAKESHORE MANAGEMENT

Goals

Recreation. Protect and enhance a variety of
lakeshore public recreation opportunities. Protect
visual quality of lakeshores.

Habitat. Protect fish and wildlife habitat along
lakeshores.

Private Ownership of Land. Provide opportunities
for private ownership of lakeshore property.

Water Quality. Maintain water quality.

Management Guidelines

A. Land to be Retained. All islands and at least 50
percent of all public land within 500 feet of the
lakeshore will be retained in public ownership
and not made available for remote cabin permits
on all lakes with significant recreation values.
Retained lands shall include 50 percent of the
actual shoreline. These percentages may be in-
creased or decreased case-by-case if warranted
by topography, amount or use, or other local
conditions. A significant portion of the lakefront
land retained in public ownership should be
suitable for recreational activities. Where
feasible, the publicly retained land should include
land adjacent to lake inlets and outlets.

B. Easements and Setbacks. Where lakefront
property is conveyed to private ownership or
made available for remote leasing or cabin per-
mits, a minimum public access easement of 50
feet will be reserved along the shoreline, and a
minimum building setback of 100 feet will be
required.

C. Structures in Fish Habitat. See Fish and

Wildlife Habitat and Harvest Area Guideline C,
page 2-8.

D. Water Intake Structures. See Fish and Wildlife

Habitat and Harvest Area Guideline D, page 2-8.

E. Other Guidelines Affecting Lakeshore

Management. Other guidelines may affect
lakeshore management. See in particular the fol-
lowing sections of this chapter:

Agriculture and Grazing
Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry
Materials
Public Access

- Recreation and Tourism
Settlement
Subsurface Resources
Trail Management
Transportation
Wetland Management

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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MATERIALS

Goals

Land for Publicly Owned Materials Sites. Main-
tain in state ownership and make available to public
and private users sufficient, suitably located
materials sites to economically meet the area’s long-
term need for materials.

Management Guidelines

A.

Preferred Material Sites. When responding to
a request for a material sale or identifying a
source for materials, the highest priority should
be to use existing material sources. Using
materials from wetlands and lakes should be
avoided unless no feasible alternative exists.
Sales or permits for sand, silt, or gravel extraction
will not be permitted in fish spawning areas iden-
tified by DF&G unless extraction would enhance
the site for rearing and DF&G determines that the
activity is compatible with fish habitat values.

Material Sites. To minimize the construction

“and maintenance cost of transportation facilities,

material sites should be located as near as is
feasible to the site where the material will be
used.

Design of projects will be on a case-by-case basis
in consultation with other agencies. The follow-
ing are general guidelines for extracting
materials:

1. Material Sources. Consideration should be
given to all potential material sources. Loca-
tion and design of sites should take into ac-
count factors such as scenic quality,
transportation to the site, and effects to fish and
wildlife habitat.

2. River Size and Recharge Rates. Selection of
gravel sites in floodplains should take into
account the volume of gravel available from
various stream types. Generally, the largest
river feasible, or the one with the largest gravel
recharge rates should be chosen.

3. Reclamation. Reclamation of material sites
will be accomplished consistent with AS
27.15.

0

e

4. Extraction from Active Channels. When ex-
tracting gravel in active or inactive
floodplains, maintain buffers that will mini-
mize sedimentation and will contain active
channels in their original locations and con-
figurations in the short term.

Maintaining Other Uses and Resources when
Siting and Operating Material Sites. Before
allowing the extraction of materials, the manager
will ensure that the requirements of the permit or
lease give adequate protection to other important
resources and uses including existing water
rights, water resource quantity and quality,
navigation, fish and wildlife habitat and harvest,
commercial forest resources, recreation resour-
ces and opportunities, historic and archaeological
resources, adjacent land uses, and access to
public or private lands. Disposal of materials
should be consistent with the applicable manage-
ment intent statement and management
guidelines of the plan.

The manager should also determine if other ex-
isting material sites can be vacated and
rehabilitated as a result of opening a new material
site.

Screening and Rehabilitation. Material sites
should be screened from roads, residential areas,
recreational areas, and other areas of significant
human use. Sufficient land should be allocated
to the material site to allow for such screening.
Where appropriate, rehabilitation of material
sites will be required. For additional guidelines
affecting material extraction see policies under
the subsurface resources section.

Other Guidelines Affecting Materials. Other
guidelines may affect materials. See in particular
the following sections of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Settlement
Subsurface Resources

Transportation

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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PUBLIC ACCESS

Goals

Public Access. Maintain, enhance, or provide ade-
quate access to public and private lands and resour-
ces.

Management Guidelines

A. Retain Access. Improve or maintain public ac-
cess to areas with significant public resource
values by retaining access sites and corridors in
public ownership, by reserving rights of access
when state land is sold or leased, by acquiring
access, or by asserting rights-of-way through
Revised Statutes Section 2477 (RS 2477).
Generally, section line easements should not be
vacated unless alternative, physically usable ac-
cess can be established.

B. Management of 17(b) Easements. Generally,
DNR will not accept management of 17(b) ease-
ments unless it already actively manages a por-
tion of the trail, or state management of the

easement will best protect public access to state

lands.

C Access for Development. When an access route
is constructed for resource development, existing
public access should be maintained or improved
to mineralized areas, recreation, fish, wildlife,
forest resources, agriculture areas, and other
public resources. When determining whether or
not to improve existing access, the potential for
increasing user conflicts and resource degrada-
tion will be considered and solutions sought.

e

Adequate Access Rights. Where practical and
within the limits of available funding, full public
rights of access should be provided when roads
are constructed by state or local governments.
Easements should be acquired and recorded
when the state acquires access rights across
property in other ownerships.

E. Coordination with the Department of
Transportation and Public Facilities
(DOT&PF). Access needs, such as right-of-way
widths or road locations, should be coordinated
with DOT&PF.

F'

Limiting Access. Developed access to public
lands may be curtailed to protect public safety, to
allow special uses and to prevent harm to public
resources. Examples of conditions that may jus-
tify limiting public access are fire management,
timber harvest operations, and high soil moisture
content when traffic may cause extensive damage
to roads and trails.

Purchase of Access Sites. Public appropriations
may be requested to purchase access sites, ease-
ments, or reservations to public use areas and to
proposed settlement and agricultural projects.

Access to Non-state Lands. Reasonable access
will be accommodated across state lands to other
public and private lands. Existing legal access
will not be precluded unless equivalent access is
available.

New Access. Where new or additional access is
warranted, such access should be provided on
public land where possible. Where suitable
public land is not available, attempts should be
made to arrange for such access across private
land. Possible means of doing this include ease-
ments granted by land owners, state purchase of
limited rights, fee-simple purchase of the land, or
land exchange.

Other Guidelines Affecting Public Access.
Other guidelines may affect public access. See
in particular the following sections of this chap-
ter:

Agriculture and Grazing

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry '
Lakeshore Management

Materials

Settlement

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

Transportation

Wetland Management

2-14
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RECREATION & TOURISM

Goals

Recreation Opportunities. Provide the full
spectrum of accessible, developed, and undeveloped
recreation opportunities for Alaskans and visitors.

Resource Protection. Protect ecologic, scenic, and
other recreation resources for present and future
generations.

Economic Development. Manage Alaska’s recrea-
tion resources to support a tourism industry that
supplies jobs, income, and revenue.

Meet the three goals above through

1. State Park System. Developing a system of
parks, recreation areas, trails, historic parks,
rivers, and sites that provide a wide range of
year-round outdoor recreation opportunities, and
areas of unchanged scenic landscape for all ages,
abilities and use preferences.

2. Other State Lands. Providing recreation op-
portunities on land and water areas which serve
multiple purposes such as habitat protection,
timber management, and mineral resource ex-
traction.

3. Community Assistance. Assisting com-
munities through cooperative planning of state
and municipal lands and grants-in-aid for parks
and trails within population centers.

4. Private Recreation Facilities. Encouraging com-

mercial development of recreation facilities and

services through land sales, leases, and technical
assistance where public recreation needs can most
eﬁ’eqﬁvely be provided by private enterprise.

Management Guidelines

A. The Roles of Different Public Land Owners in
Providing Public Recreational Opportunities

1. Generally the state’s proper role is to retain and
manage land supporting recreational oppor-
tunities of regional or statewide significance.
The state and federal governments are par-
ticularly capable of providing recreational op-
portunities, such as hunting, dispersed
wildemess hiking, or boating, that require
large land areas. In general, the role of a

municipality or borough is to provide and
manage community recreational oppor-
tunities.

2. In recognition of a municipality’s role in meet-
ing community recreational needs, the state
should consider, under AS 38.05.810, even-
tual transfer of certain state recreation sites
near communities to municipal ownership.
Selection of these sites shall be agreed to by
the municipality and the state and shall be
contingent on the municipality’s commitment
to develop and maintain the recreational values
of the sites as required by AS 38.05.810.

B. Public Use Cabins. A system of public use
cabins should be established in the Tanana Basin.
The Department will develop administrative pro-
cedures for managing a sate public use cabin
program, set priorities for cabin sites, and seek a
budget for construction and maintenance, and for
program management. Cooperation will be
sought with borough or federal governments or
local non-profit organizations for construction or
maintenance of some cabins.

C. Commercial Recreational Facilities on State
Land. Lodges, tent camps, or other private
facilities designed as private recreational
facilities will be permitted or leased where a
management plan or AS 38.05.035 finding shows
the following.

1. Recreation Opportunities. Commercial
recreation development adds to or enhances
available recreation opportunities.

2.Impacts on Other Uses. The commercial
facility and the use it generates will avoid
significant negative impacts on the amount and
quality of existing uses, including fish and
wildlife harvest. It is recognized that a quan-
titative determination of the effects of the
proposed facility will rarely, if ever, be pos-
sible, but an assessment of the impacts should
use information as available from DNR,
DF&G, or other available sources.

3. Siting, Design, Construction, and Operation.
The facility will be sited, designed, con-
structed, and operated in a manner that creates
the least conflict with natural values and tradi-
tional uses of the area.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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4. Other Guidelines. The facility will be sited
and designed in accordance with stream cor-
ridor, access, wetlands, and other guidelines in
this plan,

Final approval of a permit or lease for the
facility will be given only after consultation

with DF&G and the Division of Parks and
Outdoor Recreation.

D. Optimum Use of Sites. Achieve optimum use of
recreation sites consistent with maintaining high
quality recreation experiences, wildlife harvest,
environmental quality, and safety.

E. Other Guidelines Affecting Recreation. Other
guidelines may affect recreation management
practices. See in particular the following sections
of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry

Lakeshore Management

Public Access .

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Trail Management

Wetland Management

2-16
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REMOTE CABINS

Goals

Providing Opportunities for Private Use of State
Lands. Providing opportunities for isolated cabin
development in remote parts of the Tanana Basin
planning area where survey and conveyance are
impractical, where disposal of land would cause
potential conflicts with other resources and uses, and
where a long-range interest in public ownership and
use exist.

Community and Social Impacts. When offering
remote cabins, consider the needs and demands of
all state residents and minimize the impacts on com-
munities and resources.

N\

Management Guidelines

A. Planning Requirements for the Remote Cabin
Program

1. Planning Requirement. Remote cabin per-
mits can be offered only in management units
where their use has been allowed by this area
plan and where a subsequent more detailed
interagency planning process decides that per-
mits are in fact appropriate.

2. Planning Criteria. A unit may be eligible for
remote cabin permits if

a. access by road or railroad is not likely for at
least ten years; and,

b. settlement disposal of land in the local area
is not desirable or practical because of
public resource values, the area’s remote-
ness, or the expense of surveying or,

¢. in a settlement area, after disposal offerings
are completed or on parcels of land unusable
for disposal for reasons such as being too
small or scattered.

3. Location and Amount. Remote cabins will
be allowed only in locations, numbers, and
under management guidelines when resource
use and management of wildlife habitat,
forestry, agriculture, public recreation, and
mining are expected to be minimal.

4. Pacing. When remote cabins are offered, they
should be offered periodically over many years
to make them available to as many different

people as possible. The numbers of areas
opened and permits available should be set to
achieve this. Remote cabin pemits also will
be offered in several locations at one time and
in sufficient numbers to avoid a sense of scar-
city. .
B. Minimize Conflicts. To avoid conflicts with
public access, important fish and wildlife habitat,
public use, and trapping, permittees will not be
allowed to build remote cabins in the following
areas:

1. where public access for hunting, trapping, fish-
ing, recreation, or mining would be hindered;
or :

2. within one-quarter mile of existing airstrips
used by the public.

Persons receiving a remote cabin permit are
responsible for installing a wastewater system
that complies with the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation’s wastewater regula-
tions.

C. Fire Protection. DNR will not alter its fire
- management plan because of the presence of
remote cabins. Cabin permit holders will be ad-
vised before permit issuance and in the permit
that DNR does not assume liability due to loss or
damage to the cabin from wildfires and will not
provide fire protection if the fire management
plan does not call for such protection in the area.

The Division of Land will notify the Division of
Forestry Fire Management Planning Team of the
location of all authorized remote cabins.

e

Spacing Cabins. Remote cabins will be spaced
at least one-half mile from another remote cabin
or trapping cabin unless a different spacing re-
quirement is established for a particular area in
an adopted land-use plan or best interest finding.
The distance between a remote cabin and a trap-
ping cabin may also be reduced if one person is
the permittee for both structures or the adjacent
permittee expresses a non-objection.

E. Legal Access. To avoid trespass problems DNR
will provide remote cabin permit holders with
information on legal access routes to the remote
cabin area.

Tanang Basin Area Plan
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F. Buildings, Density, and Specific Guidelines.

Limitations on the number or size of buildings,
locaton of cabin sites, allowed or prohibited
forms of access, and any other considerations
appropriate to the area and consistent with remote
cabin regulations may be established before
remote cabin pemits are offered.

The densities established for remote cabin per-
mits in each unit are for new cabins and are not
affected by the existence of unauthorized cabins
or their eventual disposition.

To reduce cost to the state and increase satisfac-
tion for the permittee, remote cabin pemittees
should be allowed to choose their own cabin sites
within the constraints of the guidelines of this
plan and the remote cabin regulations, rather than
having the department establish the sites.

. Type of Interest in Land. Remote cabin permits
are not intended to be converted to fee simple
disposals of land that otherwise would be retained
in state ownership. Guidelines for remote cabins
in each area are designed to avoid creating future
pressures for actual disposal (for example, by
setting appropriate number and density limita-
tions).

H.

Rights-of-Way. New rights-of-way to remote
cabin sites will not be granted unless doing so
protects other important public values.

Mineral Entry. Unless closed for other reasons
than the presence of permitted remote cabins,
remote cabin permit areas will remain open to
mineral entry.

Other Guidelines Affecting Remote Cabins.
Other guidelines may affect remote cabin

management practices. See in particular the fol-
lowing sections of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Lakeshore Management

Public Access

Settlement

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
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SETTLEMENT

Goals

Private Land Use. Make available to present and
future Alaskans suitable public land necessary for
private settlement purposes. DNR can identify and
offer lands that have characteristics which make
them suitable for year-round residence, seasonal
residence, or self-sufficient remote residence, but
once the land is sold the owner will decide how to
use the land. DNR can not guarantee that, for in-
stance, land sold to satisfy the demand for seasonal
residences will not be used for permanent residences.
DNR’s settlement program is designed to accom-
modate five categories. Within the planning area
DNR will attempt to meet at least some of the
demand for each of the five categories of settlement.
However, given the nature of demand for settlement
lands in the region and that there is little state land
near existing communities, the department’s em-
phasis will be on meeting demand for recreational
use and seasonal residences. The five categories
area:

A. Recreational Use or Seasonal Residences. This
category is the most common use of land dis-
posed of by the state. DNR will, where feasible,
.avoid poor quality sites, such as north-facing
slopes, and offer quality sites with characteristics
such as proximity to water, views, good hunting,
or interesting topography. Because there is a
limited supply of highly desirable state land, the
state will offer some lands that do not have ex-
ceptional amenity values to meet the demand for
recreational and seasonal use.

The state will also offer opportunities for short
term-private use of state-owned lands through the
state’s remote cabin program (see the Remote
Cabin section of this chapter).

B. Year-round Residences or Community Ex-
pansion. There is little state land near existing
communities. Where it can, DNR will offer ac-
cessible land suitable to meet the needs of grow-
ing communities. This category serves people
whose principal place of residence--and usually
work--is or. will be in the area of the disposal.

C. Year-round, Relatively Self-sufficient Remote
Residences. DNR will provide opportunities for
those who wish to pursue a remote, more or less
self-sufficient lifestyle. Generally, the state will
not offer tracts large enough for families to sub-

sist on, but will offer smaller parcels adjacent to
public land on which the public can gather
firewood and houselogs, and hunt and fish.
Under current programs, homesteads are limited
t0 40 acres or less when located adjacent to public
land on which the public can gather firewood and
houselogs, and hunt, fish, and trap.

This category, although important, will not be a
high priority in the disposal program because it
is expensive (due to survey costs) and requires a
commitment of large amounts of public land to
satisfy relatively few people. Itis less in demand
than the preceding two categories.

D. Settlement Associated with Natural Resource
Development Projects. The state will set a high
priority on making land available for the develop-

~ ment of new communities or the expansion of
existing communities adjacent to major resource
development projects. In some cases, the state
must decide if leasing lands for a campsite or
temporary settlement is preferable to selling land
for a townsite,

E. Industrial or Commercial Development. To
stimulate or facilitate economic development,
DNR will sell, lease, or protect suitable land for
private, commercial, and industrial future use.
Requirements for these uses are highly site-
specific, and disposal decisions will be made
case-by-case as demands arise.

Resource and Economic Impacts. Contribute
positively to other uses of natural resources and
minimize the undesired impacts of land offerings on
opportunities for resource use.

Land Acquisition. At this time it is the state’s goal
to provide individuals a range of options for acquir-
ing title to state land. Under the current homestead
and homesite programs state land may be acquired
by various combinations of residing on the property,
constructing a dwelling on the property, and purchas-
ing the property. Public lands offered for private
ownership under the general land disposal program
will be sold for current fair market value, subject but
not limited to the exceptions noted in AS 38.05.055
and 38.05.057.

Community Land Needs. To stimulate or facilitate
community development, DNR should sell, lease, or
protect for future use suitable land for community

use. Requirements for these uses are highly-specific
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and disposal decisions will be made case-by-case as
demands arise. The state will set a high priority on
making land available for the expansion of existing
communities.

Fiscal Impacts. Minimize future fiscal costs to
local or state government for services, wildfire
management, and infrastructure requirements that
result from settlement of state lands.

Community and Social Impacts. Minimize un-
desired changes in the character of life among nearby
communities or residents caused by land disposal
projects while considering the needs and demands of
all state residents.

Coordination with Local Governments and
Landowners. Coordinate state land offering
programs with similar programs of local govern-
ments and major landowners to best achieve com-
mon objectives. Consider availability of land in
private ownership when determining the amount,
type, and location of state land offerings.

Management Guidelines

A. Planning and Coordination

1. Long-term Program. Under this plan
271,770 acres may be offered for settlement.
Another 41,200 acres with settlement potential
will be kept in public ownership for the short-
term and classified resource management.
The disposal program will be designed tomake
land available for at least 20 years to ensure
that Alaskans have the opportunity to acquire
public land. The pacing of land disposals will
be controlled through the statewide disposal
plan and through the guidelines in Chapter 3.

2. Competition. Although the state will coordinate
its offerings with those of other landowners, it
may compete with the private sector or local
govemments if necessary to satisfy demand, pro-
vide market choice, or moderate prices.

3.Local Plans. DNR will comply with
provisions of local comprehensive plans
regarding the pace, location, and density of
land development to the extent that local re-
quirements are not inconsistent with a major
overriding state interest,

4. Design Review Boards. In addition to holding
public meetings, alocal design review board will
be established when, in the opinion of the Direc-

tor of the Division of Land, it would be a
constructive way to involve persons affected
by a disposal project. A design review board
will consist of a maximum of five citizens and
local government officials appointed by an
appropriate local government official, Where
local govemment does not exist or is unwilling
to appoint such a board, DNR will make the
appointments if sufficient interest exists.

The design review board is advisory and will
participate in and review all stages of design,
including location, design of parcel size,
transportation routes, and open space. The
board will make recommendations to the
Director of the Divisionof Land at appropriate
times during the design process.

5. Coordination with Local Governments.
Where DNR and a municipality both have
land, state land offering programs should be
coordinated with similar programs of local
govemnment to best achieve common objec-
tives. DNR would develop a joint disposal
plan for state and municipal lands with any
municipality that is interested. This plan
would consider the municipality’s fiscal plan-
ning for road extension priorities and its plans
for levels of services in different areas. If a
municipality has a comprehensive land use
plan, that plan will provide direction for dis-
posal priorities. The disposal plan should
demonstrate what community objectives
would be met and how the requested capital
improvement funds would support
municipality-wide priorities for roads and ser-
vice extensions to benefit current and future
residents. The disposal plan should
demonstrate how increased access and
development will promote use of other resour-
ces such as agriculture, mining, forestry and
recreation, and thus provide statewide and
regional benefits.

B. Types of Offerings. The types of offerings are
established by the legislature and are subject to
change. The following guidelines relate to
several types of offerings available to the depart-
ment at this time:

1. Predesignated Parcels. Inareas where severe
land use conflicts and inefficient use of resour-
ces are expected to result from staking by the
entrant, DNR may offer homestead parcels
with predesignated boundaries.

2-20
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2, Staking Outside Designated Project Areas.

Entrants are responsible for establishing the
location of their parcels accurately. Title will
not be granted to parcels located outside the
boundaries of project areas. Entrants who in-
correctly locate parcels outside designated
areas may be given a second opportunity to
stake within the proper area.

3. Isolated Parcels of State Land. The state has

acquired--and will continue to acquire--iso-
lated parcels of land through foreclosure, es-
cheat, and other methods. The following
guidelines apply to management and possible
disposal of these parcels.

a. In or Near Existing Communities. If the
parcel is in or immediately adjacent to an
existing community or past state land offer-
ing, the parcel can be offered for settlement
unless it is appropriate as a site(s) for
schools, gravel pits, roads, parks, sewer
treatment plants, or other public facilities.

b.Parcels Near Other State Land. If the
parcel adjoins or is surrounded by other state
land, it should be managed according to the
management intent and guidelines ap-
plicable to the adjacent lands.

¢. Parcels Not Near Other State Land. Iso-

lated parcels, such as property acquired
through foreclosure or escheat, which is sur-
rounded by federal land, should be con-
sidered for sale or exchange to the adjacent
federal land owner.

4. Leases for Private Recreation Cabins.

Leases for private (non-commercial) recrea-
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information about flood zones in land disposal
brochures when a disposal is in a potential
flood hazard area.

In drainages where the 100-year floodway has
not been surveyed, the best available informa-
tion will be used to determine the flood hazard
zone that should remain in public ownership.

2. Protection and Management of Valuable

Environmental Processes. In areas to be con-
veyed to private ownership, the state will pro-
vide a publicly owned open-space system to
preserve important fish and wildlife habitats
and natural areas such as shorelands, fresh-
water wetlands, riparian lands, watersheds,
and surface and ground water recharge areas.
(See policies on these subjects for details,
especially Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Har-
vest Guideline I, Conflicts with Traditional
Uses of Fish and Game, page 2-9).

Wetlands with important hydrologic, habitat,
or recreational values, and adjacent buffer
strips, will be retained for open space. Sys-
tems of publicly owned open space will be
designed to provide the necessary linkage and
continuity to protect or increase values for
human uses and wildlife movements. In some
places, large areas may be retained to provide
adequate terrestrial habitat.

3. Protection and Enhancement of Scenic Fea-

tures. Generally, the state will retain in public
ownership unique natural features such as
cliffs, bluffs and waterfalls, and foreground
open space for panoramic vistas. Public ac-
cess to such amenities will also be preserved.
Islands in rivers or lakes will be retained in

tional cabins are prohibited.. public ownership for enjoyment and use by the
C. Protection, Management, and Enhancement public.
of Other Resources.

4, Protection and Enhancement of Recrea-

1. Protection of Life and Property. The state tional, Educational, and Cultural Oppor-

N es

will, to the extent feasible and prudent, dis-
courage development in areas of flooding, un-
stable ground, significant avalanche risk, and
other hazards. The department will achieve
this objective by retaining public land, requir-
ing building setbacks, and through public
education.

DNR will discourage development of non-
water-dependent structures in the 100-year
floodway by requiring necessary residential
building setbacks and by providing available

tunities. Protect the need for and retain
appropriate areas for outdoor recreation, trails,
campsites, boat launches, historic sites, and
areas for scientific study. Areas for intensive
and dispersed use will be preserved. (See also
Cultural Resources guidelines page 2-6,
regarding cultural resource surveys for land
offerings).

5. Protection of Material Sources. Generally if

a designated seftlement area contains sand and
gravel deposits, rock sources, and other similar

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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high value material resources, a pit area will be
identified and retained in public ownership for
future use.

6. Cumulative Effects. Chances for inadvertent

and undesired cumulative effects of 1and offer-
ings and disposals will be minimized by ex-
amining the impacts of various region-wide
comprehensive land use alternatives. DNR’s
area planning program does this and will es-
tablish and revise regional land offering and
disposal policies for state lands.

D. Design

1. Provision of Public Land for Communities.

Protect the need for and retain appropriate
greenbelts, public-use corridors, personal-use
woodlots, buffer areas, commons, building set-
backs, sites for schools, gravel pits, roads,
parks, and other public facilities, such as sewer
treatment plants and health clinics, and other
open spaces to help create a desirable land use
pattern in developing areas.

2. Cost of Public Services. In accordance with

AS38.04.010, DNR will attempt to direct year-
round settlement toward areas where services
exist or can be provided with reasonable ef-
ficiency. State land that is located beyond the
range of existing schools and other necessary
public services or that is located where
development of sources or employment is im-
probable will be sited and designed to en-
courage seasonal use with sufficient separation
between residences so that public services will
not be necessary or expected. Wildfire
management costs that result from settlement
will be considered and minimized to the extent
feasible.

3. Provision of Access. The state will ensure that

legal, practical public access (landing areas,
rivers, trails, or other options most appropriate
to the particular situation) is identified and
reserved within land offerings.

