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       December 5, 2008  
 
 
Mr. Tim Davies 
Redfern Resources, Ltd.  
800-1281 West Georgia Street 
Vancouver BC, Canada V6E 3J7 
 
Dear Mr. Davies: 
 
Subject:          Start of ACMP Consistency Review  
          Taku River (Tulsequah Mine Barging Project) 
          State I.D. No. AK 0810-08J 
    
 
The Division of Coastal and Ocean Management (DCOM) received the Coastal Project 
Questionnaire and Project Evaluation, Certification Statement, applications, and supporting 
information you have submitted on behalf of Redfern Resources Ltd (Redfern) for your proposed 
barging operation between the Tulsequah Chief Mine in British Columbia and Juneau, Alaska via 
the Taku River. DCOM is coordinating a review for consistency with the Alaska Coastal 
Management Program (ACMP) (AS 46.40).  This letter initiates the State of Alaska review of your 
proposed project under the schedule and process described in State regulations (11 AAC 110 – 
Article 2) and includes a summary of the scope of the project and the review process.  
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT SUBJECT TO REVIEW:  
You propose to use the Taku River as a route to transport materials, fuel, supplies, and mineral 
concentrates between the Tulsequah Chief Mine in British Columbia and the Alaska Marine Lines 
Facility in Juneau, Alaska. To do this, you propose to employ a transport system comprised of Air 
Cushion Barges (ACB) using a combination of conventional shallow-draft river tugs and tracked 
and tired low ground-pressure vehicles that will tow or push the ACB along the route of the Taku 
River. You also propose to use other support vehicles during operations, such as small powerboats, 
tracked vehicles, snow machines, and snow groomers.  
 
The barging operation consists of two operational components: a marine component that will handle 
transportation between Juneau and the Taku Inlet, and a river component that will operate on the 
Taku River up to the barge landing site in Canada. Your project description describes only that 
portion of barging operations for the river component that will occur on the Taku River in Alaska 
(from the US/Canada border to the lower extent of the tidal flats at the mouth of the river) because 
this is the only section for which permits or authorizations are required. 
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You propose a 28-mile river transportation route between the US/Canada border and the tidal flats 
at the mouth of the Taku River. Of this distance, approximately 16 miles can be characterized as the 
lower Taku River, encompassing the section of the river and tidal flats downstream of Taku Lodge. 
This entire reach of the river is influenced by tides, with the uppermost limit of tidal influence close 
to Taku Lodge. Upstream of Taku Lodge to the US/Canada border, a distance of 12 miles, the river 
follows a more defined channel and is upstream of any tidal influence. 
 
You define the following three operating seasons:  
 
Aquatic Season Operations 
During open water season, typically from late May to October, you propose to use a conventional 
shallow draft tug to shuttle the ACB up and down the river. The shallow draft tug will rendezvous 
with the marine tug to deliver the outbound ACB to the marine tug for transport to Juneau, and pick 
up the inbound ACB for transport to the mine. The rendezvous will take place in the open and deep 
waters of Taku Inlet. A small powerboat will accompany the shallow draft tug and act as a pilot 
vessel to scout the river and advise other river traffic of the barge's progress. The ACB will be 
maneuvered around the east side of Canyon Island, crossing over the gravel bar at low water levels. 
The shallow draft tug will push the ACB up to the gravel bar along the east shore of the island. 
From here, the ACB will be pulled or winched by the amphibious tractors (ATs) across the sandbar 
to the opposite end of the island. The shallow draft tug will proceed through the deeper channel 
around the west side of the island (the narrows), re-connect with the ACB at the opposite end of the 
island, and continuing travel up or down the river. The pilot boat will precede the shallow draft tug 
and ACB to notify fishermen and other traffic of the barge's arrival at the island, as required. 
 
Non-Aquatic Season (Winter) Operations 
During the winter when the river is frozen, you propose to use four ATs to tow/push the ACB over 
the ice and snow, generally transiting between sand and gravel bars along the river. Four ATs are 
needed to provide the necessary propulsion, travel speed, greater maneuverability, and mutual aid if 
needed. The ATs will tow or push the ACB on snow and ice-covered sand and gravel bars, 
occasionally crossing open leads. Similar to the summer operations, the outbound ACB will 
rendezvous with the tug in Taku Inlet, and transfer to the marine tug. The inbound ACB will be 
picked up for the return trip up river. In winter, the rendezvous point will be closer to shore near 
Taku Point and Grizzly Bar. Here, the ice frequently makes contact with the shore, and the inbound 
ACB will winch itself onto the ice shelf towards the anchored ATs. At Canyon Island, the route will 
typically follow the west channel to avoid the open water areas in the east channel, however you 
propose to use the east channel as an alternative route should conditions prohibit use of the west 
channel.  This alternative route would follow a similar path to the one you propose to use in the 
aquatic season, but will not cross open water.  
 
Transition Season 
You propose to operate in the aquatic season as long as possible into the fall, normally to mid 
October, which is based on a minimum river flow threshold of 8800 feet per second (ft/s) needed to 
provide the water depth required for the shallow draft tugs to operate. Operations will then be 
suspended until the river is frozen sufficiently to commence with non-aquatic operations using the 
ATs on ice and snow. Similarly, non-aquatic operations will be continued into the spring until the 
leads become too numerous or too wide for regular transit by the ATs. At this time, operations will 
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be suspended until the river ice has melted through and the flow has reached sufficient levels for 
shallow draft tug operations to commence. A minimum threshold flow of 8,800 ft/s will be used 
once the river is clear of ice. 
 
Your project description, including the specifications of the equipment you propose to use, is 
further outlined in your November 2008 Air Cushion Barge Transportation System: Operations Plan 
included in this packet. You have also submitted proposed monitoring plans and additional review 
information to support your project description.  
  
