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NAVIGABILITY INVESTIGATION REPORT
ON MARK CREEK

Affecting Northway Natives, Inc. Selection F-14912 A

I concur with the findings of this report

o bl 0

Gerald D. Timmems, Fortymile Area Manager

Richard H,




* BACKGROUND

The State of Alaska asserts that Mark Creek is navigable. No mention
of it is made by Northway Natives, Inc.

LAND STATUS

Mark Creek lies entirely within the Northway Native, Inc. selection.
No field inspection was made. All physical data came from the map.
The portion of the Creek asserted to be navigable appears to be a
creek and slough system which has its beginning and its mouth

in the Chisana River, as an overflow meander route of the river.

It undoubtedly fluctuates with the level of the river and could
even be considered as a channel of the river.

HISTORICAL USE

Mark Creek was used for muskrat hunting and for fishing. It is used
as a travel route by canoes and small boats but not to any major
extent, mainly during higher water.

CURRENT USE
Current use is as a place to hunt muskrats by locals. It may be

used for fishing and as a travel route for hunting, but this is not
an established fact.
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. UNITED STATES GOVMMENT A

Sy
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
" Men
ioranaum ' BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT N REPLY REFER ToO:
2650 (930)
To . State Director, Alaska 7 Date: MAR 2 7 1373
Frowm Chief, Division of Resources

SUBJECT ! Navigable and Non-Navigable Water Bodies in the Northway Area,

Eastern, Alaska

Attached is a staff report on the physical characteristics and historical
uses of the upper Tanana River, the Nabesna River, the Chisana River,

and creeks and lakes affected by Northway Natives, Inc., village selection
applications F-14912A and B under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act. On the basis of this report, we recommend -that the upper Tanana
River (Tanacross to head), the Nabesna River (mouth to Northway), and

the Chisana River (mouth to Scottie Creek) be determined navigable on

the basis of susceptibility. With the exception of the Nabesna River,
these recommendations reaffirm previous determination of navigability
made by the Department of the Interior. Previously, it was determined
that the Nabesnal/ Iver was navigable to Nabesna Village.

We have found no evidence of commercial boat traffic on the Nabesna
River above Northway, the Chisana River above Scottie Creek, or the
lakes and creeks in the Northway area. Moreover, we have found no
evidence which would indicate that commercial boat trafflc on these
variocus water bodies is possible.

Your concurrence with these recommendatlons is requested

Clarr M. Whitlock
Acting State Director

Enclosure’
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This report describes the physical characteristics and histérical

- uses of the upper Tanana River (Tanacross to Chisana River), Nabesna
River, Chisana River, and certain creeks and lakes in’the vicinity
of Northway, Alaska. A number of.these water bodies have been
.identified by the State of Alaska in its Water Body Delineation Maps
submitted to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) by letter dated
April 16, 1973, to be navigable for the purpose of travel, trade,
and commerce. (1) We have found no evidence to support a
determination ‘that the water bodies in question were navigable in
fact when Alaska became a State. However, we have found
irrefragable evidence to support a determination that the upper
Tanana River, the Nabesna River to Northway, and the Chisana River
to Scottie Creek, weré susceptible to navigation at the time that
Alaska became a State. We have discovered no 1nformat10n to, suuport'

" the view that the various creeks and lakes near Northway are or were

susceptible to navigation for the purpose of travel, trade, and
commerce. '

I.  PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

A. Nabesna River-(z)‘

About 86 miles long, the Nabesna River rises at the foot aof-
Vabesna Glacier, and flows in a meandering braided channel for
75 miles through a broad alluvial valley to uaite with the
Chisana River and form the Tanana River. Highly silted, with
numerocus gravel and sand bars throughout its length, the river

is constricted to a szngle channel in anly cne reach, near
river mlle 27.

The river drains an area of 2,185 square miles. The river
" Basin is about 100 miles loag and 30 miles across its maximum
width. From its headwaters at the foot of the glacier to Lick
Creek, the river descends from an altitude of 2,98C feet to
1,980 feet at an average gradient of 23.2 “eet per mile. From
Lick Creek to the mouth, the river descends 280 feet at an
- average rate of 6.5 feet ‘per mile. (3)



Above Lick Creek, the Nabesna River flows through an area
dominated by the extremely high and rugged Wrangell Mountains
and Mentasta Mountains. Below Lick Creek, the river flows
through the high Black Hills before entering a flat but sloping
outwash plain of muskeg and bog flats. The castern edge of the
Mentasta Mountaius runs parallel to the river to mile 25.. The
Black Hills run through a section of the river between.mile 30

© and mile 25.

 From the headwaters to Lick Cicek, the river channel is highly -

braided. According to represeuntatives of Grumman Lcosystems

* Corporation who inspected the river by helicopter in July 1974,

the main channel of flow in this reach is extremely difficult

- to detect. The channels are numerous and narrow; and ‘the flow
. is extremely swift with standing waves prevalent, In areas of
extreme braidedness, the depth appeared to be shallow, often

only inches deep. Where channels came together, the depth was
probably greater. Channel widths are highly variable in this
stretch of the river. Single channel widths range from 20 feet
to about 1,000 -feet. Representatives of the Crumman Ecosystems
Corporation did not measure .the velocity in this reach, but
estimated it to be at least five feet per second. No saags or

" blockages were observed in the channels.

From Lick Creek to the mouth, the river is characterized by

'swift, turbulent flows, a relatively shallow stream gradient,

and an abundance of flow volume. Although the river exhibits a

" braided character in this reach, the main channel of flow is

more recognizable. The river begins to exhibit a meandering

_ character in its lower few miles, flowing through a poorly

drained area of muskeg and bog lakes near Northway. According
to the Grumman Ecosystéms Corporation representatives, the flow

_appeared to be very swift, even near the mouth, as standing

waves were present. In July 1974, the representatives observed
some inundation of vegetated area, yet ot all 'gravel.bars were
covered over. (hannel widths ranged from 70 to 1,000 feet in
the main channcl of flow. Bank-to-baunk widins' in many’ cases
exceeded 0.5 mile, and approached one mile. - In July 1974, the
representatives measured the velocity just below the mouth of
Lick Creek at five feet per second in the main channel, and
seven to eight feet per second in a side channel. They could
not, however, measure the water depth, due to the tremendous °
flow of water upon the weighted depth line. No snags or
blockages were observed in this reach, although log piles were -
seen on gravel bars. ' g

The river is frozen six to seven months of ‘the year. Maximum
open water flows occur during July. -Annual maximum flows may
exceed by four times the annual average, while winter flows may
only be 20 percent of the average. ' e '

s e



" Unlike the'Nabesua'RiVer valley, which is U-shaped, tributary
- valleys are V-shaped with steep gradients. Hajor tributaries

of Nabesna River include: Bond Creek (mile 77), Jacksina Creek
(mile 71.7), Jack Creek (mile 68), Platinum Creek (mile 64.8),
Cooper Creek (mile 62.1), Stone Creck (mile 59.1), Lick Creek

- (mile 43), and Cheslina River (mile.25.8).

' B. Chisana River (4)

Heading in Chisana Glacier, the Chisana River flows about 60
miles in a northeasterly direction, thence in a northwesterly
direction for 55 miles to join the Nabesna River and form
Tanana River. 1In the upper 15 miles, the river flows in a

‘braided channel which has cut deep trenches in the glacial

debris of the broad valley floor. Below Cross Creek, the river
enters a canyon section in the Nutzotin Mountains for a
distance of 14 miles before emerging onto the broad alluvial
valley floor of the upper Tanana River. In the canyon section,
the river is confined to a width of about 0.25 mile. Heavily

laden with silt, the river is confined to one channel

throiighout its lower course beginning at a point below Mirror
Creek. ' ‘ ‘

About 120.5 miles long, the river drains an area of 3,420
square'miles. The river basin.is about 90 miles long and 50
miles wide across its maximum east-west extension. TFrom the
foot of Chisana Glacier to the mouth of Mirror Creek, the river

-descends 1,625 feet at an average gradient of 27.4 feet per
~mile. 'In the upper 5.5 miles, above Geohenda Creek, the river
, descends .295 feet at a rate of 53.7 feet per mile. In the

canyon section, the river gradient is 50 feet per mile. (5)
From Mirror Creek to the mouth, the river descends 195 feet at

‘an average gradient of 3.2 feet per mile. The river discharges

an average flow of 2,430 cubic feet per second. (6)

Landform in the area above Mirror Creek is,extrémely rugged.
Slopes are unvegetated and excessively steep. - Below mile 85,

‘the river enters the outwash plain. The Black Hills cross the

river near mile 65. Below Mirror Creek, the landform is
characterized primarily by an extensive area of black spruce,
muskeg and bog lakes. ' 2 | ; —

‘From the headwaters to Mirror Créek, the ‘river is characterized

by a high fall rate, an extremely braided stream channel, and a
very swift current. According to representatives of Grumman
Ecosystems Corporation, the chonnel of main flow is
indistinguishable above the mouth of Cross Creek. Numerous
glaciers discharge meltwater ia this reach. From mile 105 to .

. mile 95, just above Sheep Creek, the river is relatively

well-defined, although several channels are present. From the

‘mouth of Sheep Creak to HMirror Creek, the river is extremely

braided and shallow so that a main channel again is
‘indistinguishable. The flow is very swift throughout the



entire reach, as standing waves were seen in many locatiocaos.
Unable to make depth measurements, representatives of Grumman
Ecosystems Corporation estimated the depth of the river near
mile 102.5 to be about three feet. Shallower depths were
observed throughout the upper reach. '

. Main channel widths in this stretch of the river varies from

100 yards at mile 102.5 to less than 30 feet in areas of extreme

chapnel braidednmess. Bank-to-bank widths approach two miles
just below Chisama while it garrog.to about 0.25 mile below

. Cross Creek. Bank-to-bank widths north of the mountains often

esread one mile. In July 1974, river velocity measured at mile
102.5 was eight feet per second. River velocity was observed
to be very swift throughout the entire upper reach.

Below Mirror Creek the river is charﬂcterizéd by a well-defined
channel of flow. Immediately below the mouth of HMirror Creek,

the stream gradient lesseas and the braided character disappears.