4, Personal Use of Nearby Resources. One of

the considerations in deciding the location,
size, and design of land disposal projects will
be the nearby supply of resources, such as
firewood and houselogs, and the expected
demand from people who will own the parcels.
Where it is anticipated that land recipients will
want to use timber resources, nearby woodlots
may be retained instead of selling individual

parcels large enough to meet the personal use
demands of the owner. This would provide
some nearby public land on which firewood
and houselogs can be gathered while keeping
open options for other uses of those lands when
access develops or new demands are iden-
tified.

5. Subdivision Design. If subdivisions are of-

fered, they will be designed to preserve and
enhance the quality of the natural setting and
the recreational opportunities that make an
area attractive to potential buyers.

The following slope and lot size standards
should generally be applied in state sub-
divisions, assuming that the parcels have been
reviewed and approved as required by Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation regula-
tions:

Percent Average Slope Minimum Lot Size
0-12 1 acre
13-20 4 acres
21-30 10 acres
greater than 30 no development

Other procedures and standards for sub-
division design are described in "Design of
Residential and Recreational Subdivisions", in
the Division of Land’s Policy and Procedures
Manual,

6. Boundaries of Settlement Designations.

Boundaries of land use designations shown on
the maps in Chapter 3 may be modified
through on-the-ground implementation ac-
tivities -- for example, site planning for dis-
posals -- if the modifications adhere to the
management intent for the subunits affected.

7. Easements. Easements will be used as one

means to retain public use rights needed on
privately owned lands.

Easements generally will not be used to retain
a public interest in lands within a subdivision.
Instead, DNR will generally retain such lands
in public ownership. Exceptions to this policy
may be made where the interest protected is
very limited, such as for local pedestrian ac-
cess that is not part of an integrated neighbor-
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hood or community trail system. This policy
will minimize confusion between public use
and private ownership rights.

8. Design of Settlement Areas near Mineral-
ized Areas. When siting a settlement area near
or adjacent to a mineralized area is un-
avoidable, DNR will take measures to reduce
conflicts between existing or future mineral
development and settlement. These measures
may include retaining buffers that will remain
closed to mineral entry in the design of the
settlement area.

E. Other Guidelines Affecting Settlement. Other
guidelines may affect settlement. See in par-
ticular the following sections of this chapter:

Agriculture and Grazing
Cultural-Resources

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry

Lakeshore Management

Materials

Public Access

Recreation and Tourism

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

Transportation

Wetland Management

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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STREAM CORRIDORS & INSTREAM FLOW

Goals

Recreation. Provide opportunities for a variety of
recreational activities within stream corridors, in-
cluding wildermess and developed recreational ac-
tivities.

Habitat. Protect riparian fish and wildlife habitats.

Private Ownership of Land. Provide opportunities
for private ownership of land near streams.

Water Quality. Protect water quality to support
domestic uses, fish and wildlife production, and
recreational activities.

Forest Products. Where consistent with the
management objectives of a stream corridor, provide
for timber harvest from riparian forests.

Management Guidelines -
Stream Corridors

A, Priority of Public Uses in Stream Corridors.
Along most streams, DNR will set a higher
priority on protecting public use values in stream
corridors than on providing opportunities for
private ownership of land. However, the depart-
ment recognizes the strong demand for property
along streams and will provide land for private
purchase in some stream corridors. Prior to the
disposal of stream corridor lands, DNR, in con-
sultation with other affected agencies and the
public, will assess existing and projected public
use needs associated with the stream corridor.
Disposals near streams having important recrea-
tion value will be designed to protect access to
and along the stream for fishing, hiking, camping,
and other recreational activities.

B. Retention of Publicly Owned Buffers

1. Management Intent. When the management
intent for land adjacent to a stream includes
uses such as fishing, picnicking, hunting, tim-
ber harvest, building fires, camping, or other
similar active uses, public ownership of stream
buffers should be used rather than easements
to provide for these uses. These buffers will
not be opened to remote cabin permits.

2.In Subdivisions or Agricultural Sales. In
state subdivisions or agricultural sales, when it

has been determined that stream buffers should
be kept in public ownership (see criteria in B-1,
above), stream buffers will either be retained in
public ownership or dedicated to the public orthe
local govermnment. If streams in subdivisions or
agricultural sales have recreation, public use, or
habitat values of regional or statewide impor-
tance, or are identified as public waters, buffers
should be retained in state ownership.

3. Length of Stream Buffers. Publicly owned
buffers adjacent to a stream may be retained
along the full length of the stream or on the
segments determined to have high current or
future use and habitat values.

C. Retention of Access Easements

1. Easements for Travel. An easement rather
than a publicly owned stream corridor may be
retained where the primary management intent
is to protect the public’s right to travel along or
across a stream rather than to retain an area for
public use. Aneasement should state the rights
that it reserves. State access easements usually
should reserve the rights of ingress and egress
plus associated or incidental uses of the public
resources of the waterbody, such as resting,
loading and unloading boats, and fishing. Boat
storage and camping are not considered in-
cidental uses of the waterbody and usually
should not be reserved. On a case-by-case
basis, the state should decide which rights are
appropriate for individual easements and may
reserve more or fewer rights than are listed
above. Easements established before this plan
was updated (1990) are not affected by this -
guideline.

2. Type of Travel in the Easement. Easements
along streams should establish the right to
travel by foot, dogsled, horseback, and snow-
mobile. On a case-by-case basis the right to
travel by all terrain vehicles and wheeled
vehicles may be reserved, where doing so is in
the public interest. Easements should be
reserved for roads or railroads only if they are
likely to be built.

3. Easements in Combination with Buffers.
Easements and publicly owned buffers may
both be used on a stream to provide oppor-
tunities for private ownership near the stream
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while protecting public use or habitat values on
other portions of the stream. Therefore, al-
though easements should not be used where
significant public use is to be encouraged, they
may be used on portions of a stream with
important public recreation and habitat values
when most land adjacent to the stream is
retained for public use.

D. Establishing Widths of Buffers, Easements,

and Setbacks

1. Reasons for Varying Widths. Width of ease-
ments, setbacks, and publicly owned buffers
along a stream will vary according to manage-
ment intent for the stream and adjacent
uplands. In addition, the buffer width for any
given stream may vary along the stream course
depending on topography, vegetation, and land
ownership. Establishing buffer widths for par-
ticular streams will be based, at aminimum, on
the following: recreational activities to be ac-
commodated, habitat protection and manage-
ment, noise abatement, visual quality, water
quality, prevention of riverbank erosion (in
which case the buffer should be widened to
compensate) and land disposal.

2. Guidelines for Establishing Widths. Al-
though buffer, easement, and setback widths
may vary from stream to stream, a basic level
of consistency is necessary to avoid confusion
about the width of public use and access areas
along the state’s many streams; also fieldwork

~ and site analysis to establish separate buffer
widths for each stream corridor would be
prohibitively expensive. The following
guidelines are intended to establish a
reasonable degree of consistency in buffer,
easement, and setback widths used by the
department when disposing of an interest in
state land.

* Standard Buffer Width: 100 to 200 feet.
When it is determined that a publicly owned
buffer is appropriate, a standard minimum
buffer width (forexample, astaking setback)
of 200 feet should generally be established
landward from the ordinary high water mark
on each bank unless the use or activity is
water-dependent or water-related. This
width may be reduced to a minimum of 100
feet on each bank in individual cases when
consistent with the management objectives
for the stream corridor. The width of the

setback will be adequate to maintain public
access to riparian areas and protect water
quality in accordance with water quality
standards established by the Department of
Environmental Conservation and the Forest
Practices Act (see Guideline F, page 2-26).

Buffer Widths Along Streams Recom-
mended as State Recreation Rivers. Asa
general standard, publicly owned buffers of
at least one-fourth mile landward from the
ordinary high water mark on each bank
should be retained on streams recommended
for legislative designation as State Recrea-
tion Rivers. Exceptions to this policy may
be made where land ownership, topography,
natural resource values, or the nature of an-
ticipated public uses in a stream corridor
warrant.

Standard Easement Widths: 50-foot min-
imum. When it is determined that a public
access easement will be reserved on land
adjacent to a stream, a minimum easement
of 50 feet landward from the ordinary high
water mark on each bank will be reserved.

Building Setbacks in Land Sale Areas. In
all cases where land is sold near a stream, a
minimum building setback of 100 feet
landward from the ordinary high water mark
on each bank will be established. The width
may be reduced when land adjacent to the
stream is stable and development oruse does
not pose a risk to water quality or other
values, such as wildlife or recreation. In
some cases stream buffers may be reduced
to allow for an adequate publicly owned
buffer or setback on a nearby, more valuable
wetland or lake.

E. Uses Allowed in Easements, Setbacks, and

Buffers. Water-dependent structures, such as
docks and boathouses, are allowed within ease-
ments, setbacks, and publicly owned buffers. If
a structure would block public access, altemative
access must be provided. Commercial or in-
dustrial uses and activities that are neither water-
dependent nor water-related may occur within
100 feet only if there is no feasible and prudent
alternative to meet the public need. Where it is
not feasible and prudent to maintain a setback
adjacent to fish habitat, public water supplies, or
recreational waters, other measures will be used
to mitigate the impacts.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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F.

.

Timber Harvest Near Streams. Timber harvest
near streams will be consistent with the Forest
Practices Act and regulations (AS 41.17 and 11
AAC 95). See AS 41.17.118(a)(1) for harvest
within 100 feet of an anadromous or high value
resident fish waterbody.

Structures in Fish Habitat. See Fish and
Wildlife Habitat and Harvest Guideline C, page
2-8.

. Water Intake Structures. See Fish and Wildlife

Habitat and Harvest Guideline D, page 2-8.

Alteration of the Hydrologic System. To the
extent feasible, channelization, diversion, or
damming that will alter natural hydrologic con-
ditions and have a significant adverse impact on
important riverine habitat will be avoided.

Soil Erosion. Soil erosion will be minimized by
restricting the removal of vegetation adjacent to
streams and by stabilizing disturbed soil as soon
as possible. Projects to stabilize a streambank
require an authorization.

. Other Guidelines Affecting Stream Corridors.

Other guidelines may affect stream corridors.
See in particular the following sections of this
chapter:

Agriculture and Grazing

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry

Public Access

Recreation and Tourism

Settlement

Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

Transportation

Wetland Management

Management Guidelines -
Instream Flow

A, Streams and Uses to Consider. Under AS
46.15, reservation of instream flow is possible for
four types of uses: (1) protection of fish and
wildlife habitat, migration and propagation; (2)
recreation and park purposes; (3) navigation and
transportation purposes; and (4) sanitary and
water quality purposes.

B. Process for Determining Reservations. The
process for determining instream flow reserva-
tions is outlined in 11 AAC 93.141 - 11 AAC
93.147. Before beginning the process to deter-
mine instream flow reservations, an applicant
should contact the Water Management Section of
the Northemn Region Office of DNR. If the ap-
plication will involve habitat resources, the ap-
plicant should contact DF&G.

C. Priorities. High priority streams and other
waterbodies for instream flow study and possible
reservation are identified in Chapter 4, Instream
Flow Reservations. These have been identified
because of their high public values, particularly
for habitat and recreation, and the high potential
for conflicts with these values from resource
developments.

D. Other Guidelines Affecting Instream Flow.
Other guidelines may affect instream flow. See
in particular the following sections of this chap-
ter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Materials

Recreation and Tourism

Subsurface Resources

Transportation
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SUBSURFACE RESOURCES

Goals

Mineral and Energy Supplies. Make metallic and
non-metallic minerals, coal, oil and gas, and geother-
mal resources available to contribute to the energy
and mineral supplies and independence of the United
States of America.

Economic Development. Contribute to Alaska’s
economy by making subsurface resources available
for development, which will provide stable job op-
portunities, stimulate growth of secondary and other
primary industries, and establish a stable source of
state revenues. - :

Environmental Quality and Cultural Values.
When developing subsurface resources, protect the
integrity of the environment and affected cultures to
the extent feasible and prudent.

State Support for Mining. Aid in the development
of infrastructure such as ports, roads, and railroads
and continue to provide geologic mapping and tech-
nical support for the mining industry.

Managémenf Guidelines -
Mineral and Coal
Development

A. Mineral and Coal Exploration. Recognized
exploration methods for locatable minerals will
be allowed on all state lands unless specifically
closed to prospecting. Exploration methods may
be subject to the conditions of a land use permit.

Prospecting for-coal may be permitted adjacent
to anadromous fish streams (other than those
protected in specific corridors); however, if a
lease is issued, the department reserves the right
to restrict surface entry where it determines the
surface values are significant enough to warrant
such a restriction. Decisions on surface entry for
coal adjacent to streams will be made in consult-
ation with the affected agencies.

=

Open to Mineral Entry. All state lands open to
mineral entry are multiple use areas where
mineral development will be accommodated and
encouraged consistent with applicable state law
and the policies of this plan.

C. Reclamation of Mined Land. Land use permits
and plans of operation formineral development and
gravel extraction will specify measures necessary
to retum the land to a useful condition. Specific
measures and any requirement for a performance
bond will be consistent with AS 27.19. Specific
measures may include storage and reuse of topsoil,
disposal, or overburden, regrading of tailings and

- revegetation, reestablishment of natural (not neces-
sarily original) contours, reestablishment of natural
drainage system, long-term erosion control
measures, and removal of equipment, improve-
ments, and other man-made items.

D. Access for Mineral and Coal Development.
~ Existing roads should be used for access to mine
sites wherever feasible.

Access across tundra, wetlands, and other en-
vironmentally sensitive areas will be managed in
a manner that minimizes damage (See also
Transportation Guidelines, page 2-32).

=

Control of Impacts. Guidelines will be
developed as necessary through the land use per-
mit or leasing process to minimize adverse im-
pacts of mining, especially in settled areas,
recreation areas, and in areas viewed from roads.
In such areas, guidelines should consider, at a
minimum, the following items: control of solid
wastes, removal of vegetation, siting of mining
structures, tailings and overburden, roads, noise
pollution, and rehabilitation of mining sites.

F. Coordination with Local Governments. Coor-
dinate subsurface development with local
govemment zoning authority to best achieve
common objectives.

Application of Locatable
Mineral Closures and the
Locatable Mineral Leasing
Program

A. Background

Locatable mineral closures are the most restric-
tive management tool that can be used by DNR
10 resolve subsurface and other resource con-
flicts. AS 38.05.185(a) requires that before an
area of state land can be closed to mining or
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mineral location, the commissioner must make a
written finding that mining would be incom-
patible with significant surface uses.

Requiring that locatable mineral developments
occur under a lease is a more flexible manage-
ment tool than mineral closure. Therefore,
mineral leasing is preferred over mineral closure
as a management option to resolve conflicts be-
tween other significant resources and mining and
mineral location. AS 38.05.185(a) requires that
for mining to be allowed only under written
leases issued under AS 38.05.205, the commis-
sioner must determine that there are potential use
conflicts on state land or the land was mineral in
character at the time of state selection. Under 11
AAC 86.135(b), if a surface disposal area is not
closed entirely to mineral entry, it will be made
available only by leasehold location.

After consultation with DF&G and Department
of Environmental Conservation, and concurrent
with the designation of an area being open to
locatable mineral entry under lease, DNR will
identify potential conflicts between mining and
other resources that require protection. DNR will
also state the general nature of stipulations to be
used in leases to protect those other resources.

Areas Closed To Mineral Entry-

Using the criteria established in AS 38.05.185(a),
DNR generally finds mining to be incompatible
with the types of surface uses listed below and
closes the area to mining or mineral location at
the specified times in the decision making
process. However, each situation will be
evaluated separately when mineral orders are
prepared and a determination made that the re-
quirements of AS 38.05.185(a) have been met.

1. Lands Offered for Sale or Transfer to Other
Owners.

a. Areas Scheduled for Disposal. Land
scheduled for commercial, industrial,
agricultural, or subdivision sale will be
closed to mining and mineral location at the
end of the first year of the Land Availability
Determination System (LADS) process
(that is, approximately two years before the
anticipated land sale).

b. Homesteading Areas. Lands available for
homesteading (including agriculture
homesteading) will be closed to mining and
mineral location at the end of the first year

of the LADS process (that is, approximately
two years before the anticipated land sale).
These areas will remain closed until the
allowed number of homestead entries has
occurred. Atthat time, those portions of the
project area with few or no homesteads will
be reopened for mineral entry and location,
unless it is determined that the resulting
settlement pattern creates significant, ir-
reconcilable land use conilicts.

¢. Land Proposed for Exchange. Lands
proposed for exchange or trade will be
closed to mineral entry and location at the
time a preliminary agreement to exchange
the lanid is reached.

d Land tobe Transferred to Another Public
Agency. Lands reserved for transfer to
another public agency for development of a
public facility or reserved as a future
townsite will be closed to mineral entry and
location at the time the area is classified
“Reserved Use" or when an Interagency
Land Management Agreement is signed.

2, Retained Lands. Lands and waters that sup-
port production or maintenance of fish or
wildlife species having significant economic,
recreational, scientific, educational, or cultural
values or which have been given special
protection through state or federal legislation
or international treaty may be closed to mineral
entry (see Chapter 4, Areas Recommended for
Legislative Designation, and Appendix C,
Mineral Orders).

C. Leasehold Location Areas

Using the criteria established in AS 38.05.185,
DNR has determined that on certain lands in the
Tanana Basin area, mining will be allowed only
under leases issued under AS 38.05.205. The
areas subject to leasehold location requirements
are certain mineral licks that are important for
wildlife populations. The location of these
mineral licks and relevant guidelines for
leaseholds, are found in management units 4P2,
5C1, 6E2, and TM2 (see Appendix C, Mineral
Orders.).

. Other Resource Values That May Conflict

with Coal or Mineral Development

In some circumstances, the commissioner may
find that some values may require locatable
mineral leasing, closure, or a prohibition of coal
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leasing and prospecting to protect continued produc-
tivity and availability. In other circumstances, care
during mineral development s ail that may be neces-
sary to protect these resources. It is impossible to
predict the degree of conflict that could occur be-
tween mining and any other resource value in all
circumstances. Therefore, in future updates, the fol-
lowing categories of resource values are evaluated to
determine if locatable mineral leasing, prohibition of
coal leasing or prospecting, or another management
option is necessary to protect the continued produc-
tivity and availability of the resource in conflict. The
sites within the planning area that are judged at this
time to need these types of protection are identified
in sections B and C above.

1. Retained Lands with Significant Commer-
cial, Industrial, or Public Use Values

Lands with significant coal, oil and gas, timber,
or other commercial potential.

Lands recognized as future transportation cor-
ridors where access for pipelines, roads, railroads,
orother surface transportation infrastructure could
be blocked or impeded by mining claims. (After
the alignment is established, areas will be
reopened if they are surplus land).

Lands and waters that provide unique or unusual
opportunities for human use and enjoyment.

Lands and waters that provide significant
recreation opportunities, such as clear water
rivers that are now or are expected to be im-
portant for recreation, key public access sites,
and sites for recreation facilities.

Lands and waters that are the watershed of a
community water supply.

Sand and gravel pits, stone quarries, or other
significant known material sites where
development might be impeded if mineral
claims ware staked.

2. Retained Lands with Significant Fish or
Wildlife Resources.

Lands and waters that support protected
species of plants, fish or wildlife (bald and
golden eagles), threatened species (arctic
peregrine falcon), or endangered species
(American peregrine falcon).

Lands and waters that support production or
maintenance of fish or wildlife species that have
significant economic, recreational, scientific,

Chapter 2 - Areawide Land Management Policies

educational, or cultural values, or which have
been given special protection through state or
federal legislation or international treaty.

State game refuges, critical habitat areas, and
sanctuaries. In decision Memorandum 44,
signed by the commissioner in Janvary 1984,
DNR set the statewide policy that within legis-
latively established Critical Habitat Areas and
Game Refuges, mining will only occur under
lease, though the policy has not been imple-
mented yet. Also, individual legislatively
designated areas may be recommended for
mineral closure, but such closure would be
decided on a case-by-case basis using the
criteria found in AS 38.05.185(a).

Otherlands and waters not included above that
are known to support unique or unusually large
concentrations of fish and wildlife.

Management Guidelines -
Oil and Gas f

The plan defers any decisions regarding leasing for
oil and gas and other energy resources to DNR’s
existing leasing processes. No lease sales are cur-
rently proposed. Qil and gas guidelines specific to a
particular management unit are found in Chapter 3.
The department’s statewide policies for oil and gas
are found in the Five Year Oil and Gas Leasing
Program. Specific stipulations for oil and gas ex-
ploration, development, and production activities
will be developed and applied case-by-case using the
oil and gas lease sale process.

Other Guidelines Affecting
Subsurface Resources and
Materials

Other guidelines may affect subsurface resources
and materials. See in particular the following sec-
tions of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Public Access

Settlement

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Trail Management

Transportation

Wetland Management

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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TRAIL MANAGEMENT

Goals

Public Use Opportunities. Ensure continued op-
portunities for public use of important recreation,
public access, and historic trails of regional and
statewide significance,

Local Trails. Assist in establishing local trail sys-
tems that provide access to community recreation
areas.

Trail Corridors. Protect or establish trail corridors
to meet projected future use requirements as well as
protecting current use.

Management Guidelines

A. Corridors for Special Trails. Some trails re-
quire unusual widths or management practices
because of historical significance or unique
values. Management guidelines should be
developed for such trails on a case-by-case basis.
As a general policy, special trails will be
protected by publicly owned corridors. These
corridors will generally be wider than the 100-
foot minimum trail buffer width established for
trails of regional or statewide significance in
Guideline B below. :

B. Corridors for Trails of Regional or Statewide
Significance. This category includes the
majority of trails on state land that are identified
in the Tanana Basin Trail Mapping Project.
These trails provide foot, dogsled, horse, or
sometimes vehicle access for a variety of pur-
poses, some of which may require authorization
from DNR. Most have a history of public use,
and increased use can be expected as the state’s
population increases.

Trail Buffer Width. Trails of regional or
statewide significance on state land will be
protected by publicly owned corridors that have
a minimum width of 100 feet (50 feet each side
of centerline). These corridors should be
designed to protect the quality of the experience
of the user and to minimize negative effects, such
as noise or dust, from adjacent land uses. Cor-
ridor widths may be increased to minimize land
use and ownership conflicts, to protect the
privacy of adjacent landowners, to separate
motorized from non-motorized uses, to allow

future siting of public facilities, to allow
flexibility forrerouting, orto adapt a trail to allow
specific public uses or aesthetic or environmental
concerns. Corridor widths may vary along the
length of a trail because of the above considera-
tions. The width of a corridor on any portion of
a trail should also be based on the management
intent for adjacent public land as expressed
through applicable land use plans. However, in
no case should the width of the buffer be less than
100 feet. Trail corridors should be designed in
consultation with affected divisions of DNR,
DF&G, DOT&PF, and local trail committees.
Activity areas of 10-40 acres may be identified
along trails for activities such as camping areas
and rest areas.

Corridors for Neighborhood and Community
Trails. Local trails that are not of regional or
statewide significance will be identified and
protected through management plans or disposal
design under guidelines recommended in the
department’s subdivision design manual. The
following criteria should be used to determine
whether a local trail should be protected by ease-
ment or public ownership:

1. Neighborhood Collector Trails. If the local
trail serves as a neighborhood collector trail
that connects to a public open space system or
a regional statewide trail, it will be kept in
public ownership.

2. Use By Neighborhood Residents. If the trail
is to be used mostly by neighborhood residents
for their own use, it should be dedicated to the
public or local government.

3. Local Pedestrian Access. If the objective is
to provide local pedestrian access that is not
part of an integrated neighborhood or com-
munity trail system, an easement may be used.
This would typically occur when the purpose
is to establish access between two lots in order
to improve pedestrian circulation within the
subdivision where a greenbelt and neighbor-
hood trail system does not provide adequate
access or where it is impractical to establish
such an integrated trail system.

4. Buffers and Easements. In cases of land
disposals where lots are not pre-designated,
either a publicly owned buffer or an easement
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will be used to protect designated trails. If a
trail has the characteristics described in 1 or 2
above, it will be retained in public ownership.
If it has the characteristics described in 3
above, an easement will be reserved.

Identification of Trails. Prior to lease or dis-
posal of public lands, trails that merit protection
by one of the methods described in guidelines A
through C, above, should be identified. The
Division of Land will be the lead agency for
identification of trails and will consult with the
other divisions of DNR, DOT&PF and DF&G.
In addition, any agency, organization, or in-
dividual may identify public trails to be con-
sidered for protection.

Land Use in Trail Corridors. To the extent
feasible and prudent, land use activities within a
trail corridor--for example, permits, leases, tim-
ber sales, and material sales--will be managed
and permits and leases issued so as to not adver-
sely affect trail use or the aesthetic character of
the trail. This does not preclude trail crossings or
rerouting of trails as described below.

Rerouting Trails. Rerouting trails for a short
distance may be authorized to minimize land use
conflicts or to facilitate use of a trail if alternate
routes provide opportunities similar to the
original. If trails are rerouted, provision should
be made for construction of new trail segments if
warranted by type of use. Rerouting trails should
be done in consultation with affected divisions of
DNR, DOT&PF, DF&G, and local trail commit-
tees. Historic trails that follow well-established
routes should not be rerouted unless necessary to
maintain trail use.

G. Trail Crossings. When itisnecessary for power-

lines, pipelines, or roads to cross trail corridors,
crossings should be at 90° angles when feasible.
An exception is when a trail corridor is
deliberately combined with a public utility or
transportation corridor. Where feasible, vegeta-
tive screening should be preserved when a utility
crosses or co-locates within a trail corridor.

H. Other Guidelines Affecting Trail Manage-

ment. Other guidelines may affect trail manage-
ment. See in particular the following sections of
this chapter:

Agriculture and Grazing
Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry
Lakeshore Management
Materials
Public Access
Recreation and Tourism
Settlement
Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources
Transportation
Wetland Management
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TRANSPORTATION

Goals

These goals pertain to all forms of surface, air, and
water transportation, and all forms of utility or
resource transportation corridors.

- Support Plan Designations. Provide for a transpor-
tation system that supports the land use designations
made by this plan and is integrated with other area-
wide transportation needs.

Minimize Costs. Provide for a transportation sys-
tem having the lowest possible long run costs, in-
cluding construction, operations, and maintenance.

Minimize Adverse Impacts. Provide for a
transportation system with minimal adverse impacts
on the aquatic environment, the terrestrial environ-
ment, and aesthetic and cultural features.

Promote Efficiency. Provide for a transportation
system that uses energy efficiently and encourages
compact, efficient development patterns.