LOCATION:    Copper River Meridian, Township 40S, Range 69E, Sections 1, 2, 10, 16, 21, 28, 33; 
              Copper River Meridian, Township 39S, Range 69E, Sections 12, 13, 24, 25, 36; 
                          Copper River Meridian, Township 39S, Range 70E, Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8;  
                          Copper River Meridian, Township 38S, Range 71E, Sections 14, 15, 22, 27, 28, 31, 32, 33         
 
SCOPE OF PROJECT TO BE REVIEWED:  
The scope of your project subject to consistency review includes the scope of the State applications 
submitted for your proposed river barging operations on the Taku River.  The marine transportation 
route from Taku Inlet to Juneau is outside the scope of this review.   
 
The scope of the Alaska Department of Natural Resources - Division of Mining Land and 
Water’s (DMLW) land use authorization (LAS 27041) is limited to that segment of the 
transportation system that incorporates the land based towing system, including use of tide, 
submerged or shorelands. The scope does not include the portion of the transportation system that is 
conducted under navigation.  There are three sections of State of Alaska land managed by DMLW 
that require this authorization for the land based towing system; they are the: 1) portion of the 
tidally influenced section of the Taku River below the line of mean high water (MHW), 2) the 
section of the river that is below the line of ordinary high water (OHW) and 3) a section of uplands 
on the east side of Canyon Island.  In the aquatic season this scope applies only to the east channel 
of Canyon Island and in the winter season this scope applies to the section of the Taku River from 
about Taku Point to the border and includes the east channel area of Canyon Island as an alternative 
route.  
 
The scope of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s - Division of Habitat (Habitat) Fish 
Habitat Permit (FH09-I-0001) includes the riverbed and banks below OHW or MHW, whichever is 
higher, for your proposed transportation route in the tidally-influenced portion of the Taku River 
(between Taku Lodge area and the mouth); and below OHW in the non-tidal portion of the river 
(between Taku Lodge area and the US/Canada border).  In the aquatic season this scope applies to 
the east channel of Canyon Island and in the winter season this scope applies to the entirety of your 
proposed river route. 
 
Transition Season 
You proposed to suspend operations during the transition season, therefore this is outside the scope 
of this consistency review.  
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REVIEW PROCESS: 
DCOM is conducting a 30-day consistency review in accordance with 11 AAC 110 and has 
distributed your packet of information to the following review participants: the Alaska Department 
of Environmental Conservation, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources - Division of Mining, Land and Water, and the Juneau Coastal District. State 
review participants will evaluate your proposed project for consistency with the enforceable 
policies of the ACMP.  Also, the public may submit comments regarding the consistency of the 
project with the ACMP. 
 
Notice was posted on December 5, 2008 on the ADNR Public Notice 
[www.dnr.state.ak.us/pic/pubnotfrm.htm], in the Juneau Post Office, the Juneau Library, 
Harbormaster’s Office, and City Offices to inform the public of your proposed project.   A copy of 
this ACMP consistency review packet is available for public inspection at the Juneau Coastal 
District office, and for inspection and copying at the DCOM offices in Juneau at 302 Gold Street. 
 
To aid in public participation, DCOM has posted your project documents to the following websites:  

• The DMLW “Large Mine Team” site is available at: 
http://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/mining/largemine/tulsequah/publicnotice.htm 

• The Alaska Coastal Management Program home page site is available at: 
 http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us 
 
Public Meeting: 
DCOM will be sponsoring an informational public meeting at Centennial Hall in Juneau on 
December 11, 2008 from 6:30-9:30PM for you to inform the public of your project and answer 
questions they may have regarding your proposal.  State reviewers will be also be available at this 
meeting to inform the public of the consistency review and permitting processes.   
 
Consistency Comments: 
As described in 11 AAC 110.510. Public Comments, a person may comment on the consistency of a 
project by submitting written comments on or before the comment deadline.  If a person contends 
that a project is inconsistent with a standard of the ACMP, the written comment must identify the 
standard and explain how the project is inconsistent with the standard. Consistency comments must 
be received before the comment deadline by 5:00 PM. 
 
DCOM will give careful consideration to all comments. The proposed consistency determination 
will notify you of the State’s concurrence with or objection to your certification. If the State objects, 
the consistency determination may include alternative measures required to make the proposed 
project consistent with the ACMP.   You may choose to adopt the alternative measures, or propose 
other modifications that would achieve consistency for the State to consider. 
 
AUTHORIZATIONS: 
The project must be found consistent with the ACMP before the following State authorizations may 
be issued: 

Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) 
  Division of Habitat 
  Fish Habitat Permit No. FH09–I-0001 
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Department of Natural Resources (ADNR) 
  Division of Mining, Land and Water 
  Land Use Permit No. LAS – 27041 
 

Please note that, in addition to consistency review, State agencies with permitting responsibilities 
will evaluate your proposed project according to their specific permitting authorities.   
Agencies will issue permits and authorizations only if they find your proposed project complies 
with their statutes and regulations in addition to being consistent with the coastal program. The 
applicant may not use State land without DMLW’s authorization.   
 
REVIEW SCHEDULE: 
DCOM is coordinating the consistency review of your project under a 30-day review schedule. 
Review deadlines are listed below and on the enclosed Project Data Sheet.  Any changes to this 
review schedule will be posted immediately at the above web addresses.  
 
  Public Meeting    12/11/2008 
  Request for additional information:     12/17/2008 
  Comment deadline:     12/22/2008 no later than 5:00 p.m. 
  Proposed determination:     12/28/2008 
  Final determination:          1/3/2008 
 
Any modifications to your project description that you may propose after initiation of this 
ACMP review may necessitate further public notice and/or additional ACMP consistency 
review.  This includes any proposal you may submit to test equipment in the Alaska Coastal 
Zone.  If your project requires additional State or Federal permits subject to consistency 
review DCOM will extend all deadlines, or re-start the review of your project entirely.   
 