While the stream gradient varies from 27.4 feet per mile to
‘more than 50 feet per mile above Mirror Creek, it is oanly 3.2
feat per mile below Hirror Creek. Thirteen feet deep at the
mouth, thé river. has a good depth throughout this reach.
Channel widths range from 200 feet near Mirror Creek to 600
feet at the mouth. Velocity measured near the mouth of the’
piver in July 1974, was about three feet per second. The river
was then in a moderate stage. ' :

Like the Nabesua River, the Chisana River is frozen six ‘to
seven months of the year. Flows also vary according to the
seasons. - : '

Flowing through V-shaped valleys, major tributaries of the
Chisana River include: Chathenda Creek (mile 113.4), Cross
Creek (mile 105.9), Chavolda Creek (mile 105.5), Sheep Cresk’
(mile 92.2), Mirror Creek (mile 61.2), Scottie Creek (mile
54.2), Gardiner Creek (mile 33.8), and Stuver Creek (mile
23.8). , o ¢ :

C. .. Streams and Lakes in the Nabesna and Chisana RiQérs Floodplains.

Detailed descriptions of every lake aad creek in the broad
floodplains of .the Nabesna and Chisana rivers are not available.
Notwithstanding the lack of detailed information about the

qumerous lakes in the area, it is possible to make generdlizatioas

about the water bodies. The investigations of Robert E. Wallace
" in 1945 concerning the relatioaship of permafrost -with the
development of cave-in lakes, combined with those of the BLY im’
1975 concerning the navigability of certain water bodies in the
vicinity of Northway, yield sufficient information for a broad
characterization of the majority of lakes amd streams ina the
— subject-area.—- - ot : : '
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Working in cooperation with the U.S. Geological Survey and the -
U.S. Army in an effort to relate the development of cave-in
lakes with permafrost conditions, Robert E. Wallace conducted
field surveys driring October and November 1945 in a 1l5-mile
.radius oflthe.cwufluenée of the Nabesna and Chisana rivers.
According to Wallace, cave-in lakes (also koown as thermokarst,
kettls lakes, and kettle-hole lzkes) result from the thawing of
- permafrost. Formation of these lakes begins at a point aad, '
with geologic time, proceeds outward to form circular borders.
. Wallace described cave-in lakes in the vicinity of Northway as
follows: ' ' ' e ’

The cave-in lakes investigated are very shallow and have
relatively flat bottoms, most being less than a maximum of
5-10 feet below the surface of the floodplains. The.
borders of the lakes are typically precipitous, dropping
off steeply from the genmeral level of .the floodplain to

the bottom of the lakes. The vegetal cover left unsupported
by caving droops over the precipitous bank and, where the
.drop 'is not too great, forms a coatinuous mat over the
cave-in banks and the adjacent bottom of the lake. Where
the mat is.not flexible or if the drop is too great, large
eracks form parallel to the borders of the lake. In
extreme cases large land slumps occur. (7) '

As a result of his field work and analysis of aerial reconmaissance
photographs, Wallace recognized a sequential progression in the
development of cave-in lakes in the Northway area. In terms of

geologic time, cave-in lakes are "old" near the lower parts of

the Nabesna and. Chisana river valleys, becoming "younger' as

one moves up the river 'valleys, and finally almost disappearing
above a point about nine miles from the mouth of the Nabesna

River. (8) Wallace described four stages in this sequence:

The youthful stage is characterized by circular lakes a
few hundred feet in diameter. . Ia the early matire stage
the lakes have joined to form aggregates of lakes having B
 'scalloped' shoreline patterns. The late mature stage is. ..
" reached when a integrated drainage has formed between and
" through.groups of lakes. The old age is typified by the
predominance of natural levees that have formed along the .
drainage channels cutting the lakes, thus dividiog the .
lakes into sections. In the old age stage the channels
have the appearence of avoiding the lakes. {(9)

During August 1975, Jerry W. McGee, a Forestry Techrnician with
the Fortymile Resource Area of the BLM, examined a number of
lakes and streams in the Northway area, and collected information
about the water bodies from residents of Northway Village.
McGee's reports oa the physical characteristics of specific
lakes and creeks in the Northway area are worthwhile summarizing

| - x .
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Deadman Lake. The lake is about 7,000 feet in leagth, and

about 2,500 feet in width. It is four to 10 feet deep,
with -a few deeper holes. The outlet channel is very .
small: two to 10 feet wide and one to four feet deep. The
lake 'is surrounded by rolling hills of spruce and aspen;
and the banks are solid where adjacent to the hills.

HMarsh borders the lake in some places. The lake is stable
in depth, and has very little outflow. McGee did not
observe evidence of flooding, although he noted high water

‘marks six anhes above the water level

Lake ‘ McGee stated that there was no permanent water

‘agecess to the lake.

Eliza Lake. This lake has aa'area much less than indicated-

on modern U.S. Geological Survey topographicazl maps. AT

has a water depth of two to five feet. The banks are _
'~ gradual and marshy. There are standing dead trees in some

places near the lake. McGee noted evidence of high water
marks two to three feet above the water level.

Fish Lake. Located near Vorthway, this clear-water lake

"has an average depth of three to five feet, with some

shallower portions. Banks are mostly gradual with marshy

areas on the shores, There are some slight banks and firm.

shores (éspecially in Sectioas 32 and 34). The lake is

surrounded by marsh and low country. There are aquatic

plants in about one-third of the lake. McGee 'did not £ind
strong evidence of much flooding,. but he did observe water
marks in places as much as two feet above the water level.

Hé also noted very small pockets of commercial-size timber
near this lake. :

Moose™Ctresk. Flowing into Chisana River about three miles
above its mouth, this creek is 50 to 75 feet wide and
three to five fe“t deep up to its outflow of the unnamed
lake in T. 14 N., R. 19 E., Sections 21 and 28, C.R.4. A
channel qonnectS‘the unnamed lake to .the creek. From this
point upstream the creek is marrower (30 to SO feet) and
shallower (two tao four feet). The creek trends to the

.east and after passing the east end of the No*thway alrstrlp,

continues to the south. In the lower part, the banks are
one to three feet higher than the water, and are generally

“solid. The channel is straight, and flows two to three

"~ miles per hour. Water depths range from four te five feet

in high water stages; and two to three feet in low -water
stages. ’

Skate 'Lake. Located near HNorthway Village, thls lake is-
about 2,300 feet in length and 2,000 feet in width. It

has a water depth of three to 10 feet There are aquatic
plants ia the lake. The banks are generally gradual and

solid; some banks are flve feet high..

==
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.-Tontethaimund.Lake. This lake occupies a smaller acea than

indicated on moderm U.S. Geological Survey topographical maps.
Water depths range from two to four feet. The shoreline is
very marshy with solid banks in a few places only. There is a
large amount of .aquatic vegetation. Flood marks indicate that
water levels can be as much s twg feet above the normal level.
According to McGee, the lake has probably receded; it appears

to be growing in from the shorelines.

Unnamed Lake and Channel System <(Sec. 21 and 28, T. 14 N.

R. 19 E., C.R.M.). Water depths in the main channel range from
three to five feet; and in most of the lake, one to .three feet.
Large areas of the lake are shallow and marshy. The banks are

marshy and gradual. HcGee obsarved tree stumps in séveral
places surroundad by water.

Unnamed Lake (Sec. 3 and Q, T. 13°N., R. 20 B.,; €.R.M,).
Water depths in this lake range from three to five feet. The
banks are marshy. Grass extends five to 40 feet in and around
the lake. Higher ground surrounds most of the lake. There is
no evidence of major flooding.

Uohamed Lake (Sec. 23, 24, 25, 26, T. 14 N., R. 18 E.,
C.R.M.). Water depths in this lake ramge from four to six

' feet. The south end of the lake codsists of semi-solid marsh

mats. About 75 percent of the shoreline consists of solid
banks, surrounded by hxgh ground. There is no evideace of
major. flcodmng

- ‘Unnamed Lake (Sec. 33 and 34, T. 14 N., R. 20 E., C.R.M.).

Water depths in the lazke range from five to seven feet. The
banks are low to gradual, while marsh extends 15 to 20 feet
around the lake. There is no evidence of major flooding.

' Unpamed Lake (Sec. 29 and .30, T. 14 N., R. 20 E., C.R.M.).

This lake occupies an area much smaller than 1ndicated on
modern U.S. Geological Survey topographical maps. Water depths
in the lake range from two to four feet. Most of the banks are
gradual and marshy, and soft ground extends 50 to 200 feet from
the banks into the watér. The lake is apparently flooded by
Chisana River. Much of the surrounding area show flood marks.
There are many tree stumps in the lake. ;

Yarger Lake., W.th.a surface area of about 480 acres, this lake
has a water deptn of four to 10 feet with some deeper spots
likely. The outlet channel is very small. OQutflow into
Chisana River occurs only at times of high water. Firm banks
and high.ground occupy about half of the lake perimeter, with

- marsh in the remaining distaace. There are tree stumps in some

places around the lake. There is no evidence of major
flooding. ' ' ' 2
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In summary, the lakes and creeks in. the Northway area are small
and shallow. Most of the lakes are surrounded by marsh; and in
some cases marsh extends into the lakes. Some of the larger
lakes, such as Deadman Lake and Yarger Lake, have solid banks,
-and the surrounding terrain is hilly. The majority of the

lakes are landlocked. Those that are not have shallow and

narrow outlets with high banks. Lake and creek depths. vary

according to the seasons. Most of the lakes, being landlocked,
PN N e
are frozen from seven to e1ght months of the’ year.

HISTORIC USES:

A.  Mining.

_ The history of mining in the upper Copper and Tanana rivers

properly begins with the famous Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-98.
Thousands of people rushed to Valdez in 1897 and 1898, many.
hoping to-find an "all-American' route to the distant Klondike
strike in Canada, others expecting to find gold "strewn along
the river valleys of Alaska like pebbles on the shore of the
ocean. Many prospectors discovercd gold on the tributaries of

. the Copper River; but it was their discovery .of copper near the

head of Chitina River, a trlbutary of the Copper River, that
led to the development of a mining 1ndustry in -the Copper River

valley.

Morgan-Guggenheim capitalists subsequently entered the Copper
River district to develop the copper mines at Kennecott, and

. in the years 1906 to 1911 constructed the Copper River &
.Northwestern Railway, a 196-mile line 'extending from the

ice-free port of Cordova to McCarthy. In the meantime,

the War Department, responding to demands for an all-American
transportation ind communication system in Alaska, constructed -
a trail and telegraph line from Valdez to Eagle on the Yukon
River. Following the Fairbanks gold rush of 1903, the Alaska
Road Commission, an agency of the War Department created by Act
of Congress in IQOJ to construct roads and trails in Alaska,

. began construction of a wagon road from Valdez. to, Fairbanks.
 Passable for wagons in the mid-1910's and for automoblles in’

the mid-1920's, the road is now called the Richardson llighway.

; ' _ . o
The discovery of gold and copper in the Copper River valley;
the construction of the Copper River & Northwestern Railway,
Richardson Road and the Chitina-Copper Center Road connecting .
the railroad and the military road; and the w1111ngness of big
business to invest in promising mines; all had the effect of
stimulating prospecting activities in the region. - Most attention
was devoted to the Chitina River valley, since it was accessible
by the railroad; but some prospectors heeded the reports of the
U. S« GEOlOglCﬂl Survey of favorable mineral indications on the .
north face of the Wrangell Mountains. During the 1890's and
the 1900's, a number of Geological Survey parties explored the

~upper Tanana River area as part of_Eﬁ_Efféffhiafmgp"EﬁE“Copper -
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River valley and Wrangell Mountains, and to locate potentially
valuable minerals and other natural resources as well as possible

. Lransportation routes. The work of Dr. C. W. Hayes and Lt.

