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' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : Fi l e s  

FROM : Realty Special is t  

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 1 

In reply re fe r  to:  
2650.58 (932) 
F-14824 

SUBJECT: Inland Navigable Waters, Akiak select ion area. 

The Easement and Navigability Task Force met on November 13, 1975, t o  
consider easements and navigable waters for Akiak. 

The following water bodies were considered t o  be navigable by reason 
of Travel, Trade, and Commerce. 

Kuskokwim River - Tidal influence extends t o  Tuluksak. 

ICuskokuak Slough - Also t i d a l .  

The following water bodies a r e  subject to  t i d a l  influence. 

Reindeer Slough 
Mishevik Slough 
Kisaralik River - Upstream t o  major fork i n  stream in 

S.13., T.9N., R.67W., S.M. 

The Gweek River, i n  t h i s  select ion area,  is not n a v i g a b l e s s u b j e c t  t o  
t i d a l  influence. 

Buy U .S .  Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 2 

TO : Files DATE: 

PROM : Realty Specialist 
In reply refer to: 
2650.58 (932) 
F-14824 

SUBJECT: Task Force Meeting 

The Task Force met on November 13, 1975, to consider the easements in 
the Akiak (F-14824) selection. 

The following easements were considered and favorably recommended by 
the Task Force: 

7 C4 Airstrip on right bank of KisarMik River approxi- &r$m/p /S 
mately 20 miles southeast of Akiak. Task Force ,vof & / ~ , n /  
recommends airstrip be reserved if it is within 
village selection area. Anchorage District office -22zzz£3* 
is sending further information on location and size. 

8 C4 Primary corridor no. 13, which would reserve each 
section the corridor passes through and would accomo- 
date oil and gas pipeline and highway. 

9 Dl Trail from Akiak heading southeast along Kishrhlik River 
to public lands. Recommend a 25-foot trail easement. 

The following easements are - not approved: 

1 Dl, C3 A 25-foot trail from Akiak to Tuluksak and north along 
the Kuskokwim River. Local people use the river and 
it serves as a reasonably direct route, so no easement 
needed. 

2 Dl, D9 A 25-foot trail from Akiak to Yukon River. ETF has 
selected another route to service, this same general 
area, so no easement is needed. 

tra &id 
3 K 25-foot continuous .&reWmceasement along 

Kisarhlik River. Task Force recognizes need'for this 
easement but prese t cr teria does not ermit it 
u*d*L;*&&r;&- 

4 D9, Dl A 25-foot trail easeEent from ~kialhak to Yukon River. 
Not in selection area, so it was not considered for 745. 
Akiak but this recommendation was adopted for Akiachak. 

A streamside easement for the Kwethluk River. This 
was not considered as it was outside the selection area. 

Buy U . S .  Savings Bonds Regular& on the Payroll Savings Plan 



A 25-foot t ra i l  from Tuluksak to Aniak. This t r a i l  
i s  not in  the selection area, therefore not considered. 

A 25-foot continuous shoreline easement along Gweek 
River. This need is recognized by the Task Force, but 
present criteria does not permit it .  

The navigable water considerations for Akiak i s  under separate memo. 



A 25-foot t r a i l  from Tuluksak to Aniak. This t r a i l  
i s  not i n  the selection area, therefore not considered. 

A 25-foot continuous shoreline easement along Gweek 
River. This need i s  recognized by the Task Force, but 
present cr i ter ia  does not permit it .  

The navigable water 
- . .  . . .--. ___"_^+^  
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I 
-, . i A U IN I C P L I  R E F E I  TO: 

?Jnib~# States Department of the Interior . 2651 (941) JAN _ '5 ! 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT F-148244 (~nch . )  

S t a t e  Office 
,udu ot L ~ ~ C I  bidnagemofit 555 Cordova S t r ee t  

AncboraSn' ' Iah Anchorabe, Alaska 99501 

M r .  Ivan M. Ivan, Chainnan 
Land Selection Committee Kisaralik River System &N 1 4 1976 
Kokarmuit Corporation Final Summary Report 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 I' Attachment 3 

Dear M r .  Ivau: I I 

The v i l l a g e  se lec t ion  application and p r io r i t y  l i s t i n g  f o r  Akiak has 
been received i n  our off ice .  The application was f i l e d  under sect ion 
12(a) of t he  Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. The following t ab l e  
shows the t o t a l  acreage f o r  each se lec t ion  a s  determined by t h i s  pre- 
liminary review: 

A p p l i q t i o q  BLM 
Selection . -- n c = a I  : ' ' ac<eag'e * sect ions  

A 

F i r s t  Selection 97,718.6 99.623 355 

,17,457.9 18,292 Second Selection 25 

Third Selection 11,840.0 11,840 - 
Fourth Selection 14.846.2 15.246 - - 

There were some differences  in acreage considerations a s  we checked your 
se lec t ion  against  our records. This is due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  we must use 
the acreage f igures  t h a t  a r e  shown on the protracted surveys on f i l e  in 
t h i s  off ice .  Any acreage differences w i l l  be  s e t t l e d  a t  the  time af 
f i n a l  survey. 

During t h i s  preliminary review, a t o t a l  of 5,900 acres of t he  Kusbkwia 
Biver were excluded from your application a s  navigable water. An 
administrative determination has not been made on those portions of t he  
Kasigluk River, Kisaral ik  River, Kuskokuak Slough, Reindeer Slough, 
Kuskokwim Slough, Reindeer River, Kuskokuak River, Mishevik Slough, 
Gweek River, and Lake 223 you have ident i f ied  a s  being navigable. 
However, the  Alaska Easement and Navigability Task Force met recent ly  OE 
recommendations f o r  your area,  and a copy of t h e i r  proposals wFU be 
furnished t o  you when available. I f  the r i ve r s  and/or lake a r e  
determined t o  be navigable, you w i l l  not be charged f o r  the  acreage. 



You did not  exclude from your application Native allotment AA-8966-B 
containing 40 acres  located i n  sect lon 7, T. 8 N.,  R. 66 W., Seward 
Meridian. However, we have excluded it from your t o t a l  acreage per t he  
introduction of your application which s t a t e s  t ha t  it is your in ten t ion  
t o  not top f i l e  Native allotments. I f  t h i s  is not your wish, please 
no t i fy  us. 

Field  examination has shown tha t  several  Native allotments previously 
located i n  your select ion area a r e  now outside the se lec t ion  area. The 
acreage involved has been included i n  your t o t a l  entitlement. Subject 
allotments a r e  l i s t e d  below f o r  your fur ther  information: 

Se r i a l  No. Application Location 
I 

Present Location 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

F-13269 sec. 15, T. 9 N., R. 68 W. sec. 21, T. 9 N,, R. 68 W. 

F-17100 sec.  13, T. 8 N:, R. 66 W. sec. 18, T. 8 N.. R. 65 W. 

F-16724-A secs. 29 & 30, T. 12 N., sec. 26, T. U N., R. 67 W. 
R. 67 W. 

Several other Native allotments which you excluded have been relocated,  
but remain within your select ion area. The acreage has been excluded 
from your t o t a l  entitlement. These a r e . l i s t e d  below: 

S e r i a l  No. Applicat'ion Location Present Location BLM Acreage Excluded 

Seward Meridian. Alaska 

F-15913-B secs. 22 6 27, T. 10 N., secs. 22 6 23, T. 10 N., 110 
R. 67 W. R. 67 W. 
(shown i n  sec. 27 a s  F-15913) 

F-033569 secs. 8 & 9, T. 9 N., secs. 9 & 16, T. 9 N., 160 
R. 66 W. R. 66 W. 

F-15904 sec. 30, T. 9 N.. R. 66 Y. sec. 19, T. 9 N., R. 66 W. 160 

F-15911 aec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 66 W. secs. 15 & 22, T. 10 N., 160 
R. 66 W. 



Two Native allotments f o r  which you exclude acreage a r e  ac tua l ly  located 
i n  more sect ions  than you exclude. For your records, they a r e  l i s t e d  
below: 

Se r i a l  No. . Application Location Actual Location 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

F-17922-B secs. 10, 15, 16, T.  9 N. ,  R. 67 W. secs. 9, 10, 15, 16, 
T. 9 N. ,  R. 67 W. 

F-15913-A sec. 15, T. 10 N.. R. 67 W. secs. 15, 22. T. 10 N.,  
R. 67 W. 

We excluded the 184.39 acres  contained i n  unapproved U.S. Survey 5068 
f o r  the  townsite pe t i t i on  located i n  sect ion 6, T. 9 N.,  R. 67 W., 
Seward Meridian, and sect ion 31, T. 10 N., R. 67 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

If you have any questions a s  to  the above, or  your appl icat ion i n  
general, we w i l l  be happy t o  hear from you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Chief, Branch of Lands 
and Minerals Operations 



May 9, 1977 

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 4 

Horace Sanders 
Bureau o f  Land Management 
555 Cordova S t r e e t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear M r .  Sanders: 

During t h e  Easement Task Force session on A p r i l  26, 1977, you requested 
i n fo rma t ion  on t i d e s  i n  t h e  Kuskokwim River  and several o f  t h e  t r i b u t a r i e s .  

Rae Baxter, f i s h e r i e s  b i o l o g i s t  a t  Bethel  prov ided me with the  f o l l o w i n g  
i n fo rma t ion  regarding t h e  t o p  o f  t i d e  (I assume he meant t i d a l  in f luence) :  

1. Eek R iver  525, T2N, R73W, S.M. 

2. Eenayarak R iver  S1, T3N. R73W, S.M. 

3. Lake System S32, T6N, ' R ~ Z W ,  S.M. 

4. Kwi th luk R iver  SZ5 & 26. T8N, R69W, S.M. 

5. K i sa ra l  i k River  S20 & 29, T9N, R67W. S.M. 

6. Kuskokwim R ive r  S15, T9N. R68W. S.M. 

7. ,Gweek R ive r  S23. TION, R69W, S.M. 

8. P i k m i k t a l i k  R iver  57, T9N, R73W, S.M. 

9. Johnson R ive r  522, T9N, R74W, S.M. 

10. Kutukhun R ive r  S10, T6N. R76W, S.M. 



H. Sanders -2- 

The h i s t o r i a l  used r i v e r s  are  as fo l l ows :  

1. Eek R ive r  - i t s  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  ( i n t o  Goodnews 1 :250,000). 

2. Kuskokwim River  - e n t i r e  l e n g t h  on Bethel  1:250,000 map. 

3. The remainder of t h e  r i v e r s  w i t h  heavy dark l i n e s  on the  
at tached maps. These a r e  Xeroxed copies of 1 :250,000 maps 
reduced by a f a c t o r  o f  5 (Xeroz 5)  on t h e i r  machines 
(Bethel  and Ba i rd  I n l e t  maps). 

Please f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  i f  you need f u r t h e r  in fo rmat ion .  

Access P r o j e c t  l e a d e r  
Hab i ta t  P r o t e c t i o n  Sect ion 

cc: D. Nat ion - ADL, Anchorage 
R. Skoog 
J .  Sexton 
L. Heckert  
B. Fedeler 



Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 5 

S$xb:]tct to va l id  e x i s t l u ~  ri.i,iicri, thi; ia:li:,wl:;::, Surjci'ltrJ ia~un w i l l  9;: 
fn~~ve?;cti i i :  titi: n.?ar f i l turs .  '<:iraii 1ando arc. orily a y > r C i u ~  0:' tiil 
to;al st$ii~~t.; i ' ;  Iail(i5 viiicn are nhcvwn 02,  tile e.ncloSIed Naps. 

4" .Li 2. !iL :*. ........ .. ............ 
om,$cr ionl  1.3, i4, ;;, aaa i t  



, T. d B. Db il. v "2. 
ul f t ionr  1-5 and &-17 

1% fo l la r ing  c * 8 f l a n t m  are hereby r%cumIr&ect fo r  Inclusion i n  tlid 
couvcyaws docusatit under the provlsloas af euetiocl 17(b) of ttra A h n h  
gatire Claima Settlement Act cf December 18, 1971: 

3 i( A etraolutde eauaoaaent tvraty-fivr (23) feet i n  uwidtb on 
boeh buJu 4f tb rrovi&Lm E3aerdik River from it. 
ntoutb ugetrwm t o  wjor fork i n  atr- In Section 13, 
4. 9 W.,  P. 67 ti., S.N. Thmwe,  tram turn fork in 
WttOp 13, T. 3 bl.. 1. 67 W e .  8.H. UWU- thr~~e th* 
r d a r  of the solaction arm a mtr-id* on-t 
twenty-five ( 2 5 )  feet i n  width an both i w d  .nd the 
e n t i r e  bed of the iUoara1ik Rivur. Parpaw i. t o  p rwid r  
pablia uur tm waters n a v i n ~  highly . i p~ i f i c .n t  yrwmt 
r r c r a a t ~ l  unr. 

Art era-t for  8n es i s t i ag  aeeooa tratl t m t j - f i t r .  (25) 
fear i n  width froe Akiu* oar t lecat  aloag th Kiurrlik 
fiiver to public l d m .  P u r p o ~  i a  t o  rllw aceasrrr t o  
public loude nov ilrolatad eaot of Akfrk, 

ii C4 An %am-t for sd u i u t i d g  .eceeo trail, m y - f i v e  (15) 
feet ia width Prw Akbk t o  Akiaelutic. Thp ~ u r p o s e  is t o  
a l lov  aceens be*- thorra two villagsm. 

13 C4, CJ A atr-ide wsplyl~nt twaty-five (25) feet i n  width on 
both hnko of the navtgablo KP6bb.b Lthr t h m a g t  tkt 
aurire sslscttoa. Parpoao in to provide public w e  of 
uatriro !iaviag highly ai@niEicent preaant r r e r e a t i a ~ l  
use .  

A on6 (1) acre sire =-ant in Sectiun 1, T. l U  ~-4.. 
R. 67 W., S.H. on the r igh t  *ba1J. of the X w k ~ k w k  Elver. 
Tbr r f t s  1s for  f n a p i q ,  rtnghg$, a 4  v c t k l a  use. Zu 
addition, &a aaocznont for o propmrrd blceoes t r a i l  tweaty- 
f i v e  (24) f c c t  fn vidtb from the cesupslt~ i n  Seetion 1 
wamtcarly nlou& tnc uorth iirw of S c t i r m  1 t o  publie 
1 a ~ o  in  S e t h  33. P. 11 M.. El. 67 V., S.S. The purpose 
is to allot# acr ras  t o  lands u'ich a r m  aalceted but w i l l  
vlot bu euuvayed i n  the  aorr future  and p.j remai0 p d l i c  
ab a rasulc of the low priority placed on tturae imds by 
the vill&go. 



i~ i; ,\.a eean1pan t o r  riaa irana!>i~rin clrm. of t-~! , t rr~y,  f i ~ u l ,  x:d 
ailrural cesuurccs wliicb ara ti.* pro;~crcc 2 cf rila ;.nit& 
Srarocr or rktici: a r e  i r~tunded f o r  dcli%r$r.;:r:? to th:: rJ!'f.t?~ic 
S c t i t a ~ ;  or ?#:r%c'n A r t i  ;roi;uCw:i \+j. t ! i i ,  i.,;llcuii :,wta.i. 

1 -1, t;1 A twenty-five (25) foot crai i  _Frusb n::iat. C B  io luksak iiad 
rjcr ti1 ialocg rile Aus!.mkd<.ia River. 

2 G I ,  1;9 A twenty-five (25) foot t rai l  Ermu .9kiak t o  che Y;.r:.on 
;.ivar. Psi sl.ter;la~a route !*GI+ sePect-d to wrvir;e <sir;. 
~ , : e ~ ~ ~ . ~ r a l  areu. 

-3, ., f o i i u ~ i ~ i f i  easrmentn War3 aot ~os&lder<dt C ~ C R U B ~  t b q  ~arii IOCRCIF' -. 
uut-sf iill ci i r  aalacci.iii~ al-eia; 

4 .::I >.I h rwerty-.five 2 )  fuos trail ;kndcr.wrtr triisu A~iacl ia i .  to 
t:-~:i Y u b n  Uivor. 

, .. 
d 2.. r l  strd~~iieitlr uassuai?t Por L?I& K w ~ C ~ i l . u ! ~  Rive~r. 

7 ::4 i.iirstri;n ur! ti:r? r l i ; i ~ e  bnnk o f  ti!u :;is;*,ral.'ii iiivir 
u i ? p r c i x : i t l  t>:eilP> (LC!) ~ ! i i & o  snir~?i(?ib(it 05 Aiiiax.. 

.i.;i <;4 A :wt? i . i ty -r ' i~  (25) Coot e ixrms ld~!  ~ A B O U ? B ' . I ~  on lot.!> biri:!l? 

snd l;ii.a bati of ii:s C$!neb Liver. l ? ~ i a  :icr.zzin i5 i+e>c~;,::iwst.i 
,for i ts  l l i ~ k l y  oi{;.:iiiiicoi:f uua 13116 is oa lanr, Ekaf. i s  
s~'.lect~xi by rile vi.iln!;o of !&irk bI l t  is t:Gt ilic:.u(i*d 
w i c 2 & i  I.a>>&': $+~cr i ! ;~ : i  i i!  7.. -23,- %tiCe. 

.. 

. s . '  v t i  i t s  i . i ~ L ; - r e ~ ~ . z c t l ~ ~  B~.OI~:.,~I?;. 

:;uakobaahr Slow&i.i 
.qe.iridear S l o w ~ i ~  
: in'hcvi.k. :i.20ut;ir 

. . 
< ~ : 3 i ) ~ h . &  i < i v i ~  .- ta ?:%.it !:n?i:;Szzy uf 3cc~Ir.z; :Xi,, :, 3 ;..> i!.. G /  :,+. , :" !. 
i r  v - s t  1 for:.. l i . ?  u:ra,sn i l i  ':retion 13, 
..~ ,. . . ..., ,?. 427 %,.* 5.:i. I. " " 



'I'iiia noclce dorm uat cover statutory r@'.uervatious, sucli as ruilrocpds, 
~ i i t c ~ e s .  carzelti, rcl$ira>:. I;.:~'res, ur i!,i,xiiuteu 1-i~.,iitm-.c)f-.~!jiiy. 

Vrictcu cumerkts inuot bo f i l e d  iric!, t h e  Joint  i:edrr&l-.:icdte b i l d  iier 
Plau i~ ln& Caumiseioa, 333 Vest Yourtil Avenue, Suite 4%b, :%-ts!iurin;ce, 
NGPU ~ 3 0 1 ,  uo later tba;t .,-~&.,-u9?7 -..-- . n CO~>:[ of any cni,!mencti. 
al!oulO also be rent to t!ie State Uiruetor, %ilrcclu of Laud :irntigwieut, 
9!;3 Cordova Screct . hncirorage, Blah-1;1 '393.31. 

cc: 
- u3i-A (318) 
- Public  Service (941) 

Public Service (Fairbanks) 



.- :. \ ,  .-. i., ' : =:: 
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Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 6 

Furs::?.l'; t o  t-"_e r io t ice  of g-090s- e.:ser;le!zts o r  KO!..-.rr;ui-t C I-.porat.o; 
i 1  b 3  :7? res?rrred i n  t h e  t i t i e  docunsn ts  c o r i v s : ~ i n ~  l and  t o  t 3 . i ~  Cori:orztion 
7l , - L  t ;  . f o l l ~ - ~ ; i n g  a r e  t h e  com?ents of t ho  9o:lrd. of' U i r e c t g r s :  

* .  ?? ,SS~sn t  I r i e - t l ~  l c a t i o n ,  3 K :.Je i r e  o .~pos?d  t o  t h e  s t r e m s i d e  case2ent  
01' I;.;re?c:r-r'ive (27) f r e t  i n  : .~ id th  on bat '? S a k s  of t'?e nzvi.r:ible K i s a r a l i k  . . .  ., - 

? i v 4 ~  t o  inc?_:.ld-. 5 ' 2 . e  hed f r o ~  i t s  m 0 1 i L i  ups t r e tm  t o  inajor f o r k  i n  s t r z m  
i n  . < = ? t i o n  13, 7 .  93, 2-57 !,<I., S.X. t i e n c e ,  from t h i s  f o r k  i n  S ? c t i o n  17 ,  
'T.??!. 3 67 : J . ,  S.II. 7~pskre:m t!lrouzl~ khe r i=q%inder  of t i e  s e l e c - t i o n  w e a .  
n skr;:xaslde e.isement t:.ranty-f'i?re (25)  f - .e t  i n  width  on  b o t h  bwL<s rind t h n  
*:-I+ ---u-- ; 7.3 ., beii o f t:le :<is::..r%lik R i v e r  f o r  - t ? e  f oilo:,iinr; rct.?,sons:. 