By a copy of this letter DCOM is informing both Federal and State agencies and the Juneau Coastal 
District that the State has begun its consistency review.  We encourage you to visit DCOM’s web 
site [www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us] for more information about the ACMP.  The web site contains 
the State’s consistency review regulations, links to the public notice for this project, and other 
information. Please contact me at 465-8790, or email erin.allee@alaska.gov if you have any 
questions. 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
       Erin Allee 

Project Review Manager 
 
Enclosure 
cc: Packet Distribution List 
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 Coastal Project Questionnaire and Certification Statement 

 
The Coastal Project Questionnaire (CPQ) is a diagnostic tool that will identify the state and federal permit requirements for your 
project that are subject to a consistency review. You must answer all questions.  If you answer “Yes” to any of the questions, please 
call that specific department for further instructions to avoid delay in processing your application.  You can find an agency contact list 
online at http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html. 
 
A complete project packet includes accurate maps and plan drawings at scales large enough to show details, copies of your state and 
federal permit applications, your answers to this questionnaire, and a complete consistency evaluation.  DCOM will notify you within 
21 days of receipt if the packet is incomplete and what information is still required.   
 
For additional information or assistance, you may call or email the Juneau Project Review at (907) 465-2142, or the Anchorage Project 
Review at (907) 269-7478. This CPQ document contains numerous hyperlinks (underlined text that has a connection to an internet web 
page) and is best viewed on-line. Additional instructions are available at http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Projects/pcpq.html 
   
 APPLICANT INFORMATION 

 
1.  Redfern Resources Ltd.  

Name of Applicant 
800-1281 West Georgia Street      
Address 
Vancouver , B.C. Canada  V6E 3J7      
City/State/Zip   
604  669-4775      
Daytime Phone 

604  669-5330  tim.davies@recorp-ventures.com      
Fax Number E-mail Address 

 
2.        

Agent (or responsible party if other than applicant) 
      
Address 
      
City/State/Zip  
      
Daytime Phone 
      
Fax Number E-mail Address

 

 PROJECT INFORMATION Yes No 
1. This activity is a:    new project    modification or addition to an existing project   
2. If this is a modification or an addition, do you currently have any State, federal or local approvals for this activity?   

NOTE: Approval means any form of authorization.  If "yes," please list below:   
Approval Type                      Approval #                          Issuance Date                      Expiration Date 

                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  

 

3. If this is a modification, was this original project reviewed for consistency with the Alaska Coastal Management 
Program? ............................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
 

 
 

Previous  ACMP  I.D. Number:                         (example: AK 0706-05AA or ID2004-0505JJ) 
Previous Project Name:                       Previous Project Applicant:                      

  

   
 PROJECT DESCRIPTION   
Attach a complete and detailed narrative description of your new project or of your modification/addition including ALL 
associated facilities and changes to the current land or water use (if not already attached as part of an agency application). 
Clearly delineate the project boundaries and all property owners, including owners of adjacent land, on the site plan.  The 
scale of the maps and plan drawings must be large enough to show pertinent details. Identify your proposed footprint or 
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disturbed area.  If this project is a modification to an approved project, identify existing facilities and proposed changes on 
the site plan.  
 
The Tulsequah Chief mine is located in British Columbia, Canada near the confluence of the Tulsequah  and 
Taku Rivers.  Currently, the only means of transportation into the mine site is by air and water. Access to the 
mine has been provided over the past two summers using conventional shallow draft tug and barges, operating 
during the summer months.  Redfern has proposed a transportation option that would use air cushion barges, 
towed by shallow draft tug during the aquatic season, and by amphibious tractors travelling over frozen gravel 
bars and ice during the non-aquatic (winter) season.  There would be no barge operations during the freeze-up 
and break-up periods.  Zinc, lead, and copper concentrate from the Tulsequah Chief Mine would be 
transported via the air cushion barge to Juneau where the concentrate will be transferred to commercial barge 
service destined for Skagway. Barges returning to the mine site from Juneau will carry supplies, such as fuel, 
lubricants, construction materials and mine mill maintenance materials. The Air Cushion Barge Transportation 
System: Operations Plan, November 2008 describes the Project in detail.  
 
Proposed starting date for project:  2009   Proposed ending date for project:  2019 
   
 PROJECT LOCATION and LAND OWNERSHIP  Yes No 
4. Describe/identify the project location on a map (Including nearest community, the name of the nearest land feature or 

body of water, and other legal description such as a survey or lot number.).  
Township               Range               Section              Meridian             
Latitude/Longitude            /              (specify Decimal Degrees or Degrees, Minutes, Seconds) 
USGS Quad Map            
 
The proposed project is located on State shorelands of the Taku River between the US/Canada border and 
the mouth of the Taku River near Annex Creek. The project is located within the Copper River Meridian: 
Township 40S, Range 69E, Sections 1,2,10,16,21,28,33;   
Township 39S, Range 69E, Sections 12, 13, 24, 25 36;  
Township 39S, Range 70E, Sections 1,2,3,4,5,7,8;  
Township 38S, Range 71E, Sections 14,15,22,27,28,,31,32,33.   
 
At Canyon Island, a small parcel of State uplands is proposed for use during the aquatic season operations 
(see Figure 9 in Operations Plan). 
 
For the purposes of the Habitat Permit, the permitable includes that portion of the Taku River between the 
US/Canada border and the downstream limit of Alaska Department of Fish and Game jurisdiction.  The 
project is located entirely within State lands.   
 

  

5. The project is located on:      State land or water*     Federal land     Private land     Municipal land 
(Check all that apply)                          Mental Health Trust land      University of Alaska land 
Contact the applicable landowner(s) to obtain necessary authorization.  State land ownership can be verified using 
Alaska Mapper.  *State land can be uplands, tidelands or submerged lands to 3 miles offshore. 

  

6. Is the project within or associated with the Trans Alaska Pipeline corridor? ......................................................................   
   
  COASTAL DISTRICT Yes No 
7. Is the project located in a coastal district? ..........................................................................................................................   