Frederick Schwatka in 1891, Alfred H. .Brooks and William Peters:
in 1898 and 1899, Oscar Rohn'in 1899, D. C. Witherspooa and F.
C. Schrader in 1902, and finally F. H. Moffit in 1908, resulted
in'geoclogical and geographical reports.and maps which proved
invaluable to prospectors and miners in search of mineral .
wealth . -

S S A .

Prospectors and miners first entered the headwaters area of the
Nabesna aand Chisana rivers shortly after the Klondike Gold
Rush.. Ta 1899, Brooks and Peter met two prospectors, E. J.
Cooper and H. A. Hammond, on the White River. Both prospectors
had reached the area by traveling overland from the upper
Copper River. 1In 1905, a group of prospectors led by Henry:.
Bratnober, a mining eangineer who had spent several years in the
White and Copper river country, entered the area by way of the
Tanana and Nabesna rivers, and discovered copper on Jacksina

.Creek, a tributary of Nabesna River. The Royal Development -

Company subsequently worked the prospect, and erected a 3-stamp
mill at the site in 1906. According to a U.S. Geological
Survey report, the mine was yielding $12 a ton in 1908. Without
adequate transportation facilities, the Bratnober interests
were unable to develop the prospect to any major exteat, and
thus ‘suspended mining operations. The mine was not abandoned,
however:. Bratnober's associates performed assessment wock on
the claims, and continued to prospect the country. Several of
the men would, in 1913, participate ia the discovery of gold on

" Chisana River. (11)

With the improvement of the Richardson Road for motor traffic

in the mid-1920's, and the construction of the Nabesna Road im
1929-33, the upper Nabesna River valley became more accessible;
4nd mining, more feasible from an economic standpoint. In

1929, Carl F. Whitham, who had first entered the area with _
Bratnober in 1905, organized the Nabesna Mining Corpocation tg -
mine gold at the present site of Nabesna. The company placed a
mill in operation at the site in 1931. Mining comtinued with
some interruptions until about 1947, when most of the ore
bodies were exhausted. Gold valued at $1.9 million had been

.taken from the mine. The Minerals Exploration Company purchased

the 'abandoned mine in 1966, and is now reportedly attempting to
sell the place. (12)

Large-scale mining ‘on Chisana River Began in 1913. 1In thac

year, several prospectors in Dawson, Canada, reported a rich
find in the headwaters of Chisana River, and thereby caused a

~ minor gold rush to the area during the fall "and winter of

1913-14, Several thousand ‘men rushed to the country, many of

‘them inexperienced and most without the proper equipment and -

L—— 4 g e
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‘the upper Tanana area until his death in 1923. In 1922, he was

- supplies. Most reached the diggings by way of White River, the
"McCarthy-Chisana trails, and the Gulkana- -Chisana trail; but

many also reached the new ‘strike by way of the Tanana,’ Nabesna,
and Chisana rivers. The winter proved hard to many of the
prospectors, and large numbers subsequently left. "A few of the
prospectors who ‘had staked the most valuable placer ground
remained, and some were still mining the creeks. in the late
1930's. In 1940, total production of placer gold from the
Chisana district was estimated to be about $970,000, most of
the gold coming from Bonanza and Little Eldorcdo Creeks and the
tributaries of Wilson Creek. (13) * 3 ‘

In more recent times, mineral discoveries have been made at the
head of Nabesna River and ea thur Crecek, a tributary of
Ladue River. In 1974, the Grummﬁﬁ Ecosystems Corparation noted
the development of a copper-mining community near Orange Hill,
a2t the foot of Nabesna Glacier. .(14) In the summer of 1975,
more’ than 100 gold-mining claims were staked on McArthur Creek
It is not known at present whether the claims are being
developed. (15)

B. Trading -

Indians of the upper Tanana River first camé into contact with

"white trade goods through the Copper River Indians. Shortly
, after the Fairbanks gold rush of 1903, white tradetrs penetrated

the area via ‘the Tanana River, In 1907 or 1909, Captain James
A. Northway established a trading post near the mouth of
Nabesna River and possibly oa the Tetlin River. In 1913, it

~was reported that Northway traveled each summer to his trading

post near the mouth of Nabesna River, where he traded with the
Indians. At the time of the report, Northway had just left
Fairbanks on the launch Tetlin, intending t- visit his copper
prospects in the upper Nabesna Rlver valley, and the famous
Kennecott mine on Chitina River. (16} Northway remained in

operating the small steamboat Little Delta on the upper Tanana
River. He was found dead on the steamboat in 1923, (17)

\
The trade with the upper Tanana Indians must have been
profitable in view of the fact that rival traders operated in
the area from the 191Q0's to the 1940's. 1In 1912, William H.
Newton, who established his primary trading post on llealy River
in 1907, opened sbtores at Tanacross and at the moutl’ of Nabesna
River; he sold his Nabesna River store to'a John Strelic in
1914 and removed to Healy River. (18) Newton may have remained
in the upper Tanana trading business until about 1920, when
John llajdukovich. entered the field with stores at Healy River,
Tetlin, Last Tetlin, and Nabesna River.

‘During the 192Q0's and 1930'5, Hajdukovich's rival in the upper a

Tanana trade was Herman Kessler, who opened a store on the .
Nabesna River in '1920. Kessler traded primarily with Nabesna

V1llage, whlch in 1920 had a population of 33 Natives. (19)
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-traders. Also, the Northway Native Store, owned by local

According to anthropologist Robert McKennan, who visited the
area in the winter of 1929-30, Kessler also had a post near the
mouth of Gardiner Creek on Chisana River, where he dealt mostly.
with the Scotfie Creek band. This band, totally nomadic, also

traded at Canadian stoces on Snag Creck and Wellesley Lake.
(20) o -

‘When Hajdukovich abandoned his trading.ﬁosts Cannot be

determined with precision. It is likely that he quit the
business in the'late 1930's. In the m1d-1920's, he constructed
a trail from Tanacross to Tetlin Lake. During the 1930's, he
acted as a guide for tourists and hunters on the upper Tanana
River, where he had a tunting lodge on.Littla Gerstle River.

He was last reported in 1946, then he was involved the . '
construction of am aviation field at Tetlin, {21)

Kessler continued. in the‘trading business until forced to
declare bankruptcy in 1948, perhaps as a result of excessive
competition. At that time he was competing with five other

residents, had been in operation for at least five years. On
occasion, itinerant traders John Schwegler of Fairbanks and

. Charles Goldstein of Juneau also traded with the Indians of
Northway Village. (22) :

" Most trading was conducted during the winter.. During the

summer; the traders would make their anaual trips down the
Tanana River to Fairbanks in order to purchase trading goods.

McKennan described .the traders' apnual pere rinations as
. P g _

follows: "Goods were brought in during the swmier in
power-driven scows and distributed to these three posts

- [Tanacross, Tetlin, and Nabesaa River]. 1In the winter the

traders drove by dog team to their various stores where the
Indians came in to meet them, and on .occasion they drove to the
more distaant Indian camps. During the spring when the Indians
were muskrat huating, thé traders journeyed from camp to camp

. via outboard motérs." (23)

Interviewed by a BLM official 1975, Ted Lowell, who ‘worked for
Jobn Hajdukovich from 1929 to 1936, stated that their primarcy
trading post was near the mouth .of lealy River; they operated
additional stores at Tetlin, Last Tetlin, and pear Gardiger
Creek, on the Chisana River. Each summer Hajdukovich ‘and
Lowell made six to 12 trips in freight boats to the upper
Tanana River villages. The two men ascended the Healy River in
boats to trade w:th Indiams on Healy Lake. At Tanacross, they
traded with Natives who had descended Fish Creek in canoes.
The traders also ascended Tetlin River to Tetlin; crossed
Tetlin Lake to gain access to Last Tetlin: ascended Nabesna

. 'River to Nabesna Village; and procseded up the Chisana River as

far as Scottie Creek. (24)
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Trade commodities im the upper Tanana River area consisted ' ; <%
ilmost entirely of fur. Reflecting upon the impact of the )
white man upon the Native economy during the years 1920 to ‘ ; d
1949, Herman Kessler stated that the Indians mainly trappnd
fox, mink, muskrat; beaver, martin, and a few lyax. DBeavers ¥
were oot plentxful until the latea 1940 s, and were in any case _ o
closed to trapping until 1948. Martens were also trapped, but !
prior to 1946 the season was perlodlcally closed. In early’ '
years, fox pelts were important, but had declined in wvalue to
the extent that the Indians made little efforc to trap them.

- HMuskrat pelts were the primary trade itcm. Kessler stated that : I
in 1938, he and Hajdukovich handled 28,000 muskrat skins. In , -
1948, Kessler ‘alone handled about 6 000 muskrat skins. (25) | : '

In, 1945, R.L. Jennings of .the Alaska Native Service at Northway
ifncluded the fur of black bear, beaver, coyote, fox, lynx, : -
martin, mink, muskrat, otter, weasel, wolf, and wolverine, as ,
well as boat and sled constructioa, tauning, and garden products, }
as sources of income to the local Natives. The furs were ]
disposed of in the following manner: local non-native establishment, |
30 percent; local native establishment, 30 percent; shipped ’ |
outside, .25 percent; itinerant buyer, five percent; ather t
villages, non-native establishment, five percent; and oot scld, _
- five percent. About 75 percent of all finished craft products . |
were sold to persomnnel at Northway. TFish was never a trade - b
commodity. All fish caught by the Indians were used strictly
for subsistence purposes.. (26) ) _ o

During the 1920's and 1930's, the Indians obtained such goods

as canvas tents, sheet-iron stoves, cloth clothing, rifles, : y
blankets, and tea from the traders.' According to McKennan,
"The dlfflcultles of transportation favored small, expersive
articles such as clothing, beads, or the like rather than bulky
items such as flour; thus it-was much more profitable to handle
‘expedsive luxuries such as portable phomographs or ladies rayon 3
bloomers than the bulkier and cheaper goods ordinarily regarded B : ok
as necessities of life.™ (27) Tea was a much desired item. ; }-
McKennan recorded one trader's statement that he had traded '

3,000 pounds of tea in ome year, the bulk of it going to the
upper Tanana Indians. (28) Following the construction of the
Alaska Highway and the Northway aviation field 'in the early
1940's, the Indians were able to acquire the bulkier .items. (29)

.