Ensure Public Safety. Provide for a transportation
system with a high standard of public safety.

Management Guidelines

A. Identification of Potential Transportation
Routes. This plan provides general recommen-
dations for transportation routes necessary to
support the land use designations. However,
more detailed route alignment and feasibility
analysis must be completed before the routes can
be considered final.

To the extent feasible and prudent, DNR will
avoid actions incompatibie with the eventual con-
struction of any potential transportation routes
identified in this plan until final decisions are
made on the feasibility of these routes.

B. Access Plans for Land Offerings or Resource
Development Projects. Before a land disposal
or the start of a resource development project,
DNR will work with DOT&PF to identify ap-
propriate locations for access and will also iden-
tify responsibilities for design, construction, and
maintenance of any proposed transportation
facilities. Access plans will be developed in con-
sultation with DOT&PF and affected local
governments.

C. Joint Use and Consolidation of Surface Access.
Joint use of surface access routes and facilities
will be encouraged wherever it is feasible and
prudent. Surface access also should be sited and
designed to accommodate future development
and avoid unnecessary duplication. The
feasibility of using an existing route or facility
should be evaluated before authorizing a new
one.

D. Protection of Hydrologic Systems. Transporta-

tion facilities will to the extent feasible and pru-
dent be located to avoid significant adverse
effects on quality or quantity of adjacent surface
water resources, or to avoid detracting from
recreational use of the waterway.

1. Minimizing the Number of Stream Cross-
ings. Stream crossings should be minimized.
When it is necessary to cross a stream for road
construction, the crossing should be as close as
possible to a 90° angle to the stream. Stream
crossings should be made at stable sections of
the stream channel.

2. Minimizing Construction in Wetlands.
Construction in wetlands, floodplains, and
other poorly drained areas should be mini-
mized, and existing drainage patterns main-
tained. Culverts should be installed where
necessary to enable free movement of water,
mineral salts, and nutrients.

3. Designing Bridges, and Culverts. Bridges
and culverts should be large enough to accom-
modate, or be positioned to avoid altering
direction and velocity of stream flow, or inter-
fering with migrating or spawning activities of
fish and wildlife. Bridges and culverts in-
tended for permanent use should be large
enough to accommodate the 25-year peak dis-
charge (where known). Bridges should pro-
vide adequate clearance for boats, pedestrian,
horse, and large game passage whenever these
uses occur or are anticipated at significant
levels.

4. Rehabilitating Disturbed Stream Banks.
Disturbed stream banks will be recontoured,
revegetated, or rehabilitated by other measures
t0 minimize soil erosion into adjacent waters.
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5. Winter Stream and Lake Crossing. During
winter, snow ramps, snow bridges, or other
methods should be used to provide access to
frozen rivers, lakes, and streams to avoid cut-
ting, eroding, or degrading banks.

E. Protection of Fish and Wildlife Resources. Im-

portant fish and wildlife habitats such as riparian
areas, wildlife movement corridors, important
wintering or calving areas, and threatened or en-
dangered species habitat should be avoided in siting
transportation routes unless no other feasible and
prudent altematives exist. Location of routes and
timing of construction should be determined in con-
sultation with the Department of Fish and Game.

F. Road Pull-Outs. Where road corridors contact

streams, habitat corridors, or other areas of ex-
pected recreational use, sufficient acreage should
be retained in public ownership to accommodate
public access, safety requirements, and expected
recreational use. The size and location of pull-
outs should be determined in consultation with
the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation,
Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities, and Department of Fish and Game.

G. Timber Salvage from Right-of-Way. See

Forestry Guideline B, Timber Salvage, page 2-10.

H. Materials. See the guidelines on materials, page

2-13.

I. Off-Road Vehicle Activity. Off-road use of

such vehicles as snowmachines, jeeps, and small
all-terrain vehicles are a generally allowed ac-
tivity on state land. However, such activity may
require a pemnit for lands designated by the
Department of Natural Resources as "special
use” lands (depending on the restrictions made
for each particular area) and usually requires a
permit on state park system lands, fish and game
sanctuaries, refuges, critical habitat areas, and for
crossing anadromous fish streams. In addition,
repeated off-road vehicle activity in a given area
and activity by larger vehicles may require a
permit for any state lands.

Permits issued for vehicle use off roads under 11
AACY6 orin specially designated areas, will require
that disturbance of soils, vegetation, fish and wildlife
populations, drainage pattems, water quality, and
authorized land uses be minimized. Operations
should be scheduled when adequate snow and
ground frost are available to protect the ground sur-

, face, orshould require the use of low ground pressure

vehicles, avoidance of problem areas, or other
techniques to protect areas likely to be damaged.
(See also Wetland Management Guidelines, page
2-35). Before issuing permits the land manager
will consult with affected agencies.

Off-road vehicle pemits generally should not be
given for vehicle use in important wildlife habitats
during sensitive pericds when significant wildlife
populations are likely to be present. If such vehicle
activity is essential and there is no practical altema-
tive, it should be allowed only as an occasional use.
The Department of Fish and Game will be con-
sulted to help identify important habitat areas and
sensitive periods that might warrant this restriction.

J. Roadless Areas. Some areas may be designated by

the state and local govemnments as roadless and may
be managed to exclude construction of new roads, to
protect particular resources or forms of resource use.
Settlement projects may be included in roadless
areas. Roadless areas would be designated during
transportation planning, the disposal project review
process, or other interagency decision process con-
ducted with public participation.

K. Scenic Resources. The studies, Scenic Resour-

ces Along the Parks Highway (DNR, 1981) and
Denali to Wrangell-St. Elias (DNR, 1582) should
be consulted for additional information on scenic
resources during planning for management ac-
tivities that are likely to result in significant
degradation to visual quality along these routes.

L. Other Design Standards. For other guidelines

affecting transportation structures see
DOT&PF’s "Preconstruction Manual”.

M.Other Guidelines Affecting Transportation.

Other guidelines may affect transportation. See in
particular the following sections of this chapter:

Agriculture and Grazing

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Forestry

Materials

Public Access

Recreation and Tourism

Settlement

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

Wetland Management
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TRAPPING CABINS

Goals

Trapping Economy. Support the trapping economy
of the region by providing sites for trapping cabins.

Management Guidelines

A. Trapping Cabins in Settlement Areas. New
trapping cabin pemits may be allowed in desig-
nated settlement areas before the area is
scheduled for sale (prior to entering the Land
Availability Determination System [LADS]).
Permits may be issued or renewed in designated
settlement areas for up to 10 years or until the
time the area is offered for sale or staking,
whichever is shorter.

Existing trapping cabin permits will be renewed
in proposed disposal areas. When an area is
offered for sale or staking, permittees will be
given the opportunity of

1. relinquishing the trapping cabin pemit and
taking a chance on acquiring fee simple title to
the cabin site through staking, or

2. keeping the trapping cabin subject to the trap-
ping cabin regulations (not acquiring title). If
the permittee keeps the cabin, the cabin site
will be deleted from the staking area prior to
the opening.

Trapping cabins may be allowed in past land
sale areas not proposed for re-offer.

B. Other Guidelines Affecting Trapping Cabins.

Other guidelines may affect trapping cabin
management practices. See in particular the fol-
lowing sections of this chapter:

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Public Access
Settlement
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WETLAND MANAGEMENT

Goal

Protect Wetland Values. Maintain the hydrologic,
habitat, and recreational functions of public wet-
lands. Land management practices will be directed
to avoid or minimize adverse impacts on the follow-
ing important functions of wetlands:

* Wetlands filter nutrients, pollutants, and sedi-
ment from surface run-off.

* Wetlands stabilize water supplies by storing
excessive water during flooding and by
recharging groundwater during dry periods.

* Wetlands provide important feeding, rearing,
nesting, and breeding grounds for many
species. Related recreational use and aesthetic
values also are important.

Management Guidelines

A. Definition of Wetlands. For purposes of inven-

=

tory and regulation of wetlands, DNR will use the
definition adopted by the State of Alaska under
the regulation of the Coastal Management Pro-
gram (6 AAC 80.900(19)):

Freshwater wetlands means those environments
characterized by rooted vegetation which is par-
tially submerged either continuously or peri-
odically by surface freshwater with less than .5
parts per thousand salt content and not exceeding
three meters in depth.

For purposes of these management guidelines,
wetlands are divided into three classes: Class I,
wetlands larger than 100 acres and all wetlands
with alocatable stream outlet (the stream shall be
considered part of the wetland); Class II, wet-
lands between 40 and 100 acres with no outlet;
and Class III, wetlands less than 40 acres with no
outlet. '

Retention of Wetlands in Public Ownership.
Class I and IT wetlands will be retained in public
ownership unless DNR determines -- after re-
search and consuitation with affected agencies --
that they do not have sufficiently high water
quality, water supply, habitat, and/or recreation
values to merit public ownership.

Class III wetlands will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis to determine if public retention or other
measures are necessary to protect their values.
Generally, Class III wetlands of less than 5 acres
will not be retained.

C. Retention of Land Adjacent to Wetlands.

1. ClassI Wetlands: standard buffer. Guideline
B determines if Class I wetlands and surround-
ing lands (buffers) will be retained in public
ownership. Class I wetlands that remain in
public ownership will include, at minimum, a
100-foot strip adjacent to the wetland.

Restrictive use covenants and public access
easements rather than public ownership may
be used to protect Class I wetlands and as-
sociated buffers under conditions specified in
D below.

2.Class II Wetlands: standard buffer.
Guideline B determines if Class II wetlands
and surrounding lands (buffers) will be
retained in public ownership. Class II wet-
lands that remain in public ownership will
include, at minimum, a 60-foot strip adjacent
to the wetland.

Restrictive use covenants and public access ease-
ments, rather than public ownership may be used
to protect Class II wetlands and associated buf-
fers under conditions specified in D below.

3. Class III Wetlands: case-by-case. Class III
wetlands will be evaluated on a case-by-case
basis through the public land disposal process
or applicable public land management plans.

4. Criteria for Changing Buffer Size. Wetland
buffers will be increased from the standards in
paragraphs 1 and 2, above, if necessary be-
cause of the potential for adverse impacts on
wetlands from development on adjacent lands.
If, forinstance, surrounding lands are steep and
have high erosion potential or the proposed use
poses a high risk to water quality or other
values, buffer widths will be increased accord-
ingly. When steep conditions exist, general
guidelines should be used for increasing buffer
width: if a 10 to 40 percent slope exists, the
buffer width should increase 25 percent; if the
slope exceeds 40 percent, the buffer width
should increase 50 percent.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Wetland buffers may be decreased if land ad-
jacent to the wetland is stable and the proposed
‘development or use does not pose a risk to
water quality or other values. A minimum
buffer width of 100 feet will apply to agricul-
tural land disposals.

D. Restrictive Use Covenants and Public Access

Easements. Restrictive use covenants for public
access easements may be used rather than public
ownership under the following conditions:

1. Where surveying a meandering boundary
would be excessively expensive. Where the con-
figuration of the wetland is such that surveying the
meandering boundary of the wetland would be
excessively expensive, an aliquot-part (rectan-
gular) survey rather than a meander survey may
be used along the edges of wetlands. This may
result in small portions of the wetland being con-
veyed to private ownership. Where justified by
the value of the wetland, restrictive use covenants,
public access easements, or staking setbacks will
be applied to ensure that those portions of wetlands
and associated buffers conveyed to private owner-
ship remain in a natural condition and that public
access and use are maintained.

2, Where an entire wetland is included with a
parcel ofland to be sold for private use. In this
case, the wetland and associated buffer may be
conveyed to private ownership. Where justified
by the value of the wetland, restrictive use
covenants should be used to ensure that the
wetland and associated buffer emainin anatural
state. If there is a stream outlet from the wetland,
public access easements shall be reserved ad-
jacent to both the outlet and the wetland.

E. Dredge and Fill Permits in Wetlands, Permits for

dredging and filling in wetlands, including permits
for gravel extraction and the construction of roads
and pads, will not be granted unless the proposed
activity will not cause significant adverse impacts
to important.fish and wildlife habitat or important
ecological processes, or that no feasible and prudent
alternative exists. Where it is not feasible and
prudent to avoid such activities, other mitigative

measures will be considered to meet the intent of

this guideline. Permits from other agencies, includ-
ing U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 404 and Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation 401 permits,
are necessary for most dredging and filling ac-
tivities on wetlands.

F. Operation of Heavy Equipment in Wetlands.

Permits issued for activities that require heavy
equipment in wetlands that have important
hydrologic, recreation, or habitat values will, to
the extent feasible and prudent, avoid damage to
wetlands and wetland vegetation. Only winter
access should be used in or access wetlands
whenever feasible. DNR will consult with other
affected agencies prior to issuing such permits.

. Defining Wetlands and Wetland Buffer Boun-

daries. Boundaries should be defined through field
inspection, interpretation of aerial photographs, or
both. Field inspection is preferred but will not
always be possible because of cost. Where wet-
lands are particularly valuable and field inspection
is not possible, boundaries should be sufficiently
generous to allow for errors in interpretation. This
will often be the case where aliquot parts are used
to define wetlands.

Where a covenant is used to protect wetlands con-
veyed to private ownership, boundaries where the
covenant applies may be defined by aliquot parts,
orotherwise described so the landowner can clearly
define where the covenant applies.

. Approval of Other Activities in State-owned

Wetlands and Buffers. Activities such as estab-
lishing trails or issuing leases for commercial or
noncommercial uses shall be considered on an
individual basis. Such activities will be allowed if
they can occur without sufficient damage to the
water, habitat, or recreation values of the wetland.
These activities often require other pemmits, includ-
ing a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 404 permit.

. Other Guidelines Affecting Wetlands

Management. Other guidelines may affect wet-
lands management. See in particular the follow-
ing sections of this chapter:

Agriculture and Grazing

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest
Lakeshore Management

Materials

Public Access

Recreation and Tourism

Settlement

Stream Corridors and Instream Flow
Subsurface Resources

Trail Management

Transportation
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per 3

LAND MANAGEMENT
POLICIES FOR EACH
MANAGEMENT UNIT

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents specific land management
policies for each management unit. A management
unit is generally homogeneous with respect to
resources, topography, and land management.

This chapter is organized using the eight subregion
boundaries. Management units are grouped by
subregion. A map of these subregions is shown on
page 3-1.

The land management policiés foreachmanagement
unit are defined in several ways:

Statement of Management Intent. The statement
of management intent defines near and long-term
management objectives for the management unit,
and the methods to achieve these objectives.

Management Guidelines. Management guidelines
that apply to a single management unit are listed
along with a reference to applicable area-wide
management guidelines in Chapter 2.

Land Use Summary Chart. The charts include
primary and secondary surface land use designa-
tions, subsurface designations, and prohibited uses.
While the land use designations shown in the sum-
mary charts provide a quick picture of planned uses
within a unit, the statement of management intent
should be used as the more definitive explanation of
management policy.

Maps of Management Unit and Subunit Boun-
daries. Each subregion is divided into management
units; management units are divided into subunits. If
more than one land disposal is proposed in a subunit,
a smail letter follows the subunit number. Maps

showing land use designations and land ownership
for each subregion are included at the end of the
subregion.

The land use designations shown on the maps and
charts in this chapter are flexible. Uses not shown
may be allowed on a case-by-case basis if the Alaska
Department of Natural Resources determines they
are consistent with the statement of management
intent for the management unit and consistent with
applicable management guidelines. Specific boun-
daries of land use designations shown on the maps
may be modified through on-the-ground implemen-
tation activities (site planning, disposal, etc.) as long
as modifications follow the intent of the plan. For
example, field surveys may be necessary to delineate
precisely the wetland boundaries shown on manage-
ment unit maps. Through implementation of the
plan, additional areas may be identified which meet
the established resource objectives for a particular
management unit. This plan does not preclude site
decisions which are clearly in compliance with the
management intent and guidelines.

Site specific issues are frequently encountered by
department land managers. A plan that deals with a
region the size of the Tanana Basin generally cannot
provide a predetermined answer to, for example, a
question related to a proposed communication site
on a ridge of the Alaska Range. The plan can,
however, make clear what the general management
objectives are for the area in question and thereby
provide the basis for a more informed decision.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

SUBSURFACE
RESOURCES LAND USE
DESIGNATIONS

The main policy decision regarding subsurface land

use is the decision to open or close areas to mineral -

location, or to make areas available for mineral
leasing.

SETTLEMENT

Settlement information is shown in four places in the
plan: Chapter 1 Settlement summarizes the offer-
ings; Chapter 2 Sertlement and Agriculture & Graz-
ing have extensive goals and guidelines for area-
wide settlement and agriculture policies; Chapter 3
includes subregion summaries and detailed manage-
ment unit descriptions; and Appendix D lists all the
disposals.

The 1990 TBAP Update did not comprehensively
review all settlement areas in this plan, although
changes were made for a few subunits. All the
information available in the 1985 TBAP has been
included in this update in a new format. Many
technical corrections were made in this update from
the 1985 plan; the major corrections are noted in the
management units.

The acreage listed for each project is the maximum
total offering allowed. As noted in the management
units, the exceptions are those projects already of-
fered at the time the 1985 TBAP was prepared. For
various reasons, such as relinquishment, foreclosure,
or unfulfilled requirements, portions of these
projects may return to the state. For these excep-
tions, the acreage shown is that which was retumed
to the state by 1984. Other parcels may have
retumed to the state since that time, and may be
‘offered for sale.

Existing projects are those that have been offered
before 1991. The parcels that have returned to the
state may be available for offering. The maximum
net acreage allowed for existing projects shows the
ceiling on the offering, and does not reflect the actual
amount offered. Existing offerings for subdivisions
and agriculture projects often are shown only as
private land on the plan maps. These projects can be
located by checking disposal brochures, land status
plats, and casefiles.

Future projects are shown on the plan maps. Sub-
units with only one project are identified with sub-
unit numbers (e.g., 1A2 - Nenana Ridge West Sub-
division). If more than one project is identified
within a subunit, a small letter has been added to the
subunit number (e.g., 6F1a - Fireweed Homestead).
When a single subunit has multiple projects, and the
future projects’ boundaries have not been identified,
the projects will have the same subunit number or
the same number and letter. This occurs for subunits
1D1a, 1P1, 3C1, 312a, 3T3, 4J2, and 6D1.

Land disposals are closed to coal leasing, and will be
closed to new mineral entry prior to sale, to avoid
conflicts with third party interests.

34
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Subregion 1

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR

BOROUGH

his is the most populated subregion in the Basin; consequently it receives the most use and also

has potential for many land use conflicts.

Most areas close to Fairbanks have good access. There are many roads, trails, and navigable rivers
throughout the subregion. Principal land uses include recreation, hunting, fishing, forestry, and
mining. Settlement is mainly in the Fairbanks area.

Future uses of the area that will be emphasized in this plan include forestry, mining, recreation,

habitat and recreational subdivisions.

AGRICULTURE

Within the Borough, at least 28,930 acres of state
land may be available for agriculture. In Subunits
with co-primary designations of agriculture and set-
tlement, land may be sold fee simple (for settlement)
if soils are not suitable for agriculture.

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED

FOR AGRICULTURE
Future Projects Subunit Acres
Aggie Creek East
Agriculture 1P1 1,500
Aggie Creek Homestead 1P1 4,000
Aggie Creek East Homestead 1P1 3,000
Aurora Agriculture 1Z1 Undetermined
Bella Agriculture 1H4 80
French Creek Agriculture 1X1a 3,000
Goldstream Agriculture 1B2 17,350
Little Chena Agriculture 1W1 Undetermined
TOTAL 28,930
(plus two undetemined areas)
Existing Projects Subunit Acres
Eielson Agriculture 1Q2 2,000

FISH & WILDLIFE

Wildlife values in the borough are concentrated in a
few areas because of the high amount of development
around Fairbanks. More than in other regions of the
Basin, habitat values within the borough are tied to
human use and enjoyment of wildlife. '

The Tatalina River and the flats to the east will be
retained as special value habitat. The Chatanika
River corridor has high public use values and will be
protected by retention and habitat management. The
Goldstream Creek corridor will be managed similar-
ly for recreation and habitat. The Salcha and Chena
River corridors will be managed to protect their fish .
and wildlife values. Both corridors are open to
mineral entry, and enforcement of water quality
regulations is a high priority.

FORESTRY

The majority of high value state owned forests within
the borough are now in the legislatively designated
State Forest, with the exception of several areas
along the Parks Highway. These areas along the
Parks Highway are of moderate to low value for
minerals, fish and wildlife, settlement, and recrea-
tion, but include some of the most productive timber
stands in the Interior. For these reasons, most of the
forest along the Parks Highway not included in the
State Forest will be designated for primary use
forestry.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

In the rest of the borough, the State Forest should
provide for commercial forestry and personal use
wood cutting. Few additional areas will be desig-
nated primary use forestry,

MINERALS

Mining is a major industry within the borough. The
area from Ester Dome to Cleary Summit is a highly
mineralized region with many active claims. In the
eastern half of the borough, the Middle Fork of the
Chena River is an important mining area.

These areas will be left open to mineral entry, and
the areas where there are large blocks of claims
(particularly the Cleary Summit and Ester Dome
area) will be managed primarily for minerals.

Other areas within the borough that have several active
claims orhigh potential will be left open to mineral entry.
Although there are no known coal and oil and gas
resources here, most of this subregion will remain open
to coal prospecting, and oil and gas and coal leasing.

RECREATION

There are many important recreational resources
within this subregion. In general, areas of high recrea-
tional use will be managed for recreation, These in-
clude the Salcha, Chatanika, and Chena River cor-
ridors, Ester Dome, and the Chena Hot Springs area.
The Chatanika River is recommended for legislative
designation as a State Recreation River to protect its
unique values. Important trails will be protected
through public easements or public ownership. In
addition, all areas retained in public ownership will be
available for recreation.

SETTLEMENT

Within the Borough, 19,148 acres of state land may
be offered for sale: 4,748 acres for community ex-
pansion, and 14,400 acres for recreational use and
self-sufficient living.

Land for Community Expansion

Land for community expansion in the borough is in
demand. If a site is within reasonable commuting
distance (within 25 miles) and has good drainage, it
will likely sell. However, most community expan-
sion land in state ownership has already been sold or
is otherwise encumbered. When the Tanana Valley
State Forest is excluded and when mining claims,
past disposals, and poor soils are taken into account,

there are a limited number of areas of state land left
in the borough suitable for community expansion.

The following is a list of projects that may be offered
for community expansion over the next 20 years by
the state.

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED
FOR COMMUNITY EXPANSION

Future Projeéts Subunit Acres
Alder Creek II Subdivision IDla 200
Aspenwood Subdivision 1D1b 250
Big Eldorado Subdivision 1Hla 150
Bigwood Subdivision 1H1b 120
Emma Creek Subdivision 1Dla 400
Fairbanks Odd Lots 1Jla 160
Fairbanks Parcels IDIc 160
Fairbanks Parcels 1Hl¢ 378
Fox Subdivision 1H1d 250
Little Birch Subdivision 1Dla 900
Little Willow Subdivision 1E2a 100
Riverwood Subdivision 1Jlc 30
Skiview Subdivision 1J1b 300
Smallwood Subdivision 1Hle 250
Snoshoe Subdivision 101a 900
Sulliwood Heights

Subdivision 1X1b 200
TOTAL 4,748
Existing Projects Subunit Acres
Bears Den Subdivision 1E2 134
Desperation Subdivision 1F2 146
Hayes Creek Subdivision 101 465
Haystack Subdivision 1E2 5
Haystack Extension Subdivision 1E2 195
Martin Subdivision 1F2 1,000
McCloud Subdivision 1E2 30
Murphy Subdivision 1IF2 204
O’Connor Creek Subdivision 1G1 200
Olnes East Subdivision 11 132
Wigwam Subdivision 1H1 40
TOTAL 2,601

3-6
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

Land for Recreational Use and
Self-sufficient Living

Sales for recreational use and self-sufficient living
are generally popular. Excluding land purchased for
speculation, the cumulative need for this type of land
in the borough is estimated between 4,000 and
19,000 acres by the year 2000 (see Settlement Ele-
ment, DLWM, 1983).

The two principal owners of this type of 1and are the
borough and the state. The borough owns about
30,000 acres of land suitable for this use, most of
which is likely to be sold within 20 years. The state
owns land along the Chatanika River, Chena Hot
Springs Road, and the Steese and Elliott highways
suitable for recreational parcels.

Over the next 20 years, the state can make available
over 21,400 acres (including agricultural homes-
teads) for recreational use and self-sufficient living,
which is more than the maximum projected need for
this type of land. To control settlement density, the
total number of parcels in each fee simple homestead
area should not exceed the net acres divided by forty,
except as noted in the management unit.

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED FOR RECREA-
TIONAL SUBDIVISIONS OR FEE SIMPLE

HOMESTEADS
Future Projects Subunit Acres
Harding Lake East
Subdivision 122 Undetermined
Nenana Ridge West Subdivision 1A2 1,000
Springview Subdivision 103g 300
Any Creek Homestead 1G1 100
Caribou Creek Homestead 1U3a 400
Chena South Homestead 1U3b 600
Far Mountain Homestead 1U3c 2,400
Hunts Creek Homestead 1U3d 600
Mt. Ryan Homestead 1U3e 3,000
West Fork Homestead - 1U3f 4,000
White Mountain Homestead 1.2 2,000
TOTAL _ 14,400
(plus undetermined area)
Existing Projects Subunit Acres
Riverview Subdivision 1L2 1,723

TRANSPORTATION

The following access corridors have been identified by
the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
(DOT&PF). There are no proposals for actual con-
struction of access within these corridors, but the option
to eventually develop access in these areas should not
be precluded.

Alaska Railroad Extension. A route has been iden-
tified through the Tanana River and Richardson
Highway corridors for an extension of the Alaska
Railroad from Fairbanks to the Canadian border.

Twin Mountain Access Route. Three alternatives
have been identified as possible access routes to the
Twin Mountain area. One route is an extension of
Chena Hot Springs Road (approximately 63, miles)
along the Middle Fork Chena River valley. This was
identified as the most feasible route by the Interior
Alaska Transportation Study. Two other less
preferable routes are the extension of Johnson Road
and a new road up the Salcha River valley. The Salcha
River valley route, however, conflicts with land use
objectives as defined in this plan.

Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline. A route basically paral-
lel to the existing Trans- Alaska Pipeline is proposed for
the construction of a gas line from the North Slope to
Fairbanks, continuing eitherto the Canadian border via
the Alaska Highway corridor or to Prince William
Sound via the Richardson Highway and Trans-Alaska
Pipeline corridor. A third altemative follows the Parks
Highway - Alaska Railroad corridor from Fairbanks to
Cook Inlet. However, this alternative route would

- conflict with land use objectives for the Nenana River

corridor area (Management Unit 4R).

Steese and Elliott Highways Realignment.
DOT&PF plans to reconstruct and realign portions
of the Elliott and Steese highways. DOT&PF will
work with the planning team to choose the routing

- that best meets the land use objectives described in

this plan and complies with appropriate highway
standards and project costs.

Parks Highway Improvements. DOT&PF is ex-
amining possible improvements to the Parks High-
way. This plan does not preclude improvements
recommended by DOT&PF for engineering and
public safety consideration.

Trails and Revised Statute (RS) 2477 Roads.
Many trails and minor roads exist in this subregion.
See Chapter 2, Public Access and Trails Manage-
ment for additional information.

Tanana Basin Area Plan



Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1A

Nenana Ridge West

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on forestry and
maintaining fish and wildlife habitat. Land dis-
posals will be closed to new mineral entry at the time
of sale. The remainder of state land is open to
mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1A1 and a secondary
use in Subunit 1A2, This unit is important-rated
habitat for furbearers, black bears, and moose (B-2
and C habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary). Trapping
and small game hunting are very important to Fair-
banks residents because of the area’s proximity to the
city. As Fairbanks grows, the open space in this
accessible unit will be in high demand.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 1A1 and a secondary use in Subunit 1A2,
This unit, surrounded by the Tanana Valley State
Forest, has very high forest values.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1A1 and a secondary use in Subunit 1A2.
Recreation values include outstanding views from
the Parks Highway across the Tanana Valley to the
Alaska Range, and off-road trail activity. A
campground and scenic overlooks should be
developed at several vantage points.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1A2. Approximately 1,000 acres may be
offered for private ownership, in five phases.

Nenana Ridge West I

Subdivision(1A2) 200 acres
Nenana Ridge West II

Subdivision (1A2) 200 acres
Nenana Ridge West III

Subdivision (1A2) 200 acres
Nenana Ridge West IV

Subdivision (1A2) 200 acres
Nenana Ridge West V

Subdivision (1A2) 200 acres

Portions of this area should be considered for pos-
sible commercial development or leasing. Any dis-
posal should be coordinated with forest activities and
private land in the area.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Highway buffers. A 300-foot buffer from center-
line on each side of the roadway should be managed
to maintain or enhance scenic views along the high-
way. Development activities such as timber harvest-
ing and land-use authorizations may be allowed
within this buffer if the activity is designed to main-
tain or enhance the scenic values of the highway
corridor, and to provide opportunities for viewing
background scenery. This guideline will not
preclude highway maintenance and improvement.

3-8

Tanana Basin Area Plan



()

fuE)

Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1A: Nenana Ridge West

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1A1 Forestry Open Land disposals The eastern portion
Public recreation Remote cabin of Al near
Wildlife habitat Goldstream is recom-
mended for UAF
selection
1A2 Settlement Forestry Closed prior Plan map legend:
Public recreation to sale 1A2 - Nenana Ridge
Wildlife habitat Closed to coal West S

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal. :

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1B

Goldstream Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated agricul-
ture and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on recreation and
maintaining fish and wildlife habitat. Agricultural
disposals will be closed to new mineral entry at the
time of sale. The remainder of state land is open to
mineral entry.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a primary
use in Subunit 1B2., Approximately 17,350 acres
may be offered for private ownership.

Goldstream I Agriculture (1B2) 5,735 acres
.Goldstream II Agriculture (1B2) 6,615 acres
Goldstream IIT Agriculture (1B2) 5,000 acres

This project includes a large percentage of the total
state-owned agricultural soils in the Fairbanks North
Star Borough. This project should be sold in phases
over several years to ensure that agriculture land is
available to residents beyond just the short term.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary usé in subunits 1B1 and 1B3. The
Goldstream Creek riparian zone is a special use area
for black bears, most furbearers, small game, and
moose (B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary). The
riparian habitat should be maintained.

Trapping and sport hunting are very important ac-
tivities in this unit. These uses, as well as wildlife
viewing and trail use, should be maintained. Open
space close to Fairbanks will become increasingly
important as population increases.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 1B3, and a secondary use in Subunit 1B1.
Subunit 1B3 is adjacent to the Parks Highway, the
Tanana Valley State Forest, and the Bonanza Creek
Experimental Forest. This subunit is especially
suited to small scale operations and forest research.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in subunits 1B1 and 1B3. Recreation should be
facilitated by developing trails and trailheads along
creeks and at railway and highway intersections.
Foreground scenery along the Alaska Railroad
should be maintained in a natural state.

Settlement. The 1990 TBAP Update redesignated
the Left Fork Homestead project (Subunit 1B2; 120
acres) from settlement to forestry (Subunit 1B3). It
will not be offered for settlement.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

3-10
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1B: Goldstream Creek

Prohibited 2

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1B1 Public recreation  Forestry Open Land disposals Goldstream Creek
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
1B2 Agriculture Improved pasture  Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
grazing to sale 1B2 - Goldstream Ag
Public recreation Closed to coai
Wildlife habitat
1B3 Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1C

Ester Dome

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on subsurface resource development.
Trails may be rerouted, if necessary, to accommodate
mineral development. All state land in this unit is
open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Ester Dome has high value
habitat for grouse and ptarmigan. Most recreational
hunting of these birds occurs on roads and trails.
Because of the possible danger of personal injury in
areas of intense mining activity, hunting will not be
encouraged off trails and roads within this manage-
ment unit.

Forestry. This management unit supports a dense
productive cover of second growth hardwoods,
which are now reaching harvestable size. Given the
area’s proximity to Fairbanks and an extensive road
system, these forests will be managed to supply
fuelwood through a mix of small scale commercial
and personal use harvest areas.

Minerals. This area is one of the highest priorities
for mineral development in the Basin. Major mining
development is in progress. The area has high grade
mineralization and, because it is close to Fairbanks,
it is economically feasible to develop. It is currently
being explored and mined quite intensively. Unit
1C1 is designated primary use minerals. This indi-
cates that the principal management objective is
mineral development, but with minimization of ad-
verse impacts to existing residential areas.

There are several residential areas in close
proximity to Ester Dome. Mining activity can
have negative impacts on these residential uses.
When permitting mining operations, DNR should
recommend that operators consider the noise and”

othier impacts of their activities on adjacert Tand.
uses. Local residents and mine operators should
continue to work with the Fairbanks North Star
Borough to more adequately deal with these issues
through local land use controls.

Recreation. Ester Dome is a popular recreation area
near Fairbanks. There are three main values of the
area for recreation: 1) the Equinox Trail that passes
through the area; 2) outstanding views of the Fair-
banks region from the road system on the dome and
3) the alpine environment (2000 to 2300 foot level),
which provides a variety of outdoor recreational
opportunities. The dome also has potential for a
downhill skiing area, but only if mineral activity on
the dome declines.

These recreational uses can be provided for by
protecting trails on the dome. A significant portion
of the existing trails are on mining claims. If a
portion of a trail cannot be used because of mineral
activity, an alternative route should be identified.
Particular attention should be given to protecting the
Equinox Trial either in its existing location or in an
alternate one. A loop should be considered along the
upper ridge in a manner that does not conflict with
mining. Also, trails that are rerouted will remain
comparable in width to the original trail. Because of
the possible danger of personal injury in areas of
intense mining activity, recreation will generally not
be encouraged in areas off the trails.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Communication sites. Communication sites will
be consolidated in a small area on the top of the
dome.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1C: Ester Dome

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1C1 Minerals Open Land disposals Ester Dome
Remote cabins

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal,

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1D

Alder Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on forestry and
recreation. Land disposals will be closed to new
mineral entry at the time of sale. The remainder of
state land is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Habitat is a secondary use in
Subunit 1D3 and an important resource use in Sub-
unit 1D2, which is designated resource management.
Because of the proximity to Fairbanks, the value of
this area for recreational uses, including small game
hunting, trapping, and wildlife viewing, is much
greater than in more remote areas with similar
wildlife values (C habitat; see Appendix A, Glos-
sary). The area will be managed to protect the
resource to the maximum extent possible under the
overall management objectives for the unit.

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 1D3. This subunit includes hardwood
poletimber in Alder Creek, and spruce sawtimber to
the west. Subunit 1D2 has a few stands of timber.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunit 1D3 and an important use in Subunit
1D2. Arecreation site is recommended for the Parks
Highway southwest of Fairbanks. A 300-foot buffer
from centerline on each side of the highway will be
kept in a natural state.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1D1. Approximately 1,910 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Alder Creek II Subdivision (1D1a) 200 acres
Aspenwood Subdivision (1D1b) 250 acres
Emma Creek I Subdivision (1Dla 260 acres
Emma Creek II Subdivision (1D1a) 140 acres
Fairbanks Parcels (1D1c¢) 160 acres
Little Birch I Subdivision (1D1a) 150 acres
Little Birch II Subdivision (1Dla) 250 acres
Little Birch II Subdivision (1Dla) 250 acres
Little Birch IV Subdivision (1D1a) 250 acres

These projects are part of a system of disposals in the
Nenana Ridge-Old Nenana Highway area. The
design of these projects should be developed as part
of an overall disposal plan for this area and should
be coordinated with the Fairbanks North Star
Borough.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Highway buffers. A 300-foot buffer from center-
line on each side of the Parks Highway should be
managed to maintain or enhance scenic views along
the highway. Development activities such as timber
harvesting and land-use authorizations may be al-
lowed within this buffer if the activity is designed to
maintain or enhance the scenic values of the highway
corridor, and to provide opportunities for viewing
background scenery. This guideline will not
preclude highway maintenance and improvement.

3-14
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1D: Alder Creek

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface® Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1D1 Settlement Forestry Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 1D1la - Alder Creek
Closed to coal s
: 1D1a - Emma Creek S
1D1a - Little Birch S
1D1b - Aspenwood S
1D1c - Fairbanks
Parcels
1D2 Low value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
1D3 Forestry Publicrecreation =~ Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1E

Chatanika River Corridor

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Five areas in this unit are designated set-
tlement and may be offered for sale. The remainder
of state land is retained in public ownership for
multiple use management. The emphasis is on
recreation and maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

The Chatanika River is one of the most popular
recreation, hunting, and fishing rivers for Fairbanks
residents. The river corridor in Subunit 1E1 is
recommended for legislative designation as a State
Recreation River (see also Chapter 4, Areas Recom-
mended for Legislative Designation). Areas within
this subunit are recommended as a high priority for
enforcement of state water quality standards because
of the potential for water quality problems from
mineral development.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1E1. The river is
critical-rated habitat for spawning and rearing salmon,
and prime-rated habitat for resident fish. The riparian
corridor along the river is a special value area (A-2
habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 1E3. This subunit has valuable forest
resources and is adjacent to the Tanana Valley State
Forest. This subunit will remain in public ownership
and be managed primarily for its forest values. The
state forest plan recommends adding Subunit 1E3 to
the state forest. This plan endorses the recommen

dation. '

Minerals. Subunit 1E1, Chatanika River Corridor,
is closed to new mineral entry and coal leasing
because of conflicts with the important recreation
and habitat values. The settlement areas in Subunit
1E2 will be closed to mineral entry at the time of sale.
Subunit 1E3 is open to mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1E1 and a secondary use in Subunits 1E2
and 1E3. The Chatanika River in Subunit 1E1 is
very popular with Fairbanks residents for hunting,
fishing, trapping, wildlife viewing, and motorized
and non-motorized boating. There are very few
clearwater streams with developed access in the
Basin. Of these, the Chatanika is the least developed
river close to Fairbanks. Subunit 1E1 will be
retained in state ownership and managed to maintain

these existing uses. See Subunit 1U2 for additional
management intent and guidelines for this river cor-
ridor. Access will be maintained. At the same time,
development likely to change the character of the
river or the productivity of the habitat along the river
will be minimized.

The Tanana Valley State Forest Plan recommends
deleting its Subunit 4b from the state forest and
adding it to Subunit 1E1, Chatanika River Corridor.
This plan endorses that recommendation. If the por-
tion of the state forest is added to Subunit 1E1, it will
be managed according to intent and guidelines
specified in this plan. A

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1E2. Approximately 100 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Little Willow Subdivision (1E2a)

Four areas in Subunit 1E2 have been offered for
private ownership. The acreage shown is the
acreage available over-the-counter as of May, 1984,
and may not be the maximum offering. A portion
of the developable land may be available for.addi-
tional offerings.

100 acres

Bears Den Subdivision 134 acres
Haystack Subdivision 5 acres
Haystack Extension Subdivision 195 acres
McCloud Subdivision 80 acres

'MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

River Corridor (Subunit 1E1)

1. River crossings will be consolidated to the max-
imum extent feasible. Necessary road cross-
ings will be located and designed to minimize
the impact on views, habitat, and recreational
values.

2. State Recreation River legislation may require
that a management plan be prepared. A
management plan may reconsider the prohibi-
tions against mineral entry, remote cabins, set-
tlement, and commercial leases within the
subunit.
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3. Public use cabins are recommended for the cor-

ridor.

. Consistent with the purpose for which the cor-

ridor is established, siting facilities within one-
quarter mile of the ordinary water mark of the
Chatanika River will be avoided to the extent
feasible and prudent. This guideline does not

5.

Qil and gas exploration and development ac-
tivities will be sited and timed to mitigate im-
pact of the fish and wildlife habitat and public
use values of the river corridor. Specific
mitigation measures will be developed as part
of the lease sale process. Timing, topography,
vegetation, and other factors should be con-
sidered.

apply to public use cabins.
LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1E: Chatanika River Corridor
- Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses  Surface Uses Surface Use
o 1E1 Public recreation Closed to Land disposals Chatanika River Cor-
Wildlife habitat location Leases ridor is recom-
Closed to coal Remote cabins mended for state
recreation river
- status, generally 1/4
mile either side of
mean high water.
See also Subunit 1U1
,, 1E2 Settlement Forestry Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Public recreation to sale 1E2 - Little Willow S
, Wildlife habitat Past Projects:
- Bear's Den S
Haystack S
Haystack Ext. S
McCloud S
= All disposals will be
located more than
1/4 mile from the
» Chatanika River
1E3 Forestry Publicrecreation ~ Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.
2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
- allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1F
North Slope of Murphy Dome

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Three areas in this unit are designated
settlement and may be offered for sale. The
remainder of state land is retained in public owner-
ship for multiple use management. The emphasis is
on recreation and maintaining fish and wildlife
habitat. Land disposals will be closed to new
mineral entry at the time of sale. The remainder of
state land is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife, Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1F1 and a secondary
use in Subunit 1F2. This unit has important-rated
habitat for upland game species, particuiarly ptar-
migan, grouse, and hare (B-2 and C habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary). Hunting and trapping uses
will be maintained.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1F1 and a secondary use in Subunit 1F2,
Management of Subunit 1F1 will maintain the
quality of the existing recreation use.

Murphy Dome, adjacent to the growing Fairbanks
community, is important for a variety of uses, such
as summer and winter trail-based recreation, hunt-
ing, trapping, berry picking, and personal use timber
harvesting.

The ridge extending from the Elliott Highway to
Murphy Dome is one of the most important outdoor
recreation areas adjacent to Fairbanks, The slopes
surrounding Murphy Dome are suitable for a wide
variety of activities, including hunting, hiking, and
skiing.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1F2, No new offerings for private owner-
ship are planned.

Three areas in Subunit 1F2 have been offered for
private ownership. A portion of the developable land
may be available for additional offerings.

Martin Subdivision 1,000 acres
Murphy Subdivision 204 acres
Desperation Subdivision 146 acres

The acreage shown for Murphy and Desperation
Subdivisions is the acreage that was available over-
the-counter as of May, 1984, and may not be the
maximum offering. The acreage offered in Martin
Subdivision may have been less than the maximum
amount shown,

Note. Murphy Subdivision was offered prior to the
1985 TBAP adoption. The 1985 TBAP listed it in
error as a new offering.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Communication sites. Communication sites will
be consolidated in the smallest area possible.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1F: North Slope of Murphy Dome

Subunit- Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses  Surface Uses Surface Use
= 1F1 Pubiic recreation Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
1F2 Settlement Publicrecreation  Closed prior Remote cabins Past projects:
- Wildlife habitat to sale Desperation S
Closed to coal Martin S
Murphy S

[

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

‘ 2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
[ allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1G

Our Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Two areas in this unit are designated set-
tlement and may be offered for sale. The remainder
of state land is retained in public ownership for
multiple use management. The emphasis is on
recreation, subsurface resource development, and
maintaining open space. Land disposals will be
closed to new mineral entry at the time of sale. The
remainder of state land is open to mineral entry.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a secondary use in
Subunit 1G2.

Minerals. Minerals is designated a primary use in
Subunit 1G2. There are many claims in this unit and
good potential for both hard rock and placer mining.
There is the likelihood of increased mining. Mineral
development should be promoted.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1G2, and a secondary use in Subunit 1G1.
Recreation values include use of trails along the
ridgetop. These uses should be maintained.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1G1. Approximately 100 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Any Creek Homestead (1G1) 100 acres

The boundaries of Any Creek Homestead area have
been revised from past remote sale boundaries.

One area in Subunit 1G1 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage offered may have been less than
the maximum amount shown. A portion of the
developable land may be available foradditional offerings.

O’Connor Creek Subdivision 200 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Fish and wildlife. In Subunit 1G2, existing uses
such as trails, trapping, and small game hunting will
be accommodated to the maximum extent feasible.
consistent with management for mineral develop-
ment.

O’Connor Creek Subdivision. If a road is built to
the south from O’Connor Creek Subdivision, it
should not conflict with the existing trail at the
bottom of the valley.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1G: Our Creek

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’  Prohibited? Comments

Surface Uses  Surface Uses Surface Use
1G1 Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:

to sale 1G1 - Any Creek HS
Closed to coal Past Project:
O'Connor Creek S

1G2 Minerals Forestry Open Land disposals

Public recreaion Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

? Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMEN T UNIT 1H

Greater Fairbanks

MANAGEMENT INTENT Fairbanks Parcels (1H1c) 378 acres
. . ) Fox Subdivision (1H1d) 250 acres

General, Six areas in this unit are designated settle- Smallwood Subdivision (1Hle) 250 acres

ment, and one area is co-designated settlement and
agriculture. These seven areas may be offered for sale.
The remainder of state l1and is retained in public owner-
ship for multiple use management. The emphasis is on
recreation and wildlife habitat. -

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a co-primary
use in Subunit 1H4. Approximately 80 acres may be
offered for private ownership. In Subunit 1H4, land
may be sold fee simple (for settlement) if soils are
not suitable for agriculture.

Bella Agriculture (1H4) 80 acres

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 1H2 and 1HS. The
Goldstream Creek riparian zone is special value habitat
for black bear, most furbearers, small game, and moose
(B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Sport hunting and trapping are very important uses
in these subunits, as well as wildlife viewing and trail
use. Open space for these activities should be main-
tained because the activities will become increasing-
ly important as Fairbanks grows.

Minerals. This unit lies on the Cleary Sequence.
Land in Subunits 1H1 and 1H4 will be closed to new
mineral entry at the time of sale. The remainder of
state land is open to mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in subunits 1H2 and 1HS, and a secondary use in
Subunit 1H1. This area is a complement to sur-
rounding residential use, with cross-country skiing,
horseback riding, berry picking, and open space in a
natural setting.

The lease or sale of some state land in the Ski Boot
Hill area should be considered for expansion of the
ski development.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1H1. Approximately 1,148 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Big Eldorado Subdivision (1H1a)
Bigwood Subdivision (1H1b)

150 acres

120 acres \

Recreational use of the Fairbanks 100 Mile Loop
Trail, which runs through Bigwood, Smallwood, and
some of the Fairbanks projects, should be protected.

There are three altemative sites for locating the Fox
Subdivision. The most likely area is in the eastern
portion of the western-most parcel. This area does
not have active claims and is high quality land. The
middle parcel lies on a highly mineralized area, the
Cleary Sequence. There are active claims on Flume
Creek. The parcel to the west is also mineralized;
however, the ridge line should be studied for sale.
The Division of Land will work with the Division of
Mining to identify a high quality subdivision within
one of these units.

These parcels, in the Fox project, have historic min-
ing value from a recreational standpoint. They lie
within the Pedro Dome Historic District. The recrea-
tion values of the area should be preserved.

One area in Subunit 1H1 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage shown is the acreage avail-
able over-the-counter as of May, 1984, and may not
be the maximum offering. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Wigwam Subdivision 40 acres

Goldstream Public Use Area. Subunit 1H5 has
been designated by the Alaska State Legislature as
the Goldstream Public Use Area (AS 41.23.140-
170). The purpose of the public use area is to protect,
maintain, perpetuate, and enhance year-round
general public recreation, public use, and enjoyment
of fish and wildlife. The management of the public
use area is the responsibility of DNR. Land dis-
posals are prohibited within the public use area, and
the area is open to mineral entry.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1H: Greater Fairbanks
Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1H1 Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 1H1a - Big Eldorado §
Closed to coal 1H1b - Bigwood S
1H1c - Fairbanks
ls
1H1d -Fox S
1H1e - Smallwood S
Past Projects:
Wigwam S5
1H2 Public recreation Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
1H3 Materials Open
1H4 Agriculture Closed prior Plan map legend:
Settlement to sale 1H4 - Bella Ag
1H5 Public recreation Open Land disposals Legislatively desig-
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins nated as the
Goldstream Public
Use Area
1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.
2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 11

Vault Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public

ownership for multiple use management. The em--

phasis is on recreation, subsurface resource develop-
ment, and maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1I1. The subunit is
important-rated habitat for many wildlife species
and prime-rated habitat along the Chatanika River
for moose and black bear (B-1 habitat; see Appendix
A, Glossary). Trapping, wildlife viewing, and small
game hunting is high along the Elliott Highway.
Access to the back country is important and should
continue.

Minerals. Minerals is designated a primary use in
Subunit 1I1. The subunit contains many mining
claims. All state land in this unit is open to mineral

entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 111. This area has several historic mining
sites that will be managed to encourage visitor ap-
preciation of the mining heritage of Fairbanks. A
few significant sites will be restored and made ac-
cessible by a system of recreational trails.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1I: Vault Creek

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface®  Prohibited? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses " Surface Use

jas Minerals n Land disposals
Public recreation Ope Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

% Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1]
Cleary Summit-Pedro Dome

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Four areas in this unit are designated
settlement and may be offered for sale. The
remainder of state land is retained in public owner-
ship for multiple use management. The emphasis is
on subsurface resource development, recreation, and
maintaining fish and wildlife habitat. Land dis-
posals will be closed to new mineral entry at the time
of sale. The remainder of state land is open to
mineral entry. '

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1J3. The Cleary
Summit area is important-rated habitat for many
wildlife species and prime-rated habitat formoose in
the vicinity of the Chatanika River (B-1 habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary). Trapping and small game
hunting are intensive activities along the road and
trail system leading east from Cleary Summit.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
subunit 1J4, and a secondary use in Subunit 1J2.
_ Subunit 1J4 contains extensive cover of moderately
productive hardwood stands. '

Minerals. Minerals is designated a primary use in
subunits 1J2, 1J3, and 1J4. Mineral development
will be encouraged in these subunits, The Fairbanks
Circle Trail will be open to mining related access.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in subunits 1J2, 1J3, and 1J4. Recreation is also a
secondary use in Subunit 1J1.

Recreation values are important in the Cleary Sum-
mit area. The triangle of land bordered by the Steese
Highway, Elliott Highway, and Chatanika River con-
tains much of the Fairbanks gold mining heritage.
This includes placer gold mines, ditches that carried
water for hydraulic mining, the abandoned narrow
gauge Tanana Valley Railway, abandoned townsites,
and interconnecting trails.

Recreation will be emphasized to the extent that it
does not interfere with mining activity. Historic sites
that do not conflict with current or future mining
activity should be protected and retained in public
ownership. The Division of Parks and Qutdoor
Recreation will work with the Division of Mining to
identify historic sites. If these divisions cannot agree
on the location or boundaries of the sites, the sites
will not be recommended for legislative designation

as state historic sites. A historic mining district
would provide trail-related recreation in a historic
setting.

Although this management unit has many important
trails, the Circle to Fairbanks Historic Trail has uni-
que recreational values and historical significance.
This trail is the original route between Circle City
and Fairbanks. Portions of the trail within the
Borough and Tanana Basin boundaries are separated
into a summer ridgetop trail and winter sled route
along the Chatanika River. The portion of the trail
between Cleary Summit and Coffee Dome is used
extensively for mining access. With the exception
of a few patented mining claims near the trailhead at
Cleary Summit, this 60- mile trail is on state land.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1J1. Approximately 490 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Fairbanks Odd Lots (1J1a) 160 acres
Skiview Subdivision (1J1b) 300 acres
Riverwood Subdivision (1J1¢) 30 acres

A portion of Fairbanks Odd Lots has been disposed
of in a previous offering,

Riverwood Subdivision may be susceptible to flood-
ing, and should be reviewed in the next plan update
for change to Public Recreation/Wildlife Habitat
designation.

Skiview Subdivision will not be sold before 1991 to
allow development patterns to be established in the
area. Before the project is offered, it will be
evaluated for conflicts with mineral development.

One area in Subunit 1J1 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage shown is the acreage avail-
able over-the-counter as of May, 1984, and may not
be the maximum offering. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Olnes East Subdivision 132 acres

The 1985 TBAP incorrectly included Mariana
Homestead in Subunit 1J1. Before the 1985 plan
was adopted, Mariana was offered as a remote parcel
selection area. The 1990 TB AP Update reviewed the
Mariana disposal area and did not include settlement
as a primary use in that unit.
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MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Trails. A minimum 200 foot buffer (100 feet either
side of centerline) will be retained in public owner-
ship to protect the recreational use of the Circle to
Fairbanks Trail. A 300 foot wide corridor should be
retained in state ownership for the Davidson Ditch
and the Tanana Valley Railroad.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1J: Cleary Summit-Pedro

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
m Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Wildlife habitat to sale 1J1a - Fairbanks
Closed to coal Cdd Lots

1J1b - Skiview S
1]1c - Riverwood S

Past projects:
/ Olnes East S
1]2 Minerals i/ /Forestry Open Land disposals Cleary Summit
Public recreation Remote cabins
1]3 Minerals Open Land disposals Gilmore Dome
Public recreation Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat
174 Forestry / Open Land disposals
Minerals / Remote cabins
Public recreation

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.’