If yes, identify the applicable coastal district(s) City and Borough of Juneau and contact them to ensure your 
project conforms with district policies and zoning requirements.   Coastal districts are a municipality or borough, 
home rule or first class city, second class municipality with planning powers, or coastal resource service area.  A 
coastal district is a participant in the State's consistency review process. Early interaction with the district can benefit 
you significantly; please contact the district representative listed on the contact list at 
http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html 

  

 CBJ was contacted and there are no current enforceable policies that apply to this project.  
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 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (DNR) APPROVALS   
DNR DIVISION OF MINING, LAND & WATER- LAND SECTION  Yes No 
1. Is the proposed project on State-owned land or water or will you need to cross State-owned land for access? (NOTE: 

State land includes the land below the ordinary high water line of navigable streams, rivers and lakes, and in marine 
waters, below the mean high tide line seaward for three miles.  State land does not include Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Land or University of Alaska Land.) ……………………………………………………………..……………………….. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
2. If you answered yes to the question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Division of Mining, 

Land and Water regional office for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:  Mr. Chas Dense; August 12 2008 permit application submitted 
                     

  

b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? .....................................................................................................   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation: Completed Application submitted on August 12 2008.  Supporting documents 
submitted on September 15 2008.                           

  

 
DNR DIVISION OF MINING, LAND & WATER- MATERIALS SECTION Yes No 
3. Do you plan to dredge or otherwise excavate or remove materials such as rock, sand, gravel, peat, or overburden from 

any land regardless of ownership? ...................................................................................................................................... 
 

 
 

 
a) Location of excavation site if different than the project site:                   

Township          Range         Section        Meridian          
4. At any one site (regardless of land ownership), do you plan any of the following? ............................................................   

  Excavate five or more acres over a year’s time   
  Excavate 50,000 cubic yards or more of materials (rock, sand, gravel, soil, peat, overburden, etc.) over a year’s 

time 
  

  Have a cumulative, un-reclaimed, excavated area of five or more acres   
5. Do you plan to place fill or excavated material on State-owned land? ...............................................................................   

a) Location of fill or material disposal site if different than the project site:                   
Township         Range         Section        Meridian             

 
6. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Division of Mining, 

Land and Water regional office for information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ......................................................................................................   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
DNR DIVISION OF MINING, LAND & WATER- MINING SECTION Yes No 
7. Do you plan to mine for locatable minerals such as silver, gold, or copper? .....................................................................   
8. Do you plan to explore for or extract coal? ........................................................................................................................   
9. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Division of Mining, 

Land and Water regional office for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ......................................................................................................   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
DNR DIVISION OF MINING, LAND & WATER- WATER SECTION Yes No 

10. Will this project or development divert, impound, withdraw, or use any fresh water (regardless of land ownership)? 
(NOTE: If you know of other water users who withdraw from the same source or any potential conflicts affecting this use 
of water, contact the Water Section.  If you are obtaining water exclusively from either an existing Public Water Supply or 
from a rainwater catchment system, you are not required to contact the DNR Water Section regional office.) ...................... 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
a) Check all points-of-withdrawal or water sources that apply:   
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  Public Water system (name):                        
  Stream or Lake (name):                        
  Well   
  Rain catchment system   
  Other:                              

b) Intended use(s) of water:                                  
c) Amount (maximum daily, not average, in gallons per day):                             
d) Is the point of water withdrawal on property you own? …………………………………………………………...........   

11. Do you plan to build or alter a dam (regardless of land ownership)? ..................................................................................    
12. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Division of Mining, 

Land and Water regional office for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? .......................................................................................................   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
 

  

DNR DIVISION OF FORESTRY Yes No 
13. Does your operation meet both of the following criteria on any land, regardless of ownership? 

a) The project will commercially harvest timber on 10 or more acres, or commercially harvest timber that intersects, 
encompasses, or borders on surface waters, and 

b) The project involves one or more of the following:  site preparation, thinning, slash treatment, construction and 
maintenance of roads associated with a commercial timber harvest, or any other activity leading to or connected to a 
commercial timber harvest operation…………………………........................................................................................ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
14. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Division of Forestry 

regional office for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ......................................................................................................   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
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DNR DIVISION OF OIL & GAS Yes No 

15. a) Will you be exploring for or producing oil and/or gas? ………………………………………………………………...   
b) Will you conduct surface use activities on/within an oil and gas lease or unit? ……………………………………….   

If yes, please specify:                        
16. Do you plan to drill a geothermal well (regardless of land ownership)? ………………………………………………….   
17. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Division of Oil & Gas 

office for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? …………………………………………………………………...   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
Visit the Division of Oil & Gas website for application forms and additional information.  

  

   
DNR OFFICE OF HISTORY & ARCHAEOLOGY Yes No 

18. Will you investigate, remove, or impact historical, archaeological or paleontological resources (anything over 50 years 
old) on State-owned land? ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
 

19. If you answered yes to the question above, indicate the person you contacted at the State Historic Preservation Office  
for information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
   
DNR DIVISION OF GEOLOGICAL & GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS Yes No 

20. Is the proposed project located within a natural hazard area designated by a coastal district in the approved district 
plan? (Refer to the district plan or contact the coastal district office.) ……………………………………………………. 

 
There are no natural hazard areas designated in the project area.  Reference: 

http://wwwdggs.dnr.state.ak.use/geologic_hazards_coastal_districts.htm 
 

 
 

 
 

 

a) If “yes”, describe the measures you will take in the siting, design, construction, and operation of the proposed activity 
to protect public safety, services, and the environment from potential damage caused by the designated natural 
hazard(s) in the Natural Hazards portion of the attached Coastal Consistency Evaluation (11 AAC 112.210). 