—— pp———

C. Huntiﬁg, Fishing, and Tzanuihg

The headwaters area of the White, Chisana, and Nabesna rivers
" has long been known for its excellent hunting opportunities.
- Since the 1910's, big game hunters have often commented upoan
the large number of sheep of trophy class in the mouatains.
"During the Chisana gold rush, many peocple survived the wiater
6£.1913-14 by taking caribou, sheep, moose, and ptarmigan. (30)

e o e e e
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Since the 1930's, one guide named Lou Anderton has made a

livelihood at Chisana by taking hunting and fishing parties to

favorite locales on pack animals. (31) In the early 1960's,
hunters often hired Floyd Miller, the proprietor of Northway
Airport Lodge, to fly them to Chisana.. Others have taken the
Nabesna Road to Nabesna Mine, where they traveled to hunting
grounds by boat, pack animal, or on foot. (32)

Since the construction of the Alaska lighway and the Northway
field in the early 1940's, the lower Nabesna and Chisana rivers
have been exploited by a number of non-Native hunters,
trappers, and fishermen. Most hunting and fishing Dby.
non-Natives probably occurs on lakes and streams near the
Alaska Highway and the Northway Junction Road. Non-Native
trappers are known to have worked the same lakes and crecks
which local Natives have traditionally trapped. . In the years
1945 to 1949, for. example, white trappers operated on Ladue
River, Scottle Creek, Gardiner Creek, Bitters Creek, Beaver
Creek, Moose Creck, and Deadmman Iake, and in some instances
'established homesteads in the area. (33)

The increasing non-Native population in the Northway area
- undoubtedly had an effect in the reduction of area used by -

- upper Tanana Indians for subsistence activities. Until the

1910's the subsistence area,included the entire drainage of the
Nabesna and Chisana rivers. "As the rivers became casily
accessible to rdon-Natives in airplanes angpgy;omob1les, and as
modern non-Native communities werée established on Nabesna ‘
River, the Indians in the headwaters of the Nabesna and Chisana
A rivers moved down to Nabesna Village or Northway Village. . In
1951, according to one report, the last of the Indians moved
: thelr village downstrcam to Nabesna Village or Northway
Village. (34) In 1945, R. L. Jennings of the Alaska Native
Service described the area being used by the pecple of Northway
Village in carrying out their normal activities, that is
hunting, fishing and trapping, as follows: "The area begins at
the west bound{alry of Tetlin reservation and runs west to the
top of the Nuwatson (si¢) range, 40 mi., then- along this range’
southeast to the international bound[a]ry, 75 mi., north along
the boundary to LaDue Creek, 35 mi., then along the LaDue Creek

to where it leaves Tetlin reservation, 35 mi., and along Tetlin

reservation to west bound[alry, 25 mi. approxzmatcly 2500 sq.
mi. This includes all enclosed lakes, streams, land and .
Nabesna ‘Chisana, and Tanana Rivers included in this

area. (35) This descrlptlon of the subsistence area of the
Horthway Natives remains accurate to the present-day.

The reduction in the area of Native subsistecnce activities
corresponded in time with a general _breakdown in the’
traditional life-style of the Naﬁ}Ves Tﬁq’hpper Tanana
Indians, in pursuit of food, annually participated in a
mlgratory cycle governed in
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part by the migrations of fish and game. As McKennan noted in
1929-30, this cy~le can best be described tv.Chief Sam of Last
Tetlin: : : '

In the cld days the pecple seldom sLaycd in the vxllage.
Always they were on the trail, hunting and camping. In
~July whitefish were dried and cached at the Fish Camp.
Then the people went moose hunting, caching the meat. In-
the winter they visited the caches and: then when the
caribou came they killed caribou. After the moose season
the people went up to the head of the Nabesna to secure
sheepskins for winter. Then they would return to the-
village; make their clothes, and then take the winter
hunting trails to Ladue Creek, the Chisana basin, and the

. White River. In the spring when the leaves were coming
out they rcturned to the village. They would take birch
bark and sew it together to make new tents and then wait:
for the caribou to come back agaln. (36).

McKennan observed that Chief Sam s. description of the Native
migrations was accurate for the most part for the years 1929
and 1930. The establishment of trading posts on the Nabesna
River resulted, however, in the Indians devoting the winter

_season to trapplng as well as hunting, and the spring season to

muskrat shooting in the lakes. Taking these changes into
account, McKennan summarized the Native .scasonal life as
follows: "Fishing at well-known sites in- July; moose hunting
in the summer; sheep hunting in the fall; then the early wiater
migration of caribou; then more moose hunting and quite

~ possibly hunger, alleviated somewhat in the late spring by
ducks and muskrats; and then again the welcome appearance of
the caribou in laLe May.¥ (37)

Today, McKennan's account appears to be valid for only a
portion of the Native population of Northway Village.

Beginning in the 1940's, some Natives found employment with the

Alaska Road Commission, the Civil Aeronautics Administration,

and succeeding agencies. On occasion, they are employed by the

BLM to help fight forest fires. (38)

The floodplains of the Chiséna and Nabesna rivers remain the
traditional hunting, fishing, and trapping grounds of

individual Natives of Northway Village. The various lakes and

‘creeks are accessible by land, air, water, or some combination
thereof. Perhaps Walter Northway, a centenarian of Northway
Village, was not exaggerating when he said, "There are hardly
any lakes around here that the people of Northway have not
used" (39); but there is little written evidence to confirm
the statement. According to BLM records, the following lakes
and creeks have been used for fishing, trapping, and hunting

. purposes. .We have taken the liberty to note othec uses as
. well, :
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1. Damundtali Lake. In 1975, it was reported that some
hunting and recreation activities occur on this lake. The lake
i1s accessible from the Alaska liighway by means of a trail,
which was constructed in the mid-1970's. Only three persons
were using the trail in the mid-1970's. (40)

2. ' Decadman Lake. Access to this lake is gained by way of the
State-maintained Deadman Lake Campground, which is linked to
the Alaska Highway by a spur .road. Local natives reported that
the lake was not used as part of a travel route, but was and is
used for muskrat hunting and some fishing. McGee, who
inspected the lake by canoe, reported that the lake is used
mainly for the purpose of recreation =-- motor -boating,
fishing, water fowl hunting, and swimming. There is also
significant floa: Plane use on the lake. (47) In the late

1940's, three me.. used an airplane Lo trap (kis lake. (42)

e : : : ,

3: . Dog Lake. McGee reported that there was no permanent.
access to the lake---boats would have to be packed in to the
lake. He indicated that use of the lake included muskrat
trapping and hunting. (43) According to the Alaska Division of
Fish and Game, there has been public recreational (fishing) use
of the lake, which has a surface area greater than one square
mile and 'is located within five air miles of Northway -Airport.
Access to the lake is by float plane. Opposing the State's

recommendation for cascments for a {leat plane tie=-nup and ;
campsite on the lake, Northway Natives, Inc., reported Lhat the
lake was used exclusively by Natives for subsistence trapping .
and'fishing. There are campsites on. scveral Native allotments -

- . hear the lake where people leave their traps and equipmentL -

year-round. Reportedly, the Natives "have always Kept people-
~out of this area." (44) . ‘ : .

4. - Eliza Lake. This lake was inspected by McGee in August
1975 on foot. He stated that the lake was inaccessible by
vehicle, and that he did not observe developments along the
lake. (45). 1In 1975, the Alaska Division of Lands and the U.S.
Bureau of Mines proposed a trail easement from the Alaska.
llighway to the lake. The proposal was rejected ‘on the grounds
that no evidence supporting the claim had been found, and that
. there was no significant use of the lake for public purposes.
It was said that local sportsmen groups did not feel the
easement was flecessary, nor did the local State and Fish and

Game biologist know of any present use of the lake. The trail
extends through a Native allotment. (46)

5, Fish Lake (T. 14 Moy By 18 E.; CRMSY: Eocansd near

" Northway Village, this lake Tlows into Moasce Crcek; it has long
been used by upper Tanana River Indians during the summer for
the purpose of fishing. According to McKennan, .a _
semi-permarent village called "Fish Camp" or "the old village"
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was located on a clear-water.stream at the lake. From May to

- July, the Indian. would congregate at the f'sh camp to catch
whitefish migrating from the lake to the Taunana River. (47) In
1945, R.L. Jennings may have referred to the camp as the '"0ld
Village," which consisted of_tents and two cabins.  ll¢ noted
too that airplanes with pontoons '"can land on lake across river
from village % mile or on river in front of village." (48)"

In 1975, McGee traveled about the lake in a canoe. Illé observed
several houses on the north side of the lake near the road, and
a float plane docked on the north end of the lake. le stated
that the lake permits access for various pecople, intvluding.duck ~
hunters and fishermen in summer months and fur trappers in the
winter. . Observing 1arge amounts of aquatic plants .on the

bottom of the lake in most areas, he believed that the lake
offecred good [ishing opporLun1t:cd. “lle also stated that some

very small pockets of commercial-size timber were accessmble by
this lake. (49)

Also in 1975, the Alaska Division of Fish and Game ‘proposed a
boat ramp easement at the lake. The ramp would provide access
to the lake and other shallow lakes in the vicinity. The lake
is a primary duck hunting lake in the Tok area. According to a
- local biologist of the Alaska Division of Fish and Game, the
lake is shallow, and provides duck hunting opportunities
whereas other lakcs in the vicinity are deeper and do not
produce puddle duck hunting. Commenting on the proposed .
easement, Northway Natives, Inc., stated that the proposed site
was a "dbmp“ and that hunting activities on the lake endangered
_the lives of local residents around the lake. Furthermore, the
lake was too shallow and weedy for boat and motor traffic, and
thus was not considered navigable. In past years, the
corporatlon claimed, boat traffic damaged SUbSlStEﬂCE fishing
structures: {(50)

6. Hillside Lake. This lake is not accessible by boat.
Accordlng to one informant, "I have traveled the Chisana River
by motor boat from the Chlsann River bridge to Hillside Lnke
numerous times since I was 3-years old " (51)

7. HMark Creeck. Acco:ding to HcGee; whao did not visit this
creek in 1975, Mark Creek was and is used to hunt muskrats; and
may be.used for fishing. In high water, the creek has also
‘been used ‘as a travel route by people in canoes and small
boats, but not to any major extent, (52) In 1975, a local
trappe; proposed a campsite easement on .the east bank of the
creek (NE%, Sec. 22, T. 14 N., R. 19 E., C.R.M.). Northway"
Natives, Inc., responded that Mark Creek was not a significant

creek or waterway, that it was used only by local Natives.
(53) -
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8. Moose Creek. Tollowing a canoe trip up Moose Creek in
1975, HeGee reported that motor ‘boats are currently used up the
creek to a point near Northway Airport where the creek crosses
the Northway road. Citing Keuncth Albert as his source of
information, McGee reported that the creek in Sections 21, 16
and 9, T. 14 N., R. 19 E., C.R.M. can be udsed at any time of
open water. Upstream from that point, the creek is usable by
motor boat oaly during high water. At any other time, the - ; .
creek is too shallow for motor boats above this point. ‘ ' |
Jetboats, canoes, and motor boats have becn used on the creek. o

