
Chapter 5 - Policies For Each Management Unit

Background

Portland
Portland Island and Shelter Island were selected from the USFS for their
community recreation values (NFCG 319,321,102). South Shelter Island
was selected for its settlement values.

Existing Uses and Authorizations. The proximity of the islands in
this unit to Juneau makes this a popular area for marine-oriented recrea-
tion and fishing. The state has sold land on the south end of Shelter Is-
land. Some of these parcels are being used for commercial fishing lodges
while others support private recreation cabins. Most lots are still undevel-
oped.
Shelter Island State Marine Park occupies state land near the north end of
the Island in Subunits 12c80,12c81,12c82, and 12c83. The previous pro-
posal for a Juneau Channel Islands Marine State Park would remove the
submerged lands in Subunits 12c81,12c82, and 12c83 from the park in or-
der to make the existing park boundary consistent with the proposed
new park boundary.

Recreation. Cruise ships, the Alaska Marine Highway ferries, commer-
cial fishing boats, private sport fishing boats, and charter boats travel up
the east and west sides of Shelter Island. The scenic values of this area
and opportunities for wildlife viewing complement these uses. South
Shelter Island and North Pass (between Lincoln and Shelter Islands) are
heavily-used sport and charter boat fishing areas for salmon and halibut.
On Portland Island (Subunit 12c38) camping and picnicking occurs all
around the island on beaches. The island is easily accessible by small
power boats and is a good, but weather dependent, paddle for kayaks
and canoes. A picnic and camping area originally developed by USFS are
on the west side.

Fish and Wildlife. Parts of Subunit 12c67 is important for sport fish-
ing during inclement weather when boats are unable to run further out of
Auke Bay. There are personal-use crab pots along the east and west sides
of Portland Island.
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Management
Intent

Subunits 12c31,12c33,12c35, and 12c36 are uplands adjacent to private
lands on south Shelter Island and will be needed to provide access to pri-
vate parcels and for water supplies. The inner areas of Shelter Island are
too steep and wet for settlement. Surface streams in the inner areas of the
island may be used for water supplies before wells are developed. Tide-
lands in Subunits 12c22,12c59, and 12c60 are adjacent to private land and
will be needed for access to private parcels.
Excluding the past state land sale area and adjacent uplands, the remain-
der of Shelter Island and all of Portland Island (including tidelands and
submerged lands adjacent to both islands) have been previously pro-
posed for inclusion in the Juneau Channel Islands Marine State Park. If
not designated as part of the state park, the land will be managed consis-
tent with the designations and guidelines in this plan. If designated as a
state park, these areas will be managed by DPOR consistent with the park
legislation and other applicable State park statutes and regulations.

Management
guidelines

Heritage Resource Sites. There is a prehistoric site(s) on Portland
Island (site number Jun-046). The State Office of History and Archaeol-
ogy will be consulted prior to authorizations on this island.

Recreation Leasing. Commercial recreation facilities are an allowable
use on state lands in this management unit on Shelter Island. Facilities
may include overnight accommodations (such as lodges, camps, or cab-
ins) or facilities that provide food service, wildlife viewing, education, or
associated access (such as boat floats, docks, or ramps). The .073 commer-
cial recreation leasing process will be used. Commercial recreation leas-
ing is prohibited on Gull Island, Bird Island, Aaron Island, Cohen Island,
and Portland Island.

21 For additional information about commercial recreation leasing, see Chapter 2, Recreation, Tourism, and Scenic
Resources section.
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