--. 
1) If t h i s  e:s.:?ini;.nt i s  pe r~ . i -k t -d  :mi o.Ier1 t o  t'il:: :p~il~:Lic, ILhe ! i lnz 

7. 
- Y 

"nyiri, -.r,<.i .i.ii:;'i.3r Sa l~?on  t!~:'t s?a:.in and I:%,y t h e i r  d e l i c  3.t e e.;.Ss -.rq1 

3% ~ - 3 . i t l l y  .> - dist5.1.rbed o r  des t ro ie r i .  
T, 2) j u r  S.2minr; m i m a l s  we ??unt o r  t rz? t7.s ;.iiii!c, 3t:~.ver, :+;ol.vs:ine, 
-7 ?ox, o t i s ? ,  X ~ ~ s k r z t s ,  m d  ot?.?r ?iii%.lls n?t?lrg.l  ha7ait:?.t 1:!0illd 
b e  f i r n a t l g  clist1.1.cbed by excess  p u b l i c  u s ?  i ?  t h i s  ease.~.er_t i s  
n-..c;?iSted.. Tlic.>nse numberi 897611, 091753, +337546, A07517 c m  t z . : ~  

3) If tv:~-2t;i-ii.v.: (25) :C~?et e:ise7?er.t l\r:?re per in l t t ed  2nd open t o  t h e  
c u 5 l i c ,  t i le p g l l u t i o n  t h 3 t  thn 1~ubli:c l e a v e s  ~ o u l d  des-tro; o r  
d is t i , rS  s-il.~ion f i s h  e::ss l a i c  a111 fur-he..iri.ny animals.  

--. 
~ . . ?  i c o :  9 ? L ,  f : ! r  a ,  t he  Xok;.~r.mui-t 3ogrd of 9 i r ec t ;o r s  ?r .  
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I j UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
D A T E :  MAR 0 8 1978 

REPLY T O  
ATTN OF: SD 

SUBJECT: Final Easements for the 
Village of Akiak 

memorandum 
In reply refer to: 
2650.58 (932) 
FF 14824 EE 

TO: Chief, Division of Technical Services (941) 

The easement staff met on September 14, 1977, to consider the final 
easement recommendations for lands selected by Akiak Village. Of these 
recommendations, my decision is to have the following easements included 
in the conveyance to Akiak. 

E.I.N. Description 

2 Dl, D9, E An easement for an existing access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from Akiak northerly to the Yukon 
River and public lands. The usage of roads and 
trails will be controlled by applicable State or 
Federal law or regulation. 

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 7 

Jliscussion: Reservation of this trail easement is necessary to 
assure continued public use of this existing trail 
which is part of a complete trail system established 
by the Alaska Road Commission. After traversing 
about seven miles of Akiak selected lands the trail 
joins Akiachak trail easement #2 which continues 
northwesterly to public lands and beyond to the 
Yukon River. Use of this trail will be limited 
primarily to winter travel due to the marshy terrain. 
This is the same easement as 817-E identified by the 
LUPC. 

Discussion: 

A streamside easement twenty-five (25) feet in width 
upland of and parallel to the ordinary high water 
mark on all banks of the Kisaralik River throughout 
the selection area and an easement on the entire bed 
of the non-navigable portion of this river from the 
east section line of Sec. 20, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., 
SM., through the selection area. Purpose is to 
provide for public use of waters having highly 
signifcant present recreational use. 

Reservation of this streamside easement is necessary 
to assure continued public recreational use of this 
waterway. This river has good runs of King, Chum, 
and Silver Salmon. It is also used as an access 
route to public lands for trapping, hunting, etc. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan o,T,oN,,FoR,No, ,, 
(REV. 7-76) 

*l . SiGlW l ! > i i - o - ? - l I - i X )  Xlh!l GSAFPMR(4I CFR) 101-11.8 
501P31Z I 



Discussion: 

Discussion: 

Discussion: 

2  
Fishing and boating a r e  the primary uses occurring 
along the r iver .  This easement w i l l  provide space 
fo r  foot travel,  boat moorage, and other uses associated 
with use and t rave l  on the r iver .  

An easement for  an exis t ing access t r a i l  twenty-five 
( 2 5 )  f e e t  i n  width from Akiak southeasterly paral le l ing 
the Kisaralik River t o  public lands. The usage of 
roads and t r a i l s  w i l l  be controlled by applicable 
S ta te  or  Federal law or  regulation. 

From Akiak t h i s  t r a i l  crosses the Kuskokwim River, 
then traverses the Akiak select ion i n  a southeasterly 
direction.  It w i l l  provide a winter t ravel  route 
between the Kuskokwim River a t  Akiak and public 
lands east  of the v i l l age  selection.  In  connection 
with t r a i l  easement /I2 and Akiachak t r a i l  i I2, t h i s  
t r a i l  a lso f a c i l i t a t e s  access t o  public lands t o  the  
north. Snowmachines a r e  the primary mode of t ravel .  

An easement for  an exisi tng access t r a i l  twenty-five 
( 2 5 )  f ee t  i n  width from Akiak westerly paral le l ing 
the Kuskokwim River t o  Akiachak. The usage of roads 
and t r a i l s  w i l l  be controlled by applicable State  o r  
Federal law or  regulation. 

This t r a i l ,  which provides an in te rv i l lage  t rave l  
route, is only a segment of recommendation /I1 which 
the Alaska Department of Highways said was part  of a 
complete t r a i l  system established by the Road Commission. 
Easement /I1 was not approved. However, t h i s  portion 
is being retained to  assure public access between 
these v i l l ages  on the r iver .  This route is several  
miles shorter than the r iver  route. It also can be 
used when the r iver  i c e  is unsafe. 

A streamside easement twenty-five ( 2 5 )  f ee t  i n  width 
upland of and pa ra l l e l  t o  the  ordinary high water 
mark on a l l  banks of the  navigable Kuskokwim River 
through the Akiak Village selection.  Purpose i s  t o  
provide for  public use of wacers having highly 
s ignif icant  present recreat ional  use. 

The Kuskokwim River has a long his tory of use for  
t rave l ,  trade,  and recreation. Tradit ional summer 
t rave l  i s  by power boat although some recrea t ion is t s  



Discussion: 

Discussion: 

Discussion: 

16 C 

enjoy canoeing and kayaking along the river. In 
winter, travel along the river ice is by snowmobile 
or dogsled. Other recreational uses include fishing, 
photography, wildlife observation, etc. This ease- 
ment will provide space for foot travel, boat moorage, 
and other uses associated with use and travel on the 
river. 

A one (1) acre site easement upland of the mean high 
tide line in Sec. 1, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., SM., on the 
right bank of Kuskokwim River. The site is for 
camping, staging, and vehicle use. 

This site is necessary to facilitate public access 
along the river and will also serve as a trailhead 
for trail easement #14a. The site is located about 
midway between Tuluksak and Akiak and provides the 
only spot for camping along this twenty mile stretch 
of river. 

An easement for a proposed access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from site easement 1\14 westerly 
to public lands in Sec. 35, T. 11 N., R. 67 W., SM. 
The usage of roads and trails will be controlled by 
applicable State or Federal law or regulation. 

This short trail of approximately one-half (112) 
mile is necessary to provide public access to and 
between the public waters of the Kuskokwim River and 
public lands isolated by village selection. If this 
land should later be conveyed to the village this 
easement will no longer be necessary. These lands 
are currently part of an overselection by the village 
and will likely remain in public ownership. 

The right of the United States to enter upon the 
lands herein granted for cadastral, geodetic, or 
other survey purposes is reserved, together with the 
right to do all things necessary in connection 
therewith. 

Standard survey easement. 

Easements for the transportation of energy, fuel, 
and natural resources which are the property of the 
United States or which are intended for delivery to 
the United States or which are produced by the 



4 
United States. These easements also include the 
right to build any related facilities necessary for 
the exercise of the right to transport energy, fuel, 
and natural resources, including those related 
facilities necessary during periods of planning, 
locating, constructing, operating, maintaining, or 
terminating transportation systems. The specific 
location of these easements shall be determined only 
after consultation with the owner of the servient 
estate. Whenever the use of such easement will 
require removal or relocation of any structure owned 
or authorized by the owner of the servient estate, 
such use shall not be initiated without the consent 
of the owner of such improvement; provided, however, 
that the United States may exercise the right of 
eminent domain if such consent is not given. Only 
those portions of these easements that are actually 
in use or that are expressly authorized on March 3, 
1996, shall continue to be in force. 

Discussion: Standard transportation easement. 

In addition to the above easements, the conveyance documents will 
contain periodic coastline easements as required by the Calista Corporation- 
Department of Interior easement agreement. These easements have not 
been identified by the Anchorage District Office as of this time but 
will be identified and included in the conveyance documents in accordance 
with the terms of the agreement. 

Additional information submitted by Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
indicates the Kisaralik River is only tidal upstream to the east section 
line of Sec. 20, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM., and the Kuskokwim upstream to 
the north section line of Sec. 15, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. 

After a thorough review of all recommendations the following change was 
made from the original Notice of Proposed Easements: 

E.I.N. DISCUSSION 

2 Dl, D9, E This twenty-five C25) foot trail easement was not 
approved on the original Notice of Proposed Easements. 
However, after reviewing all recommendations, we 
have decided this easement is necessary and therefore, 
have approved a twenty-five (25) foot trail easement 
as was originally recommended. 



Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 8 

Memorandum 

To : Files 

From: Paul 0. Johnson, Realty Specialist 

Subject: T r i p  Report o f  Meeting wi th Kokarmiut Corporation (Village 
of Akiak) 

On June 3, 1982, a meeting was held wi th  Kokarmiut Corporation (vil lage of 
Akiak). The purpose of the meeting was t o  discuss the  d r a f t  DIC and the 
d r a f t  SDM pertaining t o  lands selected near the  village o f  Akiak. Those i n  
attendance were as follows: 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Fran DeMantle, Sr.  
Lot t  M. Egoak 
David Gilila 
Paul Ivan, Sr.  
Agnes Jasper 
Andrew Jasper 
Willie Jasper 
Annie Kawagley 
Soloman Kawagley 
Lucy Williams 
Peter Williams 

Calista Corporation 
Felix Hess 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Lynn Conant 
Chuck Hunt 

Bureau o f  Land Management 
Paul 0. Johnson 
Stan Nevak 
Helen Roberts 

The meeting was opened with a presentation of the DDlC b y  Helen Roberts. 
The DSDM was then presented; wi th the major waterway, navigability, and tidal 
influence port ions being discussed f i r s t .  



Corporate members present stated tha t  there were numerous Native allotments 
outside the area t o  be conveyed, and along the  Kisaralik River. They said 
these allotments were accessable b y  boat i n  high water conditions, b u t  tha t  
since these conditions were unpredictable they would agree with the  determination 
recommended in the DSDM. We were also informed that  Reindeer Slough is  d r y  
in  the  summer. 

Following is a discussion o f  each easement recommended in the  d r a f t  SDM: 

a. (EIN 2 D l ,  D9, E)  The corporation stated th is  route i s  not  
used. One elder present said th is  route was once used fo r  dogs 
20 to  30 years ago. 

Note: Upon departure from the  vil lage a f ly-over o f  the area in - 
question was done in a Bell 206 Jet Ranger helicopter. There 
was evidence o f  on-ground usage o f  a t ra i l  originating a t  the  
village and generally following the  route described in EIN 2; 
however, subject t ra i l  appears t o  terminate a t  a small lake 
one-third mile from the  vil lage. We were unable to  locate any 
on-ground evidence o f  a continuation of th is  t ra i l  t o  the northwest. 

b. (EIN 9 D l )  The residents testi f ied that  there i s  no such t ra i l  
and tha t  winter access t o  those public lands i s  accomplished 
through the  use of the  Kisaralik River, a major waterway, i n  i t s  
frozen state. 

Note: Aerial reconnaissance of the  location o f  EIN 9 by low - 
flying helicopter would seem t o  substantiate the vil lage members 
claims as no evidence o f  on-ground usage was noted. 

c. (EIN 11 C4) The corporation members said tha t  th is  easement i s  
not  used. They stated intervi l lage t rave l  i s  accomp\ished v ia  t he  
Kuskokwim River in either t he  l iquid o r  frozen state. 

Note: A helicopter f l i gh t  from Akiak to  Akiachak along the  - 
route o f  EIN 11 (as depicted by the  DSDM) indicated some usage 
of the uplands immediately adjacent t o  both villages b u t  no 
interconnecting on-ground usage was noted. 

d. (EIN 14 C5) Kokarmiut Corporation objected to  th is  site reservation 
on two (2) counts: 

1. Not needed fo r  t ravel  on the  waterway as the distance 
between Akiak and Tuluksak i s  well wi th in a reasonable t ravel  
distance (approximately 17 r i ve r  miles t o  Tuluksak, and 21 r i v e r  
miles to  site EIN 4 C4, D9 i n  T .  12 N., R. 66 W., Seward 
Meridian). Akiak is a townsite with municipal reserves set aside 
for  public use. 

2. Not needed as a t ra i l  head fo r  proposed t ra i l  EIN 14a C5 as 
the proposed t ra i l  does not access isolated land. 



e. (EIN 14a C5) the  corporation was opposed t o  th is  proposed t ra i l  
as the  public land it accesses i s  not isolated but may be reached 
from the major and navigable Gweek River, without impacting 
corporation land. 

Mr. Felix Hess o f  Calista Corporation served to  translate the aforementioned 
issues into Yupik  and responses into English. 

WL Faul 9. Johnson - 

CC : 
Navigability Un i t  (960) 
Attn: S. Berg 

DM-A (010) 
Attn: S. Nevak 

DM-NAV (013) 
Attn: M. Wheeler 

963: PJohnson: slt :  06/09/82*D 
PHOTON*TSI~: 06/10/82*F 



IN REPLY 1 K F K 1  TO 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT F-14824-EE (75.4) 

Alaska State Office F-14824-A (2651) 

701 C Street, Box 13 (963) 
Anchorage. Alaska 99513 

Memorandum 
Kisaralik River System 

To : Chief, Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances Final Summary Report 

SD 
Attachment 9 

From : 

Subject: Final Easements for Kokarmiut Corporation (Village of Akiak) 

Following are the final easement, major waterway, navigability, and tidal influence 
recommendations for lands selected by the village of Akiak. Of those 
recommendations, my decision is as follows. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS : 

The Kuskokwim River and the Kisaralik River are determined to be major. 

The Kuskokwim River provides access to and between communities both upstream 
and downstream and has a long history of use as an intervillage travel route. 
The Kuskokwim River receives a great degree of watercraft use from motorboats, 
barges, and floatplanes. Barges travel from the mouth of the Kuskokwim River 
to Akiachak, and beyond, delivering goods and materials to villages along its 
entire length. 

The Kisaralik River has been identified for inclusion in the National Wild and 
Scenic River System and provides access to public land. 

NAVIGABILITY: 

The following water bodies have been determined to be navigable by reason of 
travel, trade and commerce : 

d ~ h e  Kuskokwim River and its interconnecting sloughs, throughout the 
selection area; 

,\/ 
Mishevik Slough of the Kuskokwim River, throughout the selection 

area; 

J ~ u s k o k u a k  Slough of the Kuskokwim River, throughout the selection area; 

Aeindeer Slough of the Kuskokwim River, throughout its length; and 

he Kisaralik River from its confluence with the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 19, 4. 9 N R .  6'7 W . ,  Seward Meridian, to the "Ytl in S e c  13, T .  9 N., R .  67 W . ,  
Seward Meridian ; 



All other named and unnamed water bodies within the lands to be conveyed 
were reviewed and, based upon existing evidence, were determined to be 
nonnavigable . 

TIDAL INFLUENCE : 

The following water bodies have been determined to be tidally influenced: 

The Kuskokwim River; 
Kuskokuak Slough of the Kuskokwim River; 
Mishevik Slough of the Kuskokwim River; 
Reindeer Slough of the Kuskokwim River; 
The Kisaralik River, to Sec. 20, T.  9 N. ,  R .  67 W . ,  Seward Meridian; and 
The Kasigluk River. 

Actual limits of tidal influence, for water bodies listed above and for other 
water bodies within the lands to be conveyed, if any, will be determined at the 
time of survey. 

ALLOWABLE USES : 

All easements are subject to applicable Federal, State or Municipal 
corporation regulation. The following is a listing of uses allowed for 
each type of easement. Any uses which are not specifically listed are 
prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail 
easement are: travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- 
and three-wheel vehicles, and small all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less 
than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a one acre site easement are: 
vehicle parking (e. g. , aircraft, boats, ATV1.s, snowmobiles, cars, 
trucks), temporary camping, and loading or unloading. Temporary 
camping, loading, or unloading shall be limited to 24 hours. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

a .  (EIN 14 C5) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark in Sec. 1, T .  10 N . ,  R .  67 W . ,  Seward Meridian, 
on the right bank of the Kuskokwim River. The uses allowed 
are those listed for a one (1) acre site easement. 

Discussion: 
This site is necessary to facilitate a reasonable pattern of travel 
along the waterway and will serve as a trailhead for trail EIN 
14a C5. The site is located about midway between Tuluksak and 
Akiak and provides the only spot for camping along this 20-mile 
stretch of Fiver. 

b .  (EIN 14a C5) An easement for a proposed access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from site EIN 14 C5 northwesterly to public 



land. The uses allowed are those listed for a twenty-five (25) 
foot wide trail easement. The season of use will be limited to 
winter. 

Discussion : 
This short trail (approximately one-half ($) mile long) is necessary 
to provide public access to and between the public waters of the 
Kuskokwim River and public lands isolated by village selections. 
If this land should later be conveyed to the village this easement 
will no longer be necessary. These lands are currently part of 
an overselection by the village and will likely remain in public 
ownership. 

The following easements were considered but were not recommended: 

a. (EIN 2 D l ,  D9, E) An easement for an existirig access trail 
twenty-five (25) feet in width from Akiak in Sec. 31, T.  10 N . ,  
R .  67 W .  , Seward Meridian, northerly to public lands. 

Discussion: 
Alternate, preferred, and existing access to public land is via 
Akiachak trail EIN 1 D l ,  D9. 

b .  (EIN 9 Dl) An easement for an existing access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from Akiak in Sec. 32, T .  10 N . ,  R .  67 W . ,  
Seward Meridian, southeasterly to public lands. 

Discussion : 
Existing and preferred access to public land is via the Kisaralik 
River, a major waterway, in its frozen state. 

c .  (EIN 11 C4) An easement for an existing access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from Akiak in Sec. 31, T .  10 N . ,  R .  67 W . ,  
Seward Meridian, westerly to Akiachak. 

Discussion : 
Alternate and preferred intervillage travel occurs on the Kuskokwim 
River in either the frozen or liquid state. 
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RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

DECISION 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

F-14824-A, F-14824-A2 
Village Selections 

Section 12(b) Application Rejected in Part 
Lands Proper for Village Selection 

Approved for Interim Conveyance or Patent 
- - 

On November 18, 1974, Kokarmuit Corporation, for the Native village of Akiak, 
filed selection application F-14824-A under the provisions of Sec. 12(a) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S .C. 1601, 1611 
(1976) (ANCSA)), as amended, for the surface estate of certain lands in the 
vicinity of Akiak . . . .- 

On December 11, 1975, Kokarmuit Corporation filed selection application F-14824-A2 
pursuant to Sec. 12(b) of ANCSA, for certain lands previously selected pursuant 
to Sec. 12(a) with the statement that its Sec. 12(a) selection overrides the 
Sec. 12(b) selection. Therefore, application F-14824-A2 is hereby rejected as 
to the lands herein approved for conveyance. Further action on application 
F-14824-A2, as to the lands not rejected herein will be taken at a later date. 

Kokarmuit Corporation, in its November 18, 1974 application, excluded several 
bodies of water. Because certain of those water bodies have been determined 
to be nonnavigable, they are considered to be public lands withdrawn under 
Sec. l l ( a ) ( l )  and available for selection by the village pursuant to Sec. 12(a) 
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. Section 12(a) and 43 CFR 2651.4(b) 
and (c) provide that a village corporation must, to the extent necessary to 
obtain its entitlement, select all available lands within the township or  townships 
within which the village is located, and that additional lands selected shall be 
compact and in whole sections. For these reasons, the water bodies which were 
improperly excluded in the November 18, 1974 application are considered selected 
by Kokarmuit Corporation. 

As to the lands described below, the application, as amended, is properly filed 
and meets the requirements of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and of 
the regulations issued pursuant thereto. These lands do not include any lawful 
entry perfected under or being maintained in compliance with laws leading to 
acquisition of title. 



In view of the foregoing, the surface estate of the following described lands, 
selected pursuant to Sec . 12(a) of ANCSA , aggregating approximately 103,238 acres, 
is considered proper for acquisition by Kokarmuit Corporation and is hereby 
approved for conveyance pursuant to Sec. 14(a) of ANCSA. 

U . S. Survey No. 2243, Alaska, situated at the Native village of Akiak, on 
the right bank of the Kuskokwim River, excluding U .  S. Survey No. 5068, 
Townsite of Akiak, Alaska. 

Containing 1,188.67 acres. 

U .S. Survey No. 2294, Alaska, situated near the left bank of the Kuskokwim 
River and adjoining the south side of the unsurveyed town of Akiak, 
Alaska. 

Containing 160 acres. 

U.S. Survey No. 5068, Alaska, lot 3, Block 3, and lot 5,  Block 1,  Tract 
A ,  situated on the Kuskokwim River about twenty miles northeast of Bethel, 
Alaska. 

Containing 2.56 acres. 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

- T.  9 N . ,  R. 65 W .  
Sec. 29; 
Sec. 30,. excluding Native allotment F-18140; - 
Sets. 31 and 32. 

Containing approximately 2,516 acres. 