(54) According to Kenneth P. Albert and "several unidentified _ ' ]
local natives," the creek was a travel route to Chisana River
before the Alaska lighway was constructed. Tt also sérved as
an alternative route to Chisana River when the Nabesna River ' A , S
w3s blocked by i e jams or when the river w.s too high or too . '
Yow. The lower purt of the creek (from Fish Camp to the Chisana L *
River) was and is used for fishing and for trapping muskrats,

although to a lesser extent since the Northway Junction Road ' |
was built. Canoes can be used on the creek at any time. In '

more recent times, the creek has also been used for |
recreational purposes. (55) : B :

- fishing for burbot and pike. There is also some fishing for
grayling after the spring breakup. A trail extends from the
Chisana River bridge to the mouth ol Moose Creck along Lhc west
side of the river. -Another trail extends from some point on :
Moose Creek to Birch Lake; it has been used by one person only o l

_for trapping purposes since the mid-1960's. (56)

|

The mouth of HMoose Creek is the site of winter and spring ) l
|

l

9. Pullin Lake. In the early 1940's, this lake was-used for
recreation purposes (swimming), and perhaps as a source of 4
water by military personnel at Northway. Access to the trail. |
was by means of a trail. In later years, the lake was used as ' |
. a garbage dump. The trail extends through a Native allotment.
There.is no significant public use of the lake at present. - L ) I

(57)

10. Raspberry Lake. In 1975, a trapper proposed a trail
easement from the Alaska Highway to this lake, where muskrat ‘{
hunting occurs. Both the Native Corporation and the State of ' '
- Alaska did not consider the lake navigable. The BLM, noting
- that the lake was less than one acre in area, did not find
evidence of significant public use of the. lake. (58)

'11. Skate Lake. Located adjacent to Northway Village, this .
" lake is used by people in canoes, wotor boats, and float . F . i
plancs. According to-one informant at Nortliway Village, "... '
many float planes land on Skate Lake. Gas from Airport is :
driven down to them or the pilots walk to Airport to get gas - : ]
and then ride back to their plane.™ (59) ' :
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12. Steve Lake. This lake is accessible from Chisana River,

appareatly by land as one individual recommended a trail easement

from the river to the lake in 1975. The lake has been used for

- muskrat hunting for many years. There are several camps located
“around the lake. (60) : '

13.. Tenmile Lake. According to McGee, the lake is inaccessible
except by foot or by way of Chisana River. Muskrat hunting,
fishing, and netting of fish occurs in or near the lake.

Walter Northway's home is located to the north of the lake.

His allotment is accessible by trail from the Alaska Highway,
northwest of Tenmile Creek. (61)

14. Thadlthamund Lake. In 1975, a trapper proposed a trail
easement to this lake, which has a surface area of less than
one sguare mile. The BLM noted that public use of the trail or

the lake was not 31gnlf1cant Trapping may occur on or near the,
lake. (62) g '

15. Tontnthaimund'ﬁake HMcGee made a reconnaissance survey of
the south and east sides of this lake in 1975, having gained
access to. the lake by land after taking .a canoe up MHoose Creek
to a nearby poad. He stated that the lake was inaccessible by
boat without portaging --- apparently from Moose Creek. He
observed several abandoned Native houses near the lake as well:
as a cemetery about 100 yards from the south side of the lake
(in Section 20). Citing Kenneth Albert of Northway Village as
his source of infermation, McGee stated that the lake ‘has been
. used by people in canoces, boats, and float planes (since the
1930's). Huskrat hunting and fishing occurs oan the lake. (63)

16.  Tsilchin Like, Tlocogn Lake, Fish Camp Lake, Louie Lake.
Trapping apparently occurs on or near these lakes. In 1975,

two individuals proposed a series of trapline trails from
Riverside Lodge on the Alaska Highway to Tsilchin Lake, Tlocogn
Lake, Fish Camp Lake then west to Louie Lake and Tetlin Village
or northwest down the Kalutna River to the Tanana River. (64)

17. Unnamed Lake (Sec. 3 and 4, T. 13 N., R. 20 E., C.R.M.).
According to McGee, who reached the lake by land, this lake is
locally referred to as "Horshoe Lake." Located about 0.5 mile
from the Alaska Highway, the lake is inaccessible by boat or
"vehicle. 'McGee referred to Kenneth Albert as his scurce of
- information that the lake is used for muskrat hunting. (65) In
1975, the Alaska Division of Fish and Game and a certain Dave
James. proposed a trail easement from the Alaska Highway to the
north end of the lake, as well as a shore easement for boat
launching purpcses. According to BLM records, Northway Natives,
Inc., did not know of any use of the trail .except as.a private
traplkine. . A local State Division of Fish and’ Game biologist,
-.in a telephone coaversation, could oot identify any significant

use on this lake and others along the Alaska nghway in this
area. (66) ,




18. Unnamed Lake and Channel System (Sec. 21 and 28, T. 14 N.,
R. 19 E., C.R.M.). Tlowing into Moose Crcek; this lake becomes
a series ' of chaunels in marsh in low water. A bridge -on the
Northway Junction Road crosses the outlet of the lake where it
flows into Moose. Creck. According to McGee, the lake is
shallow, but usable by canoe or motor boat "most of the time."
Several fish camps are located around and between this lake and
Fish Lake. These camps are known as Charlieskin Village and
Kathakne. Fishing with nets, muskrat Ltrapping and hunting
~occurs on the lake and channels. There is a fish trap in the
lake outlet. McGee inspected the lake and channel system by
‘cance. (67) ' " : S

19.° Unnamed Lake (Sec. 23, 24, 25, 26, T. 14 N., R. 18 E.,

C.R.M.). According to statements by Natives of Northway, this

. lake is used by them in small boats and canocs for hunting
gdskrats. (68) _ : - :

Walking to the suuth end of the lake in 1975, McGee noted that
canoes and small boats were used on the lak(; and that the

. Natives used the lake to hunt muskrats. The Northway (Native)
© Cemetery is on a hill overlooking the lake.. (69)

20. - Unndmed Lake (Sec. 14, 1S, 22, 23, 24, 26, T. 14'N., _
R."19 E., C.R.M.). According to McGee, this lake is referred
to as "Sucker Lake" by local Natives.. The Natives-annually use
the lake for muskrat hunting and fishing. There is a fish camp

on the lake. (70) ' '

. In 1975, a trapper proposcd a trail casement through Secctions

15 and 16, T. 14 N., R. 19 E., C.R.M. from the Northway

Junction Road to unnamed lakes in Section 15. The trail

provided access to a lake in Section 15 and to the sloughs and

lakes to the east. The BLM decided that the proposal was

unwarranted, in view of the fact that access to the lakes and

sloughs was available via Chisana River and slough and stream ;
systems, and that it was unlikely that any of the lakes were '
navigable. Northway Natives, Inc., opposed the easement with

the comment that none of the lakes were considered to Be

navigable. (71) : '

21. Unnamed Lake (Sec. S, T. 13 N., R. 20 E., C.R.M.). McGee
reparted that the Native name of this lake is "Fish Lake."
Citing Kenneth Albert of Northway Village as his source of
information, McGee wrote that the lake is used for muskrat
hunting. (72) In 1975, it was reported that a trail extended
from the Alaska Highway (NE%, Sec. 3, T. 13 N., R. 20 E.,
C.R.M.) southwesterly to a trapping area in Dog Lake vicinity.
The trail was used by one trapper only. This trapper may have
“.trapped this lake since his trail passes near the lake. (73)

22. Unnamed Lake (Sec. 33 and 34, T. i4 N., R. 20 E., C.R.M.).
Located about 0.25 mile from the Alaska lighway, this lake is
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accessible by land. Muskrat hunting reportedly occurs on the -
lake. _Mche’viSited the lake in 1975, and found no '
improvements alang the lake. (74) Also in.1975, the Alaska

Division of Lands proposed an easement from the Alaska Highway
to the lake in order to provide -access to public waters. .
llowever, no significant recraeational values about the lake were

known. Local sportsmen did not identify it 2s a recreational

~water body. (75) '

23. Unnamed Lake -(Sec. 29 and 30, T. 14 N., R. 20 E.
C.R.M.). Visiting the lake in 1975, McGee did not find
improvements along the lake. le noted that the shallowness of

the lake as well as tree stumps in the lake would prove to be
obstructions to navigation. (76) ' '

24. Yarger Lake. Historically, this lake has bLeen uscd lor
subsistence fishing and muskrat trapping. Accessible by land
from the Alaska Highway and a State wayside and campground, the
lake is heavily used by tourists and other people for light
motor boating, canoeing, fishing, 2nd swimming. One resident
of Tok reportedly has trapped muskrats and hunted ducks on the
lake for several years. There is also significant float planc
use on the lake. (77) !

Da Communities’

Because the upper Tanana Indians were primarily cngaged in
subsistence activities, and thus required to make seasonal
journeys to favorite hunting, trapping, and fishing. camps, the
Indian cowmunilics in the Nabesna and Chisana river valleys

.were occupied OnlyJiEterTiP}§££%X{“ When McKennan visited the
area in 1929-30, he mentiorned villages at Cross Creek, Last
Tetlin, Tetlin, and Nabesna. lle emphasized the point that none

were occupied cortinually throughout the yenrt: "Terling {sic],

. the most permaner® of the group, was not octipied in the _
- aggregate more than four months out of the twelve, while Cross

Creek Village was entirely deserted some years, as it was in
1929." (78) TFifteen years later, R.L. Jennings would also note
the scasonal occupation of the villages, describing Northway
Village as a place of 17 homes which were occupied only seven
months of the year. In the meaantime, the people were at
trapping, fishing, and hunting camps. (79) . . :

White communities in the upper Tanana area include Reliance
City, Gasoline City, Chisana, Nabesna, and Northway. At the-
present time, only Northway warrants the designation of
community, the other non-Native towns having ‘long since been
abandoned. ' :

A description of cach settlement in the Nabesna .and Chisana
river valleys follows: f o R .




In February 1908 a U.S. Geological Survey party reported
the locatioa of "Sargent's Cabin" on Camp Creek and an
Indian village at the mouth of Cooper Creek. (80) The
cabin was the home of D. C. Sargent, who represented Henry
Bratoober in a number of mining claims in the Nabesna
River valley. According to McKennan, a band of 16 Indians,
including men, women and children, had a winter camp near
the mouth of Cooper Creek. An earller village was located .
oa the Nabesna River two miles upstream, also on the east
bank of the river. The original village was on the west
bank of the river, at the mouth of Platinum Creek. (81)

Nabesna, a mining town, is lccated near Jacksina Creek.