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

? Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1K

Juniper Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat. All
state land in this unit is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1K1. This unit has
important-rated habitat for many wildlife species
and prime-rated habitat for moose in the vicinity of

the Chatanika River. Human use is concentrated in
the more accessible areas near the Chatanika River
(B-1 and C habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1K: Juniper Creek

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

1K1 Wwildlife habitat Open Land disposals

1K2 Low value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt.

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1L

Belle Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Three areas in this unit are designated
settlement and may be offered for sale. The
remainder of state land is retained in public owner-
ship for multiple use management. The empbhasis is
on maintaining forestry and fish and wildlife resour-
ces. Land disposals will be closed to new mineral
entry at the time of sale. The remainder of state land
is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1L3. This unit is
important-rated habitat for several species (C
habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in sub-
units 1L3 and 1L4. These subunits contain moderately
productive young birch and aspen stands that would be
suitable for commercial use if markets expand.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1L3.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1L2. Approximately 2,000 acres may be
offered for private ownership, in two phases.

White Mountain I Homestead(1L2) 1,000 acres
White Mountain IT Homestead(1L2) 1,000 acres

One area in Subunit 1L.2 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage offered may have been less
than the maximum amount shown. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional

offerings.
Riverview Subdivision 1,723 acres .

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1L: Belle Creek

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1L1 Low value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt.
112 Settlement Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 1L2 - White Mtn. HS
Closed to coal Past project:
Riverview S
1L3 Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation
Wildlife habitat
114 Forestry Open Land disposals

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1M
Caribou-Poker Creeks Watershed

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership and will be managed as a natural area for
watershed research, in conjunction with several re-
search agencies. All management will be consistent
with the research objectives of the area. All state
land in this unit is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife is designated a
secondary use. This unit has important-rated habitat
for some species.

Forestry/Recreation. Forestry and recreation are
designated secondary uses in this unit. The area is

within the Poker Flats rocket impact range. There
are no known agriculture or mineral values, but there
is some recreational use, Timber harvesting is ac-
ceptable if consistent with the watershed research
interests in the area.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1IM: Caribou-Poker Creeks Watershed

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
M1 Watershed Forestry Open Land disposals The management of
Public recreation - Remotecabins this unit will be
Wildlife habitat determined in con-
sultation with the
agencies involved
(BLM, UAF, USFS,
DNR)

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1IN

Upper Washington Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use managément. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

Land in this management unit has poor access. High
elevations and large areas of north facing slopes
predominate. All state land in this unit is open to
mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 1N2 and 1N4, and is
recognized as an important value in Subunit IN1.

The area north of the Elliott Highway in Subunit IN2
is important-rated habitat for many wildlife species
(B-2 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary). Trapping,
wildlife viewing, and small game hunting is inten-
sive while big game hunting along the highway is
moderate. - ,

Forestry. Forestry is designated as a primary use in
subunits IN3 and IN4. These subunits contain
second growth hardwood stands suitable for local
use or future hardwood production.

Recreation. Recreation is designated as a primary
use in Subunit 1N4.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit IN1
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine the areas to be
opened and the number of permits to be allowed,
after a detailed evaluation and public involvement.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT IN: Upper Washington Creek

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1N1 Low value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt.
IN2  Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals
Remote cabins
1IN3 Forestry - Open Land disposals
Remote cabins
1N4 Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 10
Pipeline Corridor-Elliott Highway

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General., Four areas in this unit are designated
settlement and may be offered for sale. The
remainder of state land is retained in public owner-
ship for multiple use management. The emphasis is
on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat. Land dis-
posals will be closed to new mineral entry at the time
of sale. The remainder of state land is open to
mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 103 and a secondary
use in Subunit 101. It is an important resource in
Subunit 102, which is designated resource manage-
ment.

The upper Washington Creek - Elliott Highway area
is important-rated habitat for many wildlife species,
particularly moose and furbearers (B-1 and B-2
habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary). Trapping, small
game hunting, and wildlife viewing are intensive.
Big game hunting is moderate.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a secondary use in
Subunit 103. There are some accessible and
productive stands of timber in this subunit.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunit 103 and an important resource in
Subunit 102. Scenic views along the Elliott High-
way should be protected by a 300-foot buffer from
centerline on each side of the roadway.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 101. Approximately 900 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Snoshoe I Subdivision (101a) 300 acres
Snoshoe IT Subdivision (101a) 200 acres
Snoshoe III Subdivision (101a) 400 acres

Access will be reserved through the Snoshoe Sub-
division to other state lands located along the Elliott

Highway.

One area in Subunit 101 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage shown is the acreage avail-
able over-the-counter as of May, 1984, and may not
be the maximum offering. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Hayes Creek Subdivision 465 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Highway buffers., A 300-foot buffer from center-
line on each side of the Elliott Highway should be
managed to maintain or enhance scenic views along
the highway. Development activities such as timber
harvesting and land-use authorizations may be al-
lowed within this buffer if the activity is designed to
maintain or enhance the scenic values of the highway
corridor, and to provide opportunities for viewing
background scenery. This guideline will not
preclude highway maintenance and improvement.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 10: Pipeline Corridor-Elliott Highway

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
101 Settlement Wildlife habitat Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 101a - Snoshoe S
Closed to coal Past Project:
Hayes Creek S
Pipeline corridor
width must be
accomodated
102 Low value ~ Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
103 Wildlife habitat ~ Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management

guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
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Management Unit 1P

Tatalina River

 MANAGEMENT INTENT

General, Five areas in this unit are designated set-
tlement or agriculture and may be offered for sale.
The remainder of state land is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.
Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land in
this unit is open to mineral entry.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a co-primary
use in Subunit 1P1. Approximately 8,500 acres may
be offered for private ownership. Land in Subunit
1P1 may be sold fee simple (for settlement) if soils
are not suitable for agriculture.

Aggie Creck Homestead(1P1) 4,000 acres
Aggie Creek East I Homestead(1P1) 1,500 acres
Aggie Creek East II Homestead(1P1)1,500 acres
Aggie Creek East I Agriculture(1P1) 750 acres
Aggie Creek East IT Agriculture(1P1) 750 acres

Within the boundaries of Aggie Creek East Homes-
tead, approximately 1,500 acres may have agricul-
tural potential (Aggie Creek EI & II Ag). They will
be sold for agriculture homesteads or small agricul-
ture.

Fish and Wildlife, Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 1P2 and 1P3, and a
secondary use in 1P1, The Tatalina River wetlands
are important-rated habitat for most wildlife species
and prime-rated habitat for moose, black bear and
furbearers. The wetlands are also particularly im-
portant as winter moose habitat and spring black bear
feeding habitat (B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glos-
sary).

There is an intensive level of trapping, and big and
small game hunting. Boat access and the current
small sport fishery should be maintained.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 1P3. This subunit contains extensive stands
of hardwoods, but no significant use is anticipated
unless an industrial hardwood demand develops.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1P: Tatalina River

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface® Prohibited?  Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1P Agriculture Wildlife habitat Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Settlement to sale 1P1-AggieCreck HS
Closed to ceal 1P1 - Aggie Creek
East Ag
1P1 - Aggie Creek
East HS
1P2 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals
- Remote cabins
1P3 Forestry Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat : ‘ Remote cabins

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1Q

Tanana River

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General, One area in this unit is designated agricul-
ture and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on maintaining
fish and wildlife habitat, hunting, and trapping.
Management will be consistent with the objectives
of the flood control project.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Agriculture, One area, Subunit 1Q2, with co-
primary designations of agriculture and settlement
has been offered for private ownership. In Subunit
1Q2, land may be sold fee simple (for settlement) if
soils are not suitable for agriculture. The acreage
offered may have been less than the maximum
amount shown.

Eielson Agriculture 2,000 acres

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 1Q1 and 1Q3, and a
secondary use in Subunit 1Q2. The area along the

Tanana River is important-rated habitat for most
species and prime-rated habitat for moose, fur-
bearers, and fish. The Tanana River is prime-rated
habitat for resident fish and is an essential migratory
pathway for salmon. There is an intensive level of
big and small game hunting, and trapping. (B-1 and
A-2 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 1Q3. This subunits resources are accessible
forests of commercial spruce and over-mature birch.

Recreation. Access sites in Subunit 1Q1 along the
Tanana River will be designated primary use recrea-
tion to facilitate recreational use of the river. Recrea-
tion is designated a secondary use in the remainder
of the unit,

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those

guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1Q: Tanana River

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

1Q1 Wildlife habitat ~ Public recreation Open Land disposals Unnamed unsur-

Remote cabins veyed islands in the
Tanana

1Q2 Agriculture Wildlife habitat Closed prior Remote cabins Past projects:

Settlement to sale 1Q2 - Eielson Ag
Closed to coal

1Q3 Forestry Open Remote cabins

Wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1R
Salcha-Goodpaster Uplands

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. This area will be retained in public owner-
ship under multiple use management. Principal
management objectives are subsurface development
and protection of the wildlife habitat. There are no
lands designated for disposal in the unit.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife is designated a
primary use in this management unit. This manage-
ment unit consists of highlands around the upper
drainage of the Sailcha River and is prime-rated
grizzly bear and caribou habitat (B-2 habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in

Subunit 1R2 and a secondary use in Subunit 1R1. .

Most of Subunit 1R1 has low value forests, but

moderate value commercial forests occur in the
South Fork Valley. The unit will be open to timber

_ harvesting for personal and commercial use.

Minerals. Mineral values are moderate to very high.
The unit is open to mineral entry.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit. -

Old Nike Range Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of 1and within Subunit
IR1. For further description, see Chapter 4,
Proposed State Selections.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1R: Salcha-Goodpaster Uplands

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
. Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1R1 Wildlife habitat ~ Forestry Open Land disposals
Remote cabins
1R2 Forestry Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cl:t)ains

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited méy be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1S5

Salcha River Corridor

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on recreation and maintaining fish and
wildlife habitat. All state land in this unit is open to
mineral entry.

Itis recommended that strict enforcement of state water
quality regulations be a priority in this unit. The area
is also recommended for a management plan.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 1S1 and 1S2. This
zone is critical-rated habitat for anadromous fish and
prime-rated habitat for black bear, caribou, grizzly
bear, moose, furbearers, and small game. The Salcha
River is the most important known king salmon
spawning and rearing system in the Tanana drainage,
and one of the most important in the Yukon drainage
for returning king salmon runs (B-1 habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary).

Increasing settlement densities would potentially af-
fect fire management options for habitat enhance-
ment and could potentially affect the quality of the
spawning area. For these reasons no disposals are
recommended.

Forestry., Forestry is designated a secondary use in
Subunit 1S1. Moderate to high value white spruce
stands occur all along the Salcha River and north of
the river on south facing hills.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunits 1S1 and 1S2. The Salcha River is one of
the few clear water rivers in interior Alaska. It is
used extensively for boating and fishing. High use
of this area for fishing, boating, and king salmon
spawning makes it a high priority area for enforce-
ment of water quality standards.

"MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Old Nike Range Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of 1and within subunits
181 and 1S2. For further description, see Chapter 4,
Proposed State Selections. ‘

Remote Cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 1S1
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine the areas to be
opened and the number of permits to be allowed,
after a detailed evaluation and public involvement.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1S: Salcha River Corridor

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
151 Public recreation ~ Forestry Open
Wildlife habitat
152 Public recreation Open Land disposals Salcha River Cor-
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins ridor — generally
within 1/4-mile
either side of mean
high water

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1T
Upper Chena River Highlands

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on subsurface resource development and
maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitatis desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1T1. This subunit is
an extensive prime-rated habitat for grizzly bear and
caribou. It also contains prime-rated sheep habitat
near West Point (B-1 and B-2 habitat; see Appendix
A, Glossary).

Minerals. Mineral values are moderate to very high.
A primary designation of minerals may be con-
sidered for certain sections of this subunit if mineral
development becomes imminent. All state land in
this unit is open to mineral entry.

Possible routes to the mineral deposits along the
Salcha tributaries (Butte and Caribou Creeks) should
be investigated.

Recreation. Currently there is little use of the area
for recreation because of lack of access. West Point,
representative of an alpine environment, should be
further investigated by the Division of Parks and
Outdoor Recreation for possible special natural
landmark status.

Although this management unit has other important
trails, the trails listed below have unique recreational
values and historical significance:

* The Chena Hot Springs Winter Trail is the
original winter sled route between Chena Hot
Springs and Fairbanks. The trail originated in
the early 1900’s and has been used extensively
since that time. Current uses of this 50 mile
trail include dog mushing, snow machining,
horseback riding, and moving farm equipment.

* The North Fork Valley Trail extends northeast
from Chena Hot Springs Road towards the
Borough and Tanana Basin Boundaries. The
trail is an extension of the Chena Hot Springs
Winter Trail and was used in the 1983 Yukon
Quest dogsled race. This 13-mile trail is used
mainly by cross country skiers, dog mushers,
and snow machiners.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Old Nike Range Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of land within Subunit
1T1. For further description, see Chapter 4,
Proposed State Selections.

Trails. A minimum 200 foot buffer (100 feet either
side of centerline) will be retained in public. owner-
ship to protect the recreational use of the Chena Hot
Springs Winter Trail and the North Fork Valley Trail.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1T: Upper Chena River Highlands

Subunit Primary
Surface Uses

Secondary
Surface Uses

Subsurface!

Prohibited >
Surface Use

Comments

1T1 Wildlife habitat Open

Recommend inves-
tigation of the pos-
sible routes to the
mineral deposits
along the Salcha
tributaries (Butte
and Caribou Creeks)

Remote cabins

Ieasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

% Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-mtent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management gmdehnes listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1U
Steese to Chena Hot Springs

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Seven areas in this unit are designated
settlement and may be offered for sale. The
remainder of state land is retained in public owner-
ship for multiple use management. The emphasis is
on subsurface resource development, recreation, and
maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

The Chatanika River is one of the most popular
recreation, hunting, and fishing rivers for Fairbanks
residents.  The river corridor in Subunit 1U2 is
recommended for legislative designation as a State
Recreation River (see also Chapter 4, Areas Recom-
mended for Legislative Designation).

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 1U1, 1U2, and 1U4,
and a secondary use in Subunit 1U3. This areais an
extensive prime-rated habitat for grizzly bear and
caribou, as well as moose, black bear, furbearers, and
small game (B-1 habitat along streams, B-2 habitat
in remainder; see Appendix A, Glossary).

The Chatanika River is a critical-rated habitat for
salmon. Strict enforcement of the water quality
regulations is a priority in the Chatanika drainage.

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 1U4. This subunit contains vast
hardwood forests of moderate volumes and produc-
tivity.

Minerals. There are many active mining operations in
this unit and potential for increased activity. Subunit
1U2, the Chatanika River corridor, is closed to new
mineral entry and coal leasing because of conflicts with

recreation and fish and wildlife habitat. Land disposals

in Subunit 1U3 will be closed to new mineral entry at
the time of sale. Subunits 1U1 and 1U4 are open to
mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in subunits 1U1 and 1U2, and a secondary use in
Subunit 1U3.

Chena Dome is an outstanding natural feature., Por-
tions of the Davidson Ditch should be identified by
the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation and
designated as a state historic site. For access to the
White Mountains, eight 100-acre sites have been
identified by the Bureau of Land Management.
These sites and the Grange Hall Access Site will be
retained and managed for recreation.

The remaining state lands at the potential Chena
Sunny ski area should be sold or leased for private
recreation development in accordance with a resort
development plan (to be done by an interagency
team). This would enable recreation and tourism
businesses in the Chena Hot Springs area to identify
the best possible downhill ski facilities.

The road-accessible Chatanika River in Subunit 1U2
is a highly popular float trip attraction. See Subunit
1E1 for additional management intent and guidelines
for this river corridor. Subunit 1U2 is recommended
for legislative designation as a state recreation river.

Opportunities for several easily accessible high
country trail routes exist in this unit.

Although this management unit has many important
trails, the trails listed below have unique recreational
values and historical significance:

* The Circle-Fairbanks Historic Trail is the original
route between Circle City and Fairbanks. Por-
tions of the trail within the Borough and Tanana
Basin boundaries are separated into a summer
ridgetop trail and winter sled route along the
Chatanika River. With the exception of a few
patented mining claims near the trailhead at
Cleary Summit, this 60-mile trail is on state land.

The Chena Hot Springs Winter Trail is the
original winter sled route between Chena Hot
Springs and Fairbanks. The trail originated in
the early 1900’s and has been used extensively
since that time. Current uses of this 50-mile
trail include dog mushing, snow machining,
horseback riding, and moving farm equipment.

* The North Fork Valley Trail extends north-
east from Chena Hot Springs Road towards
the Borough and Tanana Basin Boundaries.
The trail is an extension of the Chena Hot
Springs Winter Trail and was used in the
1983 Yukon Quest dogsled race. This 13-
mile trail is used mainly by cross country
skiers, dog mushers and snow machiners. A
major portion of this trail passes through the
Far Mountain disposal (Subunit 1U3) and is
used for access through this area.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1U3. Approximately 11,300 acres may
be offered for private ownership.
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Caribou Creek Homestead (1U3a) 400 acres
Chena South Homestead (1U3b) 600 acres
Far Mountain Homestead (1U3¢) 2,400 acres
Hunts Creek Homestead (1U3d) 600 acres
Mt. Ryan Homestead (1U3e) 3,000 acres
West Fork Homestead (1U3f) 4,000 acres
Springview Subdivision (1U3g) 300 acres

The settlement densities of Chena South, Hunts
Creek, and West Fork homesteads should not exceed
the number of acres divided by 20, as established in
these offerings prior to the 1985 TBAP.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Facility Siting. Siting of facilities within one-half
mile of the ordinary high mark of the Chatanika
River will be avoided to the extent feasible and
prudent, consistent with the purposes for which the -
corridor was established.

Oil and Gas. Oil and gas exploration and develop-
ment activities will be sited and timed to mitigate
impact of fish and wildlife habitat and public use
values of the river comridor. Specific mitigation
measures will be developed as part of the lease sale
process. Timing, topography, vegetation, and other
factors will be considered.

Trails. A minimum 200-foot buffer (100 feet either
side of centerline) will be retained in public owner-
ship to protect the recreational use of the Chena Hot
Springs Winter Trail, the North Fork Valley Trail,
and the Circle to Fairbanks Trail.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1U: Steese to Chena Hot Springs
Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
11 Public recreation ~ Wildlife habitat Open Land disposais
, ' ' Remote cabins
102 Public recreation Closed to Land disposals Chatanika Riveris’
Wildlife habitat location Remote cabins recommended for
Closed to coal state recreation river
status generally 1/4
mile either side of
mean high water.
See also Subunit 1E1
1U3 Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Wildlife habitat to sale 1U3a - Caribou Cr. HS
Closed to coal 1U3b - Chena South HS
1U3c - Far Mountain
HS
1U3d - Hunts Creek
HS
1U3e - Mt. Ryan HS
1U3f - West Fork HS
1U3g - Springview S
1U4 Forestry Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal. _
2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1V

Middle Fork of the Chena

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat. It
is recommended that strict enforcement of the water
quality regulations be a priority in this unit. All state
land in this unit is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1V1. The lower
Chena is the second most heavily fished stream in
the state. The middle fork of the Chena is important-
rated habitat for resident fish and is the spawning
area for grayling in the lower Chena. The riparian
corridor also serves as prime-rated habitat for moose,
black bear, furbearers, and small game (B-1 habitat;
see Appendix A, Glossary).

Minerals. There are important mineral values in this
area, It has been actively mined for several decades
and the potential remains high. Mining claims are
staked on both banks of the upper Middle Fork, and
several placer mines are currently active. Because
of the extremely high value fishery, enforcement of
water quality regulations is a priority.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1V: Middle Fork of Chena

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
~ Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1V1 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals
Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1W

Little Chena

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unitis designated agricul-
ture and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is maintaining fish
and wildlife habitat and protecting future agricul-
tural development.

Agricultural disposals will be closed to new mineral
entry at the time of sale. The remainder of state land
in this unit is open to mineral entry.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a primary
use in Subunit 1W1. Acreage that may be offered
for private ownership has not been determined.

Little Chena Agriculture (1W1)

Subunit 1W4 may have some potential for agricul-
ture. This subunit is designated resource manage-
ment and will be managed for multiple uses until
reevaluated and the plan amended.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 1W2 and 1W3,
These subunits are prime-rated for moose and fur-
bearers (B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 1W3. Much of this management unit
is black spruce, but some commercial timber values
can be found adjacent to existing timber sales.

Recreation. Because of its close proximity to Fair-
banks, this management unit receives much recrea-
tional use. Dog sledding, cross-country skiing, and
hunting are some of the most common uses in this
area. Many heavily used trails are located within this
management unit, including the Chena Hot Springs
Winter Trail.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Agricultural disposals. Before disposal of land
designated for agriculture within the Little Chena
Management Unit, an on-site evaluation of each tract
proposed for sale will be conducted to confirm the
parcel’s suitability for agricultural use. The Division
of Agriculture will be responsible for this review.
The review should be done in consultation with the
Soil Conservation Service, the Division of Land, and
the Department of Fish and Game.

Trails. Trail easements need to be reserved when
designing the agricultural disposals planned for this
management unit. A minimum of 200 feet (100 feet
either side of centerline) will be retained in public
ownership where the Chena Hot Springs winter trail
passes through agricultural disposal projects.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1W: Little Chena

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! ~ Prohibited?  Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
w1 Agriculture Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 1W1 - Little Chena
Ag
W2 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposais
Remote cabins
1W3 Forestry Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
1W4 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt, Remote cabins
-agriculture
-habitat

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerais, except as noted for coal.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1X

Johnson Road

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Part of this management unit will be
retained in public ownership and managed for
wildlife habitat. The rest of the unit will be managed
to provide small farms on areas of good agricultural
soil and to provide for rural settlement. Cropland
will be available for small farms. The Fairbanks
North Star Borough’s comprehensive development
plan covers this unit, proposing agricultural and very
low density residential 1and use. The borough plan
also recommends that "purely residential uses should
not be permitted to intrude upon existing or potential
agricultural areas." The limited overall acreage and
topography make large farms infeasible. Wetlands
should be managed as buffers for water quality along
streams and for wildlife habitat.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Agriculture.  Agriculture is designated a co-
primary use in Subunit 1X1. Approximately 3,000
acres may be offered for private ownership. In this
subunit, Jand may be sold fee simple (for settlement)
if soils are not suitable for agriculture.

French Creek Agriculture (1X1a) 3,000 acres

Fish and wildlife. Fish and wildlife has been desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 1X2. Access to public
resources, particularly fish and wildlife/recreation
areas should be maintained.

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a secondary
use to salvage commercial timber from land to be
sold as small farms.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1X1. Approximately 200 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Sulliwood Heights Subdivision(1X1b) 200 acres

Other resources.. A 300-foot corridor shall be
reserved for the Alaska Railroad extension.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1X: Johnson Road

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
1X1 Agriculture Forestry Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Settlement 7 to sale 1X1a - French Creek
1X1b - Sulliwood
Heights S
1X2 Wildlife habitat Open

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

. 2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1Y

Salchaket River

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. The Salchaket unit will be retained in
public ownership and managed to protect its wildlife,
habitat, public recreation, and forestry values. The
unit will remain open for mineral entry.

Fish and wildlife. The land within the Little Salcha
River corridor, Subunit 1Y2, is designated as fish
and wildlife habitat. Of particular importance is
maintaining the quality of sport fishing within the
river cotridor.

Forestry. Forestry is designated as the primary use
of Subunit 1Y1. Commercial and personal use of
timber resources will not infringe upon the quality

of the habitat and recreation values found within the
river corridor.

Recreation. Subunit 1Y2 is in proximity to the
Fairbanks urban area and is a popular recreation spot.
Because of the importance of sport fishing along the
Little Salcha River, the river corridor has a primary
designation for public recreation.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1Y: Salchaket River

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

1Y1 Forestry Open Open

1Y2 Public recreation en Open
Wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 1Z

Harding/Birch Lake

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. The scattered nature of state land ownership
within this unit requires four different primary desig-
nations: agriculture, settlement, public recreation, and
forestry. Recreation and forest lands will be managed
to support the scenic, recreational, fish and wildlife,
and forest resources. Land is designated for private
ownership for agriculture northwest of Harding Lake,
and for settlement southeast of Harding Lake. Land
disposals will be closed to new mineral entry prior to
sale. All state land that remains in public ownership
will be open to mineral entry.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a primary
use in Subunit 1Z1. Acreage that may be offered for
private ownership has not been determined.

Aurora Agriculture (1Z1) Acreage

undetermined

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 174, and a secondary use in Subunit
1Z3. Disruption of public access within forest lands
during periods of active timber harvest should be
minimized whenever possible.

Recreation. Subunit 1Z3 encompasses all public
recreation areas in this management unit. The
recreation area along the northwest portion of Hard-
ing Lake shall remain available for developed

recreation facilities. East of Harding Lake the
recreation shall retain winter access to Spencer Lake.
Recreational developments will be designed to avoid
degradation of fish and wildlife habitat. Immedi- .
ately east of Harding Lake is the 11-acre Spencer
Lake, which is planned for sport fish rehabilitation
by the Department of Fish and Game.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 1Z2. Acreage that may be offered for.
private ownership has not been determined.

Harding Lake East Subdivision (1Z2) Acreage
undetermined

Note: The 1990 Update of this plan incorporated this
project from the 1982 Delta-Salcha Area Plan that
did not include a maximum allowable acreage for the
project offering. This should be addressed in a future
plan update.

Other Resources. A 300-foot corridor shall be
reserved for the Alaska Railroad extension.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.
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3-45



Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 1Z: Harding/Birch Lake

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

1Z1 Agriculture Closed prior Plan map legend:
to sale 121 - Aurora Ag

122 Settlement Closed prior Plan map legend:
to sale 1Z2 - Harding Lake

EastS
1Z3 Public recreation ~ Forestry Open
124 Forestry Open

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 1

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1ZA

Salcha Forest

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this management unit will be
retained in public use and managed for multiple-use,
which allows for hunting, trapping, fishing, other
forms of recreation, and material sites. Management
emphasis is on protecting fish and wildlife, and
recreation values. This unit should remain available
and accessible for mineral exploration, develop-
ment, and extraction, which includes mineral leasing
and acquisition of rights to locatable minerals.