T .  8 N . ,  R. 66 W. 
Secs. 1 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 7. excluding Native allotments F-17063 Parcel A 

and AA-8966 Parcel B: 
Secs. 8 to 17, inclusive; 
Sec. 18, excluding Native allotment F-17209 Parcel A .  

Containing approximately 11,320 acres. 

T .  9 N.,  R .  66 W.  
Sec. 4. excludinrr Native dotments F-15906 and F-17077; 
Sec. 5; excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
Sec. 6; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotment F-17082; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
Sec. 9, excluding ,Native allotments F-15906, F-17077 

and F-033569; 
Secs. 10 and 15; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-033569; 
Sec. 17, excluding Native allotment F-17081; 



Sec. 18, excluding Native allotments F-17081 and F-17082; 
Sec. 19, excluding Native allotments F-025251, F-17081, and F-15904; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-17081; 
Secs. 21 and 22; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-18140 and F-17542; 
Sec. 26, excluding Native allotment F-17542; 
Sec. 27; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotments F-030770 and F-15915; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 31; 
Sec. 32, excluding Native allotments F-030770, F-15915 

and F-15908; 
Sec. 33, excluding Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 34; 
Secs. 35 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-17542. 

Containing approximately 15,428 acres. 

T .  10 N. ,  R .  66 W .  
Secs. 4 to 7, inclusive; 
Sec. 8 ,  excluding Native allotment F-15903 Parcel B;  
Secs. 9 and 16; 
Sec. 17, excluding. U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native. 

allotment F-15910 Parcel A;  
- Sec. 18; 

Sec. 19, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 
allo-tments F-15919 and F-15900 Parcel B; 

Sec. 20, excluding U .  S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 
allotments F-15900 Parcel B ,  F-15910 Parcel A and F-15919; 

Sec. 21, excluding Native allotment F-15911; 
Sec. 28; 
Sec. 29, excluding U .S . Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15919 and F-15900 Parcel B ; 
Sec. 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel B ;  
Secs. 31, 32, and 33. 

Containing approximately 10,304 acres. 

T .  8 N.,  R .  67 W .  
Secs. 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Secs. 10 to 14, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,760 acres. 

T .  9 N . ,  R .  67 W .  
Secs. 1, 2, and 3; 
Sec. 4,  excluding U.S. Survey No. 2294; 



Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. Survey No. 2294 
a n d U . S .  Survey No. 5068; . 

Sec. 6, excluding U.S.  Survey N O .  2243 and U .  S. Survey No. 5068; 
Secs . 7 and 8: 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B ;  
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotments F-18569, F-17922 Parcel B, 

F-13197 and F-13194; . 
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotment F-13194; 
Sec. 12, excluding Native allotment F-15898; 
Sec. 13, excluding Native allotments F-18420 Parcel A and F-15912; 
Sec. 14, excluding U .  S .  Survey No. 6159 and Native allotment F-18420 

Parcel A, Native allotment F-17220 Parcel A and F-15912; 
Sec. 15, excluding U .S.  Survey No. 6159 and Native allotments F-18569, 

F-17922 Parcel B, F-17220, F-15909, F-13209 and F-13197; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
Secs. 17 and 18; 
Sec. 19, excluding Native allotments F-15902, F-13301 and F-13205; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotments F-15902 and F-13301; 
Sec. 21; 
Sec. 22, excluding U. S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 

allotment F-15909; 
Sec. 23; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-025251 and F-16846; 
Sec. 26, excluding Native allotment F-16846; 
Secs. 27 and 28; 

- Sec. 29, excluding Native allotment F-15902; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotments F-15901 Parcel B ,  

F-13345. and F-13205; 
Sec . 31, excluding Native allotment F-13345; 
Secs. 32, 33, and 34; 
Secs. 35 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-16846. 

Containing approximately 18,037 acres. 

T. 10 N . ,  R. 67 W .  
Secs. 1 and 2; 
Sec. 3, excluding Native allotment F-15916; 
Sec. 4, excluding Native allotment F-15917; 
Sec. 5; 
Sec. 6 ,  excluding U .S. Survey No. 6195 and Native allotment F-15914; 
Secs. 7 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotment F-15913 Parcel A; 
Sec. 16, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native allotment F-15905; 
Sec. 17, excluding U .  S . Survey No. 6193 and Native alloments F-15905 

and F-15900 Parcel A; 
Secs. 18 and 19; 
Sec. 20, excluding U. S . Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel A; 
Sec. 21, excluding Native allotment F-15920; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-15913 Parcels A and B ;  
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-15913 Parcel B; 
Sec. 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-13377; 



Secs. 26 and 27; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-15920; 
Secs. 29 and 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Sec. 32, excluding U . S.  Survey No. 2243, U . S . Survey 

No. 2294, and U.S. Survey No. 5068; 
Sec. 33, excluding U. S. Survey No. 2294; 
Secs. 34, 35, and 36. 

Containing approximately 16,927 acres. 

T .  11 N. ,  R .  67 W. 
Secs. 20 and 21; 
Secs. 28 to 33, inclusive 

Containing approximately 5,075 acres. 

T .  9 N.,  R .  68 W. 
Sec. 1,  excluding U.  S. Survey No. 5686, and U .  S . Survey 

No. 2243 and Native allotment F-15910; 
Sec. 2, excluding U. S .  Survey No. 5686 and Native allotment 

F- 15910 Parcel B ; 
Sec. 3; 
Secs . 10 and 11, excluding Native allotment F-13199;. 
Secs. 12, 13, and 14; 

- Sec. 15, excluding Native allotments F-16592 and F-16595. 

Containipg approximately 4,130 acres. 

T .  10 N . ,  R .  68 W .  
Secs. 1, 2 ,  a n d 3 ;  
Secs. 10, 11, and 12; 
Secs. 13 and 14, excluding Native allotment F-16593; 
Sec. 15; 
Secs. 22, 23, and 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding U. S . Survey No. 2243; 
Secs. 26 and 27; 
Secs. 34 and 35; 
Sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243. 

Containing approximately 11,110 acres. 

Secs. 25 and 36. 

Containing approximately 1,280 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 103,238 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein approved for conveyance 
are the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, beneath all 



water bodies determined by the Bureau of Land Management to be navigable 
because they have been or could be used in connection with travel, trade, 
and commerce, or are pending a tidal determination at  the time of survey. 
Those water bodies are identified on the attached navigability maps, the 
original of which will be found in easement case file F-14824-EE. 

All  other water bodies not depicted as navigable on the attached maps within 
the lands to be conveyed were reviewed. Based on existing evidence, they 
were determined to be nonnavigable. 

The lands excluded in the above description are not being approved for 
conveyance at  this time and have been excluded for the following reason: 
Lands are under applications pending further adjudication. Lands within 
U.S. Surveys which are excluded are described separately in this decision 
if they are available for conveyance. These exclusions do not constitute -- 
a rejection of the selection application, unless specifically so stated. 

Enclosed are copies of current status plats showing the lands approved for 
conveyance along with maps showing easements to be reserved, navigable 
water bodies, and/or tidal waters pending a determination of tidal influence. 

The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands described above 
shall contain the following reservations to the United States: 

- - 
1 .  The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, privileges, immunities, 

and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, accruing unto said estate 
- pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 

1971 (43 U.S. C. 1601, 1613(f)); and 

2. pursuant to Set. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 
December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)), the following public 
easements, referenced by easement identification number (EIN) on the 
easement maps attached to this document, copies of which will be 
found in case file F-14824-EE, are reserved to the United States. All 
easements are subject to applicable Federal, State, or Municipal 
corporation regulation. The following is a listing of uses allowed for 
each type of easement. Any uses which are not specifically listed are 
prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) foot 
wide trail easement are: travel by foot, dogsled, animals, 
snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small and 
large all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less than 3,000 lbs. 
Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a one acre site easement 
are : vehicle parking (e . g . , aircraft, boats, ATV's , snowmobiles, 
cars, trucks), temporary camping, and loading or unloading. 
Temporary camping, loading, or unloading shall be limited 
to 24 hours. 

a .  (EIN 14 C5) ' A  one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark in Sec. 1 ,  T .  10 N.,  R .  67 W., Seward Meridian, 



on the right bank of the Kuskokwim River. The uses allowed 
are those listed above for a one (1) acre site easement. 

b .  (EIN 14a C5) An easement for a proposed access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from site EIN 14 C5 norihwesterly to public 
land. The uses allowed are those listed above for a twenty-five (25) 
foot wide trail easement. The season of use will be limited to winter. 

The grant of the above-described lands shall be subject to: 

1. Issuance of a patent after approval and filing by the Bureau of Land 
Management of the official plat of survey confirming the boundary 
description and acreage of the lands hereinabove granted; 

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but not limited to 
those created by any lease (including a lease issued under Sec. 6(g) 
of the Alaska Statehood Act of July 7 ,  1958 (48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, 
Sec. 6(g))) ,  contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the 
right of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee to the complete 
enjoyment of all rights, privileges, and benefits thereby granted to 
him. Further, pursuant to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)(2) 
(ANCSA)), any valid existing right recognized by ANCSA shall continue 
to have whatever right of access as is now provided for under existing 
law; and 

3. -  Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(c)), that the grantee 
hereunder convey those portions, if any, of the lands hereinabove 
granted, as are prescribed in said section. 

Kokarmuit Corporation is entitled to conveyance of 115,200 acres of land selected 
pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA. Together with the lands herein approved, 
the total acreage conveyed or  approved for conveyance is approximately 103,238 acres. 
The remaining entitlement of approximately 11,962 acres will be conveyed at a 
later date. 

Pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of ANCSA, conveyance of the subsurface estate of the 
lands described above shall be issued to Calista Corporation when the surface 
estate is conveyed to Kokarmuit Corporation, and shall be subject to the same 
conditions as the surface conveyance. 

In accordance with Departmental regulation 43 CFR 2650.7(d), notice of this 
decision is being published once in the Federal Register and once a week for 
f0u.r (4) consecutive weeks, in - The Tundra Drums. 

Any party claiming a property interest in lands affected by this decision, an 
agency of the Federal government, or regional corporation may appeal the 
decision to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
in accordance with the attached regulations in Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR), Part 4, Subpart E, as revised. However, pursuant to Public Law 96-487, 
this decision constitutes the final administrative determination of the Bureau of 
Land Management concerning navigability of water bodies. 



If an appeal is taken the notice of appeal must be filed in the Bureau of Land 
Management, Alaska State Office, Division of.ANCSA and State Conveyances, 
(960), 701 C Street, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513. Do not send the appeal 
directly to the Interior Board of Land Appeals. The appeal and copies of 
pertinent case files will be sent to the Board from this office. A copy of the 
appeal must be served upon the Regional Solicitor, 510 L Street, Suite 100, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

The time limits Tor filing an appeal are: 

1. Parties receiving service of this decision shall have 30 days from the. 
receipt of this decision to file an appeal. 

2. Unknown parties, parties unable to be located after reasonable efforts 
have been expended to locate, and parties who failed or refused to 
sign the return receipt shall have until AUG 0 2 1982 to file an 
appeal. 

Any party known or  unknown who is adversely affected by this decision shall 
be deemed to have waived those rights which were adversely affected unless a n  
appeal is timely filed with the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances. 

-To avoid summary dismissal of the appeal, there must be strict compliance with 
the regulations governing such appeal. (See enclosed DO1 Form 1842-1. ) 

If an .appeal is taken, the parties to be served with a copy of the notice of 
appeal are: 

~okarmui t  Corporation 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

/a/ ANN JOHNSON 

Chief, Branch of 
ANCSA Adjudication 

Enclosures : 
DO1 Form 1842-1 
Appeal Regulations 
Maps 
Plats 
Legend 



cc: 
State of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps and legend) 

M r .  Gary Gustafson (CM-RRR) 
Land Exchange/Entitlement Unit 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps , legend, and plats) 

Mr. James Sandberg (CM-RRR) 
Right-of-way Agent 
State of Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

- - (w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Patrick P .  Ryan, Deputy Commissioner (CM-RRR) 
Maintenance and Operations 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, ~ l a s k a  99502 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Robert W .  Ward, Commissioner 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Pouch Z 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Earle Williams (flp) 
17th Coast Guard District 
P.O. BOX 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 

.. Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
615 H Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 

M r .  John Moses 
Alaska Native Foundation 
411 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 314 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 



Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau Area Office 
P.O. Box 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 

Area Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty 
1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(w/maps and legend) 

Bureau of Land Management 
Box 666 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(w/maps) 

M r .  James P .  Duffy 
Association of Village Council Presidents 
Box 767 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

- Chief, Real Estate Division 
Alaska District 
Corps of Engineers 
P..O. Box 7002 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps and Jegepd) 

DM-A (010) 
(w/maps> 

AM-M (018) 
(w/maps) 

Chief, Branch of Office Engineering (922) 

Chief, Branch of Lands (941) 

Chief, Branch of Easement Identification (963) 

Fire Management (970) 
Attn: J .  Costello 



The Tundra Drums 
P.O. Box 868 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a decision to be published once each week in consecutive 
weekly issues for 4 weeks. 

Please send a tear sheet of the first published decision immediateljl 
to this office (Attention: ANCSA Operations/961) for proofing and 
verification. If there are deviations from the attached copy, 
corrections can then be made before the next publication, reducing 
your republication expense. 

At the expiration of the period of publication, please submit 
- -  your invoice and appropriate tear sheets, together with the 

original and one copy ~f our Advertising Order and-Public Voucher 
with the affidavit on the reverse side completed. 

A standard affidavit or proof of publication (notarized) must 
also be submitted for inclusion in our administrative file. 
Please send this and the documents listed in the paragraph above 
to the attention of Management Services (951). 

sincerely yours, 

/a/ ANN JOHNSON 

Chief, Branch of ANCSA 
Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
Notice of Decision for Publication 
Public Voucher for Advertising (3) 
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see.' 32. excluding Native r l l o t m m u  r-iseoe, r -1~91s ma 
. , *we lmd. formerly ultbln n.+ive dlo-an t  i - o ~ o 7 7 n :  

sw. 33. nxcludinq thome 1-m f o n u l t v i t h i n  ~ e t i v e  
m l l o t r e n t  r-0307701 

., Sac. 348 
See.. 35 ma 36, u c l u d i n p  Nhtivs  u i o u m n t  1-17542. 

.,. C o n U n p  appsoxbatal).  15.418 ac res .  

T. 10  N.. a. 66 W. , 
S.CI. 4 eo 7. iaelueiv.? 

17,  exs1"hhg U.#. S w o y  No. 6192 c a d  Nitiv. 
e l l o t m m t  T-1S910 PrTC.1 A; 
l a ;  
19. u ~ l U 6 l n #  V.S. S U N  No. 6182 LDd ~ a t i v a  
d lo -U r-IS000 *-3 B ma r-15,1.; 
20, u c l u d l ~ g  0.3. 6 w q  no. 6192 m d  u i t i v a  
CJlo-tr 1-11900 P u s e l  B, T-15910 P e e l  A .nd 
r-lsll.: 

rec. a 1 , ~ u c i u a i b g  N a u n  a u o t a m t  r-1~~11; 
me. 2.1 --- .., 
sac. 29, u c l u d L n 9  U . S .  s w a y  No. 6192 and Nntiv. 

a l l o b e n t .  F-15900 P w r l  B m d  3'-15019: 
r e c .  SO. enelubinq U.S. r- NO. 6ioz ma n a t i v .  

illo-t r-ISOOO ~ l r s ; o i  a; - 
SCO.. 91, 32 .,M 3s. 

:.. . 9 II., R. 67 W. 
ecv. 1. 2 .ad a ;  . . , .. #.c 4, u c l u d i n q  0 . 5 .  S W ) .  NO. 11941 

.., Cec. 6. rxcludlng V . E .  5 W . Y  No. 2243, W.E. Survey 
:, No. 2294 .nd U.S. S w a y  No. 506s; 

see .  6.  = ~ c i u d l ~ q  V . S .  S Y N . ~  no. zzro a a  v.s .  -Y 
ND. SOLP, 
~ . . . . . - . 

', , S.c#. 7 and 81 . . ,  
, ., 

see. 9, excleainq Nmtivc ollotrPent F-17922 r w ~ c l  B , '  
Sac. 10. cxciuding Nat ive  a l l o t a a n u  1-13194, 1-13197. 

,.. . .  T-17922 P u c e 1  B end P-18569: 
See. 11, excludidq Neriva A l l n ~ t  1-13194; 

. ., SCC. 12. e x ~ l u d i n u  Nmtiv. i 1 1 0 6 i e n t  ?-15BPn! 

P u c e 1  A X  
. , 5.c. 14, ~ x ~ l u d i k 9  U.E. ¶ufYeI NO. 6159 and Native 

a l l o t n r n u  r-13209, 1-15312. F-17220 ? u c + l  A and 
, . E-1n42O rareel A: 

See. 15, excluding U.S. SWOJ NO. 6154 and Native 
n l l o t m m t s  ?-13197. F-11209, r-15909, F-17120 
Parce l  A .  F-17922 P u c e 1  I m d  F-16569. 

. . Sec. 1 6 ,  excludinq Natlvc i l lo tnmnt  r-17922 Pnrc.1 I; 
S*CC:  17 md: l8 ;  - 

in ter im conv.yance no. 61 0 This Documcnt has bccn 
, .. . ' wmtcd by No. 
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. , 

s a c ,  19. y c l u d i n g  Native L t lo tmmta  P-13105.6-13301 and 
r-16901; 

smc. 2 0 ,  u c l u b l n p  Natlve allotrmntm ?-13301 wd I-15902: 
Imc. 11; 
see.  22, .xciudlng 0.1. s m y  no,  6159 md Narive 

. l l o m a a t  T-15#09> 
See. 23; 
6cc. zb, u c l u d h g  l andr  formarly  richin i a t ivm a l l o h w n t  

F-02S251; 
sac .  25, u e l u d i n q  Natir. L l l o b m t  ?-16846 m d  l a n d .  

formerly w l r h L n  Mativ. . l lo tn .ot  F-1S153; 
sac .  26, axcludinq Nar i r a  a l l o f a n t  P-10046~ 
1.c.. a7 md 18: 
Smc. 29, u c l u d h g  Native . l l o tnu , t  T-15902; 
Sam. l o ,  .rcludiag N a t i n  il1otmuW.s ?-11205. T-U34S 

mnd I-15901 P v u l  .; 
SIC. 31, e x ~ l u d i n q  NatlV. L l l e t m ~ t  F-1534s; 
Sbca, 32, 2) md.34; 
sac.. 3r ma 36. u c l u a i n g  ~ a t i v b  a l l o t w t  I-1CWI. 

sen. S l  
s k .  I), exoloblng u.a. h u v e y  N O : ' S ~ ~ S  ma uarivm 

allotmmmt I-15914; 
S a m .  7 t o  14,  i n C l ~ ~ i 4 ;  

,. . sac. 15,  u c l u d i ~ ~  0.6 .  survoy Lo. 6189 and Nativn 
n l lo tmea t  P-15913 P u c e 1  A: 

s.~. 16, u s l v d ~ p  u.8. SWY W D .  6193 mud n a d n  
a l lo tmen t  F-15905; 

Scs, 17. axc1UdiBq U.S. Survey NO. 6193 U d  Nat ive 
,- ,%Iletment# F-ISYOO P u c e 1  A uld 9-15905; 

Sec8. 18 and 19 ;  
Sac. 10, u c l u d i n g  U.9. Survey No. 6193 u l d  Matire  

r l io tm.n t  I'-1~900 ~ a r e - 1  A J  
see. 11. ~ ~ 1 u d . b ~  U.S. SW.J No. s l a p  mnd n q t i v a  

allo-t r-159101 
Icc .  22,  excludinq U.E. S u m  No. 6189 and Nativa 

a l l o b s n t  S-15913 P u c m l a  A and 1: 
Scc. 22, cxcludLng U.S. Purvey No. 6109 md 

~ a t i v a  a l l o t m m t  I - 1 5 ~ 1 1  puce1 a; 

s.cs.-zb m d  27; - 
sac. 21. .xcludind V.S. S w a y  N o .  6ln9 u d  Native 

m1lotmer.t 7-11910; 
sees. 29  a n d  30, axcluding U . S .  S w c y  N O .  2243; 
see. 32;exclndinq U.S. NO. 2243. 0 . 5 .  Sumcy 

No. t2BQ a d  V.3. 5 w c j  He. 506%; 
Sac. 33, lxc lub ing  U.S. Sumey No. 2234; 
S~CI. 34, 35 and 36. 

Containing aDPrOXina~1Y 16.927 a c r e s .  
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T 11 N., I. 6 1  V. 
imcm. a0 -6 21; 
smcm. 2 1  t o  3 3 .  incluliv. 

r 9 n. .a w. 
3k..lri,wd 2 ,  mcludinq 0 , s .  S W ~ Y  No. 5686, and Native 

a l l o m - n t  r-15910 Parcr l  11 
Sec. 

I -  smcm. 10 and 11, .rcludiog Nstira a l l o m c n t  r-13199: 
Smcm. I?,, 13 and 141 
~ C C .  1 5 ,  uS1udir.q U.S. S w c y  No. 6152 and La-vc 

.llotnente ?'-185¶2 mnd r-16311. 

Containing approxLeat8ly 4.047 acnm. 