The town was founded in the late 1920's when miniong of

lode gold near White Mountain began. The town is presently
abandoned. Near Orange Hill, a copper~m1n1ng communlty

was xeportedly founded in the early 1970's. (82)-

Northway, a former Army Air Corps statlon, was . founded in

1942 with the construction of an aviation field and facilities
for 13 officers and 140 enlisted men. (83) After World War
II, the Civil Aeronautics Adminstration maintained the
station. Now maintained by the Federal Aviation Agency,

the station is.an important air base in eastern Alaska.

Nabesna Village, located about six milés -above the mouth

“of Nabesna River, on the west bank, is probably one of the-
oldest Indian villages on the rlver . The village may have

been called "Khiltats™ in 1907. Early trading posts of
Northway, Newton, Hajdukovich, Kessler, and others may

have been located.near the village. Ia 1945, the population

of the village coasisted of 96 Indians and one non-Native. (84)
"The village may have been moved to Northway Village in

1947, perhaps due to Nabesna River floods. (85)

Charlieskin Village and Kathakne, locally referred to as
"Fish Camp," are located near Fish Lake in the lower reach
of the Nabesna River. The U.S. Geological Survey ceported
the local names in 1954 and 1955, respectively. (86} In
1930, HcKennan reported the exlstence of the summer camp:

as "Flsh Camp," or as it was referred to locally, "the old
village"; he believed that the settlement was. older than
the village vhich had developed near t'e two trading posts
near the mouth of the river, but observed too that it had
"every appearance.of being relatlvely recent." (87) Each

. year, from May.to July, Indians occupied the camp to catch
whltefzsh and other fish which migrated from the lakes:

into the main river. (88)

Rellance Clty was located on the Tanana Rlver a few miles
.below tha mouth of Nabesna Rlver The town was founded in
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1913 when the steamboat Reliance, unable to proceed, up the
Nabesna or Chisana rivers, landed passengers and freight
there. The town was virtually abandoned by October 1914,
when oaly two people remained at the place. (89)

; Followlng a survey of Nabesua River by helicopter in July

1974, representatives of Grumman Ecosystems Corporation
reported the existence of hunting and mining settlements
near the headwaters of the river. Several cabins aad
-‘lodges were located on the Nabesna Road along Jack Creek.
No cabins or camps were observed on the river below the
mouth of Jack Creek. Improvements in the lower reaches of

- Nabesna River were confined to the last 10 miles of the .

river, where Northway, Nabesna Village, and Northway

"Indian Villagc are located. (90)

On Chisana River, settlements have been located on Chathenda

" Creek, Gardiner Creek, Cross Creek, and near Scottie’

Creek. Chisana, 2 mining community, is located in the
headwaters of the river, near Chathenda Creek. The town
was established in 1913 during the Chisana gold rush. At
the height of the rush, the population of the town was

- about 300. Perhaps less than half that number remained in

the town during the winter of 1913-14. In 1964, the place
had a summer population of about five. (91) :

In the 1920°s, a trading post was‘estsilished on Gardiner
Creek. Herman Kessler, who operated the post, traded

primarily with the Scottie Creek Iadians..

Located about six.miles below Scottie Creek, Gasoline City
was founded in 1913 as stampeders ascended the Chisana
River to the new strike at Chisana. In October 1913, the
town had a population of about 150. (92) . The place was

_probably abandoned shortly after the Chisana gold rush.

& U.S. Geologlcal Survey party in. 1908 and McKennan in
1930 reported the existenoce of an Indian community on
Cross Creek, opposite the mouth of Notch Creek, where a
few families had their winter houses. The winter village
was inhabited by the same Indian band that had a winter
village on the upper Nabesna River. The village was moved
to Nabesna Vlllage or Northway Village in 1951 (93)

In July 1974, representatives of Grumman Ecosystems.Corporation

“surveyed the entire river by helicopter. With the exception

of Chisana and developments along the Alaska Highway, no

~cabins or camps;teb were observed on the Chisana River.

(94)
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E.. Water Transportation

Regular freight boat traffic on the Nabesna River has been
limited to the lower reaches. From the late 1900's to the
1940's; traders supplied their posts near Nabesna Village by
boat. In the early 1940's, with the construction of an
aviation field at Northway, small river boats of 45-ton
capacity ascended. Tanana River from Big Declta to the Nabesna
Rivef, and then up the Nabesna River approximately seven miles
to the Northway garrison. (95)

" There is no history of regular freight boat traffic on the
Nabesna River above Northway. Moreover, there is no evidence
that freight boat traffic on this stretch of the river is even
possible: In 1905 and again in 1913, miners tested the river

'as a steamboat route to prospects in. the headwaters, and. each
time met with'failu:e )

The ‘first attempt to ascend the upper Tanana River and the
Nabesna River in a steamboat occurréd in the fall of 1905.
Having prospected the headwaters of the White and Copper rivers
with some success in past years, llenry Bratnober, a mining
engineer, decided to investigate the Tanana Rlver as a
practicable route to the north Wrangell Mountains, and in 1905
had the steamboat Ella built at Whitchorse, Cannda, especially
for -the trip. (96) “Accompanied by Carl F. Whitham; D, C. YBud"
Sargent, George C. Wilson, and.-other prospectors on the Ella,
Bratnober ascended the Tanana River to the Nabesna River, and
then ascended the Nabesna River for a distance of 10 to 15‘
miles. The prospectors then disembarked, and waited for winter

. when they would be able to transport their outfits over Lhc
river ice to Camp Creek. (97) -

The Bratnober party subsequently proschLLd on the Nabesna and
Chisana rivers, and discovered copper near the head of the
Nabesna River which they develoﬁed-to a Llimited extent in 1906,
1907, and 1908. There is no evidence, however, that Bratnober
or hiis associates attempted to ascend the upper Tanana River or
the Nabesna River again. According to George C. Wilson,
prospectors representing Bratnober reached the.Nabsena River
claims by following the Gulkana- Chisana Lrall a braach of the
Valdez- -Eagle Trall (98) '

The, success of the Bratnober party in locating copper an the
Nabesna River attracted other prospectors to the area.” Most
entered the country by way of the White River, the

McCarthy- Chisana trails, or the branch trail of the
Valdez-Eagle Trail. Only a few took the Tanana River- Nabesna
River route. Those who did take the river, chose not to take
it again when the opportunity presented itself. One prospector
named Walter Fisher had such an opportunity. In 1905, Fisher
portaged from the Fortymile River to Tanacross on the Tanana
.River. At Tanacross, a major stop on the Valdez-Fairbanks
Trail, he obtained a poling boat and ascended the Tanana
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River to the Nabesna River. Whether Fisher ascended the
Nabesna River in the poling boat or simply took the Nabesna
River trail is not known. In any case, he spent the summer of
- 1905 prospecting in the headwaters of the Nabesna and Chisana
rivers. In 1907, Fisher returned to the upper Tanana River
area, but this time toock a differeat route. He ascended the
Tanana River on “he steamboat White Seal to Tanacress, and then
took the Valdez-' virbanks Trail te Mentasta From Mentasta, he
followed the branch trail to Lhe héadwaters of the Nabesna

River. (99)

"Following the ascent of the Bratnober party on the Ella in
1905, the upper Tanana river witnessed little boat traffic.
‘During the late 1900's and early 1910's James Northway ‘made
about five trips upriver on the TalLkin, carrying each time more
~than six tons of f{reight to isolated trading posts on llealy

~"-River and Nabesna River. (100) Few prospectors were willing to

ascend the swift Tanana River before the Chisana gold rush. As
one newspaper observed: '

Every year a few prospectors have becn ‘taking
out grubstakes, by sniping along the rim rock.
The great expense of getting outfits in the
" country made extcnsive prospecting or the
sinking of holes to bedrock . any distancge
prohibitive....to pole up such a swift river as
_the Tanana from Fairbanks has been a task too
difficult _ and = expensive to attract’ many
prospectors. (101)

. The Chisana. gold rush of 1913 would, however, charge that -
situation radically. An hitherto isolated and llLtlc known
~area would be swarming w1th prospectors

The Chisana rush sparked,the first serious attempt to establish
.. boat traffic on the upper Tanana River. Alerted to the i
possibility that the Chisana district might prove rich, several
transportation companies and many individuals set out from
Fairbanks to Lhe new strike in sternwheel and sidewheel

steamboats, gasoline launches, and poling boats. . Perhaps as
many as 300 people left Fairbanks for Chisana in July, August,
and September 1913. Some ascended the river in their poling

boats and-launches; and somc took passage ou the commercial

- carriers of the Northern Navigation Company and the
American-Yukon Navigation Company. In that case, the
prospectors paid a $100 fare and agreed to cut wood for the
steamboats. Freight rates were $250 to $350 per ton with a
limit of 1,000 pounds per man. (102) In rcturn, the companies
promlsed to transport the prospectors and their outflts upriver
as far as possxble : :
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Of the 21 Loats, excluding poling boats, that are known to have
left Fairbanks for Chisana in the summer and fall of 1913, only
four --- the Reliance, the Tetlin, the Marathon, and the Habel
---reached the confluenue of the Nabesna and Chlsana rivers.
Four and perhaps six stcambeats, namely the Tana, the Samson,
the S & S, the Martha Clow, and possibly the Zodiak, and the
Shushana, proceeded upriver abeove Tanacross bhefore forced into
winter quarters. (103) The remainder wintered at lower river
points or returned to Fairbanks. Once it was learned that the
“Chisana district was not as rich or extensive as first-
supposed, the steamboats on the upper Tanana River rctnrnrd to
'Fdlrbdnks in the spring and summer of 1914.

Leaving Fairbarks on AUﬂUSt 6, 1913, and arriving at the mouth
of the Nabesna River on August 16, the Morlhern Navigation
Company's Reliance, reputed to be '"the best shallow water boat
~ - in-Alaska,” (104) was one of the. few steamboats to reach the
headwaters of the Tanana River from Fairbanks during the gold
rush. Considering the mouths of the Chisana and Nabesna rivers
~as unnavigable for steamboats, the officers of the Reliance
discharged 56 passengers at the mouth of the Nabesna River.
The majority of the passengers chose to ascend the Chisana
River in poling boats. But about 20 passengers, anxious to
reach the diggings before all claims were taken up, decided to
take' a trail from the Nabesna River to the Chisana River.
Tetlin Indians h.d advised these stampeders that they could go  *
up the Nabesna River and acress to the Chisana River on foot in
three days, while it would take five days to pole a boat up the
Chisana River. Those who took the overland route followed the
Nabsena River for about seven miles, crossed over to the
Chisana River by way of the Black Hllls, and Lhen followed the
Chisana River to Chisana. (103) '

The officers of the Reliance had indicated that i€ was

impossible for steamboats to enter the mouth of the Nabesna
‘River, and that even poling boats would have a difficult time.
- Prospectors in poling boats and one stcamboat did, however,

ascend the Nabesna River in 1913. Leaving Faxrbanks on July 29

with a party of 18, Captain Northway reached the Nabsena River

with the launch Tetlin in early August. Advised by men

returning from Chisana that it would be 1mp0551ble for the

Tetlin to proceed up the Chisana River, Northway decided to try

the Nabesna River. The Tetlin ascended the river for a

distdnce of 25 to 35 miles before running onto a gravel bar.