  

21. If you have contacted someone, please indicate the person you contacted at the Coastal District or the State for 
information. The Division of Geological & Geophysical Survey may have additional information on hazards for the 
area. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
   
DNR DIVISION OF PARKS & OUTDOOR RECREATION Yes No 

22. Is the proposed project located in a unit of the Alaska State Park System including navigable waters, tidelands or 
submerged lands to three miles offshore? …………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 

 
 

23. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate DNR Division of Parks 
& Recreation office for information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? …………………………………………………………………...   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
DNR APPROVALS   
List the Department of Natural Resources permits or authorizations required for your project below: 
Types of project approvals or permits needed.                                                                                  Date application submitted  

Miscellaneous Land Use Permit – Title 38  August 12 2008 
                                                    

 

  

Consistency Review Packet

http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html
http://www.dog.dnr.state.ak.us/oil/programs/permitting/applications.htm
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html
http://wwwdggs.dnr.state.ak.us/
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Explore/alldistEPS.html
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html
http://wwwdggs.dnr.state.ak.use/geologic_hazards_coastal_districts.htm
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html
http://www.dggs.dnr.state.ak.us/?menu_link=engineering&link=coastal_river&sub_link=hazards&sub2_link=acmp_information
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/index.htm
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html
http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Contacts/PRCregcont.html


State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Coastal & Ocean Management         
           

Consistency Evaluation 12/01/2008      Page 6 of 25 

 
 DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (DFG) APPROVALS  

 
Yes 

 
No 

1. Is your project located in a designated State Game Refuge, Critical Habitat Area or State Game Sanctuary? …………...   
2. Does your project include construction/operation of a salmon hatchery? …………………………………………………   
3. Does your project affect, or is it related to, a previously permitted salmon hatchery? ……………………………………   
4. Does your project include construction of an aquatic farm? ………………………………………………………………   
5. Will you work in, remove water or material from, or place anything in, a stream, river or lake? (NOTE: This includes 

work or activities below the ordinary high water mark or on ice, in the active  flood plain, on islands, in or on the 
face of the banks, or, for streams entering or flowing through tidelands, above the level of mean lower low tide.  If the 
proposed project is located within a special flood hazard area, a municipal floodplain development permit may be 
required.  Contact the affected city or borough planning department for additional information and a floodplain 
determination.) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
a) If yes, name of waterbody:  Taku River   

6. If you answered yes to any questions above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Department of Fish 
and Game office for information. (For projects involving Hatcheries or Aquatic Farms, please contact the Division of 
Commercial Fisheries. Other projects should contact the Division of Habitat.) 

  

a) Name/date of Contact: Ms. Kate Kanouse; Ms. Jackie Timothy  August 12 2008   
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ………………………………………………………………….   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation: Application for Title 16 Fish Habitat Permit submitted on August 16 2008.  
  

   
DFG APPROVALS   
List the Department of Fish and Game permits or authorizations required for your project below: 
Types of project approvals or permits needed.                                                                                            Date application submitted 

Title 16 Fish Habitat Permit  August 16 2008 
                                     
                                     

 

  

 
 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (DEC) APPROVALS   
DEC DIVISION OF WATER Yes No 
1 a) Will a discharge of non-domestic wastewater to lands, waters, or the subsurface of the state occur? (NOTE: Non-

domestic wastewater includes wastewater from commercial or industrial facilities, excavation projects, wastewater 
from man-made containers or containment areas, or any other non-domestic wastewater disposal activities see 18 
AAC 72.990 for definitions.) …………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
b) Will a discharge of domestic wastewater or septage to lands, waters or the subsurface of the state occur? (see 18 AAC 

72.990 for definitions.) …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

 
 

 
c) Will the wastewater disposal activity require a mixing zone or zone of deposit to meet Water Quality Standards 

(WQS)? (Many disposal activities require a mixing zone to meet WQS, contact DEC if unsure.) …………………….. 
 

 
 

 
d) Will the project include a stormwater collection/discharge system? ……………………………………………………   
e) Will the project include placing fill in wetlands? ……………………………………………………………………….   
f) Is the surrounding area inundated with water at any time of the year?  Not applicable to this barging 
operation.…………………………………………………. 

  

g) Do you intend to construct, install, modify or use any part of a domestic or non-domestic wastewater treatment or 
disposal system? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
 

 2. Does your project qualify for a general permit for wastewater? ...............................................................   
 3. If you answered yes to any questions above, indicate the person you contacted at the DEC-Division of Water for 

information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? …………………………………………………………………...   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
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DEC DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  Yes No 
4 a) Will your project result in construction, modification, or operation of a facility for solid waste disposal?  (NOTE: 

Solid waste means drilling wastes, household garbage, refuse, sludge, construction or demolition wastes, industrial 
solid waste, asbestos, and other discarded, abandoned, or unwanted solid or semi-solid material, whether or not 
subject to decomposition, originating from any source.  Disposal means placement of solid waste on land.) ………. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
b) Will your project result in treatment of solid waste at the site? (Examples of treatment methods include, but are not 

limited to: incineration, open burning, baling, and composting.) ……………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 
c) Will your project result in storage or transfer of solid waste at the site? ……………………………………………….   
d) Will the project result in storage of more than 50 tons of materials for reuse, recycling, or resource recovery? ………   
e) Will any sewage solids or biosolids be disposed of or land-applied to the site?  (NOTE: Sewage solids include wastes 

that have been removed from a wastewater treatment plant system, such as a septic tank lagoon dredge, or 
wastewater treatment sludge that contain no free liquids.  Biosolids are the solid, semi- solid or liquid residues 
produced during the treatment of domestic septage in a treatment works which are land applied for beneficial use.) .. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
5. Will your project require application of oil, pesticides, and/or any other broadcast chemicals? ………………………….   
6. Does your project qualify for a general permit for solid waste? ................................................................   
7. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the DEC- Division of Environmental 

Health for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? …………………………………………………………………...   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
DEC DIVISION OF AIR QUALITY    Yes No 
8  a) Will you have an asphalt plant designed to process no less than five tons per hour of product? ………………………   

b) Will you have a thermal remediation unit with a rated capacity of at least five tons per hours of untreated material? ..   
c) Will you have a rock crusher with a rated capacity of at least five tons per hour? ……………………………………..   
d) Will you have one or more incinerators with a cumulative rated capacity of 1,000 pounds or more per hour? ………..   
e) Will you have a coal preparation plant? ………………………………………………………………………………...   
f) Will you have a Port of Anchorage stationary source? ………………………………………………………………….   
g) Will you have a facility with the potential to emit no less than 100 tons per year of any regulated air contaminant?.....   
h) Will you have a facility with the potential to emit no less than 10 tons per year of any  hazardous air contaminant or 

25 tons per year of all hazardous air contaminants?........................................................................................................ 
 