. 10 N.. I ,  68 W. 
; e n .  1 ,  2 1 1  
5 . u .  10. 11 md 12; 
seem. U .a4 l4, u c l u d i n q  Natlvr e l lobent  2-1bS9S1 
soc. 151  
Stca.  11,. 23 and 24: 
sac .  1 5 ,  sxclndinq U.S. 9lw.y No. 22431 
sac.. as .no 27: 
s~em. 34 md 35; 
Sms. 36. uc l t ld ing  U . S .  S w e y  No.. 2243. 

Contaiedng approximately 11.110 8cras. 

T. 11 W., R. bD W. 
Sees. 25 .nd 36. 

Coat- a p p r d m b t s l y  1,280 mu... 

Qc1nd.d f r a  t h e  above-damcribrd lands b 8 i n  conveyed 4. 
t h e  nubaerpad lands, up W th. o r d i w  biqh v m t u  nut. beneath 
A 1 1  vatex bodlem da temined  by t h e  8un.u of Land U.Uaqemcnt to 
be navigable becaumr they h m  b u m  o r  could b. w a d  ie c o n n u d o n  
w i t h  Cra-1, trade .nd raaurc., o r  m panding a tidaX d a t e r a i n a t i o n  
.t M a  tin* of ~urvey. moea v a t u  B0ai.s a r e  i6cnUri.d on t h e  
att.ebea n ~ v i g a b l l i t ~  awn. ch. orifinAl of whlch w i l l  be found 
i n  8alW.ilZ C U 8  f i l e  i-l+824-m. 

NOW lWMl YX, t h a t  there i n ,  the ra for r ,  9 X r a t . d  by rbe MIITSD 
rlrrgs or m r c a ,  unto tha h c - n w m d  corpar.tien Cha sur face  
estate i n  the 1.nd above d a ~ c r i b a d ,  TO EAW YID X) BOLD th8 S a i d  
c a t a t e  w i t h  all the  r iqhta .  p r iv i lapec .  i r m n l t l e a .  -4 ~ p p u r h a n c o b ,  
a£ whrtromver m r u r a ,  tbe~euntc bmlmplng, unto the  l a i d  corporat ion.  
Ica Succarsvra M A  s.#iqns, forever: 

E*CUT~NC um RESLRVING TO f ) ~  ml?w STA'PPS from t h e  land1 
s o  q ran t la :  

1. The aubrurfact~cmt. tc  there in ,  an6 a11 r i q h t a ,  privileges. 
imnunlti.#, m d  ippurtennacem, of uhstcomv*r n a t u r e . '  
s c c r u l n i  unto sa id  e s u t c  pursuant t o  t h e  Alaska Yativw 
Claimu Bertlem=nt A M  of Mclmber 11, 1971 (43 U.L .C .  1601, 

Inter im Conveyucc No. 
C) Thr Documcnl has been 

cornctcd by E N 0  E$ 
Dare O C C I ~ ~ @  Dated UW22 
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, . 
2. P u . u r n t t o  see. 171b) of y l a  r1a.k. Native C1li.s 

bettlrmcDt Act of Dee-a; 1 0 ,  1911 (43 U.S.C.  1601, 
:6lS(b)),  tho lol lovinq public  c a s w t . ,  re1crenccd by 
earcmcnt idbnt.ilic*tion number (SIN) on t h e  cmsanent 
u p s  .ttlcDad t. this document, coplea of which w i l l  b0 
found in c.0. f i l e  T-14824-EK, ul rr.erv*d to +bl 
uni tad s t m t u ,  A l l  e a ~ . e . n u  i r e  cubjmrt t o  n m l i s b b l a  
r e d u r l ,  S+.+o, o r  tluni.ip.1 corpmrntion r e d a t i o n .  .. . rlu fol lmriag il . l i s t i n g  ar "lc. d l 0 W . 4  10; ..oh 
type of cnsmant .  M y  u s u  which a r e  n o t  e p e e i f i d l y  - l i s t e d  are prmhibitod. 

J 1  - Th= usla  anowed on a brcnty- 
s e t  vide u a i l  e u u a n t  e m :  

t r a m 1  by f w t ,  dogsled, mL.rls, s ~ ~ l ~ b i l ~ s .  
c.e- ma w e - v h a . 1  r c h i c l u ,  a d  d l  a d  
l u g s  . U - + ~ r b  vehlclam ~ M ' r )  (lam. than 
3,000 Lb1. Gro.. V.blol* W-ight (CVW)). 

u - u  r l l o n . 4  on a one (I) 
u . 1  r r h i c l e  pmrklng 

(*.#., atruart ,  bolt.. Am".. snomobilmm. 
alrm, wckm), u q a r y  camping, md losdinq 
or a o a d i u y .  rruporuy camlog,  loading or 
u n l o d i n p  s h a l l  be l u t e d  +o 1 4  bow.  .. (nxr 14 CS) A O ~ C  (1 )  ncs* sit. a s s l w n t  upland 

of +b. o r d i u u l  high w a t u  mark in E m s .  1, T. 10 N., 
R. 67 w., Sawu4 naribim, 0 9  tha r i g h t  brpl of  -. 
t h e  Xukokwlm Rim. Ih* we1 a l l w e d  u e  tbo8c 
l i s t a d  .bm for one (1) acre  a i t x  enseaant. 

. . b. (EIN 11. C S )  M cnsmant f o r  a proposed rccer8 
trail Wcnty-fivr (2B)  f r e t  i n  width from n i t 1  IIY 
14 C5 norUmrsUr ly  w public  1 4 .  mB nrem 
a l l o u t d  UL +hoaa l i n t e d  above f o r  8 t v . n t y - f i n  
(25) f o o t  wiam u a i l  oanemmt. sa.son of umc 
w i l l  b1 l l m i u d  to wintar.  

Z%S mAhT or W IS~M-DESCR~~PD LUUS 1 1  SUBJLCr  ' m e  

1. 1s.u-r of I patent  a f t e r  approval md Ci l ia9  by t h a  
P U . ~ . U  01 lrnd n a n a q o m ~ ~ t  of th. ~ f ~ i c i a l  PI.+ o r  
survay c o n f i a i ~  tha b D M d y  dancription a d  a m a s *  
of the land. nualnbbova p r ~ t n d :  

2 .  Valid ex i s t iny  rightw there in ,  i f  my,  including b u t  
nor 1 L a i u a  +o +home created by VI. 1.u. lincludlng m 
laas. rcmued vlrdor sac. 61.1) o f  t h m  Alaska Stat+bood 
~ c t  o f  July 7 .  1 9 5 8  (40  U.S.C. Cb. 2 ,  See. 6 l g ) I l .  
csntract. oc&t. r iaht-of-Y~Y. oz e n ~ m n t ,  ljld the  
; l& t~ i f~d ; - i a iba i ; - cmGrcr ic ,  p a d t t a e ,  o r  g r ~ t e e  

, t o  the c o n p l o u  *nJoya*nc e l  a l l  r ight*,  priVilego8. 
4 bcnafitw thereby granted t o  h w  rur tbor ,  p v r l u r n t  
t o  sec. 1 7 ( b ) ( I )  of th. N i s k a  Uatlre  Claims Set t lemant  
Act of DoCmbar 10, 1971 !4I U:S.C. 1601.  1 6 1 6 ( b ) I t )  
( W C S A ) ) ,  my va l id  u i r t i n g  r ~ B t  rloo@zed by WCSA 
sha l l  continua to hav. rhatsver r i g h t  or aCCRS1 as i* 
now pr0.vid.d for under eximtinq law; u d  

- . . -.-- ... LI n This Documcnt hu bcen IncCzU TOnVIyLnc. "-. . ,. 
DEC 8 @ fB2 

wncclcd by & No. Eli 
:, Data .-- Dated 10/OdMS 
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Baird Inlet-CS-FY'89-#I 

Kisaralik River System Russian Mission-CS-FY'89-#I 
Final Summary Report Bethel-GS-FY'89-#I 

Attachment 12 F-14823 (75.4) 
vF-14824 (75.4) 
F-14835 (75.4) 
F-14873 (75.4) 
F-14838 (75.4) 
F-14883 (75.4) 
F-14914 (75.4) 
F-14949 (75.4) 
(961) 

MAY 8 1080 
Memorandum 

To : Deputy State Director for Cadastral Survey (923) 

From: Deputy State Director for Conveyance Management (960) 

Subject: Navigable Waters in Croup Survey No. 268 (Window 1836) 

This memorandum identifies navigable water bodies below a certain size on 
lands in window 1836 [Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk, Kasigluk, Akiachak, Akiak, 
Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North)] selected (but not conveyed) 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement (ANCSA), the Statehood Act, and the 
Native Allotment Act, and not reserved or withdrawn at the time Alaska joined 
the Union. I t  also identifies navigable waters excluded from interim 
conveyances under ANCSA and tentative approvals under the Statehood Act. 
Finally, this memo identifies navigable waters on or along small claims in 
areas not selected under ANCSA or the Statehood Act. (Only those cemetery and 
historic sites that the BIA has examined in the field are reviewed.) 

Table5 lists the fifty-eight townships and navigable waters. Streams 
198 feet or more in width, such as the Kuskokwim and Pikmiktalik rivers are 
not listed in the report because, regardless of their navigability statlis, 
they are segregated on the survey plats. The same is true for lakes fifty 
acres or more. Many of these water bodies are listed in Table 1. 



All smaller water bodies excluded from the ICs are identified in Table 2. 
Most of these were excluded on the basis of "navigability maps" referenced in 
the ICs. Copies of these maps are attached. Navigable waters on selected 
lands which were identified mainly through aerial photo interpretation, are 
listed in Table 3. Navigable waters on or along Native allotments and 
historical sites identified through aerial photograph interpretation are 
listed in Table 4. 

The BLM's navigability determinations are based on criteria described in the 
memorandum dated March 16, 1976, from the Associate Solicitor, Division of 
Energy and Resources, to the Director, Bureau of Land Management, subject 
"Title to submerged lands for purposes of administering ANCSA"; the Alaska 
Native Claims Appeal Board's (ANCAB) decision (RLS 76-2) of December 14, 1979, 
on the navigability of the Nation and Kandik rivers; the Regional Solicitor's 
February 25, 1980, interpretation of the ANCAB decision; and dicta in the 
United States District Court's decision (A80-359) of April 16, 1987, on the 
navigability of the Gulkana River. In general, the BLM considers nontidal 
water bodies navigable if, at the time of Statehood, they were navigable for 
crafts larger than a one-person kayak. 

Information about the land status, history, and physical character of water 
bodies in the report area comes primarily from the USGS Marshall, Baird Inlet. 
Russian Mission, and Bethel maps; the BLM's "navigability maps" and its 
infrared aerial photographs taken in 1980, at 60,000 feet (roll 7, frames 277, 
279, 292, 293, 294, and 299) and in August 1987, at 40,000 feet (flight 1, 
roll 1, frames 1-41; flight 2, roll I, frames 1-40; flight 3, roll 1, 
frames 1-36; flight 4, roll 1, frames 1-36; flight 5, roll 1, frames 1-36; 
flight 6, roll 1, frames 1-33; flight 7, roll 1, frames 1-39; flight 8-A, 
roll 2, frames 1-10; flight 8-B, roll 1, frames 1-6; flight 9, roll 2, 
frames 1-14; and flight 10, roll 2, frames 1-15); BLM's master title plats, 
Alaska Automated Lands and Minerals Record System, easement and Native 
allotment files, and prior navigability reports. In addition, Dot Tideman of 
the BLM's Navigability Section interviewed the following people: 

Name 

Frederick, Frank 

Moses, John, Jr. 
Wade, Mike 
Huttun, Dan 
Perry, Ron 
Snyder, Robert 
Fritz, George 
Demantle, Joseph 
Peter, Phillip 

Phone number and Background 

(825-4520) Akiachak resident 

(825-4520) Akiachak resident 
(543-2847) ADF&C Bethel 
(543-3151) Hunter and fisherman 
(543-3151) F&W Manager, Bethel 
(825-4328) Akiachak Police Chief 
(825-4328) Akiachak Ltd's Land Manager 
(695-6615) Tuluksak resident 
(695-6213) Tuluksak resident 

Sam George, a board member for Akiachak, Ltd. (825-4328). was not familiar 
with the water bodies; however, he suggested several contacts. For a full 
account of the interviews, see Dot Tideman to File F-14823, March 14, 1989. 



Tuluksak River 

On May 22, 1985, the BLM determined the Tuluksak River navigable from its 
mouth to several townships upstream of the report area at Upper Landing (about 
mile fifty-nine). [See John J. Rumps to Chief, Branch of Conveyance Services 
(962), May 22, 1985. ] 

Gweek River 

Gweek River, an anabranch of the Kuskokwim River, heads in lowlands 
approximately eight and one-half miles north of Tuluksak and flows seventy 
miles southwesterly to again join the Kuskokwim River downstream approximately 
seven miles northeast of Bethel. As calculated from the USGS Russian 
Mission A-5, A-6, A-7, 0-5, 0-6, and Bethel D-7 quadrangles, the river has a 
negligible gradient. About fifty-eight miles of the river are meanderable by 
reason of size. NASA infrared aerial photography taken in August 1987 at 
40.000 feet (flight 7, roll 1. frames 29 and 32; flight 8, roll 2, frame 8; 
flight 8A, roll 2, frames 8 and 9; flight 9, roll 2, frames 1, 2, and 4, and 
flight 10, roll 2, frame 5), show the river flowing through swampland. 
Several sect ions are heavily vegetated and appear to be dry (or near iy so) for 
a total of ten miles in Sec. 1, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM., Secs. 20 and 29, 
T. 13 N., R. 66 W., SM, between Secs. 7 and 29, T. 12 N., R. 67 W., SM, and 
upstream of the report area in Secs. 30 and 31, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

Most of the Gweek River's lower reaches in the group survey flow through lands 
that have passed from BLM's jurisdiction in Interim Conveyances 618 and 1027 
and in its upper reaches in T. 13 N., Rs. 64 and 65 W., SM in IC 542. The 
riverbed was excluded from these conveyances, because BLM considered the 
waterway navigable in the conveyed area. Lands remain selected in Sec. 6, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM; Secs. 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 12. T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM; 
T. 12 N., R. 67 W., SM; Sec. I, T. 12 N., R. 68 W., SM.; and Sec. 12, 
T. 11 N., R. 68 W., SM. The river flows through selected lands upstream of 
the report area in T. 14 N., R. 64., SM and through the Yukon Delta National 
Wildlife Refuge in T. 14 N., Rs. 64 and 65 W., SM. 

Six individuals that Tideman contacted provided information concerning their 
travel up a portion of the river. From Bethel, Mike Wade has taken eighteen- 
and twenty-foot boats to a tributary in Sec. 8, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM, 
approximately sixty miles upstream or nearly the river's length. Wade said 
that there is a one-quarter mile section where the river is very narrow. but 
i t  still has a deep channel. finally, he said that he had heard that the 
local people boat the entire river in twenty- and twenty-two-foot boats. 
Robert Snyder has taken a boat to a point approximately eight miles downstream 
from where Wade boated before small alders prevented further upstream travel. 
He thought one can get through this section at high water in the spring. He 
too heard that Tuluksak residents boat the entire river, pulling their boats 
through narrow sections. frank Frederick and John Moses, Jr., often boat to 
about one-half mile below John Moses, Sr.'s, Native allotment which lies about 
forty-five miles upstream in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., R. 67 W., SM in a sixteen-foot 
boat (propeller and lift). Here the river is three to six feet deep and about 
twenty feet wide. Frederick said that they have to line their boat through 
several short stretches; however, the channel remains deep. Philip Peter and 
Dan Huttun boated upstream to T. 12 N., R. 67 W., SM, directly west of 
Tuluksak village. Peter said that the water is six feet deep or more in most 



areas. Huttun thought that the entire river could be boated with minimal 
portaging. George Fritz boated a portion of the river and said that the river 
is open for navigation to Moses' Native allotment. 

Several other individuals provided opinions about the navigability of both the 
upper and lower reaches of the river. Having flown over the i t ,  Ron Perry 
stated that he sees boats on the entire river all the time. He spoke with the 
villagers and said that they claim to boat the river between June and October 
with a minimal amount of portaging. Joseph Demantle said that many Tuluksak 
villagers boat the entire river. 

I determine the Cweek River navigable from its lower mouth to and through 
T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM and from its upper mouth to the middle of Sec. 12, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. One individual boated nearly through the report 
area. The two miles upstream from where he boated are wide -- doubled-l ined 
on the USGS map. The river remains approximately two to three chains wide for 
this distance on the infrared photographs taken in 1987 (roll 2 ,  flight 9, 
frame 2). The upper river ranges from one to four chains wide up to a left 
bank tributary in Sec. 12 ,  T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. Local residents of 
Akiachak and Tuluksak boat these portions of the river on a regular basis. 
All individuals believe that boaters can portage the shallower sections. 

The remainder of the river in the report area is non-navigable. In the 
photographs the river appears to be dry in sections, some of which are a mile 
or more in length. 

Miscellaneous Navigable Water Bodies 

I determine water bodies listed in Tables 3 and 4 navigable. The sloughs 
which have little or no gradient and fill quickly when the Kuskokwim River 
rises during spring breakup and rainy seasons, are considered to be navigable 
if a clear channel is evident in the aerial photographs. Low level 
photographs taken during field examinat ions are also used to determine the 
navigability of marginal streams. During high water periods the sloughs 
certainly are susceptible to canoe navigation. 

Other Water Bodies 

The remaining water bodies are not suitable for navigation. Some of the 
creeks and sloughs are too shallow, narrow, and filled with vegetation. ln 
many cases they are discontinuous and/or dry and landlocked. The unnamed 
tributary from Secs. 12 and 13 to Sec. 6 in T. 9 N., R. 65 W., SM, and its 
left bank stream from Sec. 36 to Sec. 6 are examples. Although the stream and 
its tributary are open downstream, they are less than one-half chain wide, and 
intermittently closed off in areas with what appears to be deadfalls and 
grass. These streams are not canoeable and for all practical purposes they 
are nomavigable. (See August 20, 1987 infrared aerial photographs flight 3. 
roll 1, frames 32 and 33.) The lakes are too small and drained by small 
shallow creeks. Many lakes are also landlocked. 
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Table 1 

Partial List of Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs More Than Three Chains Wide and 
Lakes Fifty Acres in Size in Survey Window 1836 (Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk, 
Kasi~luk, Akiachak, Akiak. Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North) 

1. Kuskokwim River. 

2. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 21, 28, and 29, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

3. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with mouth in Sec. 10, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM and in Sec. 27, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

4. Slough heading in Sec. 34, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, and joining Bogus 
Creek in Sec. 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

5. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with mouths in Sec. 36, 
T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM and Sec. 6, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

6. Anabranch of Kuskokwim and Gweek rivers with mouths in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., 
R. 64 W., SM and in Sec 35, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

7. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 31, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., 
SM and Sec. 36, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

8. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River heading in NW'k Sec. 33, 
T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM and emptying in Sec. 7, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM. 

9. Mishevik Slough in T. 10 N., Rs. 66 and 67 W., SM. 

10. Right-bank slough emptying into the Kisaralik River in Secs. 20 and 21, 
T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 

11. Reindeer Slough from its head in Sec. 21, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., SM to its 
mouth in Sec. 15, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 

12. West channel of Reindeer Slough in Secs. 21 and 28, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., 
SM . 

13. Slough of Kuskokwim River in S'&H of Sec. 8 to its mouth in Sec. 17, 
T. 9N.,R.68W.,SM. 

14. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 2 and 10, T. 9 N., R. 
68 W., SM. 

15. Slough from Kuskokwim River to Kuskokuak. Slough in Secs. 16, 21, and 28, 
T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. 

16. Gweek River in Tps. 9-11 N., R. 69 W., and T. 10 N., R. 68 W., SM. 



17. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 2, 3, and lo, T .  9 N., 
R. 68 W., SM and in Secs. 34 and 35, T. 10 N . ,  R. 68 W., SM. 

18. Kuskokuak Slough . 
19. Pikmiktalik River, and its interconnecting slough in Secs. 4, 5, and 8, 

T. 10 N., R. 73 W., SM. 

20. North Fork Johnson River in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., SM, and in 
T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM (mouth in Secs. 16 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., and 
head in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., SM). 

21. Double-lined slough in Sec. 30, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., SM and in Secs. 24 
and 25, T. 11 N., R. 75 W., SM. 