Agriculture. Agriculture is a secondary land use
designation for subunit 1ZA1. Suitable soils may be
considered for agricultural disposal, provided the
primary designations (recreation and habitat) are not
significantly impacted.

Fish and wildlife. Habitat is a primary use designa-
tion for subunits 1ZA1 and 1ZA2. The Flat Creek
drainage burn area should be managed to sustain
optimum habitat for moose in accordance with
developed game management plans.

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary

_use in Subunit 1ZA2,

Minerals. Minerals is a primary use designation in
Subunit 1ZA2. Material disposals and mineral
development should minimize impacts on wildlife
resources and the visual impact on the recreation
resources. '

Recreation. Recreation is a primary use designation
in Subunit 1ZA1. Within this subunit, Redmond and -
McCoy creeks shall be protected for recreational and
habitat values by reserving a buffer in public owner-
ship on either side of both creeks. The width of these
buffers will be determined in consultation with the
departments of Fish and Game and Environmental
Conservation.

A public access easement for recreation and tradi-
tional use shall be retained 100 feet wide along the
Redmond Creek Trail.

Other Resources. Material sales may occur where
consistent with and not detrimental to the primary
management intent. Sales should minimize impacts
on wildlife resources and the visual impacts on the
recreation resources.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Access. To prevent adverse impacts on subunits 151
and 182, access to Subunit 1ZA2 for timber harvest
will be from the south, through Tanana Valley State
Forest units 7 or 8, and will be by winter roads only.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 1ZA: Salcha Forest

Subunit Primary
Surface Uses

Secondary
Surface Uses

Subsurface’

Prohibited 2 Comments

Surface Use

ZA1 Public recreation

Agriculture n
Wildlife habitat Ope

1ZA2 Forestry Open
Minerals
Wildlife habitat

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be

allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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Subregion2
LOWER TANANA

This subregion extends from the City of Tanana on the west to the borough on the east, and from the
Serpentine and Cascade ridges on the north to the Tanana River on the south. It includes Minto Flats
(a major waterfowl nesting area) and the Livengood and Tofty mining districts, which are very active.

The state has selected or owns approximately 185,000 acres, or 70% of the area in this subregion.
The unit is very accessible and can be reached via the Elliott Highway, the Tanana River, or via
many trails and mining roads which pass through it.

The major uses of the area include mining, subsistence, and spdrt hunting and fishing. The trails in
the area receive both recreational and mining use.

The resources which will be emphasized in this subregion are mining, habitat, and timber. Activities
in this subunit should avoid or minimize conflicts with wildlife, fish and other resources, and the
traditional use of these resources by residents. Protection of trails, water quality, and the option to
develop the agricultural soils in the area will also be emphasized.

AGRICULTURE Existing Projects Subunit Acres
Two Mil 2 IT Agri

Several areas of potential agricultural land are scat- wo Mile Lake IT Agriculture 213 2.500

tered along the Elliott Highway between Livengood

and the Fairbanks North Star Borough. Currentlyit FISH & WILDLIFE

is inappropriate to sell much land in this area for :
The Minto Flats area is of extremely high value as

commercial agriculture because of the distance to
markets. However, the following projects will be
offered to meet the need for small agriculture parcels
and agriculture homesteads.

Within the Lower Tanana Subregion, 6,100 acres
may be offered for agriculture. . In Subunits with
co-primary designations of agriculture and settle-
ment, land may be sold fee simple (for settlement) if
soils are not suitable for agriculture.

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED FOR

AGRICULTURE
Future Projects Subunit Acres
Globe Creek Agriculture 2L1a 500
Snoshoe Pass Agriculture 2L1b 2,500
Tatalina Agriculture 2L1c 2,100
Wilbur Agriculture 2K2 1,000
TOTAL 6,100

habitat. The Minto Flats State Game Refuge has been
designated by the Alaska State Legislature to protect
and enhance these values. Lowlands surrounding
Minto Flats, uplands along the northem ridges border-
ing the Basin, and the comridors along the Cosna,
Chitanana and Zitziana rivers all require habitat protec-
tion, but are compatible with other resource uses.

Several areas are recommended for joint habitat and
recreation management.

FORESTRY

The uplands and terraces between Tanana and Man-
ley Hot Springs along the Tanana River contain the
greatest concentration of highly productive commer-
cial timberland in the basin outside the State Forest.
When combined with private timberlands, the area
has the potential to be one of Interior Alaska’s major
timber supply resources. Forestry is a primary use
where major concentrations of State timber occur.
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3-57



Chapter 3 - Subregion 2

MINERALS

Development of subsurface resources is a high
priority in this subregion. The subregion contains
the core areas of the Hot Springs and Tolovana
mining districts. These districts have had a com-
bined production of one million ounces of gold, over
600 thousand pounds of tin, and minor amounts of
antimony, mercury, and tungsten. Blocks of active
claims are concentrated around Livengood, Manley
Hot Springs, Tofty, and Eureka (see Mineral Element
Map available at DNR, Fairbanks).

The largest placer gold reserves in North America
are located within this subregion. There were about
40 active placer mines in the subregion during 1983,
The lode potential for gold, mercury, tin, base metals,
tungsten, and antimony deposits is quite high, par-
ticularly from the headwaters of Applegate Creek
west to Fish Lake and to the north of Cascaden Ridge
east to the headwaters of the Tolovana.

There are no known coal, oil, or gas resources in this
area; however, the Lower Tanana Basin may have
hydrocarbon potential. The region will be left open to
coal prospecting, and oil and gas and coal leasing,

RECREATION

The many historic trails and the Manley and
Tolovana hot springs are the most important recrea-
tional resources in the area. The Tanana River cor-
ridor is a major feature of this region. These values
are protected through multiple use designations and
management guidelines.

As land is disposed of along the Elliott Highway,
areas for access to the back country and o natural
features, such as domes and hot springs, will be
preserved.

SETTLEMENT

Within the Lower Tanana Subregion, 13,350 acres of
state land may be offered for sale: 800 acres for
community expansion; and 12,550 acres for recrea-
tional use and self-sufficient living,

Land for Community Expansion

The state owns land for community expansion near
the communities of Tofty, Livengood, and Eureka.
Because of the small population in these com-
munities, very limited land sales are recommended
in these areas.

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED FOR

COMMUNITY EXPANSION

Future Projects Subunit Acres
Cascaden II Subdivision/

Westridge Homestead 2J6 400
Eureka Community Subdivision 2D3a 200
Tofty Subdivision 2D3b 200
TOTAL , 800
Existing Projects Subunit Acres
Cascaden I Subdivision 216 100

Land for Recreational Use and
Self-sufficient Living

The state owns large amounts ofland between Liven-
good and Manley that could be sold for recreational
use. Most of the land is not high quality and there
are few recreational amenities that would draw
people to the area. Consequently, only a few dis-
posals are being offered between Livengood and
Manley.

The state land between Fairbanks and Livengood is
generally more desirable for settlement. This area is
closer to Fairbanks, and is adjacent to the Steese-
White Mountain Recreation Area. In this area,
several homestead areas and subdivisions will be
offered for sale. The total number of parcels in each
homestead area should not exceed the net acres
divided by forty.

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED FOR
RECREATIONAL SUBDIVISIONS OR FEE

SIMPLE HOMESTEADS
Future Projects Subunit Acres
Hutlitakwa Subdivision 2E2 1,400
Tatalina Subdivision 2L6d 300
Chitanana Homestead 2B3a 850
Cosna Lower Homestead 2B3b 6,000
Globe Creek Homestead 2L6a 1,000
Lost Homestead 271 1,000
Snoshoe Pass Homestead 2L.6b 1,500
Tatalina Homestead 2L6¢ 500
TOTAL 12,550
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 2

Existing Projects Subunit Acres
Berg Subdivision 211 329
Deadman Lake Subdivision 2B3 533
Kentucky Creek Subdivision =~ 2D3 543
Dugan Hills Homestead 2B3 7,000
TOTAL 8,405
TRADITIONAL

RESOURCE USES

This subregion includes the communities of Manley
Hot Springs, Minto, and Livengood, although uses
within this subregion may affect or influence the
communities of Tanana, Rampart, Stevens Village,
and Allakaket, which are located outside the plan-
ning area.  Access to resources vary by season and
location. Year-round access or traditional-use
methods include foot and dog transportation, airline
services, and all-terrain and mechanized travel. The
Dalton Highway is open year-round and facilitates
access to areas used by both subsistence and sports
users. Many areas of this subregion are claimed as
Native allotments, particularly along the Tanana
River and near Fish Lake.

TRANSPORTATION

The following access corridors have been identificd
by the Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities (DOT&PF). There are no proposals for
actual construction of access within these corridors,
but the option to develop access in these areas should
not be precluded.

Elliott and Dalton Highways Realignment:
DOT&PF has plans to reconstruct and realign much
of the Elliott and Dalton highways. DOT&PF will
work with the planning team to choose the routing
that best meets the land use objectives described in
this plan and complies with appropriate highway
standards and project costs.

Western Access Railroad Corridor: Aconstruction
corridor through this subregion for a possible rail-
road extension to the western area of the state has
been identified. The corridor in this area runs from
Nenana to the vicinity of Tanana south of the Tanana
River. '

Trails and Revised Statute (RS) 2477 Roads:

. Many trails and minor roads exist in this subregion.

See Chapter 2, Public Access and Trails Manage-
ment for additional information.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2A

Chitanana Upland

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on recreation and protecting future forest
and agricultural development opportunities. In
general, this unit has poor access and soils.

The Chitanana Dunes is closed to new mineral entry
and to coal leasing. The remainder of state land in
this unit is open to mineral entry.

Agriculture, Subunit 2A2 has land that may have
potential for agriculture. Most of it, however, will
probably be found unsuitable because the area is
dominated by wetlands and dunes with short, steep
slopes. This subunit is designated resource manage-
ment. Feasibility for agricultural development may
also be reduced by mining activities.

Fish and Wildlife. This entire unit has low value for
habitat overall (C habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary)
but is important for local subsistence hunting and
trapping.

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 2A4.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 2A1. The vast Chitanana Dune System
should be managed for research and compatible
recreation activities.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Minchumina Block Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of land within subunits
2A3 and 2A4. For further description, see Chapter
4, Proposed State Selections.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 2A3
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine the areas 1o be
opened and the number of permits to be allowed,
after a detailed evaluation and public involvement.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

3-60

Tanana Basin Area Plan



o

(5=1)

L

e

Chapter 3 - Subregion 2

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2A: Chitanana Uplands

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2A1 Public recreation Closed to Land disposals Chitanana Dunes
location Remote cabins

Closed to coal Roads

2A2 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt, ' Remote cabins
-agriculture
2A3 Low value Open Low density small
resource mgmt, tracts may be accept-
able
2A4 Forestry Open Land disposals
Remote cabins

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2B

Lower Tanana River Corridor

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on maintaining
fish and wildlife habitat and protecting future forest
and agricultural development opportunities.

Agriculture. Portions of Subunit 2B1 may have
potential for agriculture. Some of the parcels are too
steep, face north, or are subject to flooding. This
subunit is designated resource management and will
be managed for multiple use, especially agriculture
and maintaining fish and wildlife habitat, until
reevaluated and the plan amended.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 2B2 and 2B4, and a
secondary use in Subunit 2B3, This unit has impor-
tant-rated habitat for many wildlife species and
prime-rated habitat formoose, furbearers, and water-
fowl (B-2 habitat in the Middle Chitanana, B-1
habitat elsewhere; see Appendix A, Glossary).
Habitat areas will be managed for black bear spring
habitat, for movement of game, and for nesting,
molting, and migrating waterfowl.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 2B4, and a secondary use in Subunit 2B2.
White spruce stands along the Tanana River will be
managed on a sustained yield basis to provide both
commercial and personal use timber. Subunit 2B4
contains the eastern portion of the largest commer-
cial white spruce stand in the Tanana drainage, and
extensive mixed spruce and hardwood forest occur-
ring along Bean Ridge.

Minerals. Mineral potential is moderate. Claims

have been located in and around Cosna Bluff. Land
disposals in Subunit 2B3 will be closed to new
mineral entry at the time of sale. The remainder of
state land is open to mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunit 2B2. Deadman Lake access site in
Subunit 2B3 will be protected.

Some of the steep, dry bluffs along the Tanana River
support aspen stands, juniper shrubs and grasslands
that are a remnant of the last glacial era, when Alaska

supported herds of large grazing animals. Some of
these plant communities are rare today. The
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation will work
with the Division of Land to identify and protect a
representative set of these dry bluffs.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 2B3. Approximately 6,850 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Chitanana Homestead (2B3a) 850 acres

Cosna Lower I Homestead (2B3b) 3,000 acres

Cosna Lower IT Homestead (2B3b) 3,000 acres
Two areas in Subunit 2B3 have been offered for
private ownership. A portion of the developable land
may be available for additional offerings.

Deadman Lake Subdivision

Dugan Hills Homestead

533 acres
7,000 acres

Acreage shown for Dugan Hills is that available
over-the-counter as of May, 1984. The acreage
shown may not be the maximum offering.

Acreage shown for Deadman Lake is that available
as of April, 1984.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote Cabins. State-owned land in subunits 2B2
and 2B4 may be considered for remote cabin per-
mits. An interagency team will determine the areas
to be opened and the number of permits to be al-
lowed, after a detailed evaluation and public invol-
vement.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2B: Lower Tanana River Corridor

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2B1 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-wildlife habitat
2B2 Wildlife habitat ~ Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation
2B3 Settlement Wildlife habitat Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 2B3a - Chitanana HS
Closed to coal 2B3b - Cosna Lower
HS
Past projects:
Deadman Lake §
Dugan Hills HS
2B4 Forestry Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

? Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2. '
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2C

Fish Lake Watershed

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for muitiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

All state land in this unit is open to mineral entry.
Strict enforcement of water quality standards in the
watershed of Fish Lake, including American, El-
dorado and Boulder creeks, is considered very im-
portant in protecting fish and waterfowl values of
Fish Lake and the surrounding wetlands.

Fish and Wildlife. Fishand wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 2C1. The Fish Lake
area is important-rated habitat for many wildlife
species and prime-rated habitat for moose, fur-
bearers, waterfowl, and resident fish (A-2 habitat;
see Appendix A, Glossary). This subunit is also a
very important hunting and fishing area.

Forestry. There are some moderate forestry values
north of Fish Lake,

Minerals. The western portion of Subunit 2C1 is in

the Tofty Mining District. Mining is active along .

American, Eldorado, and tributaries of Boulder

Creek. Itisdifficult for miners to attain water quality
standards because of a unique black shale and/or
slate which pulverizes into fine particles.

Other Resources. The unit has some potential for
agriculture, settlement, and forestry. No lands have
been designated for these uses because of potential
conflicts with water quality, habitat, and minerals,
and because of hunting and other traditional uses of
this area that are important to residents. There are
no other resources with significant value.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

" Management guidelines that apply to all state land

are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit, Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2C: Fish Lake

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2C1 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals Priority area for en-

forcement of water
quality regulations

Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2D

Eureka-Tofty

MANAGEMENT INTENT
General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-

ment and may be offered for sale. The remamderof .
state land is retained in public ownership formulhple o
'use_management. The emphasis is on mineral
development, recreation, maintaining fish and

wildlife habitat, and protecting future agricultural
development opportunities.

Agriculture. Subunit 2D1 may have potential for
agriculture although some parcels are too steep. This
subunit is designated resource management and will

be managed for multiple uses, especially agriculture

and minerals, until reevaluated and the plan
amended. An agriculture designation may be
eliminated if mlmng actmty mcreases substantially.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wﬂdhfe habitat is desig- .
~nated a prlmary use in subunits 2D2 and 2DS5, and a

secondary use in Subunit 2D3. The uplands in the
Eurcka-Manley area are important-rated habitat for
several wildlife species and prime-rated habitat for
moose, furbearers, and small game (B-1 habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary).

Baker Creek and the Hutlinana River support popula-
tions of spawning salmon, as well as sport fisheries for
resident fish. The Tofty area is critical-rated staging
grounds for breeding sharp-tailed grouse.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
subunits 2D35, 2D6, and 2D7, and a secondary use in
Subunit 2D2. Commercial forests along the south
slope of Bean Ridge between Manley Hot Springs
and Overland Bluff will be managed to provide wood
products for local use.

Minerals. :Mnérals is desxgnatéd dpnmary use in

subunits 2D2, 2D5, and 2D7. Land disposals in
Subunit 2D3 will be closed to new mineral entry at
the time of sale. The remainder of state land is open
to mineral entry.

This unit is one of the five most important mining
areas in the Basin. Nearly 500,000 ounces of gold
and over 600,000 pounds of tin have been produced
from placer mines in the Eureka-Tofty area. Gold-
silver lodes are known in a belt of sheared,
metasedimentary rocks near biotite granite at Hot
Springs Dome. Extensive tin and gold deposits are
yetto be developed. The district is the second largest
primary tin producer in the U.S.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary
use in subunits 2D4 and 2D6, and a secondary use
in 2D2,

! The area around Manley Hot Springs contains im-
- portant recreation values. In addition, this manage-

ment unit contains numerous trails that are used for
recreation and access. These include dog mushing
trails in the Eureka area and access routes into the
Sawtooth Mountains.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 2D3. Approximately 400 acres may be
offered for private ownership, in two phases each for
the two areas.

Eurcka Community I Subdivision

(2D3a) 100 acres
Eureka Community H Subdivision

(2D3a) 100 acres
Tofty I Subdivision (2D3b) 100 acres
Tofty II Subdivision (2D3b) 100 acres

One area in Subunit 2D3 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage shown is the acreage avail-
able over-the-counter as of May, 1984, and may not
be the maximum offering. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Kentucky Creek Subdivision 543 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Communication sites. Communication S_ites on
Manley Hot Springs Dome will be consolidated in
the smallest area possible.

Manley Hot Springs Road. A 300-foot buffer from
centerline on each side of the roadway should be
managed to maintain or enhance scenic views along
the highway. Development activities such as timber
harvesting and land-use authorizations may be al-
lowed within this buffer if the activity is designed to
maintain or enhance the scenic values of the highway
corridor, and to provide opportunities for viewing
background scenery. This guideline will not
preclude highway maintenance and improvement.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2D: Eureka-Tofty

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2D1 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-minerals
2D2 Minerals Public recreation Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat ~ Forestry Remote cabins
2D3 Settlement Wildlife habitat Closed prior Plan map legend:
to sale 2D3a - Eureka
Closed to coal Community S
2D3b - Tofty S
Past projects:
Kentucky Creek §
2D4 Public recreation Open Land disposals Manley Dome
Remote cabins '
2D5 Forestry Open Land disposals
Minerals Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat
2D6 Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins
2D7 Forestry : Open Land disposais
Minerals Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2E

Elephant Mountain

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership formultiple
use management. The emphasis is on mineral
development, recreation, and maintaining fish and
wildlife habitat.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 2E1 and 2E4, and
secondary in 2E2 and 2E3. The uplands along Hut-
linana and Applegate creeks are important-rated
habitat for many wildlife species (B-2 and C habitat;
see Appendix A, Glossary). Hutlinana Creek is sal-
mon spawning habitat.

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 2E4, and a secondary use in 2El.
Subunit 2E4 generally encompasses moderate to
good volume hardwood forests with suitable access
potential for future development.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in subunits 2E1, 2E3, and 2E4, and a secondary use
in Subunit 2E2.

Hutlinana Hot Spring, in Subunit 2E3, has important
recreational and fish and wildlife values, and should
be protected as an undeveloped recreation site.

Minerals. Minerals is designated a primary use in
subunits 2E1 and 2EA4. This is a mining area that has
been actively mined for decades. Continuous ex-
ploration is taking place.

Land disposals in Subunit 2E2 will be closed to new
mineral entry prior to sale. The remainder of state
land is open to mineral entry.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 2E2. Approximately 1,400 acres may be
offered for private ownership, in five phases.

Hutlitakwa I Subdivision (2E2) 300 acres
Hutlitakwa II Subdivision (2E2) 300 acres
Hutlitakwa III Subdivision (2E2) 300 acres
Hutlitakwa IV Subdivision (2E2) 300 acres
Hutlitakwa V Subdivision (2E2) 200 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

. Management guidelines that apply to all state land

are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses. in this unit.

Access. Access to the Hutlinana Hot Springs will be
protected.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

. Tanana Basin Area Plan
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2E: Elephant Mountain

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2E1 Minerals Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat
2E2 Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Plan map legend:
Wildlife habitat to sale 2E2 - Hutlitakwa 5
Closed to coal
2E3 Public recreation ~ Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals Hutlinana Hot
Remote cabins Springs
Applegate Creek
2E4 Forestry Open Land disposals
Minerals Remote cabins
Public recreation
Wildlife habitat

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be

allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2F

Tolovana Hot Springs Dome

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on minerals, forestry, maintaining fish and
wildlife habitat, and protecting future agricultural
development opportunities.

Agriculture. Subunit 2F1 may have potential for
agriculture. Most of this subunit is too steep, but
small areas along Moose Creek may be suitable.
This subunit is designated resource management and
will be managed for multiple uses, especially
agriculture, habitat, and minerals, until reevaluated
and the plan amended. The feasibility of agriculture
may be further reduced if there is a substantial in-
crease in mining activity.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 2F2 and 2F3. The
area traversed by Manley Hot Springs Road west of
Tolovana Hot Springs is important-rated habitat for
many wildlife species (B-2 and C habitat; see Ap-
pendix A, Glossary). This area is also heavily used
for big and small game hunting, ‘

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
subunits 2F2 and 2F3. Timber values are located in
the uplands east of Minto and along the Tolovana

River, and will be managed for commercial and

personal use.

Minerals. Minerals has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 2F3. All state land in this unit is open
to mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation has been designated a
secondary use in Subunit 2F2, The most notable
feature is Tolovana Hot Springs Dome, owned by the
federal govemment, in Subunit 2F2. Although cur-
rently not heavily used, the hot springs could get
more use if developed and the present trail upgraded.
Access to Tolovana Hot Springs will be protected.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Mzinagement guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

\
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2F: Tolovana Hot Springs Dome

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2F1 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-minerals
-wildlife habitat
2F2 Forestry Public recreation Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
2F3 Forestry Open Land disposals
Minerals Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal. )

% Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2G
Tolovana North of Minto Flats

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat,
especially the extensive wetlands. All state land in
this unit is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 2G1. The wetlands
along the Tolovana River east of Minto Flats contain
very high habitat values.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunit 2G1. The area is used for some
hunting, fishing, and snowmobiling.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Recreation. Public access sites along the Tolovana
River will be identified by the Division of Parks and
Outdoor Recreation and reserved for public use.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 2G: Tolovana North of Minto Flats

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
- Surface Uses Surface Uses : Surface Use
2G1 Wildlife habitat ~ Publicrecreation = Open Land disposals
Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2H

Minto

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.
Part of the Minto Flats State Game Refuge is closed
to new mineral entry. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife/Recreation. Fish and wildlife
habitat and recreation are designated primary uses
in subunits 2H1, 2H2, and 2H3. Subunits 2H1 and
2H2 are habitat for a wide diversity and abundance
of wildlife species (A-1 and A-2 habitat; see Appen-
dix A, Glossary). Subunit 2H3 is described below
under Minto Flats State Game Refuge.

In addition to being important-rated habitat for many
wildlife species, Minto Flats is prime-rated habitat
for black bear, furbearers, and raptors, critical-rated
winter habitat for moose, and critical-rated habitat
for waterfowl. This area is the largest shallow lake
and wetland in the Tanana Basin, and serves as
prime-rated habitat for resident fish and a migration
route for salmon.

There is heavy subsistence and sport hunting, trap-
ping, and fishing activities.

Forestry, Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 2H2. This subunit is suitable for
providing local firewood.

Minto Flats State Game Refuge. Subunit 2H3 has
been designated by the Alaska Legislature as the
Minto Flats State Game Refuge (AS 16.20.037).
The refuge was established to 1) ensure the protec-
tion and enhancement of habitat; 2) ensure the con-
servation of fish and wildlife; and 3) guarantee the
continuation of hunting, fishing, trapping and other

uses by the public compatible with the first two
purposes. As a state game refuge, the area remains
a multiple use area to the extent that activities must
be compatible with the refuge’s purposes. Both
DNR and ADF&G regulate activities within the
refuge under their respective authorities.

A management plan for the Minto Flats State Game
Refuge (required in the enacting legislation) is
presently underway, with January 1992 as a target
date for completion. This plan, prepared by ADF&G
in consultation with DNR, will guide management
activities on the refuge in the future. TBAP manage-

- ment guidelines for the area will remain in effect

until the management plan is completed. Land sales,
grazing, remote cabins, utility corridors, and roads
are prohibited uses within the refuge. The majority
of the refuge was closed to mineral entry by the 1985
Tanana Basin Area Plan (Mineral Order #510).

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Managemént guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Cultural Resources. Grave sites in Minto Flats are
cultural resources and should be protected.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2H: Minto

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses ' Surface Use
2H1 Public recreation Cpen Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
2H2 Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat :
2H3 Public recreation ‘Portionclosed  Grazing Legislatively desig-
Wildlife habitat to location Land disposals nated as Minto Flats
Remote cabins State Game Refuge
Roads
Utility corridors

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

% Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 21

Lower Goldstream Creek

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and agriculture and may be offered for sale.
The remainder of state land is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on agriculture, forestry, and maintaining
fish and wildlife habitat.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at time of sale. The remainder of state land is open
to mineral entry.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a co-primary
use in Subunit 2I3. One area in Subunit 213 with a
co-primary designation of agriculture and settlement
has been offered for private ownership. In Subunit
213, land may be sold fee simple (for settlement) if
soils are not suitable for agriculture. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Two Mile Lake Il Agriculture 2,500 Acres

Fish and Wildlife, Fish and wildlife habitatis desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 212 and a secondary
use in subunits 2I1 and 2I4. The unit will be
managed to maintain important habitat values (wet-
lands A-2 habitat, uplands B-1 and C habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 214, a river-bottom white spruce stand.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunits 211, 212, and 214.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 211. No new offerings for private owner-
ship are planned.

One area in Subunit 211 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage offered may have been less
than the maximum amount shown, A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Berg Subdivision 329 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Recreation. A recreation access site will be
reserved for public use at the crossing of Goldstream
Creek and the Alaska Railroad.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state 1and in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2I: Lower Goldstream Creek

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
A1 Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Past project:
Wildlife habitat to sale 211 -Berg$
Closed to coal
22 Wildlife habitat  Public recreation Open Land disposals
Remote cabins
23 Agriculture Improved Closed to Remote cabins Past project:
Settlement pasture grazing location Two Mile Lake Il Ag
Closed to coal
214 Forestry Public recreation n Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2]

West Fork of the Tolovana

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on maintaining
fish and wildlife habitat and protecting future
agricultural development opportunities.