 
 

 
i) Will you be constructing a new stationary source with a potential to emit greater than: ……………………………… 

  15 tons per year (tpy) of PM-10 
  40 tpy of nitrogen oxides 
  40 tpy of sulfur dioxide 
  0.6 tpy of lead; or 
  100 tpy of CO within 10 km of a nonattainment area 

  

j) Will you be commencing construction, or (if not already authorized under 18 AAC 50) relocating a portable oil and 
gas operation? (answer “yes” unless you will comply with an existing operating permit developed for the portable oil 
and gas operation at the permitted location; or you will operate as allowed under AS 46.14.275 without an operating 
permit) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….................... 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
k) Will you be commencing construction or (if not already authorized under 18 AAC 50) relocating an emission unit 

with a rated capacity of 10 million Btu or more per hour in a sulfur dioxide special protection area established under 
18 AAC 50.025? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 

 
 

 
l) Will you be commencing a physical change to or a change in the method of construction of an existing stationary 

source with a potential to emit an air pollutant greater than an amount listed in g) that will cause for that pollutant an 
emission increase (calculated at your discretion) as either an increase in potential to emit that is greater than: 

  10 tpy of PM-10 
  10 tpy of sulfur dioxide 
  10 tpy of nitrogen oxides; or 
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  100 tpy of CO within 10 km of a nonattainment area; or  
actual emissions and a net emissions increase greater than: 

  10 tpy of PM-10 
  10 tpy of sulfur dioxide 
  10 tpy of nitrogen oxides; or 
  100 tpy of CO within 10 km of a nonattainment area 

m) Will you be commencing construction or making a major modification of a Prevention of Significant Deterioration 
stationary source under 18 AAC 50.306? ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

 
 

n) Will you be commencing construction or making a major modification of a nonattainment area major stationary 
source under 18 AAC 50.311? …………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 

 
 

o) Will you be commencing construction or reconstructing a major stationary source under 18 AAC 50.316, for 
hazardous air pollutants? Definition of Regulated Air Pollutants can be found at 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/oarpg/t5/memoranda/rapdef.pdf .................................................................................................. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
9. If you answered yes to any questions above, indicate the person you contacted at the DEC- Division of Air Quality for 

information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:                    
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
DEC DIVISION OF SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE  Yes No 
10 a) Will your project involve the operation of waterborne tank vessels or oil barges that carry crude or non crude oil as 

bulk cargo, or the transfer of oil or other petroleum products to or from such a vessel or a pipeline system? …………. 
 

 
 

 
b) Will your project require or include onshore or offshore oil facilities with an effective aggregate storage capacity of 

greater than 5,000 barrels of crude oil or greater than 10,000 barrels of non-crude oil? ……………………………….. 
 

 
 

 
c) Will you operate facilities on land or water for exploration or production of hydrocarbons? ………………………….   

11. If you answered yes to any questions above, indicate the person you contacted at the DEC-Division of Spill Prevention 
and Response office for information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is a plan required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed Oil Discharge Prevention & Contingency Plan to the DCOM.  

If “No”, explain why an application isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
DEC APPROVALS   
List the Department of Environmental Conservation permits or authorizations required for your project below:   
   Types of plan approvals or permits needed                                                                                        Date application submitted  

                                               
                                               
                                               

 

   
 FEDERAL APPROVALS   
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (USACE) Yes No 
1. Will you discharge dredged and/or fill material or perform dredging activities in waters of the U.S?  Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act requires that a Department of the Army permit be obtained for the placement or discharge of dredged 
and/or fill material into waters of the U.S., including wetlands (33 U.S.C. 1344). (Your application to the USACE would 
also serve as application for DEC Water Quality Certification.) …………………………………. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
2. Will you place fill or structures or perform work in waters of the U.S? Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 

1899 requires that a Department of the Army permit be obtained for structures or work in or affecting navigable waters 
of the U.S. (33 U.S.C. 403) (Waters of the U.S. include marine waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide, rivers, 
streams, lakes tributaries, and wetlands. If you are not certain whether your proposed project is located within a 
wetland, contact the USACE Regulatory Division to request a wetlands determination. For additional information 
about the Regulatory Program, visit www.poa.usace.army.mil/reg) ……………………………………….. 
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3. If you answered yes to the question above, indicate the person you contacted at the US Army Corps of Engineers for 
information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
BUREAU OF LAND  MANAGEMENT (BLM) Yes No 
4. Is the proposed project located on BLM land, or will you need to cross BLM land for access? ………………………….   
5. If you answered yes to the question above, indicate the person you contacted at the Bureau of Land Management for 

information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
U.S. COAST GUARD (USCG)  Yes No 
6 a) Do you plan to construct a bridge or causeway over tidal (ocean) waters, or navigable rivers, streams or lakes? ……...   

b) Does your project involve building an access to an island? …………………………………………………………….   
c) Do you plan to site, construct, or operate a deepwater port? ……………………………………………………………   

7. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate US Coast Guard office 
for information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) Yes No 
8 a) Will the proposed project have a discharge to any waters? ……………………………………………………………...   

b) Will you dispose of sewage sludge? …………………………………………………………………………………….   
c) Will construction of your project expose 1 or more acres of soil?  (NOTE: This applies to the total amount of land 

disturbed, even if disturbance is distributed over more than one season, and also applies to areas that are part of a 
larger common plan of development or sale.) …………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 