Table 2 

Navigable Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs Less Than Three Chains Wide and Lakes 
Less Than Fifty Acres in Size Excluded from ICs and TAs in Survey Window 1836 
(Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk, Kasigluk, Akiachak, Akiak, Tuluksak, Bethel (North) 

Kwethluk [North) 

1. Bogus Creek slough in Secs. 2 and 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 
(1C 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

2. Bogus Creek in Sec. 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5) 

3. Kuskokwim River slough in Secs. 3 and 10, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM 
(single-lined on USCS maps), and branch in Secs. 2, 3, and 11, T. 13 N., 
R. 64W., SM. joining Bogus Creek in Sec. 11. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5) 

4. Slough with mouth in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM, in Secs. 5, 8, 9, 
18 and 19, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM.(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

5. Yukaniluk Creek in Secs. 27, 28, 32, and 33, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

6. Cweek River in Secs. 18 and 19, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM, Sec. 13, 
T. 13 N., R. 65 W., Secs. 1 and 2, 10, 11, 14, 21, 22, 23, 26-32, 
T. 11 N., R. 68 W., SM; and in Secs. 25, 35, and 36, in T. 12 N., 
R. 68 W., SM. (ICs 542, 618, 1027) 

7. Lake influent and downstream segment of Fog River in Sec. 2, T. 11 N., 
R. 65 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

8. Mishevik Slough in Secs. 5 and 6, T. 11 N., R. 65 W., SM; Secs. 31 and 
32, T. 12 N., R. 65 W.; Secs. 4, 5, 8 and 18, T. 10 N., R. 66 W.; Tps. 11 
and 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (ICs 542, 61O)(Russian Mission A-5, A-6) 

9. Little Bogus Creek in Secs. 4, 5, 8, 9, 18, and 19, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., 
SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5 and A-6) 

10. Lake effluent entering Mishevik Slough in Sec. 32, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., 
SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

11. Tuluksak River in Secs. 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, and 30, T. 12 N., 
R.65W., SM, and in T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5, A-6) 

12. Kasigluk River in Secs. 31 and 33, T. 9 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 610) 

13. Portion of right-bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in Sec. 1, 
T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM) double-lined on USCS Russian Mission A-6, in 
Secs. 1 and 2, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., and Sec. 35, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. 
(IC 642) 



Slough in Secs. 20 and 21, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-6) 

Left-bank stream/slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in Secs. 22, 23, 24, 25, and 
26, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

Stream heading in lake in Sec. 8, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM, and emptying 
into slough in Sec. 15, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-6) 

Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim with head in Sec. 15 and mouth in 
Sec. 31, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM, and its branch in Secs. 15, 21, and 22. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with head in Sec. 28 and mouth 
in Sec. 32. T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

Right-bank slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 6. T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 
(IC GlO)(Bethel D-6) 

Tributary of Reindeer Slough in Secs. 8 and 9, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM, 
portion double-lined on USCS Bethel D-6. (IC 610) 

Kisaralik River to forks in Sec. 13, T. 9 N., R. 67 W.. SM . 
(IC 610) (Bethel D-6) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 19) in Secs. 17, 18, and 19, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 
(IC 61O)(Bethel D-6) 

Slough in Secs. 8 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. (IC 6lO)(Bethel D-6) 

Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6, T. 10 N., R. 66 W., SM, 
emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., SM. 
(IC 61O)(Bethel D-6) 

Reindeer Slough from its head in Sec. 21, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., SM, to its 
mouth in Sec. 15, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. (IC 610)(Bethel D-6) 

Lake and outlet in Sec. 7, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. (IC 1027)(Bethel D-6) 

Portion of slough double-lined on Bethel D-7 in Secs. 8 and 17, T. 9 N . ,  
R. 68 E., SM. (IC 618) 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough in 
Secs. 16, 21, and 28, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. (ICs 213, 618) (Bethel D-7) 

Kongeruk River in Sec. 31, T. 9 N., R. 72 W., SM. (IC 448) 

Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 29 and 30, T. 11 N., 
R. 72 W., SM. (IC 448)(Marshall A-1) 

Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 35 and 36, T. 9 N., 
R. 73 W., SM. (IC 448)(Baird Inlet D-1) 



Lake effluent in Secs. 4 and 9, T. 9 N., R,  74 W., SM. (IC 485; Baird 
Inlet 0-2) 

Tributary of Johnson River (mouth in Sec. 5, T. 9 N., R. 74 W.) in 
Sec. 5. T. 9 N.. R. 74 W., SM; and in Secs. 28, 32, and 33. T. 10 N., 
R. 74 W., SM. (IC 485)(Baird Inlet D-2) 

Lake effluent in Sec. 27, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM. (IC 485) (Baird 
Inlet 0-2) 

North fork of Johnson River (mouth in Sec. 16, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM) and 
its tributary in Sec. 6, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM and in Secs. 1, 2, and 12, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W . ,  SM. (ICs 485, 595, 678) 

Right-bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 17) of Johnson River in Secs. 7, 8, 
and 17, T. 10 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. (IC 485)(Baird Inlet 0-2) 

Left-bank tributary of Johnson River in Sec. 25, T. 11 N., R. 74 W.. SM 
(single-lined on USGS Marshall A-1). (IC 448) 

Johnson River to and through Sec. 36, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., SM. (ICs 448, 
485, 595) 

Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Secs. 26 and 35, T. 10 N., 
R. 75 W., SM. (IC 595)(Baird Inlet 0-2) 

Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Tps. 9 and 10 N., R. 75 W. , SM, 
heading in Kayigyalik Lake in Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM, and 
emptying into the Johnson at Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. 
(IC 595)(Baird Inlet D-2) 

Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W. , SM, and 
emptying into Johnson River tributary in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 W . ,  
including interconnecting slough in Sec. 21, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., outside 
of Native a1 lotment AA-58195-A. (IC 595)(Baird Inlet 0-2, 0-3) 

Interconnecting slough in Sec. 25. T. 10 N., R. 76 W . ,  SM. (IC 595)(Baird 
Inlet 0-2) 
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Table 3 

Navigable Waters on Lands Selected Under ANCSA or the Statehood Act 
in Survey Window 1836 Identified Through 

Aerial Photo-Interpretation 

Left-bank tributary of Bogus Creek from its mouth in Sec. 3 to tributary 
in SH Sec. 22, T. 13 N., R. 62 W., SM. (Flight 9, roll 2, frame 12, 1987) 
(Russian Mission A-4) 

Bogus Creek in Secs. 1 and 12, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM, and T. 13 N., 
Rs. 62 and63 W., SM. (Flight 9, roll 2, frame 12, 1987) 

Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM), to 
right bank tributary in E% of Sec. 12, T. 13 N., R.65W., SM. 
(Flight 9, roll 2, frame 5, 1987) 

Fog River in Secs. 1, 11, and 14 to tributary in the ENWH of Sec. 13, 
T. 11 N., R. 65 W., SM, and Sec. 36, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., SM. (Flight 7, 
roll 1, frame 36, 1987) 

Little Bogus Creek in Secs. 3 and 10, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., SM. (CIR 60, 
roll 7, frame 277, 1980) 

Right-bank tributary of Tuluksak River in Sec. 25, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., 
SM. (Flight 7, roll 1, frame 36, 1987) (Russian Mission A-5) 

Stream emptying into interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River, in 
Secs. 1, 2, 3, and 11, T. 9N., R. 66 W., SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, 
frame 31, 1987) (Bethel D-6) 

Stream (mouth in Sec. 18) emptying into Mishevik Slough in Secs. 3 and 
10, T.lON., R.66W., SM. (Flight5, rolll, frame30, 1987) 
(Bethel D-6) 

Slough in Secs. 3 and 10, T. 10 N., R. 66 W., SM to lower lake effluent 
in NW% Sec. 10 on USGS Bethel D-6. (Flight 5, roil 1. frame 30, 1987) 
(Bethel 0-6) 

Israthorak Creek to and through Native allotment AA-51769 in Sec. 30, 
T. 13 N., R. 67 W., SM. (Flight 8A, roll 2, frames 6 and 7, 1987) 
(Russian Mission A-7) 

Left-bank tributary of Cweek River in Sec. 12, T. 11 N., R. 68 W., SM. 
(Flight 7, roll 1, frame 29, 1987) (Russian Mission A-6, A-7) 

Left-bank tributary of Gweek River in Secs. 13 and 24, T. 11 N., 
R. 68 W., SM. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 24, 1987) (Russian Mission A-7) 

Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in NW% Sec. 28, T. 10 N., R. 69 W., 
SM. (Flight 4, roll I, frame 24, 1987) (Bethel 0-7) 



Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 22, 27, and 28, 
T. 11 N., R. 72 W . ,  SM. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 13, 1987) (Marshall A-1) 

Right-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 23 and 24, T. 11 N., 
R. 73 W., SM. (Flight 6, roll 1. frame 12,  1987) (Marshall A-1) 

Johnson River in T. 11 N., R. 73 W., SM; Secs. 13, 23, 24, 26,  34 and 35, 
T. 11 N. ,  R. 74 W . ,  SM: and in Sec. 2,  T. 10 N., R. 74 W., SM. 
(Flight 6, roll 1, frames 10,  11, and 12, 1987) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 4 ) .  in Secs. 3 and 4, T. 11 N. ,  R. 74 W., SM. 
(Roll 7, frame 292, 1980) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream in Sec. 7, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. (Roll 7 ,  frame 294, 1980) 
(Roll 1, flight 6, frame 8 ,  1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Interconnecting slough of Johnson River in Secs. 23 and 26, T. 11 N., 
R. 74 W., SM. (Roll 1, flight 6, frames 9 and 10) (Marshall A-1) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in Secs. 27 and 34, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. 
(Roll 1, flight 6, frames 9 and 10, 1987) 

Slough heading in lake in Secs. 1 and 12 (mouth in EW Sec. 1 2 ) ,  T. 10 N., 
R. 75 W., SM. (Flight 5,  roll 1, frame 9 ,  1987) (Baird Inlet D-2) 

Slough connecting Kyigayalik Lake with an unnamed lake in Sec. 12,  
T. 10 N., R. 75 W . ,  SM, including north channel in WH, Sec. 12. 
(Flight 5 ,  roll 1, frame 9 ,  1987) (Baird Inlet D-2) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in E Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R .  75 W . ,  SM. 
(Roll 1, Flight 5, frame 8, 1987) (Baird inlet 0-2) 

Stream in Secs. 7 and 8, T. 11 N., R. 75 W., SM. (Roll 7,  frame 294, 
1980) (Roll 1, flight 6, frame 5 ,  1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream in Secs. 20 and 21, T. 11 N.,  R. 75 W . ,  SM. (Flight 6, roll 1, 
frame 6, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Slough in SEX, Sec.21, T. IIN., R. 75W. ,  SM. (Roll 1, flight6, 
frame 6, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream in Secs. 29 and 30 (mouth in Sec. 29) ,  T. 11 N., R. 75 W., SM. 
(Flight 6 ,  roll 1, frame 6 ,  1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream from Takslesluk Lake (mouth in Sec. 17) ,  in Secs. 17, 18 ,  and 19, 
T. 11 N. ,  R. 76 W., SM, only. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 4,  1987) 
(Marshall A-3) 

Stream from Takslesluk Lake in Sec. 1, T. 11 N., R. 78 W., SM to its 
mouth in Sec. 5, in Secs. 1-5. (Roll 7, frame 299, 1980 ) (Ro l l  1, 
flight 7, frame 4, 1987) (Marshall A-3, A-4) 



30. Stream in Secs. 6 and 7, T. 11 N., R. 78 W., and Sec. 31, T. 12 N., 
R. 78 W., SM. (Roll 7, frame 299, 198O)(Roll 1, flight 7. frame 3, 1987) 
(Marshal 1 A-4) 

31. Taklesluk Lake influent, in Sec. 25, T. 12 N., R. 78 W., SM. (Roll 7, 
frame 299, 1980)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 5, 1987) (Marshall A-3) 

32. Stream in Secs. 28, 29, 32, and 33, T. 12 N., R. 78 W., SM and in Secs. 5 
and 8, T. 11 N., R. 78 W., SM. (Roll 7, frame 299, 1980)(Ro11 1, 
flight 7 ,  frames 3 and 4, 1987) (Marshall A-4) 





13. Stream (southernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) to and 
through Native allotment F-16567 in Sec. 10, T. 12 N., R. 74 W., SM; its 
left bank tributary [mouth in Sec. 10) to and through Native allotment 
F-14386-B in Sec. 12, and its left bank tributary in Sec. 18, T. 12 N., 
R. 74 W.. SM to the middle of Native allotment F-14968-A. (Roll 7, 
frame 293, 1980)(Ro11 1, flight 7, frames 12 and 13, 1987) 
(Marshall A-1.A-2) 

14. Stream in Native allotments F-16337-A, F-14515, and F-15734, in Secs. 29, 
30, 31, and 32, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM [mouths in Sec. 29 and 31). 
(Roll 7, frame 294, 1980)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 9, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

15. Lake and its outlet in NWIASEU of Native allotment F-17534 in Sec. 21, 
T. 9N., R. 76 W., SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, frame 5, 1987) (Baird 
Inlet 0-2) 

16. Stream (mouths in Secs. 21 and 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., SM) in Native 
allotments F-14561 and F-18258, in Secs. 21 and 28. (Flight 3, roll 1, 
frame 5, 1987) (Baird Inlet 0-3) 

17. Interconnecting slough of stream in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 76 W., SM in 
Native allotment F-15827-A. (Flight 4, roll 1, frame 7, 1987) (Baird 
Inlet D-2) 

18. Stream in Native allotment F-14387-8, in Secs. 25 and 36, T. 12 N., 
R. 79W., SM (mouth in Sec. 6, T. llN., R. 78W., SM). (Flight 7, 
roll 1, frame 2, 1987) (Marshall A-4) 



Table 5 

Navi~able Rivers, Streams and Sloughs Less Than 
198 Feet Wide and Lakes Less Than 50 Acres in Size 

in Survey Window 1836 (Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk, Kasiguluk, Akiachak, Akiak, 
Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North) 

Seward Meridian 

Townships 

T. 13 N., R. 62 W. 
Bogus Creek and its left-bank tributary from its mouth in Sec. 3 ,  to tributary 
in SH Sec. 22.  

T. 13 N., R. 63 W. 
Bogus Creek. 

T. 11 N.. R. 64 W. 
Tuluksak River. Right fork of Fog River (mouth in Sec. 5 )  along Native 
allotment AA-56435 in Sec. 30.  Left-bank tributary of right fork of Fog River 
in Native allotment AA-56435. 

T. 13 N., R. 64 W.. 
Bogus Creek. Bogus Creek slough in Secs. 2 and 11. Slough (mouth in 
Sec. 1 9 ) ,  in Secs. 5 ,  7 ,  8, 9 ,  18 and 19.  Yukaniluk Creek in Secs. 2 7 ,  28, 
32,  and 33.  Kuskokwim River slough in Secs. 3 and 10 (single-lined on USGS 
map), and branch in Secs. 2 ,  3 ,  and 11. Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19) to right bank tributary in EH of Sec. 12 ,  T. 13 N., R .  65 W., SM. 

T. 9 N., R. 65 W. 
None. 

T. 10 N., R. 65 W. 
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 65 W. 
Lake influent in Sec. 2 .  Fog River in Secs. 1 ,  11, and 14 to tributary in 
E%WH of Sec. 13. Tuluksak River. Mishevik Slough. 

T. 12 N., R. 65 W. 
Fog, Gweek, and Tuluksak rivers. Right-bank tributary of Tuluksak River in 
Sec. 25.  Mishevik Slough. Fog River in Sec. 36.  Lake effluent entering 
Mishevik Slough in Sec. 32.  Little Bogus Creek. 

T. 13 N., R. 65 W. 
Cweek River in Secs. 4 ,  5 ,  7 ,  and 8. Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19,  T. 13 N., R. 65 W.) to right bank tributary in E% of Sec. 12.  

T. 9N., R. 66 1. 
Kasigluk River. Interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River in Native 
allotments M-55907 in Secs. 8 and 17 ,  AA-55908 in Secs. 16 and 17,  and in 
F-033569 in Secs. 9 and 16,  and its tributary in Secs. 1 ,  2, 3, and 11. 



T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Mishevik Slough. Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6, T. 10 N., 
R. 66 W., SM and emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., 
SM. Stream (mouth in Sec. 18), emptying into Mishevik Slough in Secs. 3 and 
10. Slough in Secs. 3 and 10, to lower lake effluent in NWlk Sec. 10. 

T. 11 N., A. 66 W. 
Mishevik Slough. Portion of right bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in 
Sec. 1) double-lined on USCS map in Secs. 1 and 2. Left-bank stream/sloueh 
(mouth in Sec. 22) in Secs. 22; 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27. Slough in Secs. 50 
and 21. 

T. 12 N.. R. 66 W. 
Tuluksak River. Stream in Native allotment F-17363-A in Secs. 4 and 9. 
Mishevik Slough. Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim with head in Sec. 15 
and mouth in Sec. 31, and its branch in Secs. 15, 21, and 22. Interconnecting 
slough of Kuskokwim River with head in Sec. 28 and mouth in Sec. 32. Portion 
of right bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in Sec. 1, T. 11 N., 
R. 66 W., SM) double-lined on USGS map in Sec. 35. Stream heading in lake in 
Sec. 8, and emptying into slough in Sec. 15. 

T. 13 N., R. 66 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 9 N., R. 67 W. 
Right-bank slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 6. Kisaralik River to forks in 
Sec. 13. Reindeer Slough. Double-lined portion of tributary of Reindeer 
Slough in Secs. 8 and 9. Slough in Secs. 8 and 17. Slough in Secs. 17, 18, 
and 19 (mouth in Sec. 19). -. 
T. 10 N., R. 67 W. 
Mishevik and Reindeer sloughs. Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6, 
T. 10 N., R. 66 W., SM, emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., 
R. 67 W., SM. 

T. 11 N., R. 67 W. 
None. 

T. 12 N.. R. 67 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 13 N., R. 67 W. 
lsrathorak Creek to and through Native allotment AA-51769 in Sec. 30 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W. 
Portion of Kuskokwim River slough double-lined on USCS map in Secs. 8 and 17. 
Lake and effluent in Sec. 7. Slough in Secs. 16, 21, and 28. Slough in 
Native allotment F-17800 in Sec. 5. Slough in Native allotment F-17206-8 in 
Sec. 30. Lake and outlet in Secs. 6 and 7. 

T. 10 N., R. 68 W. 
Cweek River. 



T. 11 N., R. 68 W. 
Cweek River. Left-bank tributary of Cweek River in Sec. 12. Left-bank 
tributary of Cweek River in Secs. 13 and 24 (mouth in Sec. 14). 

T. 12 N.. R. 68 W. 
Cweek River. Israthorak Creek. 

T. 13 N., R. 68 W. 
Israthorak Creek. 

T. 9 N., R. 69 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 10 N., R. 69 W. 
Cweek River. Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in Native allotment F-17083 
in Sec. 1. Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in NWU Sec. 28. 

T. 11 N., R. 69 W. 
Cweek River. Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in Native a1 lotment F-17083 
in Sec. 36. 

T. 12 N., R. 69 W. 
Israthorak Creek. 

T. 9 N., R. 70 W. 
Cweek River. Tubungaluk Creek in Native allotment M-51614 in Secs. 14 and 15 
(mouth inSec. 18, T. 9N., R. 69 W., SM). 

Tps. 10 and 11 N., R. 70 W. 
None. 

Tps. 9, 10 and 11 N., R. 71 W. 
None. 

T. 9 N., R. 72 W. 
Kukthluk River and right-bank tributary in Native allotment F-14378 in 
Sec. 30. Kongeruk River in Sec. 31. 

T. 10 N., R. 72 W. 
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 72 W. 
Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 22, 27, 28, 29, and 30. 

T. 9 N., R .  73 W. 
Johnson River. Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 35 and 36. 

T. 10 N., R. 73 W. 
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 73 W. 
Right-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Sec. 23 and 24. Johnson River. 



T. 9 N.. R. 74 W. 
Johnson River. Lake effluent in Secs. 4 and 9. North Fork Johnson River 
(mouth in Sec. 16) and its southernmost tributary in Sec. 6. Tributary of 
Johnson River in Sec. 5. Lake effluent in Sec. 27. 

T. 10 N., R. 74 W. 
Iohnson River. Right-bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 17) of Johnson -River in 
Secs. 7, 8, and 17. North Fork Johnson River in Sec. 31. Tributary of 
Johnson River in Secs. 28, 32, and 33. Slough (mouth in Sec. 29) and its 
northern tributary in Native allotment F-14961-C, in Sec. 29. 

T. 11 N., R. 74 W. 
Johnson River. Stream in Sec. 7. Left-bank tributary of Johnson River in 
Sec. 25 (single-lined on USCS map). Interconnecting slough of Johnson River 
in Secs. 23 and 26. Slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in Secs. 27 and 34. Slough in 
Secs. 3 and 4 (mouth in Sec. 4). 

T. 12 N., R. 74 W. 
Stream (southernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N.. R. 75 W., SM) to and through 
Native allotment F-16567 in Sec. 10; its left-bank tributary (mouth in 
Sec. 10) to and through Native allotment F-14386-B in Sec. 12, and its 
left-bank tributary in Sec. 18 to the middle of Native allotment F-14968-A. 
Stream (northernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) to and through 
Native allotment F-14256-0 in Sec. 7, and its tributary in Sec. 7 in Native 
allotment F-18198-A. 

T. 9 N.. R. 75 W. 
Johnson River. Anabranch of Johnson River and North Fork Johnson River in 
Secs. 1, 2 and 12. Slough in Secs. 2, 3, and 11, mouth in Johnson River at 
Kasigluk. Right-bank tributary of Johnson River heading in Kayigyalik Lake in 
Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM and emptying into the Johnson River at 
Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
Johnson River. Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Secs. 26 and 35. 
Slough connecting Kyigyalik Lake with an unnamed lake in Sec. 12, including 
north channel in W% Sec. 12. Slough heading in lake, in Secs. 1 and 12 (mouth 
in EH Sec. 12). Slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in Elh Sec. 15. Right-bank 
tributary of Johnson River heading in Kyigyalik Lake in Sec. 15 and unnamed 
lake in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM, emptying into the Johnson River at 
Kasigluk in Sec. 2. T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake 
in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., SM, and emptying into Johnson River tributary 
in Sec. 22, including interconnecting sloughs in Sec. 21, outside of Native 
a1 lotment F-14873-A. 

