
 

 

To: Genevieve Martin 
From: Anne MacLeod 
Date: July 25, 2007 
Ref: 70142 
Re: Tulsequah EA Ammendment – Marine Mammal Sightings and Background 

Information 
 

During the 2007 fieldwork conducted in the Tulsequah area, the only marine mammals that were 
observed were harbour seals (Phoca vitulina).  Seals were observed on two occasions during aerial 
surveys of the Taku River and Inlet.  On March 15, 2007 approximately 150 seals were observed on the 
ice and in the water in the upper portion of the inlet.  On May 25, 2007, approximately 45 seals were 
observed in three areas along the Taku River and Inlet between the Alaska border and the upper portion of 
the inlet.  The details of these sightings are included in Table 1and the locations of the observations are 
shown on the attached map. 
 
Personal communication between Anne MacLeod (GLL) and Ed Jones (Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game) on March 6, 2007 indicated that both seals and sea lions use the inlet.  There is a large eulachon 
run up the river in the spring and “thousands” of seals come up the river and inlet at that time; these seals 
may come up as far as the Alaskan border.  Sea lions will also be present at this time; however, they 
generally do not come up as far (tend to stick more to the inlet).  
 
Additionally, in an article for the Anchorage Daily News, Scott Sloane, the environmental planner for the 
Douglas Indian Association is quoted as saying “there are two species - the humpback whale that is 
endangered and the Stellar sea lion that is threatened - in the Taku Inlet" (Anchorage Daily News, 2007). 
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Table 1. Marine Mammal Observations in the Tulsequah Area, 2007 

Unique 
ID 

Date Wpt Zone UTM E UTM N Habitat Species Activity No Comments 

1 Mar 15 74 08 u 6471930 557055 River/Ice M-PHVI Basking/ Swimming 75  

2 Mar 15 75 08 u 6471656 557067 River/Ice M-PHVI Basking/ Swimming 25 Blood on ice; possible 
pupping? 

3 Mar 15 76 08 u 6471537 557222 River/Ice M-PHVI Basking/ Swimming 50  
4 May 25 28 08 u 6475328 559174 River/ Sandbar M-PHVI Resting 40  
5 May 25 43 08 u 6481234 559894 River/ Sandbar M-PHVI Swimming 4  
6 May 25 54 08 u 6494287 577744 River/ Sandbar M-PHVI Resting/ Swimming 1  
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