 

 
 

 
d) Is your project an industrial facility that will have stormwater discharge directly related to manufacturing, processing, 

or raw materials storage areas at an industrial plant? If you answered yes to c) or d), your project may require an 
NPDES Stormwater permit ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 

 
 

 
9. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the US Environmental Protection 

Agency for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) Yes No 
10 a) Is your project located within five miles of any public airport? ………………………………………………………   

b) Will you have a waste discharge that is likely to decay within 5,000 feet of any public airport? ……………………   
  11. If you answered yes to the question above, indicate the person you contacted at the Federal Aviation Administration 

for information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION (FERC) Yes No 

  12 a) Does the project include any of the following: ………………………………………………………………………… 
1) a non-federal hydroelectric project on any navigable body of water 
2) locating a hydro project on federal land (including transmission lines) 
3) using surplus water from any federal government dam for a hydro project 

  

b) Does the project include construction and operation, or abandonment of interstate natural gas pipeline facilities 
under sections 7 (b) and (c) of the Natural Gas Act (NGA)? .....……………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
 

c) Does the project include construction and operation of natural gas or liquefied natural gas importation or 
exportation facilities under section 3 of the NGA? ......................................................................................................... 

 
 

 
 

d) Does the project include construction for physical interconnection of electric transmission facilities under section 
202 (b) of the FPA? …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
 

13. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the appropriate Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission office for information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
U.S. FOREST SERVICE (USFS)  Yes No 

14 a) Does the proposed project involve construction on USFS land? ………………………………………………………..   
b) Does the proposed project involve the crossing of USFS land with a water line? ……………………………………...   
c) The current list of Forest Service permits that require ACMP consistency review are online at 

http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Clawhome/handbook/pdf/11_AAC_110.pdf in Article 4, 11 AAC 110.400, pages 28-30. 
Does your proposed project include any of Forest Service authorizations found on pages 28-30 of the ACMP 
Handbook? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
15. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at United States Forest Service for 

information. 
  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (USFWS) Yes No 

16 a) Is your proposed project on land managed by the USFWS? …………………………………………………………….   
b) Does your project require a Right of Way from the USFWS under 50 C.F.R. 29 and 50 C.F.R 36? ..............................   

17. If you answered yes to any question above, indicate the person you contacted at the US Fish and Wildlife Service for 
information. 

  

a) Name/date of Contact:               
b) Is an application required for the proposed activity? ……………………………………………………………………   
c) If “YES” then submit a signed copy of the completed application to the DCOM.  If “No”, explain why an application 

isn’t required.  Explanation:                           
  

   
OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY APPROVALS Yes No 

18 a) Other Federal agencies with authorizations reviewable under the Alaska Coastal Management Program are posted 
online at http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/Clawhome/handbook/pdf/11_AAC_110.pdf in Article 4, 11 AAC 110.400, 
pages 28-30.  Does your proposed project include any of the Federal agency authorizations found on pages 28-30 of 
the ACMP Handbook? …………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
b) If yes, which federal authorizations?                                                                
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19. Have you applied for any other federal permits or authorizations? ………………………………………………………..   
Agency Approval Type Date Submitted 

                                      
                                      

 
Note: The Coastal Project Questionnaire (CPQ) identifies state and federal permits subject to a consistency review.  You may 
need additional permits from other agencies or the affected city and borough government to proceed with your activity. 
Attach the documentation requested under the Project Description.   
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ACMP Consistency Evaluation & Certification Statement 

 
Pursuant to 11 AAC 110.215 (a)(1)(c), the applicant shall submit an evaluation of how the proposed project is consistent with the 
statewide standards at 11 AAC 112.200 - 11 AAC 112.990 and with the applicable district enforceable policies, sufficient to support 
the consistency certification.  Evaluate your project against each section of the state standards and applicable district enforceable 
policies using the template below or by submitting a narrative description in letter or report form.  District enforceable policies are 
available on the ACMP website at http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us.  Definitions of key terms can be found at: 11 AAC 110.990, 11 
AAC 112.990 and 11 AAC 114.990.  
 
If you need more space for an adequate explanation of any of the applicable standards, please attach additional pages to the end of this 
document.  Be sure to include references to the specific sections and subsections that you are evaluating. 

 
STATEWIDE STANDARDS 
11 AAC 112.200. Coastal Development    This project is consistent with the standard.  
Standard:  
(a)   In planning for and approving development in or adjacent to coastal waters, districts and state agencies shall manage 
coastal land and water uses in such a manner that those uses that are economically or physically dependent on a coastal 
location are given higher priority when compared to uses that do not economically or physically require a coastal 
location.  
(b)  Districts and state agencies shall give, in the following order, priority to 
(1)  water-dependent uses and activities;  
(2)  water-related uses and activities; and   
(3)  uses and activities that are neither water-dependent nor water-related for which there is no practicable inland 
alternative to meet the public need for the use or activity.  
(c)  The placement of structures and the discharge of dredged or fill material into coastal water must, at a minimum, 
comply with the standards contained in 33 CFR Parts 320 - 323, revised as of July 1, 2003.  
Evaluation:    
(a)   How is your project economically or physically dependent on a coastal location?  Why are you proposing to place 
the project at the selected location?  
The ACB transportation system is dependant on the Taku River, as the barge system requires a navigable 
waterway to operate between the minesite in Canada and Juneau Alaska.  The river corridor provides a year-
round transportation route between these two locations. 
                                                                                        
                                                                                           
(b)  Evaluation of development priority. 
(1) How is the proposed project water-dependent? Explain  See above.  The proposed project is a barge 
transportation system dependant on the use of the Taku River and Taku Inlet as a route for the barge system 
both in summer and winter.    
(2)  How is the proposed project water-related?  Explain. As a transportation route.  
(3)  If the proposed project is neither water-dependent nor water-related, please explain why there is not a practicable 
inland alternative that meets the public need for the use or activity.  Explain. 
                                                                                        