Agriculture. Subunit 2J3 may have agriculture
potential, although part of it may be too steep and
high in elevation. This subunit is designated
resource management and will be managed for mul-
tiple uses, especially maintaining habitat, until
reevaluated and the plan amended. Agriculture
development may be reduced if there is a substantial
increase in mining.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 2J2 and 2J7, and a
secondary use in 2J6. It is prime-rated habitat for
several raptor species. There is a heavy level of big
and small game hunting, and intensive trapping
~ along the road system (B-2 and C habitat; see Ap-
pendix A, Glossary). Tributaries of the Tolovana
River, which are prime-rated salmon and resident
fish habitat, support several small sport fisheries.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 2J7, and a secondary use in Subunit 2J2.
Timber values are relatively low, therefore it should
be managed for personal use.

Minerals. The mineral values in this management
unit are promising but undeveloped. Precious metal
bearing breccias are known and massive sulfide may
exist. Strong zinc geochemical samples have been
found. Gold bearing bench gravels are known along
Lost Creek.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. Subunit 2J5 is closed to new
mineral entry because of conflicts with high recrea-
tion values. The remainder of state land is open to
mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 2J5, Brown Lake.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunits 2J1 and 2J6. Approximately 1,400 acres
may be offered for private ownership.

Cascaden II Subdivision/Westridge
Homestead (2J6) 400 acres

Lost Homestead (2J1) 1000 acres

If there is demand for land from Livengood residents
within Subunit 2J6, DNR may offer additional lots
in Cascaden IT Subdivision/Westridge Homestead in
10-lot increments after the initial 10-lot lottery. In
deciding whether to offer the land, DNR will
evaluate the impact of the offering on the subsistence
uses of surrounding villages. As part of the evalua-
tion, DNR will consult with the Department of Fish
and Game and the Department of Community and
Regional Affairs. In addition, the department will
solicit comments from Livengood, Minto, Stevens
Village, Rampart, and Allakaket.

In response to public comment, the 1990 TBAP
Update reduced the acreage for Cascaden Sub-
division (400 acres called Westridge Subdivision in
the 1985 TBAP) and Westridge Homestead (6,500
acres in the 1985 TBAP) to a combined total of 400
acres, subdivision or homestead.

Ten lots in Subunit 2J6 have been offered for private
ownership. The acreage offered may have been less
than the maximum amount shown. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Cascaden I Subdivision 100 Acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Oil and gas. Surface entry for oil and gas explora-
tion and development will, to the extent feasible and
prudent, avoid Brown Lake recreation area.

Remote Cabins. State-owned land in Subunits 2J2
and 2J4 may be open to remote cabin permits, An
interagency team will determine the areas to be
opened and the number of permits to be allowed,
after a detailed evaluation and public involvement.
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Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2J: West Fork of the Tolovana
Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2 Settlement Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 2]1-Lost HS
Closed to coal :
22 Wildlife habitat ~ Forestry Open Land disposals
2J3 High value . Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-wildlife habitat
2J4 Low value 7 Open Land disposals
resource mgmt.
2]5 Public recreation Closed to Land disposals Brown Lake
location Leases
Closed to coal Remote cabins
2J6 Settlement  Wildlifehabitat . Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 2J6 - Cascaden II S/
Closed to coal Westridge HS
Past project:
Cascaden IS
27 Forestry Open Remote cabins
Wildlife habitat
1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.
2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2K

Livengood

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and agriculture and may be offered for sale.
The remainder of state land is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on mineral development. Areas with
agriculture potential that do not conflict with existing
mining claims are designated agriculture.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a co-primary
use in Subunit 2K2. Approximately 1,000 acres may
be offered for private ownership, in two phases. In
Subunit 2K2, 1and may be sold fee simple (for set-
tlement) if soils are not suitable for agriculture.

Wilbur I Agriculture (2K2) 500 acres
Wilbur IT Agriculture (2K2) 500 acres

Only part of the area may be suitable because most
of the land is too high, steep, and faces north. The
Miller Creek Trail, which crosses both agriculture
sale areas, will be protected.

Subunit 2K3 may have agricultural potential. Some
of the parcels may be too steep or have marginal
climates due to high elevation. This subunit is desig-
nated resource management and will be managed for
multiple uses, especially minerals and maintaining
habitat, until reevaluated and the plan amended. The
feasibility of agriculture may be further reduced if
there is a substantial increase in mining.

In the 1990 TBAP Update, Wilbur Jr. agricultural
project (750 acres) was dropped due to high steep,
north-facing slopes.

Minerals. Minerals is designated a primary use in
Subunits 2K 1 and 2K4. This management unit is the
core of the Tolovana Mining District. One of the
largest reserves of placer gold in North America is

found on bench gravels along Livengood Creek.
Drilling has confirmed the presence of several
hundred thousand ounces of gold reserves. Over
400,000 ounces of placer gold have been produced
since 1914. Approximately eight placer mines were
active near Livengood in 1983. Lode deposits in the
Tolovana district contain gold, silver, antimony, mer-
cury, chromium, nickel, and iron. Mercury and an-
timony have been produced in small quantities from
lode deposits.

Land disposals in Subunit 2K2 will be closed to new
mineral entry prior to sale. The remainder of state
land is open to mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunits 2K1 and 2K4. Access to off-road
hunting and hiking areas should be protected. The
top of Amy Dome and a trail leading to the top should
be open for recreational use as well as mining. Pre-
historic remains in the Livengood Archaeological
District should be protected for scientific studies.

Recreation values should be given careful considera-

tion when resource development occurs.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2K: Livengood
Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments

Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
2K1 Minerals Public recreation Open Land disposals

Remote cabins

2K2 Agriculture : Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:

Settlement to sale 2K2 - Wilbur Ag

: Closed to coal

2K3 High value Open Land disposals

resource mgmt. Remote cabins

-agriculture

-minerals

-wildlife habitat
2K4 Forestry Public recreation Open Land disposals

Minerals Wildlife habitat . Remote cabins

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.
2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be

allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2L
O’Brien Creek, Elliott Highway

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and agriculture and may be offered for sale.
The remainder of state land is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat and
protecting future agricultural development oppor-
tunities.

Subunit 2L.2 may have potential for agriculture. This
subunit is designated resource management and will
be managed for multiple uses, especially maintain-
ing fish and wildlife habitat, until reevaluated and the
plan amended. The feasibility of agriculture
development may be reduced if there is a substantial
increase in mining activity.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a co-primary
use in Subunit 2L1. Approximately 5,100 acres may
be offered for private ownership. In Subunit 2L1,
land may be sold fee simple (for settlement) if soils
are not suitable for agriculture. Some parcels may
be marginal due to elevation and steep slopes.
Snoshoe Pass and Tatalina should be offered respec-
tively in five and four phases.

Globe Creek Agriculture (2L1a) 500 acres
Snoshoe Pass I Agriculture (2L1b) 500 acres
Snoshoe Pass II Agriculture (2L1b) 500 acres
Snoshoe Pass III Agriculture (2L1b) 500 acres
Snoshoe Pass IV Agriculture (2L1b) 500 acres
Snoshoe Pass V Agriculture (2L1b) 500 acres
Tatalina I Agriculture (2L1c¢) 500 acres
Tatalina IT Agriculture (2L1c¢) 500 acres
Tatalina III Agriculture (2L1¢) 500 acres
Tatalina IV Agriculture (2L1¢) 600 acres

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitatis desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 2L.3 and 2L4. It is
prime-rated habitat for several raptor species. It is
heavily used for big and small game hunting and
intensively used for trapping (B-2 and C habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary). Tributaries of the Tatalina
River, which is prime-rated salmon and resident fish
habitat, support several small sport fisheries.
Grapefruit Rocks has served as peregrine faicon
nesting habitat,

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 2L7 and a secondary use in Subunit 2L3.

Moderate size forests suitable for firewood and
sawlogs are scattered throughout the unit.

Minerals. This area has some mineral potential but
is not actively mined at the present time. Industrial
minerals, particularly limestone, occur in the area of
Globe Creek. This outcropping is one of the few
accessible deposits of agricultural grade limestone
(fertilizer) in Interior Alaska.

The Grapefruit Rocks recreation area, Subunit 214,
is closed to new mineral entry. Land disposals in
Subunit 21 will be closed to new mineral entry at
the time of sale. The remainder of state land is open
to mineral entry.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 2.4 and a secondary use in subunits 213,
2L6 and 2L7. Recreation activities are limited, but
as the area develops, more hunting and hiking is
expected.

Grapefruit Rocks is an outcrop of the Tolovana lime-
stone formation that is heavily used for hiking and
climbing.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 2L.6. Approximately 3,300 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Globe Creek Homestead (2L6a) 1,000 acres
Snoshoe Pass I Homestead (2L.6b) 500 acres
Snoshoe Pass II Homestead (2L6b) 500 acres

Snoshoe Pass III Homestead (2L6b) 500 acres
Tatalina Homestead (2L6c¢) 500 acres
Tatalina I Subdivision (2L6d) 100 acres
Tatalina II Subdivision (2L.6d) 200 acres

Wilbur Creek Trail, which runs through Snoshoe
Pass Homestead, Tatalina Homestead, and Tatalina
Subdivision, will be protected.

The fish habitat in the anadromous stream within the
Tatalina Homestead and Subdivision will be
protected.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.
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Access. Access from the Elliott Highway to the |

interior, including Grapefruit Rocks and the White
Mountains, will be maintained.

Elliott Highway. A 300-foot buffer from centerline
on each side of the roadway should be managed to
maintain or enhance scenic views along the highway.
Development activities such as timber harvesting
and land-use authorizations may be allowed within
this buffer if the activity is designed to maintain or
enhance the scenic values of the highway corridor,
and to provide opportunities for viewing background
scenery. This guideline will not preclude highway
maintenance and improvement.

Remote Cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 2L5
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine the areas to be
opened and the number of permits to be allowed,
after a detailed evaluation and public involvement.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2L: O’Brien Creek, Elliott Highway
Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
211 Agriculture Improved pasture  Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Settlement grazing to sale 2L1a - Globe Creek
Closed to coal Ag
2L1b - Snoshoe Pass
Ag
2L1c - Tatalina Ag
2L2 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-minerals
2L3 Wildlife habitat  Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins
2L4 Public recreation Closed to Land disposals Access to Grapefruit
Wildlife habitat location Leases Rocks and the White
Material sales Mountains shall be
Timber sales maintained.
or permits
Remote cabins
2L5 Low value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt.
2L6 Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 2L6a - Globe Creek
Closed to coal HS
2L6b - Snoshoe Pass
HS
2Lé6c - Tatalina HS
216d - Tatalina S
2L7 Forestry Publicrecreation ~ Open Land disposals
Remote cabins
Improved pasture
grazing
1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.
2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2M

Upper Tolovana

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on subsurface resource development, main-
taining fish and wildlife habitat, and protecting fu-
ture agricultural development opportunities. This
alpine and subalpine unit is relatively remote.

Agriculture. Subunit 2M2 may have agriculture
potential; however, most land may be too steep, too
high in elevation, and subject to marginal climate.
This subunit is designated resource management and
will be managed for multiple uses, especially main-
taining fish and wildlife habitat, until reevaluated
and the plan amended. The feasibility of agriculture
development may be reduced if there is a substantial
increase in mining activity.

Fish and Wildlife. Habitat values are not particular-
ly high in most of the unit (B-2 habitat; see Appendix
A, Glossary). There is aminimal amount of hunting.

Minerals. Mineral potential is high in Subunit 2M1.
Occurrences of strategic minerals (Chrome and nick-

el) are known south of the Tolovana River. The
Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys has
located many base metal geochemical anomalies.

All state land in this unit is open to mineral entry.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote Cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 2M1
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine the areas to be
opened and the number of permits to be allowed,
after a detailed evaluation and public involvement.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 2M: Upper Tolovana

Subunit Primary
Surface Uses

Secondary
Surface Uses

Subsurface!

Prohibited 2
Surface Use

Comments

resource mgmt..

2M1 Low value Open

resource mgmt.
-agriculture
-minerals
-habitat

2M2 High value Open

Land disposals
Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 2N

Tatalina River Valley

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.
Soils in this unit are generally poorly drained, and
resource values, except for habitat, are low. All state
land in this unit is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 2N1 and 2N2. They
are prime-rated habitat for moose, furbearers, and
black bear (A-2 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 2N2, a small unit of upland
hardwoods.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Traditional Uses. Traditional fishing, hunting, and
harvest of other resources for personal use is one of
the principal uses of state land in this unit. Decisions
to authorize land use activities will consider the
effect on and minimize significant conflicts with
traditional uses of fish and wildlife resources.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 2N: Tatalina River Valley

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses ‘Surface Uses Surface Use
2N1 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals
Leases
Remote cabins
2N2 Forestry n Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Ope Leases P
Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

? Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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Subregion 3
KANTISHNA

his subregion is accessible only by riverboats and airplanes. Despite its relatively remote
location, it receives considerable use by trappers, hunters, and homesteaders.

The management intent for this region is basically to extend current uses of the area. There will be some
homesteading and large recreational subdivisions, but the major emphasis is to protect the habitat and
recreational resources of the area and also maintain the option to develop the agricultural lands if access
and market conditions change. With the exception of Toklat Springs, the entire subregion is open to

mineral entry. Land disposals will be closed to mineral entry prior to the time of sale.

AGRICULTURE

Lack of road access to this subregion makes agricul-
tural development unlikely in the near future. State
lands with agricultural potential exist on the Kantish-

na River and near East Twin Lake. There are several

additional areas of cultivable .soils scattered
throughout the subregion. Most of these lands
should be given protection through resource
management and reevaluated as development be-
comes more imminent. :

There have been no previous sales of small agricul-
ture parcels in this subregion. Because of the lack of
access, the distance from markets, and the high cost
of farming in this region, it will be difficult to meet
the development schedules required on agricultural
homesteads and small scale agriculture parcels.
Therefore, none are recommended at this time.
Meanwhile, lands in this subregion with agricultural
potential will be placed in the resource management
category with agriculture a primary value.

The exception in this subregion is an area previously
addressed by the Nenana-Totchaket Management Plan.
That management plan has been updated and incor-
porated into this plan. Approximately 147,000 acres of
state land are designated agriculture and will bemanaged
primarily to preserve agricultural potential. The
majority of the designated agriculture lands lie withinthe
Nenana-Totchaket Management Unit (3R1).

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED FOR

AGRICULTURE
Future Projects Subunit Acres
Nenana-Totchaket Agriculture  3R1 147,000
FISH & WILDLIFE

The areanear the junction of the Sushana and the Toklat
Rivers is extremely important habitat requiring protec-
tion and recommended for legislative designation as a
Critical Habitat Area. Waterfowl habitats south of
Lake Minchumina and the habitat area south of the
Bearpaw disposal are designated primary use habitat.

The balance of the lands surrounding Lake
Minchumina and along the Kantishna, Toklat, and
Teklanika river drainages, and the headwaters of the
Cosna and Zitziana rivers will be retained in public
ownership and managed primarily for multiple use,
including habitat.

FORESTRY

In this subregion, the most productive forests have
been legislatively designated in the State Forest.
However, there is also valuable timber on the north-
east shore of Lake Minchumina which is needed for
local use. This area will be held in public ownership
and left open to timber harvesting.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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The large area of good forest land between the Zit-
ziana and the Kantishna rivers is too remote to be of
use in meeting the overall goals for forestry. How-
ever, this area will be a source of wood products for
local disposals and therefore the area will be left
open to timber harvesting.

MINERALS

The principal mineral potential in this subregion occurs
near the Bitzshtini, Chitanatala, and Chitsia Mountains.
Active mineral claims are located in the Bitzshtini
Mountains, Clear Creek, and Cosna River areas. No
coal bearing units or basins with potential hydrocarbon
formations are known within the Kantishna Subregion.
The state land in the area will generally be left open to
mineral entry, coal prospecting and leasing, oil and gas
leasing, and industrial leasing for mill sites.

RECREATION

Recreational opportunities in this subregion are of low to
moderate value overall because of the limited accessibility
of the area. Recreational use is concentrated on rivers,
including the Kantishna and Teklanika, and around lakes,
includingLake Minchumina and some of the smallerlakes
west of the Kantishna River. For residents of the region,
winter trails are of high recreational value,

Areas around disposals and along navigable rivers will
be protected by buffers. Twin Lakes and portions of
Wien Lake away from the waterfront are recom-
mended for private recreation.

SETTLEMENT

In the Kantishna Subregion, 23,020 acres of state land
may be offered forsale: 2,100 acres for subdivisions and
homesites; and 20,920 acres for fee simple homesteads.

Land for Community Expansion

The only community in the Kantishna Subregion is Lake
Minchumina, Parcels of land in this area are used for
both recreation and year-round residential use.

Recreational Land and Land for
Self-sufficient Living

The state owns most of the land in this region. How-
ever, the vast majority of it is inaccessible and-of very
poor quality. Popular land sale areas lie on fly-in lakes
and along the navigable portions of the rivers of the
region. Mostof the lakes and a few of the rivers already
have land sales on them, The remaining lakes and some
of the remaining riverfront property are recommended

for sale. The total number of parcels in each fee
simple homestead area should not exceed the net
acres divided by forty.

STATE LAND RECOMMENDED FOR
RECREATIONAL SUBDIVISIONS OR FEE

' SIMPLE HOMESTEADS

Future Projects Subunit Acres
Lake Minchumina New

Subdivision 3C1 100
Middle River Comm./Ind.

Subdivision 3T3 200
Middle River Residential

Subdivision 373 600
Snohomish Lake

Subdivision/Homestead 3A2 200
Teklanika Channel Lake

Subdivision 352b 300
Wien Lake Subdivision 312a 700
Cannon Homestead 3K2 1,700
Cosna Upper Homestead 3H1 6,000
Geskakmina Lake Homestead  3J2a 1,500
Kantishna Homestead 312b 1,000
Kindamina Lake Homestead 3I2¢ 1,500
Lake Minchumina Homestead 3C1 400
Mucha Lake II Homestead 3El 1,500
Teklanika Channel Lake

Homestead 352a 820
Wien Lake Homestead 312a 4,000
Zitziana Homestead 312b 2,500
TOTAL 23,020
Existing Projects Subunit Acres
Dune Lake Subdivision 382 430
Geskakmina Lake Subdivision 3J2 205
Iksgiza Lake Subdivision 32 227
Kindamina Lake Subdivision 32 193
Lake Minchumina Subdivision 3C1 35
Totek Hills Subdivision 382 320
West Twin Lake Subdivision 3J2 119
Bearpaw Homestead 3L2 2,500
Mucha Lake I Homestead 3El 1,000
Snowshoe Homestead 32 1,600
TOTAL 6,629
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TRANSPORTATION

The following access corridors have been identified
as possibly desirable by the Department of Transpor-
tation and Public Facilities. There are no proposals
for actual construction of access within these cor-
ridors, but the option to develop access in these areas
should not be precluded.

Western Access Railroad Corridor: A comidor for
construction of a possible railroad extension to the
western area Of the state has been identified through this
subregion. The corridor in this area runs from Nenana
to the vicinity of Tanana south of the Tanana River.

Parks Highway - Kantishna - McGrath Highway
Corridor: A corridor for the construction of a pos-
sible highway to Kantishna and McGrath has been
identified in this subregion. The primary near term
purpose of the route would be to access Kantishna.
Access to McGrath is recognized as a possible long
term future need. Three identified alignment alter-
natives involve taking off from the Parks Highway

at Lignite, Rex or Nenana. The first several miles of
the route originating at Lignite would generally fol-
low the existing Stampede Road. The route originat-
ing at Rex would generally follow an existing winter
road to the west before turning south toward Kan-
tishna. The route originating at Nenana would route
through the proposed Totchaket Agricultural project
before tuming south toward Kantishna.

Nenana - Totchaket Area Access: As part of plan-
ning for the possible development of the Nenana
Totchaket Agriculture Project, access routes for
roads and railroad spurs (or both) have been iden-
tified. These rights-of-way shall be protected. This
route could be extended to the Kantishna River to
provide access to any future forestry area.

Trails and Revised Statute (RS) 2477 Roads:
Many trails and minor roads exist in this subregion.
See Chapter 2, Public Access and Trails Manage- -
ment for additional information.

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3A

Lake Snohomish

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of state land in this unit is
designated settlement and may be offered for sale.
The remainder of state land is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on recreation and maintaining fish and
wildlife habitat.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 3A1 and 3A3. Sub-
units 3A1 and 3A3 are prime-rated habitat for
caribou and furbearers, and important-rated habitat
for other species (B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glos-
sary). Lake Snohomish supports sport fishing.
Trapping occurs throughout the management unit.

Peregrine falcon and eagle nests will be protected.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3A2. Approximately 200 acres may be
offered for private ownership, in three phases.

Snohomish Lake I Subdivision/

Homestead (3A2) 50 acres
Snohomish Lake II Subdivision/
Homestead (3A2) 50 acres
Snohomish Lake IIT Subdivision/
Homestead (3A2) 100 acres

Note: In response to public comments, the 1990
update of this plan reduced the Snohomish Lake
offering from 1,300 acres (1985 plan allowed 1,000
acres for homestead and 300 acres for subdivision)
to 200 acres, and did not specify homestead or sub-
division.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Minchumina Block Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of land within subunits
3A1 and 3A3. For further description, see Chapter
4, Proposed State Selections.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3A: Lake Snohomish

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’  Prohibited? Comments
~ Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use '
3A1 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals Area surrounding
Remgcte cabins Lake Snohomish
3A2 Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Wildlife habitat to sale 3A2 - Snohomish
Closed to coal Lake S/HS
3A3 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals Area northeast of
Remote cabins Lake Minchumina

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specificaily prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3B
South Shore Lake Minchumina

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

Most of Subunit 3B1 is Mental Health Grant Land,
closed to mineral entry by Department Order 121 on
July 1, 1987. Land in Subunit 3B1 not granted to
Mental Health is open to mineral entry through
leasehold location to protect the valuable habitat..
The remainder of this unit is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 3B1 and 3B2. The
wetlands south and east of Lake Minchumina are
valuable waterfowl habitat (A-1 habitat; see Appen-
dix A, Glossary). They are also prime-rated habitat
for moose and important-rated habitat for peregrine
falcons and other raptors.

Disturbance of nesting and molting waterfowl
should be minimized.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a pﬁmary use in
Subunit 3B2. Forest land along the south shore of

the lake may be harvested, subject to consultation

with the Department of Fish and Game, if fish and
wildlife values are protected.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3B2. The Lake Minchumina Ar-
chaeological Site will be protected for studying the
natural and human history of the basin.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Locatable Minerals. Surface uses of mining
properties shall be limited to those necessary for the
prospecting, extraction, or processing of mineral
deposits. Permits for mill sites and tailings disposal
may be granted by the director of the Division of
Mining. Unauthorized surface uses will be con-
sidered in trespass.

- Oil and Gas. Surface entry for oil and gas explora-

tion and development will, to the extent feasible and
prudent, avoid Subunits B1 and B2.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3B: Southern Shore of Lake Minchumina

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’  Prohibited? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3B1 Wildlife habitat ~ Publicrecreation =~ Open through  Land disposals See management
leasehold Material sales unit guidelines for
location Roads oil and gas
Utility corridors
3B2 Forestry Open
Public recreation
Wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3C
North Shore Lake Minchumina

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership formultiple
use management. The emphasis is on forestry and
maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3C2, and a secondary
use in Subunit 3C1. This unit has prime-rated habitat
for caribou and furbearers, and important-rated
habitat for several other species, including peregrine
falcons and other raptors around Lake Minchumina
(B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary). Sport fish-
ing occurs on the lake.

- Forestry, Forestry is designated a primary use in

Subunit 3C2, and a secondary use in 3C1. The.

primary objective is to provide wood for local use.
Commercial harvests may be allowed if a surplus of
wood exists after local wood needs are met.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunit 3C2. Public access sites for recrea-
tional boating and camping will be designated on the
north shore. This will concentrate the impact of

visitors in one area and reduce interference with local
residents and wildlife.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3C1. Approximately 500 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Lake Minchumina Homestead (3C1) 400 acres

Lake Minchumina New
Subdivision (3C1) 100 acres

Lake Minchumina New Subdivision will be located
at the back of the existing subdivision or within the
homestead (former remote) area.

One area in Subunit 3C1 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage shown is the acreage avail-
able over-the-counter as of May, 1984, and may not
be the maximum offering. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Lake Minchumina Subdivision 35 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply {o all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 3

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 3C: North Shore Lake Minchumina

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3C1 Settlement Foresty Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Wildlife habitat to sale 3C1 - Lake
Closed to coal Minchumina HS
3C1 - Lake
Minchumina New S
Past project:
Lake Minchumina $
3C2 Forestry Public recreation Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal,

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are net specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3D

Bitzshtini Mountains

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on managing subsurface resource develop-
ment and maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in this unit. This area is prime-
rated habitat for grizzly bear and important-rated
habitat for most other wildlife species (B-2 habitat;
see Appendix A, Glossary).

Minerals. This unit has high potential for mineral
development. Newly discovered gold placer and
lode deposits are in initial stages of development.
This unit is open to mineral entry.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Minchumina Block Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of land within Subunit
3D1. For further description, see Chapter 4,
Proposed State Selections.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3D: Bitzshtini Mountains

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

3D1 Minerals Open Land disposals .
Wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 3

MANAGEMENT UNIT 3E
Middle Cosna-Zitziana Watersheds

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A'portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state 1and is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on subsurface
resource development, recreation, maintaining fish
and wildlife habitat, and protecting future agricul-
tural development opportunities.

Agriculture. Subunit 3E4 may have potential for
agriculture, although much of the land is too steep,
faces north, or has dunes. This subunit is designated
resource management and will be managed for mul-
tiple uses, especially agriculture and habitat, until it
is reevaluated and the plan amended. Agriculture
may not be feasible if there is a substantial increase
in mineral development.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3E3. Management
emphasis is to preserve whitefish and pike fishing in
Mooseheart Lake (B-2 habitat; see Appendix A,
Glossary). Mooscheart Lake should be managed as
an undeveloped area.

