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Table 2.4 
Reserved public access, building setbacks, and fish habitat management zones: 

Minimum widths adjacent to waterbodies10 
 

Guideline/ 
Description 

Minimum 
Width/Measured 
from 

Where it 
Applies 

Primary Purpose Guidelines 

1.  Public access 
Adjacent to all navigable 
waters11 

50 feet  
*   Landward from ordinary 

high water  
** Landward and seaward from 

mean high water 
 

Along: 
*   Lakes  
*   Streams 
**  Tidelands 

Provide public access along 
navigable and other waterbodies.  
 

• Prohibited:  Residential structures, fences, and other non-
water-dependent structures that will obstruct passage. 

2.  Building setback 
Adjacent to all waters except 
anadromous and high-value 
resident fish waters (see 
guideline 3 below) 

 

50 feet  
*   Landward from ordinary 

high water 
** Landward from mean high 

water for marine waters 

Non-anadromous and 
non-high -value 
resident fish: 
*   Lakes  
*   Streams 
** Tidelands 
 

Protect public values, including 
public access, recreation, and 
water quality along all 
waterbodies.    

• Where feasible and prudent, and necessary to protect 
public values along the stream.   

• Does not apply to exceptions listed at bottom of table.  

3.  Building setback 
Adjacent to anadromous and 
high-value resident fish 
waters 
 

 

100 feet 
*   Landward from ordinary 

high water 
** Landward from mean high 

water 

Anadromous and high-
value resident fish:  
*   Lakes  
*   Streams 
** Tidelands 

Protect fish habitat, water quality, 
and recreation values along 
anadromous and high-value 
resident fish. 

• Where feasible and prudent.  
• Applies only to non-water-dependent uses.  Does not apply 

to exceptions listed at bottom of table.  
• The setback shall be vegetated or revegetated to maximize 

shade on the stream.  
• Incorporate measures to prevent adverse changes including 

erosion, turbidity, sedimentation, and temperature 
differences within the waterbody or adjacent wetlands. 

 
Where widths apply:   * Freshwater areas  ** Tidally-influenced areas  
 
For the definition of anadromous waters and high-value resident fish waters (derived from AS 41.17.950) see the Glossary in Appendix A.  Exceptions that apply to Sections 2 
and 3 above: a) Structures such as docks, bridges, and culverts whose purpose is access to or across the stream or lake; b) Uses that must be in or adjacent to the waterbody in 
order to function, such as placer mining activities, fish culturing, water supply intakes, and similar uses.  

                                                 
10 Also see the Management Intent that Applies to Many Units within the Kenai River Drainage guidelines in Chapter 4, Region 4 for additional management intent that applies to 
shorelines in the Kenai River drainage. 
11 Other waters may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
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Table 2.4 (Continued) 
Reserved public access, building setbacks, and fish habitat management zones: 

Minimum widths adjacent to waterbodies 
 
 

Guideline/ 
Description 

Minimum 
Width/Measured 
from 

Where it 
Applies 

Primary Purpose Guidelines 

4.  Fish habitat management 
zone 

Adjacent to anadromous and 
high-value resident fish 
waters 

 

300 feet 
*  Landward from ordinary 

high water 

Anadromous and high-
value resident fish: 
*  Streams and lakes 

Maintain or enhance anadromous 
and high-value resident fish 
habitat. 

• Sale or conveyance of land is excepted (see sections 5 and 
6  “Retention Areas,” below) 

• Site-specific circumstances may sometimes dictate a fish 
habitat zone wider than 300 feet. 

• Forestry activities regulated under the Forest Practices Act 
are excepted.   

• Only activities that are or can be made compatible with this 
objective will be allowed in this zone.  DNR will consult 
with ADFG during project planning to determine the 
appropriateness of a project and it’s design and proposed 
operation including buffers, buffer widths, and plans of 
operation. 

5.  Retention areas 
Adjacent to anadromous and 
high-value resident fish 
waters 

 

200 feet 
* Landward from ordinary high 

water 

Anadromous and high-
value resident fish:  
*  Streams and lakes 

Maintain or enhance anadromous 
and high-value resident fish 
habitat, recreation, and water 
quality values. 

• The state will retain these corridors in conveyances to 
private owners, municipalities, and other entities. 
Alternately, parcels will be subject to a conservation 
easement or other management tool that meets the principal 
purposes of this buffer. 

6  Bear habitat zones 
Adjacent to streams from 
mouth up to the upper limits 
of anadromous fish spawning   
 

375 feet 
* Landward from ordinary high   
water 

From stream mouth to 
the upper limits of 
anadromous fish 
spawning for streams 
utilized by brown 
bears: 
*  Streams and lakes  

Maintain or enhance brown bear 
feeding and travel areas along 
streams being utilized by brown 
bears and to avoid disturbance to 
feeding brown bears.   

• See “Bear Habitat Management Zones” Guideline below. 
• Applies to Kenai Peninsula only. 
• Applies to timber harvest only. 

 
Where widths apply:   * Freshwater areas  ** Tidally-influenced areas 
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E.  Bear Habitat Management Zones.  Under the Forest Resources and Practices Act, harvest 
of timber may not be undertaken within 100 feet of an anadromous or high value resident fish 
waterbody.  Between 100 and 300 feet from these waterbodies, timber harvest may occur but 
must be consistent with the maintenance of important fish and wildlife habitat (AS 
41.17.118(a)(2).  In addition, in the Kenai Area, between 100 and 375 feet from each side of an 
anadromous stream to the upstream limit of salmon spawning, timber harvest must be consistent 
with the maintenance of brown bear habitat.  Within this special management zone, timber 
harvest activities must be designed to maintain or enhance brown bear feeding areas and travel 
corridors and to avoid disturbance to feeding brown bears.  DNR and ADFG will jointly visit the 
special management zone to design any timber harvest proposed to occur within this zone. 




