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Appendix D 
 
Special Use Land Designations 
 

COMMISSIONER’S DECISION 
Lake Clark, Kenai Fjords, and Resurrection Bay 

Special Use Land 
 Designations 

(ADL 227835, 227836, 227837) 
 

Location 
All state lands within the boundaries shown on Maps D.1, D.2, and D.3 (located at the end of 
this chapter) are designated Special Use Land.  
 
Actions 
1.  Tidelands and submerged lands adjacent to National Parks, Preserves, and Refuges in the 

planning area are designated as Special Use Land under 11 AAC 96.010(b).  These two areas 
are 1) tidelands in and adjacent to Kenai Fjords National Park and the Alaska Maritime 
National Wildlife Refuge, and 2) tidelands in and adjacent to Lake Clark National Park and 
Preserve and the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge.   

 
2.  Tidelands and submerged lands in Resurrection Bay are designated as Special Use Land 

under 11 AAC 96.010(b). 
 
Special Use Lands are designations placed on land identified as having special resource values 
needing protection.  The result of this designation is to require a permit for certain activities that 
would otherwise be considered “generally allowed” under 11 AAC 96 in order to protect those 
special resource values.  These three tideland areas are designated as Special Use Land because 
of their outstanding public recreation, tourism, and wildlife habitat values.  The Special Use 
Land will be protected from activities that may damage the resources for which they were 
designated (see Background Information section below).  Since the Lake Clark Special Use Land 
Designation is intended to address recreation and tourism issues, oil and gas-related activities are 
exempt from the management intent for this designation.  The total acreage of the tidelands and 
submerged lands in these three areas is about 666,000 acres: Kenai Fjords 423,536 acres; Lake 
Clark 109,748 acres, and Resurrection Bay 132,503 acres. 
 
Authority 
AS 38.05.020 and AS 38.05.035 and 11 AAC 96.010(b)
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Background Information 
 
Kenai Fjords.  The tidelands in and adjacent to Kenai Fjords National Park and the islands in 
the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge have high public recreation and tourism values, in 
addition to high habitat values.  The dominant features of this region are steep, glacier-covered 
mountains rising abruptly out of the ocean.  Tour boats and commercial flightseeing companies 
operate in this region, providing customers with views of the scenery and wildlife.  Sport fishers, 
kayakers, campers, mountaineers, and boaters also use the region extensively.   Many of the 
small bays in the area provide safe anchorages.  The habitat values in these tidelands include fish 
spawning, rearing, feeding, and migration grounds, as well as habitat for seabirds, seals, sea 
lions, and bald eagles. 
 
Lake Clark.  The tidelands in and adjacent to Lake Clark National Park and Preserve and the 
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge support large seabird colonies and saltmarshes used 
extensively by brown bears, as well as fish spawning, rearing, feeding, and migration grounds.  
Both commercial and sport fisheries occur within the subject area.  The area also supports ducks 
and geese, bald eagles, and seabirds.  A few commercial lodges and private cabins are located on 
private land adjacent to these tidelands.   
 
Resurrection Bay.   The tidelands in Resurrection Bay have extremely high public recreation, 
tourism, and wildlife values, and support activities such as fishing, sightseeing, wildlife viewing, 
kayaking, sailing, overnight mooring, and beachcombing.  Thousands of visitors and tourists 
frequent the bay in the many commercial sightseeing and fishing boats based in Seward.  
Resurrection Bay is an important recreation area for both tourists and local residents because of 
its incredible scenery, protected waters, and abundant wildlife. The majority of this recreational 
use is low impact, short-term, and transitory.  Most of the uplands adjacent to Resurrection Bay 
are in the State Park System or are recommended to be added to the system.  
 
Management Objective  
The uplands surrounding these Special Use Lands are almost all in State Parks (or recommended 
to be added to the State Park System) or in National Parks, Preserves, Wilderness, or Refugees.  
The scenic quality of the uplands will be preserved through guidelines developed for the 
tidelands and submerged lands in consultation with the DNR Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation, National Park Service, and US Fish and Wildlife Service.  The Special Use Land 
Designations create a complementary system for management of the adjacent tidelands.  The 
designation is designed to evaluate a project based on the best interest of the state with 
consideration given to the adjacent land manager’s goals and objectives.   
 
Emerging Issues 
As the use of Kenai Fjords and Resurrection Bay increases, potential future conflicts that may be 
addressed by the Special Use Land designation are increased demand for use of anchorages, and 
operations that require the use of both state-owned tidelands and uplands in National Parks, 
Preserves, Refuges or State Parks to be economically feasible.   
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designation is consistent with the Department of Natural Resources management authority and 
that it is in the best interest of the state.   
 
 
Signed By Marty Rutherford for John Shively   January 11, 2000  
Commissioner, Department of Natural Resources   Date 
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Map D.4 EXIT GLACIER ROAD
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