
Chapter 5 - Policies For Each Management L/nit

Background This unit includes the state lands along the Eagle and Herbert rivers. The
tidelands are adjacent to high-value recreation areas including a USFS-man-
aged recreation site, Boy Scout camp and a Methodist church camp. Subunit
Ic26 is used by the National Guard for training. The more remote parts of
this unit include the state shorelands under Herbert River and Eagle River.
These rivers were found to be eligible by the USES in the Tongass Land Man-
agement Plan as "Recreation Rivers" under the criteria in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act. However, these rivers are not recommended for this
designation by the USFS at this time. State uplands adjacent to the Glacier
Highway are the starting point for trails up the Herbert and Eagle rivers.
State uplands along the lower Herbert and Eagle rivers were selected from
the USFS in 1989 for community recreation values (NFCG 317).

Recreation. The CBJ recommended that the lands along the lower
Eagle and Herbert rivers be selected for their recreation values. However,
because of their limited entitlement, CBJ was not able to select these lands
once they became state owned. The 1989 state land selections report rec-
ommended that this area be classified for recreation. The USFS currently
owns and manages the Eagle Beach Recreation Site (Subunit Ic30). Im-
provements include a parking area, picnic tables, firepits, a picnic shelter,
and vault toilets. The Forest Service rejected the initial state selection of
the Eagle Beach recreation site. The subunit remains state selected in the
event the USFS changes its policy. Some of the land on the lower Eagle
and Herbert rivers (Subunit Ic27) has been withdrawn from state selec-
tion by the USFS under Public Land Order 829. The Forest Service may
relinquish this land but reserve a trailhead and trail easements to access
the National Forest lands further up the valley. The intertidal areas at the
mouth of Eagle River have high recreation values because of the uses of
the adjacent USFS recreation area and the Boy Scout Camp on adjacent
uplands. The northern portion of Subunit Ic4 is adjacent to a scenic
stretch of the Glacier Highway. On nice summer days, cars park along
the road and people picnic along the shore wherever they can scramble
down to the beach. USFS trails used for hiking and skiing, provide year-
round access to upper Windfall Creek, Eagle River, and Herbert River.
A USFS public use cabin is located on Eagle Lake.

Methodist Church Camp. Subunit Ic29 includes the Methodist
Church Camp. The land in this area is currently being surveyed and will be
conveyed to the church by fall 1993 under state preference right statutes.

Mining and Mineral Potential. The uplands and shorelands in this
unit have high mineral potential. There are numerous federal mining
claims on the upper Herbert and Eagle rivers. If these claims are devel-
oped, access may be needed across state shorelands along these rivers
and across state uplands in Subunits Ic25, Ic26, Ic27, Ic28, Ic30, and Ic41.

Firewood. Although Subunits Ic25, Ic26, Ic27, and Ic28 are not in a
designated personal use firewood sale area, there is extensive evidence of
past firewood cutting on state lands.

Fisheries Enhancement. The USFS is considering placing structures
in Windfall Lake and Windfall Creek in Subunits Ic44, Ic45, and Ic46 for
enhancement of coho salmon.
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Management
Intent

The management intent for this unit is to provide for continued recrea-
tional use in a semi-primitive setting. Supporting access needs for min-
eral exploration and development on adjacent USFS lands are an allow-
able use on state lands in this unit.

Management
Quidelines

Heritage Resources Subunit Ic26 includes a portion of the historic
Eagle River-Echo Cove Trail. The State Office of History and Archaeology
will be consulted prior to authorizations in this Subunit.

Mineral Closures. The estuarine area, from mean high water to a
water depth of 40 feet (measured at mean low low water), at the mouth of
Herbert River will be closed to new mineral location to protect important
rearing areas for anadromous fish. The maintenance of the high-quality
estuarine rearing habitat adjacent to this stream and avoiding impacts to
the associated water quality and marine plant and animal communities is
essential for sustaining the productivity of the Juneau-area commercial-
and community-harvest fisheries.
Lot 5 in Section 2 in Subunit Ic26 will be dosed to new mineral entry to
avoid conflicts between using the site for materials and mine claims. Re-
opening this site to new mineral entry will be considered after the materi-
als site is closed.
The bed {below the ordinary high water) of both clearwater branches of
Windfall Creek and the bed of Windfall Lake will be closed to new min-
eral location. These areas will be closed because mining in the beds of the
creek and lake would conflict with the spawning, incubation, and rearing
of the significant anadromous fish population that live in this clear-water
system. Maps of these closures can be found in Mineral Order 653 in Ap-
pendix B.

Recreation. There is potential for commercial recreation facilities such
as a campground or RV park within this Subunit. Commercial recreation
activities are allowed.
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For keys to the one-letter and two-letter abbreviations used in this tabk, see the beginning of this chapter
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