The crew subsequently abandoned the steamboat for the winter,
‘while several passengers. traveled overland to the Chisana

diggings. (106) Northway himself prospected awhile on Stuver

Creek, and then went to Chisana. In early October 1913, -he took

the wznter trail to McCarthy and the railroad to Cordova, where he

annouaced his intention to go to Seattle and purchase machinery for

wxnter mining at Chlsana. (107) Several prospectors, who descended




the Nabespa river ia small boats, reported the Tetlin "hopelassly

‘high and dry" .on a gravel bar, but in good condition. (108)

Although there are recorded instances of prospectors leaving
the Chisana district in small boats on the Nabesna River in
1913, the record does not indicate whether these prospectors
actually ascended the river in the boats or, as was commoaly.
done in other gold rushes in Alaska, constructed the boats at
the head of the river and then Lined or floated the boats down
the river. There is, however, one documented case of three
passengers of the Reliance who ascended the Nabesna River in a
pcllng boat. Frank Lawson, Jack Biglow, and J. C. Wood ascended
the river “w1th great difficulty” as far as Sargent's cabin on
Camp Cre=zk. Landing the boat, the three men began td pack over
the divide to the Chisana River. But before reaching the
diggings, they met another party from the Reliance who told
them of poor conditicaos at Chisana. The Lawson party thus
returned to Fairbanks. (109)

The cases of the Ella, the- Tetlln, and several poling boats
represents the exteat of freight boat traffic on the Nabesna

River above Northway in the period 1898-1913. With the development
of land transportation facilities in the headwaters of the

river aftar 1913, use of the Nabesna River as a travel route

" became unnecessary. Today, traffic on the river consists of

hunters, trappers, and fishermen in canoes, small boats, and
rubber rafts: -

According to Jerry W. McGee of the BLM, who visited Northway ‘in
1975, the Nabesna River is used by Natives in connection with
subsistence activities. Historically, the Natives have hunted
and fished on the river "clear to. the accessible headwaters,”
and supplied small villages and fish camps by boats on the
river. At the present time, he observed, the river is used for
the purpose of subsistence (fishing and muskrat trapping) and

"recreation. (110) Native traffic on the Nabesna River appears

to be limited to that stretth of the river below the Black
Hills. In June 1975, Robert L. Jenks of Doyon, Ltd., provided
the BLM with eight statements made by residents of Northway
Village cdncerning their use of certain water bodies. (111)
Collected by Northway Natives, Inc., these statements include
relevant information with respect to Nabesna River. [In their
owr words;: ' ‘

1 have...been, by motor boat, up the Nabesna River for
hunting many times....I can remember, before the Alaska
Highway was built, a store owner at Northway, Herman :
Kessler, hauled hls supplies from Fairbanks to Northway by
Lnboard motor boat. (112)
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[ have traveled by 12' boat and 10 HP motor up the Nabesna
River in the falls of 1973 and 1974 to hunt. I have '
ascended approximately 21 air miles above Northway Village,
I made two trips each year all at least as far as the

Black Hills. One trip we met a 16' boat above the Black

Hills. I plan to ceontinoue these activities while at
Northway. (113) ‘ ' ‘

I have been traveling up Nabesna River by motor boat for’
the last 28 years, about 35 miles (river miles) up. (114)

I have traveled down Nabesna River from Northway Village
and up the Chisana River.... (115)

I for myself & other elders that still live here in Northway,
have used the Nabesuna River for many years. It was our
way of getting to and from places: Tetlin, Tanacross and

also to Nabesna Village. To get to Tetlin, Tanacross or

Delta Area, we have to go down Nabesna River to get to
Chisana River. (116) :

Unlike the Nabesna River, the Chisana River has a long bistory
of freight boat traffic.

A trading post near Gardiner Creek
was supplied by boats during the 1920's and 1930's. During the

Chisana gold rush of 1913, a large number of people ascended
the river as far as Chathenda Creek in poling boats. According.
to Stephen R. Capps of the U.S. Geological Survey: -

On the circulation.of the report that rich placer discoveries
had been made in the Chisana basin, a considerable number

of men made their way up Tanana and Chisana rivers by

launches and ‘small boats. Uader favorable conditions

launches may be taken up these rivers as far as the horth
front of the Nutzotin Mountdins, and boats were lined or

poled all the way up to the mouth of Chathenda Creek. The
route from Fairbanks, the base of supplies, is, however,

long and difficult and, although possible, will never be

an economical route for bringing in supplies. In the fall
of 1914, many persons availed themselves of thi )
‘route, and built boats
Fairbanks. (117)

) 5 water
in which they rowed downstream to

One launch, the Marathon, was frequently used Lo .transport
passengers and their outfits from Relianca City to Gasoline .
City in the fall of 1913.. As the gold rush waned, the owners.
returned the launch ‘te Chena in October 1913. & steamboat, the
Habel, reportedly wintered on the Chisana River about 60 miles
from its mouth; it too returned to Fairbanks, in.May 1914. (118)

In recent times,

, the Chisana River is heavily ﬁsed'by Natives
of Northway Villa

ge. In 1975, many residents of Nocrthway -
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Village reported their use of Lhe Chisana River in boats
Their statements are as follows:

I was born on the Chisana River near the mouth of Gardner
(sic) Creck when my family and other pcople from Northway
‘were hunting. Since then I have traveled the Chisana
River many times a year by motor boat, going all the way
to the mouth of Scotty (sic) Creck. (119)

A

1 have...traveled up the Chisana River, about 90 river
miles up, starting at Northway Village. Every year most
. of.my lifc we go up Chisana River by motor boat, maay
N times past mouth of Mirror Creek. (120) o

. T have traveled down Nabesna River from Northway Village
., and up the Chisana River to our house at 10-Mile, a house
: i at Stuver Creek, to a camp and house at the mouth of
“Gardner (sic) Crcek every year for over 50 years hy motor

Loat.... The only way we could got supplics to our camps
was by river boat in the early 1900's.... We hunt moose

every year up the Chisana River all the way to Gardner _
~ (sic) Creek. We still use the Chisana River to transport ]
- supplies & food to our various houses and camps.... I am |
72 years old. T have traveled the Chisana Rlvcr wlth my
husband and family. (121)

Every year I have traveled up the Chisana River, all my
life. My family has lived at 10-Mile camp year around
when I was young. The river was the only way to get food:
and supplies up there.... I still travel the Chisana
River. . I have a 40 acre Native allotment near 10-Mile

camp. The river is still the only way we get supplles up
there. (122)

I have traveled up the Chisana River by motor boat maay
‘times a year, all my life. With my folks when I was
small. For fishing and hunting. I have been up further
than the mouth of Scotty (sic) Creck..... I have helped
other people haul supplles up to camps and cablns along
the river. {123)

I have traveled the Chisana River by motor boat from the
Chisana River bridge to Hillside Lake numcrous times since
I was 3 years old. I am now 26 years old.... My family
has a house at 10-Mile which is used -at various seasons of

the year.... We carried supplies and food by river boat on
the Chlsana River to the house at, 10 Mxle numerous times.
_(12&) :

I have traveled Qp Chisana River by river boat all my . : :
life, first with my folks and later by myself and with my ‘ . '
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family, for hunting, hauling supplies to our camps ‘and our
house at 10-Mile. We also go up river to stay at our fish
camp. We go up much further than the mouth of Scotly
(sic) Creek. (125) ' -

¥, Land Transportation

The upper Tanana River is presently scrved by two primary
roads: the Glenn lighway and the Alaska llighway. The Nabesna
Road extends from Slana on the Glenn Highway to the Nabesna .
Mine near the headwaters of Nabesna River. The Northway
Junction Road extends from Northway Junction on the Alaska
. Highway to Northway Village near the mouth of Nabesna River.

Before the construction of the Alaska Highway and the Glenn
llighway in the 1940's, the upper Tapana River area was
generally rcached by miners by way of three routes: -the White
River route, the McCarthy route, and the Gulkana route. All
three had been traversed and mapped by the Geological Survey in
the 1890's and 1900's. In 1891, Dr. C. W. Hayes and.Lt.
Frederick Schwatka entered the area by way of the Yukon and
White.rivers, and left by way of Scolai Pass and the Chitina

- River. In 1898, Alfred H. Brooks and William Peters also
entered the area via the White River route, but then descended
the Chisana and Tanana rivers to Tamacross on the Valdez-Eagle

. Trail., In the following year, Brooks and Peters returned to
the area, again taking the White River route but lecaving by way
of Nabesna River and the Tanana River. '1n the same year, Oscar
Rohn reached the area by way of Chitina River and Nizina
Glacier; he then crossed the heads of Chisana and Nabesna
rivers to the upper Copper River. Finally, in 1908, F. H.
Moffit entered the area from the headwaters of the Copper
River, and left by way of Scolai Pass and Chitina River.

During the 1900's and 1910's, the White River was the customary
route for prospectors and miners bound for the heads of the
White and Chisana rivers. - Many prospectors from Dawson and
Whitehorse ascended the White River as far as the Donjek River,
and then f{ollowcl one of several trails to the mining section-.
I1f freight-'was to be taken into the -'section, the miners
generally took the government-constructed wagon road from
Whitehorse to Lake Kluane, where several trails led into the

* mining section. The Gecological Survey believed this route to
be the most practicable if freight was to be taken into the
mining section: "The trail from White Horse is probably the
easiest and best way of reaching either the White or the
Nzbesna with stock in summer if case of traveling is
considered." (126) According to one 1912 report, between 80
and 90 tons of freight were transported annually on the White
River route at an average cost of 25 cents to 35 cents per

. pound. (127) Ia the winter of 1912-13 the Scolai Mining

" ‘Company transported three tons of copper to the smelter
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since 1913, under the direction of the Alaska Road Commission
in 1929. (146) Another aviation field is located near Orange’
Hill, near the site of recent copper-mining operations in. the
headwaters of Nabesna River. The third aviation field, located
at Northway, was originally 350-by-5,300 feet. Two years later
the Civil Aeronautics Administration extended the field to
7,500 feet'and paved the runway. The field was suitable for
cargo transport airplanes. (147) At the present time, the
airport is uscd for all airplane tralfic in thc arca. (FAE)

In 1929- 30 the Alaska Road Commission supervised Gus Johnson
ia the constructlon of an aviation field near the Nabesna Hine.
This fleld was used by pioneer aviator Bob Reeve in the early
1940's to transport equipment from Nabesna Mine to Northway.