T. 11 N., R. 75 W. 
Stream in Secs. 7 and 8. Stream in Secs. 29 and 30 (mouth in Sec. 29). 
Stream in Secs. 20 and 21. Slough in SE% Sec. 21. 

T. 12 N., R,. 75 1, 
Stream in Native a1 lotments F-16337-A, F-14515, in Secs. 29, 30, 



T. 9 N., R. 76 W. 
Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec, 28, T, 9 N., R. 76 W., SM, and 
emptying into Johnson River tributary in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM. 
Lake and its outlet in NW%SE'/r of Native allotment F-17534 in Sec. 21. Stream 
with mouths in Secs. 21 and 28 in Native allotments F-14561 and F-18258. 

T. 10 N., R. 76 W. 
Stream emptying into lohnson River tributarv in Sec. 22. T. 10 N.. R .  75 W.. 
SM and heading-in ~unavak~ak Lake in Sec. 2i, T. 9 N.. R. 76 W., SM, and it; 
interconnecting slough in Sec. 25. Slough in Native allotment AA-18257 in 
Secs. 4 and 5 (mouth in Kyigyalik Lake in Sec. 6, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM). 

T. 11 N., R. 76 W. 
Stream from Takslesluk Lake (mouth in Sec. 17), in Secs. 17, 18, and 19. 

T. 12 N., R. 76 W. 
None. 

Tps. 9, 10, and 11 N., R. 77 W. 
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 78 W. 
Stream in Secs. 5 and 8 (mouth in Sec. 8). Stream from Takslesluk Lake in 
Sec. 1, to its mouth in Sec. 5, in Secs. 1-5. Stream in Secs. 6 and 7 (mouth 
in Sec. 7 ) .  

T. 12 N., R. 78 W. 
Takslesluk Lake influent in Sec. 25. Stream in Secs. 28, 29, 32, and 33 
(mouth in Puk Palik Lake in Sec. 8, T. l l N . ,  R. 78W., SM). Stream in 
Sec. 31 (mouth in Sec. 6, T. 11 N., R. 78 W., SM). 

T. 12 N., R. 79 W. 
Stream in Native allotment F-14387-8 in Secs. 25 and 36 (mouth in Sec. 6, 
T. 11 N., R. 78 W., SM). 
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JUN 2 7  looo 

Dennis P. Daigger 
Land Management Officer 
State Interest Determinations Unit 
Division of Land and Water Management 
Department of Natural Resources 
BOX 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Dear Mr. Daigger: 

We have reviewed the attached list of water bodies on State patented land 
which you provided me in the afternoon of June 25. We have struck from the 
list all water bodies that we believe are non-navigable or that we lack 
sufficient information on which to make a conclusion. We also struck all 
water bodies located on the North Slope because, pursuant to the Submerged 
Lands Act, title to the beds of navigable waters (if any) in this area did not 
pass to the State at the time of statehood. 

We believe that the remaining water bodies are navigable for inflatable rafts, 
canoes, and larger watercraft with a payload of about a thousands pounds or 
more. In general, these rivers and streams are wide (double-lined on the USCS 
maps) and have gradients less than fifty feet per mile. In some cases, we had 
physical character and use information in our working files or in the regional 
reports . 
It could be that there are additional navigable water bodies. To identify 
them, we would have to locate and interview potential sources or examine the 
water body in the field. However. time and funding limitations do not allow 
us to study these water bodies further. If you have information about 
specific water bodies, we will be glad to consider it. 

Sincerely, 

C. Michael Brown 
Chief, Navigability Section 

Attachment 

J961 :MBrown: lm:6-26-90:21681 
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September 29, 1992 

Memorandum 

To: Central Files 

From: Navigable Waters Specialist 

Subject: Inquiries about Navigability of Kisaralik River 

On September 23, Paul Jackson came to the Public Room for information about the navigability 
status of the Kisaralik River. I asked him what part of the river he was concerned about as it 
likely was not all of the same status. He had heard it was navigable and therefore he thought 
it was under State jurisdiction. His interest was in making a private float down the river. He 
needed to get to work, so I researched it and called him back at 562-4155 where he works for 
the successor to the Northrim Corporation. I called him back and informed him that the lowest 
about three miles in T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM, were excluded from conveyance to Kokmui t  
Corporation (Akiak); through the rest of that township and through 8 and 9 N., R. 66 W., SM, 
the riverbed was conveyed to the co~poration by IC 610. Upstream, through the Togiak Refuge, 
no formal determination of navigability has been made. Beyond the refuge in Tps. 3 N., R. 59 
W., and 3 and 4 N., R. 60 W., the land is patented to the State. I believed they considered it 
navigable. I said I did not have information about permits and any management arrangements 
of the State and the USF&WS. 

On Monday, September 28, Dan AUlison of the State's Division of Water called for information 
about the Kisaralik as he had a question from the public and could not find indications in his 
office about the river's navigability status. He said he understood the river is navigable on some 
State-owned lands, but had no record to indicate it. I rechecked the status and phoned him back 
with the information. 

The following is a summary of the navigability status of the Kisaralik River at this time. It was 
determined navigable for the first few miles to a tributary in Sec. 13, T. 9\N., R. 67 W., and 
excluded from IC 610. The next fifteen or so miles of its bed was conveyed to the Kokarmuit 
Corporation for village of Akiak (from the fork in Sec. 13, T. 9 N., R. 67 W. through Tps. 9 
N., 67 W., 9 N., 66 W., and 8 N. 66 W., SM). It is in the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge 
through nine townships where BLM never determined its navigability (T. 8 N., Rs. 64 and 65 
W., Tps. 5-8 N., 63 W., Tps. 3, 4 and 5 N., R. 62 W., T. 3 N., R. 61 W., SM). In Tps. 3 
N., R. 59 W., and 3 and 4 N., R. 60 W., patented to the State of Alaska, the Chief, 
Navigability Section, concurred that the Kisaralik is navigable. [C. Michael Brown to Dennis 
P. Daigger, June 17, 1990, in f i e  2628 (961)l. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
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ANCHORAOE, hLA0KA 90613-7699 

DEC 11 1s96 
1945 

Mr. Michael B. Ebarden 
Refum-kr 
Yukon Delta N a t i d  Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. BOP 348 
Bethel, Alnaka 99668 

Dear Mr. Rearden: 

This in in mqome to your letter of OcLdrer 11,1996 b Jeff Denbrr at out Anchorage 
Dintrid Offlo requeeiting, amwg other thine, the hiatory and statua of the Bureau of 
Land Mananenrente (BLM) naviwbiitv 5 d b  for Eertain riven and s t r u m u  in the --. - -. 
YU~O~-KWI&+I Delta ~ s t i & l  wlfdlife &go. Encloned a m  brid chronologies of 
the BL?Cm nnrigabiiity findhe for t h e  requeatod eight r iven and .streams. N o h  
Heath, Deputy State Directoror Iandn, %srPb, Gd Resour-, rwponded to your 
other requcata for information in his lettar dated November 24. 1995. 

As noted in the November 24th letter, the BLM bvestigata the navigability of water 
bodies on lan& &elected under the Alaska 8t.khood Act, the Alaaka Native Claims 
Settlement A& and the Native Allotment Act. Its numow is to ensure that the . . ~ 

State, Native &rationa, and Native individuals are not charged for the submerged 
land acreem of nnoavinablo wafer bodiar. Thwe entitieu and individuals pre c h m d  
for land 6derlyin~non-navigab1o riven-and mtrehm lras than 3 chains 
lak- lees than 60 acrsr, in sue. 

In the attached chronologies you rill notics casea ahera the BLM re-examined the 
navigsbiity of a river eweral times and, in a few inutanees, reached oppoeite 
navigabiity amcluaiona, In Ease of the Kwetbluk River, for example, the BLM found 
the lower reaches non-navigable, lad 12 -6 later decided that tbe upper reach@ 
were navigable. Is this an arbitrary act? No, it ia the reault of the wurb ckrifying 
the legal standard for navipbility ~~~~~~~. la 1979, the Alaska Native Claims 
Appeda Board issued a decision on the navigability of the Natirm and Knndik Rivera. 
In 1987 and 1989, respectively, the U. 6 .  Dietrict Court and N i  Clrcuit Court 
h u e d  deciaione on the G h a  River's navigability. Each decision further clarified 
our undersbndkg of what ie A w&d& miter body, a d  - w -  4k 
a-weds tearn ine t i -  weremoditid uzm&& 
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By law, o n a  the riparian lands have beea conveyed. M with an inbrim conveyance to 
a Native aqnxation, 'the Unitod 8tah no 1- hzia any right, title, or intend in 
the submerged Inn& (Public Law 100496). Thua, in caw like the K w d h k  Rioer, 
which does not meet the menndnr size criteria the BLM haa no authdtv on ita om . - 
initiative to reviait the h u e  of the r i v d s  na&biiliLy whem the riparian lan& have 
betm mnveyd out ofF.d.lrl ownemhip. Howawr, this actim muld be undmtab if 
both the aurt.ee owner and oubswfndomer requeat ik By authority of sactim 916 
of the F e d d  Land Policy pad Managemeat Act of 1976'Bublic Lea 94.679) and 
Department @tiom (43 CFR 18661. the BLM may m i *  a mwioua 
~ t m t i ~ d e t a r m i i t i m  dnadgnbllity or n a n - ~ v i p b i l i ~ .  If-navigable, the 
river muld k meandad  and the aubmtugd lands excluded h m  the - k t .  IT non- 
navigable, tho river would not be m e a n d d  Agaii h o w ,  tbia action 
the apememt of both the wfacll and adwwfam omem. In th4 R i m  
region, s.vral village aqamtiom. as well aa the Cdinta Corporation, haw &man 
not to avail t h d v a  of this option. 

If you have queutiatrr about tho attached ehmaology or if you need additional 
information about the B W n  navigability program, please d me at (907) 271-6477. - 
If you want kS-tion about the navigability or nwsy htum of other rotor bodies. 
you ahould amtact Lynette Nakazawa, Chid Mapping Scien-, Divhion of Cadaabal 
Survey, at (907) 2714274. 

C. Michael Brown 
Navigable Waters Spocialiat 

Enclwure 
Navigabuitp Status Repant (5 pp) 

az Sharon Jnnia, Chief 
Division of Landa 
U. S. Fish & Wddlife Service , 
1011 E. Tudor Road 
Anchomp. Alsska 99503 
(wfmcl) 



NAVIGABILITY STATUS REPORT FOR DOCUB CREEK, TULUKBAK RIVER, 
rJnzE KASIGLUK EUVER, KISARALIK RIVER, AKULIKUTAK RIVER, 

KwElWI.UK RNER, EEK RIVER, AND OWEEK RIVER IN THE KUBKOKWIM 
W R  REGION 

The Bureau of Land Management (BtM) bnr oomLteotIy held tbat this creek is  
navigable. h~ 1981, it dwided that Bop6 creek i# aavigable from ita mouth tbrougb 
the use m&ctd by Tuluhak rill~gs. The meek bed ny ~ J u d e d  fnun In- 
Crmw3yancs Na. 642 and 643 in S s  11, T. 13 N., R &( W., SM. The Kuakokwh 
River rlough into which Bogus Book emptim is abo amsidered iiavigable. 

In 1989, the BLM aDntirmed that Bogur Cheek L ~ * b l e  throu& the 
rill.ge selection area; that L, in Sea. 1 and 12, T. 13 N., K 64 W,, and in T. IS N., 
Eb. 62 and 63 W., SM. Howuver, in the mume. of t e n  Native allotment 
rolectionq it found tbat the c r e d  is navignble aa tr upatream as the Native 
dotmsat ,  F-18634 Parcel D, located in 8ec. 3% T. 11 N.. R 81 W.. SM. (On the UBGS 
map, this stream ir, rhown M a tributary of Bopm Creek. In aerial photoq thb 
otream~ aIrpesrs to be the main channel of Boguc~Crwk.) This is the uppclrmoet poiat 
of  the Q B B ~  that we have wmidered for navigabity. 

The BLM haa ale0 identined two triiutuiw of Bogu Crwk M navigable: 

1. The &ht bank tr ibuw m Sea. 2 and 11, T. 13 N.. R. 64 W.. SM (excIuded 
frmn IC 642 and 643). 

2. he left bank fzibutary of B o p  Creek h m  its mouth in See. 3 ta tributery in 
6% See. 22, T. 13 N, R. 62 W., SM. 

The BLM ham issued two nnvigab'ility ilndinga for Chi river. In 1981. while 
conaidering navigable watem and ersemanb iu the Tululeak village selection area, it 
decided that the river is navigable ttom ita mouth to a formla barge lading site in 
Srrc 32, T. 12 N., R. 64 W., SM. In 1986, aRer mmpleting an himtorim1 study of water 
bodies in the Kuskokwim River region, it h e d  a fmding that the Tulukuak Rivsr is 
navigable to another former boat landing mite called Upper Landing, reporbdly about 
4.6 miles abwe Otter Creek. In all, about 69 milm of the river in considered 
navigable. 

The BLM has a h  identSed five Mbutariee of the Tuluknak River as navignble: 

1. Little Bogas Creek from ita mouth to and into SW?/rN?W Sec 36, T. 13 N., 
R. 64 W., Shf,h&dkg Y W u k  b k .  ( T b = 6 r a a d d d  from IC 
W J  

Enclosure 1-6 



2. Right bank tributary of T ~ l u b r k  River in Sw. 26, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. 
Only the portion ia Section 26 wan exnmlned and found navigable. 

8. The alough and lake syrrbm which cr+tenda from the 'hlukank River in k 38, 
T. 12 N., R. 66 W., to Misherilr Slough in Sec. S& 12 N, R 66 W, SM. 

4. Fog River in Sw. 1,11, and 14 to tributary in E%W% of See 13, T. 11 N, 
I?. 86 W.. SM aad Bee. 86. T. 12 N., R. 66 W.. 6M. 

6. Right fork of Fag R i m  along Native allotment AAt66436 and ifr left bank 
tributary in allotment in Sea 30, T. 11 N., R 64 W., BM. 

Kaairduk IUver and Little m~luk River 

The lower reach= of the Xmightk River fla through Lncb amveged b the W 
v i b g ~  auporation (IC 810). In 1982, the BLM decided that the rive in T. 9 N., 
R 67 W., T. 9 N., R. 66 W., and T. 8 N., R 66 W., SM, in non-navigable. A short 
segmmt of the river in T. 8 N., R. 67 W.. SM, elao wea not excluded from lan& 
ameyed to the K d u k  village corporation (ICs 213,214). The river here am abo 
dM to be non-naPig.ble. 

At the time of interim conwyance, it waa thought that tho lowr K u i  River mey 
be tidal. Aaarding to Lynette Nebzawa, who heads a team of photo-intaprebra 
responsible for uwting meandem in tho D i i o n  of Cadastral Surveg, the rive i. not 
tidal, but much of the reach in T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM, ia 9 & a i ~  or more in width. 
Thw, baed an ita width alone, thin reach wi l l  be meandered and the submerged 
lands segregated &om uplandm on the survey plat. 

The BLM b not litudied tb. remainder of ti& river for nooigability. The m a s  
appliw to its tributariee, including Little Kaaigluk River. 

In 1982, the BLM decided that & the first few mila, of thin river in ~rpvigable. 
F d m g  the river reach in the area lialected by the Akialt villnge mrpatetion, it 
found the river navigable b a tributary in See 13, T. 9 N., R 67 W., SM, and 
excluded the submerged lands fivrm IC 810. The remainder of the r i m  (about 
16 mil-) in the selection area was considered to be non-navigable. The river bed 
from tho tributary in Sec. 13, T. 9 N., R. 67 W. through T. 9 N., R 6'7 W., T. 9 N., 
66 W., and T. 8 N., R. 66 W., SM, wan not excluded fmm IC 610. 

In 1989. the BLhl examined Native allotment selections in the area selected by or 
conveyed to the Akiak village m a t i o n ,  and identified additional navigable waters. 
S&5ally, it decided that the slough heading in the Kisaralik River in 84c 28, 
T. 9 N., R. 66 W., SM, and reh-g to the Kisaralik in Sec 13, T. B N., R 67 W., 
Sb4 navigable. A stream that emptiea iato thb slough in he. 8, T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
SM, a abo d d a r e d  toh-u-~k 2. T.4 #.,.6?..98W..m. 
A t t 8 e e ~ & ~ ~ h j a ~ ~ ~ ~ t h n t t ) R . * a t s l  



bodies were non-navigable nnd did not nxclude them &om the interim coawy~~,ce. 
Therefore, thwe waters w i l l  not be meandered and the rubmerged lan& ~ogregatd 
from interimamveyed uplandm unlew the murvey n h m  they nre tidal or meet the 
size criteria for meander linen. However, where t h y  flow through Netive dlotment. 
or lands adeded by but not yet oarveyed to the Native oorpwatiom, thoy wi l l  be 
meandered and the nubmerged inn& oegrqnted from Fedwnl upbda.  

In l9BO. at the requast d the State &Ah&, the BLMrem~idered the na.iepb'ity 
of the upper reach- of the Kianrnl* n p d i a l l y  on Inn& patantad to tbm Stab of 
A h k a  in Tps. 3 N.. K 69 W., and 9 and 4 N., R 60 W., 8M. Y . m  ngo, the ELM had 
found thL reach to be non-navigable md chnrpd the rubnrergd land stump ag.irut 
the Btate'm entitlement. Upon rhmw of the f a d  nnd recent court dedmionm ia the 
Gulknnn River am, the agency decided that the 8t.k rhould not haw becm char& 
for the nubmerged land acreage bwaune the river up to K h d k  'Wu h navigable. 

J KWdllrrlr Rivet 

In 1979, the BLM issued IC'n 218 and 214 to the Kwethluk village wpomtirm and 
Wta Chrporation, reclpdively. The Kuskokwjm Rim, Kmkokuak Slough, 
Tupuknuk 81ough, and Church Slough were the d y  water badion d u d e d  Erom the 
amveyenwn by muon of ~~igeibiity.  The Kwethluk Rivar in T. 8 N., R. 89 W, 
T. 7 N., R. 69 W., T. 7 N.. R 68 W, nnd T. 6 N.. R. 68 W., 8 4  was not mcluded &om 
the htarim mnveyance8. It was conaidered ta ha MU-navigable. 

The Division of Cadaatrnl Survey reports that the riva ia not tidnl. However, 
according to Lynattn N.k.uwa, mu& of the lower ranch in T. 8 N.. R. 69 W., SM, M 
3 chaina or more in width. On the w e y  plat, tb reach will be meandered and the 
submerged Ian& segregated from uplaado. The rtmaiudar al the rivwr in this 
tmwmhip m d  in T. 7 N.. R. 69 W.. SM, t lmm than three & a h  in width, and thus 
will not be segregated on the s w e y  plab. 

In 1991. the BLM reconaidered the navieabiihr of thkr river above the interim- 
conveyed area. Our D i e i o n  of ~adas t r i l  s ~ &  wao prepaMg s w e y  krstructionn 
for numeroum ~ m d l  trncb, like Native allotment pards ,  located on nnd along the 
river above the intsrimanveyed area, and a d d  to know whether or not to-exclude 
tbe river &om the aurveyn of Native allotment bcruzldariw. APa&ziig new 
information in light of the Federal courts' decinionm in the Gulknna River m e ,  the 
BLbf d u d e d  that the Kwethluk River ia navigable born T. 5 N., R. 68 W. b and 
through T. 3 N.. R 66 W., SM. The river nowe through swea tomahipa in this 
roach. 

J m t a k  River 

In 1979 tha BLM did not exclude thi.~ river from 1C 213 and 214 in Tp.. 7 nnd 8 N., 
R. 68W.. and T. 6 aad 7 N., R. 67 W., SM. W e  found the river to be non-navigeble. 
Since, tbe oeency haa not comiderad h povj&&ty of the remaipder of the h e r .  



J Gwwk River 

Thie rivar flom thmugb the relection arw d Bethel, AkiPchak. Akialg a d  m a  
villagss. The G w d  River wna excluded from all ICs ci b& along W river. (ICs 
64,618,1027) In 1978 the ELM wmidered it a tidal wakway through the 
wnveyanw arm. ha la81 the Wncy w ~ i d d  the rher to be an in- 
dough of the h k a k w i m  Rner. However, it changad thin pit ion after ntudyhl~ 
high altitude -lor infrared photograph of the area and new information collected 
thruugh intardm with local midaub and wercunmt.omdrlr. In 1989 the 
decided that the river in navigable by rewon of uno fmm ib mouth to and thrrmgh 
Beaim 4, T. 18 N., R. 86 W, SM. Beyond, the river appeam to be drg or m 
fix amaidorable dhhnm. Howwar, it dm found the "head" of the river to ba 
navigable a abort -m; that h, trom the Kuokokwim River in 8.c. 19, T. lSN., R. 
64 W., 6M, to a point in the middle of Sec. 12, T. 13 N., R. 66 W, SM. 