Subunit 3E2 is low value habitat (C habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 3E5. Because of the remoteness of
this subunit, commercial timber harvest is not an-
ticipated in the near future. Forest resources in this
subunit will be managed primarily for personal use
timber harvest.

Minerals. Favorable mineral terranes for base and
precious metals are located in the northwest comer
of the unit, at the eastern end of the Chitanatala
Mountains. Subunit 3E3, Mooseheart Lake, is
closed to new mineral entry because of conflicts with
high value fish and wildlife habitat. Land disposals

in Subunit 3E1 will be closed to mineral entry at the
time of sale. The remainder of state land is open to
mineral entry.

Recreation. The lake west of Mooseheart Moun-
tain, known as Mooseheart Lake, provides whitefish
and pike fishing opportunities. Recreation is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3E3. Management
will emphasize protection of the habitat and related
human-use values.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3E1. Approximately 1,500 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Mucha Lake II Homestead (3E1) 1,500 acres

One area in Subunit 3E1 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage offered may have been less
than the maximum amount shown. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional
offerings.

Mucha Lake I Homestead 1,000 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Minchumina Block Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of land within Subunit
3E2. For further description, see Chapter 4,
Proposed State Selections.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in subunits 3E2
and 3E5 may be considered for remote cabin permits.
An interagency team will determine areas to be
opened and number of permits to be allowed, after a
detailed evaluation and public involvement,

Tanana Basin Area Plan
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY .
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3E: Middle Cosna-Zitziana Watersheds

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3E1 Settlement Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 3E1 - Mucha Lake II
Closed to coal HS
Past Project:
Mucha Lake [ HS
3E2 Lowvalue Open
resource mgmt.
3E3 Public recreation Closed to Land disposals Mooseheart Lake
Wildlife habitat location Leases
Remote cabins
Roads
Utility corridors
3E4 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-habitat
3E5 Forestry Open

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

? Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3F

Chitanatala Mountains

. MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-

- phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat and
protecting agricultural potential,

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-

e nated a primary use in Subunit 3F1. It is prime-rated
habitat for grizzly bear and important-rated habitat
for other species (B-2 habitat; see Appendix A, Glos-
sary).

Minerals. Minerals is designated a primary used in
Subunit 3F1. The Chitanatala Mountains consist of
. mixed igneous and sedimentary rock with good
potential for a wide variety of mineral development.
All state land in this unit is open to mineral entry.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 3F1
may be considered for remote cabin pemits. An
interagency team will determine areas to be opened
and number of permits to be allowed, after a detailed
evaluation and public involvement.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

- MANAGEMENT UNIT 3F: Chitanatala Mountains
Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3F1 Minerals Settlement Open Low density settle-
Wildlife habitat ment possible, case
‘ by case

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.

P
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3G

Upper Cosna River Corridor

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat and
protecting future agricultural development oppor-
tunities. All state land in this unit is open to mineral
entry.

Agriculture. Subunit 3G1 may have potential for
agriculture. Half the unit is not suitable because the
land is too steep or faces north. However, gentle,
south facing slopes may be suitable if dunes are not
present. Subunit 3Gl is designated resource
management and will be managed for multiple uses,
especially agriculture, habitat, and minerals, until
reevaluated and the plan amended. Agriculture may
not be feasible if there is a substantial increase in
mineral development.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3G2. The mountains
to the south are prime-rated habitat for grizzly bear

and important-rated habitat for many other species.
The middle Cosna River is historic caribou winter
range (B-2 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary). It
will be protected for future expansion of the Mc-
Kinley herd.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Minchumina Block Proposed Selection. The plan
recommends selecting blocks of 1and within Subunit
3G2. For further description, see Chapter 4,
Proposed State Selections.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 3G2
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine areas to be opened
and number of permits to be allowed, after a detailed
evaluation and public involvement.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3G: Upper Cosna River Corridor

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3G1 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt, Remote cabins
-agriculture
-minerals
-wildlife habitat
3G2 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

? Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2,
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3H

Lower Cosna River Corridor

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership formultiple
use management. The emphasis is on maintaining
fish and wildlife habitat and protecting future
agricultural development opportunities.

Agriculture Approximately 1,300 acres in Subunit
3H3 may have potential for agriculture, and agricul-
ture opportunities should be preserved. However,
these small isolated parcels are unlikely to support
infrastructure. This subunit is designated resource
management and will be managed for multiple uses,
especially agriculture, habitat, and minerals, until
reevaluated and the plan amended.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3H2. The Cosna
River riparian corridor is important-rated habitat for
moose and furbearers (B-1 habitat; see Appendix A,
Glossary). Game animals traverse the corridor and
black bear feed there-in the spring. Hunting, trap-

ping and fishing are hght ard concentrated along the
navigable portion of the river.

Minerals. Mining claims are located along the main
channel and tributaries of the Cosna River. These
areas will be managed for mineral development. All
subunits are open to mineral entry except for Subunit
3H1, which will be closed prior to sale.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3H1. Approximately 6,000 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Cosna Upper Homestead (3H1) 6,000 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Trails. The Mooseheart Trail and Cosna Trail,
which passes through the Upper Cosna Homestead
area, should be protected.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3H: Lower Cosna River Corridor

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use :
3H1 Settlement Wildlife habitat Closed prior Plan map legend:
to sale 3H1 - Cosna Upper
Closed to coal HS
3H2 Wildlife habitat Open’ Land disposals Cosna Corridor
Remote cabins
3H3 High vaiue Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-minerals
-wildlife habitat

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 31

Zitziana River Corridor

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state Jand is retained in public ownership for multiple
use management. The emphasis is on maintaining
fish and wildlife habitat and protecting future
agricultural development opportunities.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Agriculture. Approximately 12,200 acres in Sub-
unit 313 may have potential for agriculture. They are
designated resource management and will be
managed for multiple uses, especially agriculture,
habitat, and minerals and forestry, until reevaluated
and the plan amended. Agriculture may not be
feasible if there is a substantial increase in mineral
development.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 311, The Zitziana
River riparian corridor is important-rated habitat for
moose and furbearers (B-1 habitat; see Appendix A,
Glossary). Game animals traverse the corridor and
black bear feed there in the spring. Hunting, trap-
ping, and fishing are light and are concentrated along
the navigable portion of the river.

Recreation. Some recreational use occurs near
Wien Lake in Subunit 312, It has good potential for
water-based recreation and possibly for commercial
recreation. Public access will be reserved on Wien
Lake and a site should be identified for sale or lease

- for a commercial lodge.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 312. Approximately 7,200 acres may be
offered for private ownership. Wien Lake Homes-
tead should be offered in four phases.

Wien Lake Homestead I (312a) 1,000 acres
Wien Lake Homestead II (312a) 1,000 acres
Wien Lake Homestead 111 (312a) 1,000 acres
Wien Lake Homestead IV (312a) 1,000 acres
Zitziana Homestead (312b) 2,500 acres
Wien Lake Subdivision (312a) 700 acres

Access sites and corridors from the lakefront to the
homestead area will be identified to minimize the
impact on the shoreline.

For the Wien Lake Subdivision project, LADS Phase
II determined that the soils were not suitable for
settlement. This project should be dropped in a
future TBAP update.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2, Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3I: Zitziana River

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses - Surface Use
31 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals
Remote cabins
3R Settlement Public recreation Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
Wildlife habitat to sale 312a - Wien Lake HS
Closed to coal 312a - Wien Lake S
3I2b - Zitziana HS
33 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
~-agriculture
-forestry
-minerals
-wildlife habitat

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3]

East Twin Lake

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership formultiple
use management. The emphasis is on forestry,
recreation, maintaining fish and wildlife habitat, and
protecting future agricultural development oppor-
tunities. Most of the unit has poor access and poorly
drained soils.

Agriculture. About 67,200 acres in Subunit 3J3
may have potential for agriculture. Unsuitable areas
with steep slopes, north facing slopes, dunes, or
permafrost are present. Subunit 3J3 is designated
resource management and will be managed for mul-
tiple uses, especially agriculture, minerals, and
forestry, until reevaluated and the plan amended.
Agriculture may not be feasible if there is a substan-
tial increase in mineral development.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 3J1 and 3J6. These
subunits are prime-rated habitat for caribou and im-
portant-rated habitat for several other species (B-1
habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
subunits 3J1 and 3J6. These subunits support an
extension of the productive birch forests found in the
State Forest to the east. This area is a likely source
of birch if an industrial demand develops. Because
of the remoteness of these subunits, commercial
timber harvest is not anticipated in the near future.
Forest resources in this subunit will be managed
primarily for personal use timber harvest.

Minerals. Minerals has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 3J6. Subunit 3J4 is closed to new
mineral entry to prevent conflicts with recreation and
scientific studies at Zitziana Dunes. Settlement
areas in Subunit 3J2 will be closed prior to sale. The
remainder of state land is open to mineral entry.

Recreation, Recreation is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3J4. The Middle Zitziana Dunes, along
with the Toklat River Dunes, is one of the largest
areas of stabilized dunes in Alaska. This area will be
managed for continuing scientific studies and recrea-
tion. Itis also a good example of bottom land habitat,

Public access sites for lake-oriented recreation will
be reserved on East and West Twin Lakes.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3J2. Approximately 4,000 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Geskakmina Lake Homestead (3J2a)1,500 acres
Kantishna Homestead (3J2b) 1,000 acres
Kindamina Lake Homestead (3J2c¢) 1,500 acres
Five areas in Subunit 3J2 have been offered for

private ownership. A portion of the developable land
may be available for additional offerings.

Geskakmina Lake Subdivision 205 acres
Kindamina Lake Subdivision 193 acres
Iksgiza Lake Subdivision 227 acres
West Twin Lake Subdivision 119 acres
Snowshoe Homestead 1,600 acres

Acreage for Geskakmina, Kindamina, Tksgiza, and
West Twin Lakes subdivisions is that available over-
the-counter as of May, 1984. Acreage shown may
not be the maximum offering.

Acreage for Snowshoe Homestead is that available
as of April, 1984.

Notes: In response to public and agency comments,
the 1990 TBAP update reduced the maximum al-

‘lowed acreage for the Kantishna Homestead offering

from 6,000 to 1,000 acres. The next plan update
should review the Geskakmina Lake Homestead be-
cause insufficient acreage exists for this offering (the
acreage allowed for the offering exceeds the acreage
designated as Settlement), The Snowshoe Homes-
tead was misspelled in the 1985 TBAP as Snoshoe
Homestead.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in subunits 3J1,
3J5, and 3J6 may be considered for remote cabin
pemits. An interagency team will determine areas
to be opened and number of permits to be allowed,
after a detailed evaluation and public involvement.
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Chapter 3- Subregion 3

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3]: East Twin Lake
Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface! Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses  Surface Uses Surface Use
31 Forestry .Publicrecreation =~ Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat ~ Wildlife habitat
3J2 Settlement Forestry Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 3J2a - Geskakmina
Closed to coal Lake HS
3]2b - Kantishna HS
3J2c - Kindamina
Lake HS
Past projects:
Geskakmina Lake S
Iksgiza Lake S
Kindamina Lake §
West Twin Lake S
Snowshoe HS
33 High value Open Land disposais
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-forestry
-minerals
3J4 Publicrecreation  Wildlife habitat - Closed to Land disposals Zitziana Dunes
location Remote cabins
Closed to coal
3J5 Low value ' Open Land disposals
resource mgmt.
3J6 Forestry Open Land disposals
Minerals
Wildlife habitat
! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.
2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3K

Upper Kantishna

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership formultiple
use management. The emphasis is on maintaining
fish and wildlife habitat and the wetlands in a natural
state.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Much of this management unit is inaccessible
marshlands. Little recreation occurs here because of
the location and topography.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3K1. The upper
Kantishna River corridor provndes important-rated
habitat for several wildlife species including water-
fowl, and prime-rated habitat for moose and fur-
bearers (B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

The Kantishna River contains salmon spawning
areas and serves as a transportation corridor for
people and animais.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3K2. Approximately 1,700 acres may be
offered for private ownership.

Cannon Homestead (3K2) 1,700 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 3K1
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine areas to be opened
and number of permits to be allowed, after a detailed
evaluation and public involvement.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY -
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3K: Upper Kantishna

Subunit Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited ? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

3K1 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals Consider for ex-
change or relinquish-
ment

3K2 Settlement Wildlife habitat Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:

to sale 3K2 - Cannon HS
Closed to coal

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMEN T UNIT 3L

Bearpaw

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. Approximately 60% of this unit is desig-
nated settlement and may be offered for sale. The
remainder of state land is retained in public owner-
ship for multiple use management. The emphasis is
on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat.

Except for the settlement areas, this unit is poorly
drained, inaccessible, and has no known resource
values other than habitat.

Land disposals will be closed to new mineral entry
at the time of sale. The remainder of state land is
open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3L1 and a secondary
use in Subunit 3L2. Both subunits have important-
rated habitat for several species including waterfowl,
and prime-rated habitat for moose and furbearers
(B-1 habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3L2. No new offerings for private owner-
ship are planned.

One area in Subunit 3L2 has been offered for private
ownership. The acreage offered may have been less
than the maximum amount shown. A portion of the
developable land may be available for additional

offerings.
Bearpaw Homestead 2,500 acres

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

MANAGEMENT UNIT 3L: Bearpaw

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3L1 Wildlife habitat , Open Land disposals
Remote cabins
3L2 Settlement Wildlife habitat Closed prior Remote cabins Past project:
to sale Bearpaw HS

Closed to coal

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3M

Upper Toklat River Flats

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat and
protecting future agricultural development oppor-
tunities.

This management unit is poorly drained, inacces-
sible, and has no other known resources. There is
little recreation activity because of its location and
topography.,

Agriculture. Approximately 4,500 acres in Subunit
3M1 may have potential for agriculture. Some por-
tions may be too steep, wet, or have dunes. Subunit
3M1 is designated resource management and will be
managed for multiple uses, especially agriculture
and minerals. Agriculture may not be feasible if
there is a substantial increase in mineral develop-
ment.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife is a principal
resource in Subunit 3M2. This subunit is designated
resource management and will be managed for mul-
tiple uses, especially habitat and minerals.

The upland area provides habitat for several species
including waterfowl on small 1akes in the southwest
part of the unit.

Minerals. Mining claims exist near the headwaters
of Clear Creek. Areas with mining claims in both
subunits will be managed for potential additional
development. All state land in this unit is open to
mineral entry.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 3M2
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine areas to be opened
and number of permits to be allowed, after a detailed
evaluation and public involvement.

Access to remote cabins shail avoid the spawning
habitat (Unit 30) on the Toklat River.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 3M: Upper Toklat River Flats

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited? Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3M1 High value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-minerals
3M2 Low value Open Land disposals
resource mgmt.

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed, Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3N

Toklat River Corridor

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat and
protecting future agricultural development oppor-
tunities. All state land in this unit is open to mineral
entry.

Much of this management unit is poorly drained,
inaccessible, and has no other known resources.

Agriculture. Approximately 4,480 acres in Subunit
3N2 may have potential for agriculture, although
topographic maps suggest dunes. Subunit 3N2 is
designated resource management and will be
managed for multiple uses, especially agriculture
and habitat, until the unit is reevaluated and the plan
amended. Agriculture may not be feasible if there is
a substantial increase in mineral development.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in Subunit 3N1 and is em-
phasized in Subunit 3N2 under the resource manage-
ment designation. '

The riparian and upland areas along the Toklat and
Sushana Rivers are important-rated habitat for most
wildlife species. Prime-rated habitat for moose and
furbearers occurs along the river, and prime-rated

habitat for grizzly bears occurs in the uplands (B-1
habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

The Toklat River corridor south of the Toklat Springs
spawning area has major grizzly bear concentra-
tions. The Toklat and Kantishna rivers are a
migratory pathway for chum salmon to reach Toklat
Springs, and are important game corridors.

Access to Subunit 3N1 should be limited or dis-
couraged to protect wilderness hunting experiences.
Human activities will not be encouraged in the Tok-
lat River salmon spawning area where grizzlies con-
centrate, to ensure public safety and protect the
wildlife habitat. Areas upriver from Toklat Springs
will be managed to maintain high water quality and
minimize impacts on the Toklat Springs spawning
area.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in Subunit 3N1. Recreational uses of the Toklat
River include hunting, floating, and winter trails.
These uses should not compromise the quality of the
spawning area.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3N: Toklat River Corridor

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’  Prohibited® Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3N1 Wildlife habitat ~ Public recreation Open Air strips
Land disposals
Leases
Remote cabins
Trapping cabins
3N2 - Highvalue Open Land disposals
resource mgmt. Remote cabins
-agriculture
-wildlife habitat

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

? Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.

3-110 ) Tanana Basin Area Plan



)

Chapter 3 - Subregion 3

MANAGEMENT UNIT 30
Toklat Critical Salmon Habitat

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership. The Toklat Springs spawning area is
proposed for legislative designation as a Critical
Habitat Area (see Chapter 4, Areas Recommended
for Legislative Designation). All state land in this
unit is closed to mineral entry to prevent conflicts
with salmon spawning habitat.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitatis desig- -

nated a primary use in this unit. The area is an
extremely productive chum salmon spawning area

that is very important to the subsistence and commer-
cial fisheries along the Tanana and Yukon rivers (A-1
habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary). The area is also
heavily used by grizziies, furbearers, raptors, over-
wintering mallards, and other wildlife.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 30: Toklat Critical Salmon Habitat

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface® Prohibited 2 Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
301 Wildlife habitat Closed to Land disposals Legislative designa-
. ‘location Leases tion recommenda-
Closed to coal Material sales tion for Critical
- New roads Habitat Area.
Remote cabins
Timber harvesting
Trapper cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal. :

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

% Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3P

Chitsia Mountain

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on subsurface resources, maintaining fish
and wildlife habitat, and protecting future agricul-
tural development opportunities,

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in subunits 3P1 and 3P2. The
area west of the upper Toklat River is important-
rated habitat for most wildlife species and prime
rated habitat for grizzly bears and furbearers (B-1
habitat; see Appendix A, Glossary).

Minerals. Minerals has been designated a primary
use in Subunit 3P2. The area has significant mineral
potential for base metal deposits. A high grade oc-
currence grading 3% lead, 1% zinc, and over one

ounce/ton silver was found in oxidized rock on Chit-
sia Mountain, Extensive low grade mineralization is
associated with this high grade zone. All state land
in this unit is open to mineral entry.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit,

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 3P1
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine areas to be opened
and number of permits to be allowed, after a detailed
evaluation and public involvement.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY-
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3P: Chitsia Mountain

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited > Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

3P1 Wildlife habitat Open Land disposals

3P2 Minerals Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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Chapter 3 - Subregion 3

MANAGEMENT UNIT 30Q

Comma Lake

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. State land in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on maintaining fish and wildlife habitat and
hunting and recreation opportunities. Land in this
unit is generally poorly drained and inaccessible. All
state land in this unit is open to mineral entry.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife habitat is desig-
nated a primary use in all subunits. These subunits
are important-rated habitat for grizzly bears. The
uplands around Comma Lake in Subunit 3Q1 are
important-rated habitat for several wildlife species,
especially moose and furbearers (B-1 habitat; see
Appendix A, Glossary).

Grizzly bear habitat will be managed primarily for
hunting under wildemness conditions and secondarily
for maximum hunter participation; therefore im-
provement of access to this area will not be en-
couraged.

Forestry. Forestry is designated a primary use in
Subunit 3Q2, and a secondary use in subunits 3Q1
and 3Q3 because of timber values in the Totek Hills
and along the Teklanika River.

Recreation. Recreation is designated a secondary
use in subunits 3Q1 and 3Q2. Primary recreation
uses are winter trails.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Remote cabins. State-owned land in Subunit 3Q3
may be considered for remote cabin permits. An
interagency team will determine areas to be opened
and number of permits to be allowed, after adetailed
evaluation and public involvement.

LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY

MANAGEMENT UNIT 3Q: COMMA LAKE

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited? Comments
Surface Uses  Surface Uses Surface Use
3Q1 Wildlife habitat ~ Forestry Open Land disposals
Public recreation Remote cabins
3Q2 Forestry Publicrecreation ~ Open Land disposals
Wildlife habitat Remote cabins
3Q3 Wildlife habitat ~ Forestry Open Land disposals Low density settle-
ment may be accept-
able

leasable minerals, except as noted for coal.

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3R

Nenana-Totchatket

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. The majority of state-owned land is desig-
nated agriculture. This land will be for managed to
preserve agricultural potential. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership formultiple
use management. The emphasis is on managing
wildlife habitat and forestry.

Land disposals for agriculture will be closed to
mineral entry prior to sale. The remainder of state
land is open to mineral entry.

Agriculture. Agriculture is designated a primary
use in Subunit 3R1. Approximately 147,000 acres
may be offered for private ownership.

Nenana-Totchaket Agriculture(3R1) 147,000 acres

The cropland soil is generally silt loam ranging from
19 to 28 inches deep, overlying sand with moderate
permeability and surface topography ranging from
nearly level to hilly.

Agriculture development is expected to be a mix of
commercial and subsistence projects. Parcel sizes
may vary from very large to very small, depending
upon soil conditions and production goals. Agricul-
ture development will depend upon construction of
access across the Nenana River,

Additional soil studies and range management
studies may indicate suitability for grazing in some
areas of the unit.

Approximately 10,000 acres of agriculture-desig-
nated land are not suitable to be actively managed
for agriculture. These areas are smaller, isolated
patches of poorly drained soils, soils underlain with

permafrost, and unsuitable soils intermixed with
suitable soils. Detailed information on soils is avail-
able from the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service.

Fish and Wildlife. Wildlife values are low relative
to populations in the adjacent Tanana and Minto
Flats. Hunting, trapping, or subsistence activities
are light.

Wet and marshy terrain in Subunit 3R2 is designated
primary use wildlife habitat.

Forestry. Subunit 3R1 has approximately 4.5 mil-
lion cubic feet of medium quality timber. Forestry
is designated a secondary use.

If a timber harvest is scheduled far in advance of
agriculture development, the land should be
reforested, at a minimum, to protect soils. There
may be an opportunity to manage for second growth.
A timber harvest occurring immediately before
agriculture development will be managed as a sal-
vage operation.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.

Trails. The North Commission Trail will be
preserved as a 100-foot platted access prior to dis-
posal. Farm tract layout in the vicinity of this trail
will incorporate the trail as a tract boundary. The
trail should remain naturally vegetated and will serve
as a windbreak,
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3R: NENANA-TOTCHAKET

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use
3R1 Agriculture Forestry Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
to sale 3R1-Nenana -
Totchaket Ag
3R2 Wildlife habitat Open Grazing

1 Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal. :

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 35

Dune Lake

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this management unit is
designated settlement and may be offered for sale.
The remainder of 1and in this unit is retained in public
ownership for multiple use management. The em-
phasis is on managing wildlife habitat, forestry, and
grazing.

All state land in this unit is open to mineral entry.
Land sale areas will be closed to new mineral entry
prior to disposal.

Agriculture. Grazing and agriculture may be
suitable uses in Subunit 3S1. If the potential is
confirmed by a range management study, grazing
will be an allowable use through lease or permit.

Agriculture is marginal in Subunit 3S1 because of
unsuitable soils and the long distance to agriculture-
designated land in Unit 3R. However, it is not en-
tirely ruled out because of the presence of small
pockets of cropland soils. Although agriculture is
not a primary designation at this time, opportunities
for agriculture should not be precluded.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish and wildlife is designated a
primary use in Subunit 351,

Forestry. Forest resources are marginal, partly be-
cause of the Dune Lake fire in 1981, The resource
value after regeneration is very low.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3S2. Approximately 1,120 acres may be

offered for private ownership.
Teklanika Channel Lake
Homestead (352a) 820 acres
Teklanika Channel Lake
Subdivision (3S2b) 300 acres

The fluctuating level of the lake makes it unreliable
for float plane access, therefore these parcels may
not be offered.

Two areas in Subunit 3S2 have been offered for
private ownership. The acreage offered may have
been less than the maximum amount shown. A por-
tion of the developable land may be available for
additional offerings.

Dune Lake Subdivision 430 acres
Totek Hills Subdivision 320 acres

The next plan update should review the Teklanika
Channel Lake Homestead project because insuffi-
cient acreage exists for this offering (the acreage
allowed for the offering exceeds the acreage desig-
nated as settlement).

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Management guidelines that apply to all state land
are listed in Chapter 2. Some or all of those
guidelines may apply to uses in this unit.
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LAND-USE DESIGNATION SUMMARY
MANAGEMENT UNIT 3S: Dune Lake

Subunit Primary Secondary Subsurface’ Prohibited Comments
Surface Uses Surface Uses Surface Use

381 Wildlife habitat ’ Open

382 Settlement Closed prior Remote cabins Plan map legend:
tosale 382a - Teklanika
Channel Lake HS
352b - Teklanika
Channel Lake S

Past projects:
Dune Lake S
Totek Hills S

! Subsurface designations refer to locatable minerals. All areas are available for leasing for
leasable minerals, except as noted for coal. )

2 Other uses such as material sales, land leases, or permits that are not specifically prohibited may be
allowed. Such uses will be allowed if consistent with the management-intent statement, the management
guidelines of this unit, and the relevant management guidelines listed in Chapter 2.
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MANAGEMENT UNIT 3T

West Nenana

MANAGEMENT INTENT

General. A portion of this unit is designated settle-
ment and may be offered for sale. The remainder of
state land is retained in public ownership formultiple
use management. The emphasis is on managing
forestry and wildlife habitat.

All state land in this unit is open to mineral entry.
Settlement lands will be closed to new mineral entry
prior to sale.

Fish and Game. Subunit 3T1 is designated wildlife
habitat. The low lying wetland area will be managed
for maintenance of wildlife populations for subsis-
tence and recreation uses.

Forestry. Commercial stands of white spruce and
hardwood are located ailong river courses and in
areas of coalescing channels. These areas (Subunit
3T2) are designated forestry as a primary use and
will be managed for timber production on a sustained
yield basis.

Settlement. Settlement is designated a primary use
in Subunit 3T3. Approximately 800 acres may be
offered for private ownership. Middle River
Residential Subdivision should be offered in three
phases.

Middle River Residential I

Subdivision (3T3) 200 acres
Middle River Residential I1

Subdivision (3T3) 200 acres
Middle River Residential IIT

Subdivision (3T3) 200 acres
Middle River Commercial/

Industrial (3T3) 200 acres

Materials. There are three known material sites
within this unit. These sites are located within the
following sections:

T4S ROW Sec 13
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