Reeve was contracted by Morrison-Knnudsen Company, which had a
contract with the Civil Aeronautics Administration to improve

“the-Norcthway ficld, to transporl equipment by airplane to

Northway. The equlpment was transported from Valdez to

- Nabesna, then loaded on wagons and hauled by cat tractors over

five miles of muskeg to Reeve's civer bar landing field. In a
five-month period, Reeve transported 300 people and 1,100 tons
of equipment by airplane from the river bar to Northway (149)

Small_éircréft with pontoons have reportedly landed on the
Nabesna River near Northway and on the Chisana River near

‘Gardiner Creek. One airplane made a forced landing in Jacksina

" Canyon in 19%33;.it was subsequcntly hauled about 20 miles to 2

point near the Nabesna Mine by a four-horse team. (150Q) Small
airplanes are known to have landed on Gasoline Lake, Dog’
Lake,Dcadman Lake, Fish Lake (ncar Northway), Skate Lake,

-Tontethaimund Lake, and Yarger Lake.

. 1897-98.. the upper Tanana River area was truly one of the most
‘inaccessible areas in eastern Alaska. Beginning in the late

III. CONCLUSION

For nearly three decades after the Klondike Gold Rush of

. 1890's, a few prcspectors and traders reachcd the area by way

of four principal routes: the White River .vute,.the McCarthy
route, the Tanana River route, and the Gulkana route, From the
late 1900 s to the late 1930's, the upper Tanana River was
primarily used by traders from Fairbanks to supply stores on
Tetlin River, and on the lower Nabesna and Chisana rivers.
During the Chisana gold rush of 1913, several hundred
prospectors ascended the Tanana River to its head in small.
‘steamboats, launches, and poling beats. The stampeders proved
that the uppér‘Tanana River, while navigable for shallow-draft
boats, was not a practical route to the Nabesna and Chisana
rivers. The Chisana mining camps werc too distant from
Fairbanks; the upper Tanana River too swiflt 'and treacherous;
and the Chlsana diggings neither rich nor extensive for the
establishment of regular boat service on the upper Tanana’
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River. The transpcrtatlon companies and the mlners thus left
the upper Tanan1 River to the fur traders,

Therein lles the 51gn1f1cance of the Chisana gold rush of 1913.
Finding the Tanana River impractical, miners on the northern.
slopes of .the Wrangell Mountains were forced.to rely upoa the

.Whlte River route, the McCarthy route, and the Gulkana route in

gaining access to and in leaving the mining district. None of
these routes were suitable for the development of mlnlng in the
h54dwaters of the Tanana River. All were nothing more than
crude trails in the wilderness; all required traveling 100
miles or more from major towns to the sitc of the mining
operations. The White River route was probably ‘the most
feasible of the three; but.the collection of duties on the
International Boundary made that route unpopular. The
McCarthy-Chisana summer and winter trails were the shortest
routes to the mining section; but travel on both trails was
very dangerous. Aside from the problems of crossing turbulent
glacier streams, travelers on the summer trail often found the.
Scolai Pass blocked Ly deep snow in the spring and early summer
and the winter trail had to be rehabilitated each year as a
result of glacier movement. These shortcomings would.
eventually lead to the improvement of the Gulkana trail.

The development of transportation facilities in the Copper

River rEglon favored the ultimate improvement of the Gulkana
trail.” "The completlon of the Copper River and Northwestern
Railway in 1911 and the coanstruction of the Chitina-Copper
Center road permitted railway access to the ice-free port of

_Cordova. The improvement of the Richardson Road for wagon

traffic in the 1910's and motor traffic im the 1820's resulted

in lower freight transport rates. With the construction of

aviation fields on the upper Nabesna and Chisana rivers in
1929-30, and the construction of the Nabesna Road in 1929-33,
mining in the upper Tanana River area was given new life, as

evidenced by the operations of the Nabesna Mining Corporation
in the 1930's and 1940's.

Following the construction of the Nabesna Road, it waa.only a
matter of time before the upper Tanana River would also be

linked by road to southern ocean ports. World War IT, however,

hastened the day. With the construction of the Alaﬁka Highway
to Fairbanks, and the Glenn Highway te Anchorage, the upper
Tanana River was at last made accessible’to markets at Valdez,
Anchorage and Fairbanks. And the construction of the Northway

aviation field brcught the modern air age to the upper Tanana
River"area. :

The history of mining and transportation in eastern Alaska
explains why the upper Tanana River never became a major
thoroughfare, but it does not fully explain why-the Chisana
River and not the Nabesna River witnessed freight boat traff1c
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To find the answer, one must look to the physical .
characteristics of the two rivers. [t would be improper Lo.say
that the two rivers have the same physical characteristics.

The degree of similarity actually goes no farther than the fact

that both vivers have their origins in hluu;gr., that both

‘exhibit similar flow characteristics according to the seasons,

and in summer months, according to daily weather conditions;
and that both are braided in the mountain section. Otherwise
the rivers are quite unique. The Nabesna River exhibits a
braided character throughout its course above Northway; the
Chisana River has a well-defined channcl f{rom its mouth to a

‘point near Scottie Creek. DBelow the‘NutZQtin Mountains, ‘the

Nabesna River deucends 43 miles at an averape rate of 6.5 feet
per mlle, the Chisana River descends 61l miles at an average
rate of 3.2 feet' per mile. The Nabesna szer has been
desgribed as "swift"; the Chisana River, as "sluggish.”

Taking these considerations into account, it becomes clear why

"one river and not the other was used as a freight boat route.

During the Chisana gold rush, a large number of stampeders
ascended the Chisana River 1n ‘poling boats as far as Scottie
Creek, and some lined or poled boats to Chathenda Creek. At
least one party took advantage of the rush to transport Ere1ght

cand passengers in the launch Miarathon from the mouth of the

river to a place near Scottie Creek. During the 1920's and
1930's, traders llajdukovich and Kessler ascended the Chisana
River in freight boals to Gardiner Creck and possibly to
Scottie Creek. .In more recent times, Natives have ascended the
river in small boats as far as the foot of the.HNutzotin.
Mountains.

In the case of the ‘Nabesna Rlver,-the historical record reveals
some freight boat traffic to trading posts near Nabesna Village
from the 1900's to the 1930's, and to Northway during the early
1940's. For points beyond Northway, the hlstorlcal record

indicates several attempts to ascend the river in launches, at .

least one successful effort to ascend the river in a poling
boat, and.several prospectors leaving the mining section in
boats. All in all, the record suggests that the river above
Northway is su1table for small boat traffic only. Im 1905,
Henry Bratnober ascended the river in the steamboat Ella Eor a
distance of 10 to 15 miles. ‘In 1913, James Northway ascnnded
the river in the launch Tetlin for a distance of 25 o 35
miles. Also in 1913, a party of prospectors ascended the river
"with great difficulty'" in a poling boat as far as Camp Creek.
The Bratnober and Northway cases illustrate the unsuitability
of the Nabesna River for small steamboat traffic. The 1913
case of a poling boat ascending the river suggests that the
small freipght boat traffic on this stretch of the river is
possible, but not practical.
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In view of the great many opportunities for the establishment

of freight boat traffic on the Nabesna River, the absence of"

such evidence is particularly instructive. Before -and after

the Chisana gold rush, prospectors could have used the Nabesna
River to obtain supplies from traders on the lower Nabesaa

River.  In- 1942, contractors-building the Northway aviation

field could have transported personnel and equipment to the
coastruction site in boats. In every case, however, .the oppertunities
were not realized. The fact that the builders of the Northway
field used every established transportation route---the Tanana
River, the Nabesna River trail, and the Nabesna Mine and Northway
aviation fields---except the Nabesna River itself lends additional
weight to the view that the river is not a practical route for

the transportation of fraight. ' '

The unsuitability of the Nabesna River above Northway for
freight boat traffic has some bearing on the question whether
the Chisana River above Scottie Creek is also practical for
freight boat traffic. For this stretch of the Chisana River
has physical characteristics similar to the Nabesna River. We
know that the upper Chisana River is swift and braided. We
‘also know that prospectors ascended this stretch of the river
in poling boats to Chathenda Creek during the Chisana gold
rush. . Given our knowledge of the physical characteristics of
the upper Nabesna and Chisana rivers, and the difficulty of
boat travel on the upper Nabesna River, we may conclude that
boat travel on the upper Chisana River is possible but not
Practical. The possibility of freight boat traffic on the
‘upper Chisana River, especially in the canyon sectioa where the
full force of the river is concentrated in a narrow channel and
where the stream gradient is exceptionally high over a short
distance, confounds the -imagination. ‘

The numerous lakes and creeks in the lower reaches of the .

Chisana and Nabesna rivers have been primarily used for the e
purpose of hunting, fishing, and trapping. Some of the large

lakes near Northway Village and the Alaska Highway have also

been used for recreation purposes. Small boats, on the order

of canoes, have been used on most of the larger lakes; and

small airplanes with pontoons have frequently landed on Fish

Lake near Northway, Skate Lake, Yarger Lake, and Deadman Lake.

Most of the lakes are accessible only by land.

We have found no evidence in the historical record of freight
boat traffic on'the numerous lakes and creeks. tloreover, we
have found no evidence to-suggest that freight boat traffic on
these "lakes and creeks is possible. All of the lakes and - _
creeks are shallow and small; the lake shores generally coasist
of marsh; the surrounding country is either hilly or wetland;
and most lakes are landlocked. With the exception of Moose

. Creek "and possibly Mark Creek, none of the lakes and creeks
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have been used as a travel route. While Moose Creek has been
used as a route to Chisana River, its shallow depth, narrow .
channel, and close proximity to the Northway Junction Road -
precludes its use for freight boat traffic. The same
considerations apply to Mark Creek.. 3

Iv.

A.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the upper Tanana River, from

Tanacross to the confluence of Nabesna and Chisana rivers,
be determined navigable on the basis of susceptibility.

It is recommended that the Nabésna River from its mouth to

~Northway be determined navigable on the basis of .

susceptibility.  It.is further recommended that the
Nabesna River from Northway to Nabesna Glacier and all

_tributaries of the Nabesna R1vor be detcrmlned

non—nav1gable

It is recommended that the Chisana River from its mouth to
Scottie Creek be determined navigable on the basis of
susceptibility. It is further recommended that the
Chisana River from Scottie Creek to its head and all
tributaries of Chisana River be determined non-navigable.

It is recommended that all lakes and creeks affected by
Northway Natives, Inc., selection appllcatlons F-14912 A
and B under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act be
determined non-navigable.
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