The BLhf &o identified the following tributariee of Gwwk Rivw an navigable 

1. Lekbank tributary in He@. 12. T. 11 N., R. 68 W., SM. 
- 

2. Left-bank tributary in See. 13 and 24 (mouth in Sec. 141, T. 11 N., R. 68 W., 
SM. 

3. Right-bank tributary in Native allotment F-17089 in See. 1. T- 10 N., R. 69 W., 
SM. 

4. Right-bank tributary in W A  See. 28, T. 10 N., R. 69 W,, SM. 

5. Right-bank tributary in Native Allotmant F-17089 in Sec 36. T. 11 N., R. 69 
W., SM. 

,, Eak River. 

The BLM has mnsisbntly held this river to be navigable. In 1983 it d e d  the 
nnvigability of Eek River in the Eek Pillage nelection area. the bark of 
information provided by load rasidents, it dedded tho river ie navigable &om its 
moutb b and through T. 1 N., R. 73 W.. SM; that is. though the selection area. In 
1988 the BLM again e.xnmined the Eek village selection area for naviebls water 
bodies that might meet the U. S. Diebict Court'e atandmi of navigability as deecribed 
in the GuUrana River m e .  It found three additional navigable water bodim on 
Federal lands: 

1. A l a k m  and its outlet in Sec. 3, T. 1 N., R 72 W., SM. 

2. A eiough in S-. 16-20, T. 2 N., R. 7 W., SM. 

3. A slough iu See. 96, T. 2 N., R. 74 W., to searnd tibutuy on right flmlcing 
upstream). 



Finally, ia 1989 the BLM invcatigated the navigability of the river upstream af the 
village nelection m a ,  focusing on thwe river negaenb that amad Native allohent 
claims. Ae P mult of thin etudy, it conduded thet the Ekk River b navigable &un its 
mouth to and through Native aUobaent F.16812-C in Sec 28, T. 1 N., R. 67 W., SM. 
In addition, it found that the Middle Fork Eek Rivw ia navigable &om Ea River to 
and through Native allotment AA-81272-B in See 12, T. 3 8., R. 69 W., 8M. 
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Bruce Babbitt ,. 

Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street W 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Babbitt: 

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 15 

The State of Alaska intends to file real property quiet title 
actions as to the submerged lands described on the list attached as 
appendix A, and is providing you this notice pursuant to 28 U . S . C .  
5 2409a(m). Title to these lands passed to Alaska at statehood 
based on the equal footing doctrine, the Submerged Land Act of May 
22, 1953, P.L. 83-31, 67 Stat. 29, 43 U.S.C. SS 1301 et seq., and 
the Alaska Statehood Act 02 July 7, 1958. P.L.  85-508,  72 Stat. 
339, 48.U.S.C. note preceding S21. 

Sincerely, 

BRUCE M. BOTELHO 
ATTORNEY GENHULL 

I 

Attorney General 

Attachment v 
ca: L a u r i e  Adams, Regional Solicitor, Department of Interior 

Tom Allen, State Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Niles Cesar, Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
David B. Allen, Reqional Director, Fish and Wildlife Service 
Robert Barbee, Regional Director, National Park Service 
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Copp.r River -ion 
Copper River 

KUk River 
Meada River 
IlukpoWrUk River 

~ristol Bay Ragion 
Arolik River 
Kansktok River 
Kisaralik River 
Goodnews River 
Togiak River 
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Memorandum - Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 16 

To: Chief, Branch of Survey Preparation and.Policy Interpretation (AK925) 

F17100 (2561)' 

9600 (924) 

From: Chief, Branch of Mapping Sciences (AK924) 

Subject: Navigability Review for Waters in Window 2700 

The purpose of this memorandum is to indicate the navigability status of those water bodies on 
selected lands within Window 2700. The window, scheduled to be surveyed in FY'98, is 
composed of 37 Native Allotments, one State Selection and no village Selections in 24 town&ips 
After review, I found six Native Allotment selections that needed navigability recommendations 
They are depicted on the attached appendix and maps. 

The window lies within the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Rehge created in 1980 by PL96-487. 
The lands are selected but not yet conveyed under the Alaska Statehood Act, Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act and the Native Allotment Act. Previous BLM administrative navigability 
determinations for the following rivers in Window 2700 are listed below. 

The Tuluksak River was determined navigable from its mouth to the Upper Landing located about 
59 miles upstream. (See naviqability report 5122185 Bethel Quad File) and to mile 68.5 through 
Sec. 8, T. 10 N.. R. 61W.. Seward Meridian. (See navigability report June 4, 1993 Bethel). 

The Kisaralik River was determined navigable From its confluence with the Kuskokuak Slough in 
Sec. 19, T. 9N., R. 67W.. SM to the "Y' in Sec. 13, T. 9N., R. 67W.. SM. (See Memorandum 
for Final Easements for the Village of Akiak 6/22/82 F-14824-EE, IC610). Within the window, 
the Kisaralik varies from two to three chains wide. is braided and has many intennittent streams. 
Most Native allotments are situated either along the Kisaralik or its intermittent streams except 
for Native Allotment F15903 situated in Sec. 8, T. 8N., R. 65 W., Seward Meridian. The sketch 
diagram of the allotment dated 9/25/74, depicts the allotment straddling an anabranch of the 
Kisaralik River. When compared to the Kisaralik River configuration in the 1954 USGS 

'File also in Native Allotment Files: F17062, F16917, 
F16013, F17318,  '15903 



topographic map (aerial photography taken 1955 and 1957) and with the 1981 NASA aerials 
(CIR 40: Flight 2, Frames 37 or 38. August 1981). it was evident that within this allotment, the 
Kisaralik River had jumped it's bank and cut a new chamel which resulted in drying up the 
anabranch. This avulsive action was brought to the attention of Frank Hardt, the Riparian 
Boundary Specialist in Cadastral Survey who brought this to the attention of the StateiBLM 
Working Group Committee. He asked if the State would like the anabranch, now dried up. 
segregated within this allotment. The State said not to segregate since there are no State lands in 
the surrounding area. On September 15, 1997 a field inspection by helicopter revealed that the 
river had cut a new channel which now formed the southern boundary of this Native Allotment. 
The anabranch was dried up and heavily vegetated with willows and trees. Photographs and a 
video were taken and copies were given to the Branch of Survey Preparation and Policy 
Interpretations to aid them in the writing of Special Instructions. 

Additionally, within this same township the Kisaralik River cut through it's banks and created a 
small stream flowing into a Right Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk, IocaUy known as 
"Chicoyuilnuk", within Secs. 8 & 17. Kwethluk residents say they do not use this stream because 
it is too shallow, too narrow and lined with willows and trees which obstruct passage. A field 
inspection by helicopter on September 15, 1997 confirmed the stream to be shallow, about 15' 
wide, heading southerly then easterly. and diminishing to a small insignificant stream. 

The Kasigluk River has been meandered (tidal) through Tps. 8 & 9 N., Rs. 66, 67 W., SM., 
(IC610). 

The Native allottees mainly from Kwethluk and Akiak, rely heavily on these water bodies to 
reach traditional harvest areas to supplement their lifestyle and economy. During 1986-87 
Michael Coffing with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, conducted a two-year study 
examining the subsistence wildlife harvest and use for Kwethluk. In this primarily Yup'ik Eskimo 
community, there were 540 residents living in 112 households. In the study, he indicated 
household harvests averaged 3,860 pounds edible weight. Per capita harvest was 800 pounds 
edible weight, among the highest of communities in A l a ~ k a . ~  Salmon and freshwater fish 
accounted for 85% of the harvested resource with big game, mainly moose, berries and plants, 
waterfowl, furbearers, small game and marine mammals accounting for the rest. 

To reach those areas for harvesting, the most common form of transportation is a 18'-24' 
aluminum boat with 25-40 horsepower propeller motor. Seasonal weather conditions such as the 
amount of rain, the amount of snow, a midwinter thaw, an extended dry season or the early 
breakup of the Kuskokwim River drainage system all effect the use and accessibility of these 
water bodies. 

~ i c h a e l  Coffing, Kwethluk Subsistence: Contemporary Land Use Patterns, 
Wild Resource Harvest and Use, and the subsistence Economy of a Lower 
Kuskokwim River Area Community, Technical Paper No. 157, ADFhG, Division of 
Subsistence, Juneau, AK December 1991, Abstract 



The BLM-Alaska's navigability criteria are based upon federal title navigability law. In a March 
16, 1976, memorandum, Hugh Gamer, Associate Solicitor, summarized the law for the purpose 
of administering the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. In general, BLM considers nontidal 
water bodies navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were suitable for travel, trade, and 
commerce. Additionally, in a December 13, 1989 Ninth Circuit Court decision, the court found 
that watercraft customary at statehood included boats with a load capacity of about 1,000 
pounds. The court hrther held that the contemporary guided fishing and sightseeing activity on 
the Gulkana River was commerce and that watercraft customary at statehood "could have at least 
supported this commercial activity. 

Tidal water bodies, lakes fifty acres or more in size, and rivers averaging 198 feet or more in 
width are not described because, regardless of their navigability status, these water bodies are 
segregated on the survey plat. Only streams three chains or less in width and lakes fifty acres or 
less in size are reported. The attached appendix lists those water bodies that have been 
determined navigable within the Native Allotment selection. 

Attachments (2): 
1. Appendix (I p) 
2. Maps (2 PP) 

cc: 
I/' Jim Culbertson. State of Alaska DNR 
/State of Alaska, DNR. Realty Services Section 
y' Robin Willis. State of Alaska, Dept. F&G 
JCalista Corporation 

Chief, Branch of Field Surveys (921) 
Chief, Survey Data Research Section (926) 
Chief, Mapping Section (924) 
Chief, GCDB Project Section (926) 
ANCSA (962) 
Anchorage District Office (040) 



Appendix I 

Navigable Waters in Window 2700 by Township for Native Allotment Selections Only 

Seward Meridian 

T. 9 N.. R. 61 W. 
None on selected lands 

T. 5-10 N.. R. 62 W. 
None on selected lands 

T. 5-10 N.. R. 63 W. 
None on selected lands 

T. 5-10 N.. R. 64 W. 
None on selected lands 

T. 5-7 N., R. 65 W. 
None on selected lands 

T. 8N.. R. 65 W. 
Kasigluk River in Native Allotments F17100, F17062, F16917, F16013 - (See Map) 

Right Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk River. local name "Chicoyuilnuk in Native Allotment 
F 170 18 - (See Map) 

T. 8N.. R. 66 W. 
Kasigluk River in Native Allotment F17100 - (See Map) 
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 

i DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ; 3501 CSTREET. SUITE 1122 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503-5947 

DIVISION OF LAND ! PHONE: (907) 269-8503 
FAX: (907)269-8904 

June 3,1998 

Gust C. Panos, Chief 
Branch of Mapping Sciences 
Bureau of Land Management 
Alaska State Office 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599 

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 18 

RE: Survey Window 2700 

Dear Mr. Panos: 

We have reviewed the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) memorandum, dated November 7, 
1997, containing navigability recommendations for waters on selected lands within the Yukon 
Delta National Wildlife Refuge. The Survey Window encompasses 24 townships and is 
composed of 37 Native Allotments and one state selection. We agree with BLM that the 
Tuluksak River is navigable based on previous findings and that the Kasigluk River is 
meanderable through T.s 8 & 9 N., R.s 66 & 67 W., S. M. because it is tidally influenced. We 
also agree that the Kasigluk is navigable through T. 8 N., R. 65 & 66 W., S.M. However, the 
state asserts that the Kisaralik River, along with its streams and sloughs, is navigable in its 
entirety from Kisaralik Lake to the mouth, and thus should be meandered h m  the survey. 

The Kisaralik River varies from two to three chains wide, has an average gradient of 16 ftlmile, 
is less than 250 feet wide, and is 110 miles long. Its depth varies from 10 inches to four feet. 
Within the window, the river is braided and has many intermittent streams. It is accessible by 
motor boat from the mouth to the upper falls and the entire length can be floated in a kayak, 
canoe, or inflatable raft. Of the six allotments included in the survey window that need 
navigability recommendations one of the allotments (F-15903) straddles the Kisaralik. The other 
five straddle the Kasigluk River. 

Fifteen miles of the Kisaralik riverbed was interim conveyed to Kokarmiut in 1982. Despite this 
conveyance the state believes that the entire Kisaralik River was navigable at statehood and thus 
is state owned. Documentation shows many generations relying on the system for subsistence 
and recreation to supply economic support to the communities. Hunters, fishermen, and trappers 
have used the river for many years. It is also used for hiking, photography, power boating, 
wildlife viewing, camping, and canoe or kayak trips. There are several accounts and pictures of 
float trips and excursions accessing the river from different put-in points and rafting down the 
river from Kisaralik Lake. In the state's comments on the Draft Management Plan and 



Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Kisaralik River, it is noted that in July of 1995 
seventeen groups floated the river in a six-week period. In 1996, tturty groups were contacted on 
the lake from June through September. On the Kisaralik, sport fishing is associated with floating 
the river according to the Wild and Scenic River study done by the National Park Service in 
1984. The Park Service also stated that the Kisaralik "offers outstanding opportunities for 
kayaking and rafting". There are three falls that require portaging, each of which has well 
established trails. 

On page 9 of the draft EA mentioned above, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service acknowledges 
that the state owns the lands adjacent to Kisaralik Lake and the upper eight miles as well as the 
lands under the river and lake. 

Documentation also shows the use of the Kisaralik's sloughs and feeder streams as access routes 
to other drainages and harvest areas. In Alaska's Kuskokwim River Region: A History by C. 
Michael Brown, BLMj 1983 descriptions of boat usage on a majority of the streams, rivers, and 
lakes in the area support navigability findings of those waters within the survey window. Along 
with the Kisaralik, the same reference suggests that Quartz Creek, Nukluk Creek, Fog River, 
Kasigluk River, and the Little Kasigluk River are also susceptible to use based on the current 
standards of navigability. 

The most common means of access on the Kisaralii River is by riverboat; the lower portion of 
the river receives a lot of use from local residents whereas recreational floaters use the upper 
portion of the river. A jet boat has been recorded as reaching the upper falls according to the 
Park Service. In the wintertime, the river comdor is used as a route for subsistence activities. 

The Department of the Interior's policy for determining ownership of submerged lands was set 
forth in the March 16. 1976 memorandum of Associate Solicitor H u h  C. Gamer and was 
modified by the  inti Circuit Court decision Alaska v. Ahtna, Inc., 891 F.2d 1401 (9th Cir. 
1989). Based on the Ninth Circuit Court findings, all of the waters referenced above that fall 
within Survey Window 2700 are navigable based on their susceptibility of use by a boat of a 
thousand pounds (BLM own test for navigability). Moreover, they were suitable for travel, trade, 
and commerce at statehood and continue to be so today. 

The Gamer memorandum recognizes that under -test, navigability is not 
destroyed because a river may not be navigable at all seasons of the year, nor because there are 
natural obstructions. Travel on the Kisaralik River and its sloughs occur at normal water stages 
during ice-free seasons. In addition, state ownership of a water navigable at statehood is not 
negated by seasonal variations in water conditions. The bed remains in state ownership. 

In conclusion, based on the given information and after reviewing those allotments that were of 
concern to BLM (F17062, F16917, F16013, F17018, F15903, F17100), the state asserts that the 
waters flowing through the above parcels fall within the federal guidelines of navigability and the 
submerged lands should be meandered during this survey and any future surveys in this area. 



We appreciate your attention to the state's request to evaluate these waters consistent with your 
policy. If you would like to discuss our position or need additional information, please contact 
Kamie Simmons at 267-2242. 

7gi+ 
Director 

cc: Jim Culbertson, DL 
Bill Brown,DL 
Teny Peterson,DL 
Joanne Grace, DOL 
Tina Cunning, ADF&G 
Kokarrniut Corporation 
Calista Corporation 
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Jane Angvik, Director 
Division of Land 
Departm-nt of Natura! Resources 
State of Alaska 
3601 C Street, ~ u ~ t e  1 1  22 

, . '1 ' -  

Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5947 

Re: Survey Window 2700; Alaska 
. .. .. .. .... 

Dear Ms. Anvik: 
, . 

In reply to your letter dated June 3, 1998, concerning segregation of water bodies within or adjacent to 
six Native ~llotments,  we have reviewed your comments to our navigability report dated November 7, 
1997. The report stands as written. The report is consistent in all regards with existing Bureau policy 
and directives. The report shows waters crossing five of these allotments to be navigable (F17062, 
F16917, F16013, F17018, F17100 - Appendix 1). The remaining Allotment (F15903) will be 
surveyed based on the criteria in the Manual of Instructions for the Survev of the Public Lands. 1973 
(198 foot width). 

Sincerely, 

. j I' , 
I.-. ,; .,.- 

. Gust Panos, Chief 
Branch of Mapping Sciences 

cc: Jlm Culbertson, DL 
9111 Brown, DL 
Terry Peterson, DL 
Joanne Grace, DOL 
Tina Cumng,  ADF&G 
Kokarrniut Corporation 
Cal~sta Corporation 



I Ralph Basner 

To: Bob Perry/AKSO/AK/BLM/DOI@BLM 
CC: 

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 20 

Subject: Kisarlik River Navigability 

Bob, 

As per our navigability review, dated Nov. 7, 1997, the Kisaralik River was administratively determined 
non-navigable, within Native allotments situated in T. 8 N., Rs. 63 and 64 W., SM (survey window 2700) .  

Ralph 



United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
ALASKA STATE OFFICE 

222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99513-7599 

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 21 1 
Memorandum 

To: Chief, Branch of Survey Preparation and Policy Interpretation (925) 

From: Chief, Branch of Mapping Sciences (924) 

Subject: Navigability Determrnation for Waters in Native Allotment or ANCSA 
Sec. 14(h)(l) applications for Survey Window 2732 (Akiak) 

This memorandum identifies navigable waters on lands which are within the Yukon Delta National 
Wildlife Refuge, and were applied for under the Native Allotment Act of 1906 or the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971. Survey Window 2732 is comprised of 10 townships 
containing 16 Native allotment application parcels, and one ANCSA Sec. 14(h)(l) application 
parcel. 

Streams averaging three chains or more in width and lakes fifty acres or more in size are not listed 
in this report because, regardless of their navrgability status, they are segregated on the survey 
plats. Some of the water bodies are tidally influenced. By law, the tidal portions of those streams 
belong to the State and are, accordingly, meandered at the time of survey. Only streams and 
interconnecting sloughs less than three chains in width and lakes less than fifty acres in size that 
are potentially navigable and which bisect unsurveyed Native allotment applications are addressed. 

Having reviewed Window 2732, we find that all water bodies bisecting Native allotment parcels 
have previously been determined nonnavigable in BLM reports dated November 7, 1997 
(Window 2700), and January 13, 1998 (Window 2029, Part 1). 



In addition, ANCSA Sec. 14(n)(l) application AA-10224 was revieweu. Photographs in the BIA 
field report of July 25, 1990, and BLM aerial photographs show that the water body is dry and, 
therefore, is nonnavigable. Native allotments El6592 and F-16595 abut the Kuskokwim River 
and the Kuskokuak Slough which are tidally influenced, and no navigable waters bisect the 
allotments. 

The BLM's navigability determinations are based on Federal law of title navigability. In a 
March 16, 1976, memorandum, Associate Solicitor Hugh C. Gamer summarized the law for the 
purpose of administering the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. In general, nontidal water 
bodies are navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were used or susceptible to use for travel, 
trade and commerce. The Ninth Circuit Court's decision of December 13, 1989, on the 
navigability of the Gulkana River provides additional guidance. In this case, the Court found that 
watercraft customary at statehood included boats with a load capacity of about 1,000 pounds. 
The court further held that contemporary guided fishing and sightseeing activity on the Gulkana 
River was commerce and that watercraft customary at statehood "could have at least supported" 
this commercial activity. 

cc: 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Navigability Unit 
550 West 7"' Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 
A m :  Kathy Atkinson 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 

- 

Realty Services Section 
550 West 7"' Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

Robin Willis 
State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Habitat Division 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18 

Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta NWR 
101 12th Avenue, Box 14 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 



Warren Keogh 
Navigable Waters Specialist 
Water Resources Branch, Region 7 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Calista Corporation 
601 West 5" Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225 

Kwethluk Incorporated 
P.O. Box 109 
Kwethluk, Alaska 9962 I 

Kwethluk IRA 
P.O. Box 127 
Kwethluk, Alaska 9962 1 

Akiak Native Zommunity 
P.O. Box 52127 
Akiak, Alaska '99552 

Omtsararmuit Native Council (ONC) 
P.O. Box 127 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Association of Village Council Preisdents (AVCP) 
P.O. Box 219 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

James Hawke, Jr., Land Surveyor (925) 

Chief, Branch of Field Surveys (921) 

Chief, Survey Data Research Section (926) 

Chief, Branch of Native Allotment Adjudication (964) 

Anchorage Field Office (040) 

Tiffany Martinez (952) 
(Electronic Copy) 

Kathy Flippen (924) 



Navigable Waters in Window 2732 by Township 
in Native Allotments and one Historical Place Application 

Seward Meridian 

T. 9 N., R. 61 W. 
None on selected lands. (See report for Window 2700 dated 11/7/97.) 

T. 9 N.. R. 62 W. 
None on selected lands. (See report for Window 2700 dated 11/7/97.) 

T. 10 N., R. 62 W. 
None on selected lands. (See report for Window 2700 dated 11/7/97.) 

T. 7 N., R. 63 W. 
None on selected lands. (See report for Window 2700 dated 11/7/97.) 

T. 8 N., R. 63 W. 
None on selected lands. (See report for Window 2700 dated 11/7/97.) 

T. 8 N.. R. 64 W. 
None on selected lands. (See report for Window 2700 dated 11/7/97.) 

T. 8 N.. R. 65 W. 
None on selected lands. (see report for Window 2700 dated 11/7/97.) 

T. 8 N.. R. 66 W. 
None on selected lands. (See report for Window 2029 dated 1/13/98.) 

T. 5 N.. R. 67 W. 
None on selected lands. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W. 
None on selected lands. 



Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 22 

Thia docummt wmcta Intcrtn Conveyance No. 610, dated December 29.1982, rreordcd in Book 69 
bcgimbg at pgs 652, Bctbel Recording Di@rkt, md issued by tbe UNITED STATES, Deputmnt of 
the htmior, Burem of Land M.nagcnmnt, 222 W a t  Seventh Avemre, #13, Amhorage, Alulu 
99513-7599, as GRANTOR. to Kokanmit Chpontion, P.O. Box 195, Abk,  Alaukr, 99552-9999, as 
ORANTEE, for land# in the Bsthsl Recording District. 

Kokarmuit Corporation 

is entitled to receive a corrected interim conveyance pursuant to Sec. 18 (d) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18,1971, as amended by Sec. 301 
of the Alaska Land Transfer Acceleration Act of December 10,2004, 
43 U.S.C. 1617(d). This corrected interim conveyance is issued for the limited 
purpose of excluding the Native allotment parcels listed below h m  the lands 
transfsrrcd by Interim Conveyance No. 610. The parcels to be excluded were 
segregated h m  the conveyed lands by survey. 

Serial No. Applicant Name Legal Description 

a AA-57389 M@tc Japhct Lot 2, U.S. Slwey 10219 
6 F-16129 D Oscar N. Anvil U.S. Slwcy 11739 
F- 1 7062 B James Guy, Sr. Lot 1, U.S. Survey 12296 
F-17101 Wilson Nicolai Lots 1,2 and 3, U.S. Survey 12438 
F-025284 Gilila Wassilie U.S. Survey 12944 

Interim Conveyance No. IQ.35- 



THEREFORE, Interim Conveyance No. 610 is corrected in part to read: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey 11739; 
Sec. 13, excluding U.S. Survey 12438 and 
U.S. Survey 12296. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 19, exc1udingU.S. Survey 6181, U.S. S w e y  10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey 6181 and U.S. Survey 10219; 
Sec. 29, excluding U.S. Survey 6180, U.S. S w e y  10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 30, excluding U.S. Survey 10219 and those lands 
formerly within Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey 10220 and 
U.S. Survey 11739. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W., 
Secs. 10 and 11, excluding U.S. Survey 5533 and 
U.S. Survey 12944, 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. Survey 12944, 
Sec. 15, exc1udingU.S. Survey 6152, U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. Survey 12944. 

This correction affects only the above-listed sections. The remainder of Interim 
Conveyance No. 610 remains unchanged and in full force and effect. 

~ntcrim Conveyance No. 1935 Page 2 of 3 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of the 
Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the UNITED STA S set her hand 

the seal of the Bureau to be hereunto affixed on this 
,2005,. in Anchorage, Alaska. 

& day of 

- UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Krissell Crandall 
Chief, Branch of Adjudication I 

Return Recorded Document to: 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
P.O. Box 195 
Akiak, Alaska 99552-9999 

Interim Conveyance NO. I93Z 



Q l l p  iuifllph B f n f ~ a  of  Amllprirn 

Cmect td  Znterim Conveyance 

This document corrects Interim Conveyance No. 61 1 ,  dated Decrmbcr 29, 1982, recorded in Bwk 33 
beginning at page 972, Bethel Recording District, and is issued by the UNITED STATES, Department 
of the Interior. Bureau of Land Maimnement 222 West Seventh Avenue. #13. Anchoraee. Alaska .. ~ - - ~  . ~ -  ~~~~~ 

99513-7599, as GRANTOR, to ~ a l i &  corporation, 301 Calista Court, ~ u i t e ' ~ ,  ~nchoyaie, Alaska 
99518-3028, as GRANTEE, for lands in the Bethel Recording District. 

WHEREAS 

Calista Corporation 

is entitled to receive a corrected interim conveyance pursuant to Sec. 18 (d) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18,1971, as amended by Sec. 301 
of the Alaska Land Transfer Acceleration Act of ~ e c h b e r  10,2004, 

. 

43 U.S.C. 1617(d). This corrected interim conveyance is issued for the limited 
purpose of excluding the Native allotment parcels listed below from the lands 
transferred by Interim Conveyance No. 61 1. The parcels to be excluded were 
segregated from the conveyed lands by survey. 

Serial No. Applicant Name Legal Description 

AA-57389 Marguerite Japhet Lot 2, U.S. Survey 10219 
F-16129 D Oscar N. Anvil U.S. Survey 11739 
F-17062 B James Guy, Sr. Lot 1, U.S. Survey 12296 
F-17101 Wilson Nicolai Lot 1 ,2  and 3, U.S. Survey 12438 
F-025284 Gilila Wassilie U.S. Survey 12944 

Interim Conveyance No. 1936 



THEREFORE, Interim Conveyance No. 61 1 is corrected in part to read: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey 11739; 
Sec. 13, excluding U.S. Survey 12438 and 
U.S. Survey 12296. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 19, excluding U.S. Survey 6181, U.S. Survey 10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-02525 1; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey 6181 and U.S. Survey 10219; 
Sec. 29, exc1udingU.S. Survey 6180, U.S. Survey 10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 30, exc1udingU.S. Survey 10219 and those lands 
formerly within Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey 10220 and 
U.S. Survey 1 1739. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W., 
Secs. 10 and 11, exc1udingU.S. Survey 5533 and 
U.S. Survey 12944; 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. Survey 12944; 
Sec. 15, excluding U.S. Survey 6152, U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. Survey 12944. 

This correction affects only the above-listed sections. The remainder of Interim 
Conveyance No. 61 1 remains unchanged and in full force and effect. 

~nterim Conveyance NO. A-fXXL Page 2 of 3 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of the 
Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the UNITED STA S set her hand 

seal of the Bureau to be hereunto affixed on this 
,2005, in Anchorage, Alaska. 

& day of 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Krissell Crandall 
Chief, Branch of Adjudication I 

Return Recorded Document to: 

Calista Corporation 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-3028 

Interim Conveyance No. 1936 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Alaska State Office 
m 

TAKE PRIDE" 
222 West Seventh Avenue, #13 'NAMERICA 

Anchorage, Alaska 995 13-7599 
http:Nwww.ak.blm.gov 

\m 
F-14824-EE (75.04) 
F-14824-A (2651) 

Kisaralik River System F-14824-A2 (265 1) 
Final Summary Report (961) drblsla 

Attachment 23 

JAN 2 5 2906 
Memorandum 

To: Chief, Branch of Adjudication I1 (964) 

From: Easement Coordinator 

Subject: Final Easement Memorandum for Lands to be Patented Kokarmuit Corporation 
for the Village of Akiak 

The strategic plan and annual work plan require we identify easements on lands selected by the 
Kokarmuit Corporation for thevillage of Akiak. The following are the final easement 
recommendations. Of these recommendations, my decision is as follows for the lands described -t_ 

below. No further easement review prior to issuing patent is necessary. 

Seward Meridian 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 22,23 and 24. 

T. 9 N., R. 65 W. 
Sec. 19; 
Secs. 25,26,27 and 28; 
Secs. 33,34,35 and 36. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 1,2,3, 11, 12, 13, 14,23 and24. 

T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 3, 10, 15,22,27 and 34. 

T. 11 N.,R.67 W. 
Secs. 14 and 15; 



Secs. 22,23,26,27, 34 and 35. 

T. 11 N.,R. 68 W. 
Sec. 12. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The Kasigluk River and Gweek River have been determined to be major water bodies. 

ALLOWABLE USES: 

All easements are subject to applicable Federal, State or Municipal Corporation regulations. The 
following is a listing of uses allowed for each type of easement identified. Any uses which are 
not specifically listed are prohibited. 

25-Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement are: 
travel by foot, dogsleds, animals, snowmobiles, two- and three-wheeled vehicles and 
small all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a site easement are: vehicle parking (e.g., aircraft, 
boats, all-terrain vehicles (ATV's), snowmobiles, cars, and trucks), temporary camping, 
and loading or unloading. Temporary camping, loading, or unloading shall be limited to 
24 hours. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

a. (EIN 14a C5) An easement twenty-five (25) feet in width for a proposed access trail 
from site EIN 14 C5 located in Sec. 1, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian, 
northwesterly and northerly to public lands. The uses allowed are those listed above 
for a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement. 

Discussion: This proposed trail will provide continued access to public lands isolated 
by the selection pattern. This proposed trail is a continuation of EIN 14a C5 reserved 
in IC No. 610 to-Kokarmuit Corporation on December 22, 1982. 

b. (EW 15 C4, D9) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary high water 
mark in Sec. 12, T. 11 N., R. 68 W., Seward Meridian on the let? bank of the Gweek 
River. The uses allowed are those listed above for a one (1) acre site easement. 

Discussion: This site easement is necessary to provide continued public use of this 
major waterway and to facilitate travel to public lands and waters beyond. This site 
easement will provide a resting stop and overnight camping area for those travelers 
using the Gweek River. 



EASEMENTS CONSIDERED BUT NOT RECOMMENDED: 

a. (EIN 20 D9) A one (1) acre site easement located in Sec. 22, T. 8 N., R. 66 W., 
Seward Meridian on the left bank of the Kasigluk River. 

Discussion: This one (1) acre site is not being recommended because it is only 2% 
miles from public land. A better location for a site easement would be further 
downstream from this location on conveyed land. 

b. (EIN 21 Dl)  A one (1) acre site easement located in Sec. 24, T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
Seward Meridian. The site is situated on the eastern shore of an unnamed lake. 

Discussion: This one (1) acre site easement is not being recommended because the 
location is less than a mile from public land. 

c. (EIN 22 Dl) A one (1) acre site easement on the north side of an unnamed lake 
located in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 66 W., Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: This one (1) acre site easement is not being recommended because the 
location is less than a mile from public land. 

d. (EIN 23 Dl)  A one (1) acre site easement on the south side of an unnamed lake 
located in Sec. 35, T. 11 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: This one (1) acre site easement is not being recommended because it is 
not needed as part of a transportation route. 

e. (EIN 24 Dl)  An easement twenty-five (25) feet in width for a proposed access trail 
from site EIN 23 Dl located in Sec. 35, T. 11 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian, 
southeasterly to Sec. 1, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: This twenty-five (25) foot wide proposed trail easement from site 
EIN 23 Dl is not being recommended because proposed trail EIN 14a C5 is already 
being recommended for extension to public lands. 

EASEMENT MAPS: 

The easement maps reflect the current status of easements. Only those easements recommended 
for inclusion in the conveyance document are shown on the easement maps. 

Attachment: 
Easement Quads: Bethel D-5, D-6 

Russian Mission A-6, A-7 



Copy furnished to: (wlattachment) 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
P.O. Box 195 
Akiak, Alaska 99552-9999 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028 

State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
Am: Robin Willis 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-1599 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Sandra J. Singer, Realty Services Section 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 21 1 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Anchorage Field Manager (040) 

Easement Reading File (961) 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT w 
Alaska State Office TAKE PRIDE" 

INAMERICA 
222 W. 7'h Avenue. #I3 

Anchorage, Alaska 995 13-7599 
http:llwww.ak.blm.gov 

Kisaralik River System 
Final Summary Report 

Attachment 24 

Bethel-VS-FY 2006 
Russian Mission-VS-FY 2006 
F-14823-A (2651) ' 

Memorandum 

To: Chief, Branch of Survey Planning and Preparation (927) 

From: Chief, Navigability Section (927) 

Subject: Navigable Waters within ANCSA-Selected and Interim-Conveyed lands in the 
Akiak-Akiachak Village Project Area 

This memorandum identifies navigable waters on certain lands within nineteen (19) townships, 
including pending ANCSA-selected and Interim-Conveyed lands within the above-mentioned 
project area. These lands located within the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge are 
scheduled for survey during the 2006 field survey season. The authority to identify navigable 
waters on selected lands rests in the Native Allotment Act, the Alaska Statehood Act, and the 
AlaskaNative Claims Settlement Act. 

The appendix lists the 19 townships addressed by this report. For each township, the navigable 
waters, if any, are identified and previous navigability determinations are referenced. The 
appendix also notes determinations of navigability made or affirmed for water bodies on selected 
lands as a result of this report. The appendix does not include rivers and streams 198 feet wide 
or wider or lakes fifty acres or more in size as these water bodies are meandered in accordance 
with the principles in the Bureau of Land Management, 'Manual of Surveying Instructions' 
(1973). The exceptions are the Kuskokwim, Kisaralik, and Gweek Rivers; and the Kuskokuak, 
Mishevik, and Reindeer Sloughs as they were declared navigable in previous determinations. If 
waters bodies are less than meanderable size and are not listed in the appendix, they are non- 
navigable as they are too short, steep, narrow, or shallow for travel, trade and commerce. 

Selected lands within Tps. 12 N., Rs. 68 and 69 W., Seward Meridian, were screened for 
navigable waters utilizing USGS top0 quads, orthophotos, aerial photos, previous navigability 



determinations and interview reports. As a result of our findings, we determine the Israthorak 
Creek to be navigable for travel, trade and commerce within the above-mentioned lands. 

On May 8, 1989, a determination was made for a tributary of an interconnecting slough of the 
Kisaralik River on selected lands within T. 9 N., R. 66 W., Seward Meridian. Also included was 
an interconnecting stream of Mishevik Slough and slough connecting to a lake on selected lands 
within T. 10 N., R. 66 W., Seward Meridian. These water bodies were determined navigable 
based on the "one-person kayak" criteria. The selected lands within Tps. 9 and 10 N., R. 66 W, 
Sewcird Meridian, were screened for navigable waters utilizing USGS top0 quads, aerial photos, 
and previous navigability reports and maps, which confirmed the presence of landlocked lakes 
and narrow streams. As a result of our findings; we have further determined that these lands 
contain no navigable waters. 

Selected lands within T. 12 N., R. 70 W., Seward Meridian, were screened for navigable waters 
utilizing USGS top0 quads, orthophotos, and aerial photographs, which confirmed the presence 
of landlocked lakes and short narrow streams. As of result of our findings, we determine that 
these lands contain no navigable waters. 

The BLM-Alaska's navigability determinations are based on Federal law of title navigability. 
Title to unreserved lands underlying navigable waters vested in the State at the time of statehood. 
As a general rule, inland waters are navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were used, or 
were susceptible to use, for travel, trade, and commerce. In a memorandum dated March 16, 
1976, Associate Solicitor Hugh C. Gamer summarized the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 (43 
U.S.C. 1301) and Federal case law pertaining to title navigability. The Alaska Submerged Lands 
Act of 1988 (P.L. 100-395) provides specific direction regarding navigability determinations and 
survey meanders for land transfers under the Alaska Statehood Act, Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, and the Native Allotment Act. Additional guidance is provided in Appeal of 
Doyon, Ltd., Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board RLS 76-2, 86 LD. 692 (1979) [Kandik and 
Nation Rivers]; Alaska v. United States, 754 F.2d 851 (gth Cir. 1983), cevt. denied, 474 U.S. 968 
(1985) [Slopbucket Lake]; Alaska v. Ahtna, Inc., 891 F2d. 1401 (gth Cir. 1989), cert. denied, 495 
U.S. 919 (1990) [Gulkana River]; United States v. Alaska, Original No. 84 (1997) [Naval 
Petroleum Reserve No. 41; and Alaska v. United States, No. 98-35310 (9" Cir. 2000) 
[Kukpowmk fiver]. 

Attachment: 
Appendix 



State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Navigability Unit 
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1330 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3514 
Attn: Scott Ogan 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Realty Services Section 
550 W. 7'h Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-35 14 

State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
333 Raspbeny Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-1 599 
Attn: Robin Willis 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Water Resources Division 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Attn: Warren Keogh 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
P.O. Box 195 
Akiak, Alaska 99552-9999 

Akiachuk, Limited 
P.O. Box 51010 
Akiachak, Alaska 9955 1-0010 



Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028 

Chief, Branch of Lands and Realty (932) 

Chief Branch of Preparation and Resolution (962) 

Chief, Branch Adjudication I1 (964) 

Anchorage Field Office (040) 

Rory Spurlock (927) 

Rodney Harvey (954C) 
(Electronic Copy) 

Group File Nos. 972 and 983 

Groups 972 and 983 (Field packets) 

Dominica Van Koten (927) 



Appendix 

Navigable Waters 
Withn Certain ANCSA-Selected and Interim-Conveyed, 

Lands in the 
Akiak-Akiachak Village Project Area 

Seward Meridian. Alaska 

T. 9 N.. R. 65 W. 
Secs. 19.25-28.33-36 
No navigable waters (05108189) 

Secs. 29-32 (IC 610) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 8 N.. R. 66 W. 
Secs. 22-24 
No navigable waters (01113198) 

Secs. 1-18 (IC 610) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06129182) 

T. 9 N.. R 66 W. 
Secs. 1-3. 11-14, 19.23. 24.28-30,32, and 33 
No navigable waters 

Secs. 4-10. 15-22.25-36 (IC 610) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 10 N.. R. 66 W. 

NO navigable waters 

Secs. 4-9, 16-21.28-33 (IC 610) 
Kuskokwim River and Mishevik Slough (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 8 N., R 67 W. 
Secs. 1-4. 10-14 (IC 610) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 9 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 9, 10, 15, 16.24. and 25 
No navigable waters (06122182) 



Secs. 1-36 (IC 610) 
Kuskokwim River, Kuskokuak Slough, Reindeer Slough, and Kisaralik River from its 
confluence with the Kuskokwim River to the "Y" in Sec. 13, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., Seward 
Meridian (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 10 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 1-30,32-36, and U.S. Survev No. 2243 (IC 610) 
Kuskokwim River, Mishevik Slough, and Reindeer Slough (DIC of 06/29/82) 

Lot 11, Block 8, Tract A, U.S. Survey No. 5068 (IC 1125) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 08/22/85) 

Lot 5, Block 14 and Lot 4, Block 16. Tract A, U.S. Survev No. 5068 (IC 1131) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 08/09/85) 

T. 11 N.. R 67 W. 
Secs. 2-11. 14-19.22.23.26, 27,34, and 35 
No navigable waters (06/22182 and 05/08/89) 

Secs. 20,21,28-33 (IC 610) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 12 N.. R 67 W. 
Secs. 6,7, 15-23.26-35 
Gweek River (06122182) 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 7.8, 17. and 18 
No navigable waters (06122182) 

Secs. 1-3. 10-15 (IC 610) 
Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough (DIC of 06/29/82) 

Secs. 4.5.7.8. 17-21 (IC 618) 
Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough (DIC of 06/29/82) 

Secs. 6.9. and 16 (IC 1027) 
Kuskokwim River (DIC of 06129182) 

T. 10 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1-3. 10-15.22-27, 34-36 (IC 610) 
Kuskokwim River P I C  of 6129182) 

Secs. 4-9, 16-21.28-31 (IC 618) 
Kuskokwim River and Gweek River (DIC of 06/29/82) 



Sec.32 (IC 1027) 
Kuskokwim River (DIC of 6129182) 

T. 11 N.. R. 68 W. 
Secs. 3-6, 12, 13,24. and 30 
Gweek River (06122182) 

Secs. 25 and 36 (IC 610) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 

Secs. 1.2, 7-1 1. 14-23.26-35 (IC 618) 
Gweek River (DIC of 06/29\82) 

T. 12 N., R 68 W. 
Sec. 1-24, 27-34 
Gweek River (06122182) 

Israthorak Creek 

Secs. 25.26.35, and 36 (IC 618) 
Gweek River P I C  of 06/29/82) 

T. 9 N., R 69 W. 
Secs. 1-24 (IC 61 8) 
Kuskokwim River, Kuskokuak Slough, and Gweek River (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 10 N.. R. 69 W. 

Gweek River (06122182) 

Secs. 3-36 (IC 618) 
Kuskokwim River and Gweek River (DIC of 06/29/82) 

Secs. 1 and 2 (IC 1027) 
Gweek River (DIC of 06/29/82) 

1 (IC 1139) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 09/04/85) 

T. 11 N.. R. 69 W. 
Secs. 25 and 36 
Gweek River (06122182) 

Secs. 1-34 (IC 618) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 



Secs. 35 and 36 (IC 1027) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 12 N., R. 69 W. 
Secs. 1-24 
Israthorak Creek 

Secs. 25-36 (IC 618) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06129182) 

T. 11 N., R. 70 W. 
Secs. 3-5. 8-10, 15-17.20-22.27-29.32-34 
No navigable waters (05108189) 

Secs. 1.2. 11-14.23-26.35. and 36 (IC 618) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 06/29/82) 

T. 12 N.. R. 70 W. 
Secs. 25-29.32-36 
No navigable waters 
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