                                                                                               
(c)  DCOM defers to the United States Corps of Engineers (USACE) to interpret compliance with the referenced 
standards.  If you plan to discharge or fill waters of the US, have you applied to the Corps of Engineers for the 
appropriate authorization? There is no plan to discharge or fill waters of the US.  
                                                                                            
 
11 AAC 112.210.  Natural hazard areas.  This standard does not apply to this project as there are no such 
designations along the Taku River.   
Standard:   
(a)  In addition to those identified in 11 AAC 112.990, the department, or a district in a district plan, may designate other 
natural processes or adverse conditions that present a threat to life or property in the coastal area as natural hazards.  Such 
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designations must provide the scientific basis for designating the natural process or adverse condition as a natural hazard 
in the coastal area, along with supporting scientific evidence for the designation.  
(b)  Areas likely to be affected by the occurrence of a natural hazard may be designated as natural hazard areas by a state 
agency or, under 11 AAC 114.250(b), by a district.  
(c)  Development in a natural hazard area may not be found consistent unless the applicant has taken appropriate 
measures in the siting, design, construction, and operation of the proposed activity to protect public safety, services, and 
the environment from potential damage caused by known natural hazards.  
(d)  For purposes of  (c) of this section, "appropriate measures in the siting, design, construction, and operation of the 
proposed activity" means those measures that, in the judgment of the coordinating agency, in consultation with the 
department’s division of geological and geophysical surveys, the Department of Community and Economic Development 
as state coordinating agency for the National Flood Insurance Program under 44 C.F.R. 60.25, and other local and state 
agencies with expertise, 
(1)  satisfy relevant codes and safety standards; or  
(2)  in the absence of such codes and standards;  
(A)  the project plans are approved by an engineer who is registered in the state and has engineering experience 
concerning the specific natural hazard; or  
(B)  the level of risk presented by the design of the project is low and appropriately addressed by the project plans.   
Evaluation: 

(a) Describe the natural hazards designated in the district plan as they affect this site.   
As noted above, there are no such designations that apply to this project in the district.  
 
For information purposes, there are seasonal jokulhaups (glacial outburst floods) on the Tulsequah 
River. Glacial outburst floods are short-term events, of varying magnitude. These occurrences have 
been recorded since 1932, with the majority occurring between late July and September.  Typically, the 
flow as measured at the gauge at Canyon Island doubles or triples for a 2-3 day period.  As the 
operations during this time would be aquatic involving the use of conventional shallow-draft tug and the 
ACB, the increased velocity for a short duration as the flood passes through the system may impose a 
temporary suspension of operations. These floods would also result in more debris swept into the river at 
that time. Temporary delays in operations are factored into the annual barging schedule, and as such, 
suspension of operations, should it be necessary during such events, is not expected to affect the annual 
barge operations to any significant extent. Given that the mine site itself is located along the Tulsequah 
River, the first sign of such events would be at the upstream end of barge operations, and this would 
provide a certain amount of time to adjust operations (delay barging).  

 
 (b)  Describe how the proposed project is designed to accommodate the designated hazards.  How will you use site 
design and operate the proposed activity to protect public safety, services and the environment from potential damaged 
caused by known natural hazards? 
The planned operations have allowed for downtime in the annual schedule to accommodate extreme weather 
events and other factors that may cause temporary suspension of operations. 
                                                                                        
                                                        
 (d)(1) Describe the measures you will take to meet relevant codes and safety standards in the siting, design, construction 
and operation of the proposed activity.   
(d)(2)(A)  If your project is located in an area without codes and safety standards, how is your project engineered for the 
specific natural hazard?  Give the name of the appropriately qualified registered engineer who will approve the plans for 
protecting public safety, services, and the environment from damage caused by hazards OR 
(d)(2)(B) If the level of risk presented by the design of the project is low, how do the project plans and project design 
address the potential natural hazard?   
                                                                                        
                                                                                                
 
11 AAC 112.220.  Coastal access.  The project is consistent with this standard as public access along coastal 
water will be maintained.  
Standard:  
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Districts and state agencies shall ensure that projects maintain and, where appropriate, increase public access to, from, 
and along coastal water.  
Evaluation:  
Please explain how the proposed project will maintain and, where appropriate, increase public access to, from and along 
coastal water. The project will maintain public access to, from and along coastal waters. The Taku River is a 
navigable waterway, as such, the proposed transportation system is entirely consistent with navigational use of 
this river.   The operation of the ACB system is planned so that potential interference with public navigation 
along the Taku River will be avoided and or minimized.   A Transportation Communications Plan will be 
developed prior to start of aquatic operations (by March 31 in each year) that will, at minimum, include the 
following elements: 

• A schedule of ACB transits throughout the aquatic season to be communicated to fishermen, the Taku 
River Recreation Association , and the general public in advance of the aquatic season, and any 
fishing openings (Personal Use Fishery) 

• Advance notification of any significant changes to the planned schedule of operations 
• Radio communication on the tug operating on a common frequency 
• Direct communication with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game prior to the start of the Personal 

Use Fishery, and prior to the installation of the fish counters at Canyon Island, and again at the close 
of the season to identify issues that may arise and means to avoid or minimize potential interference 
with this fishery, research efforts, and navigation 

• Seasonal discussions with the Taku River Recreation Association members to review the 
Communications Plan and identify opportunities to collaborate on improving operations and avoid or 
minimize potential interference with recreational boating on the river.; 

• Discussions with the Taku Lodge operators to coordinate schedules to avoid or minimize disruption to 
the incoming and outgoing aircraft activity.  This may include routine or seasonal meetings to review 
the results of the coordination and communication efforts.  

                                                                                     
                                                                                   
     

  
11 AAC 112.230.  Energy facilities.  This standard does not apply to this project.  
Standard:  
(a)  The siting and approval of major energy facilities by districts and state agencies must be based, to the extent 
practicable, on the following standards:  
(1)  site facilities so as to minimize adverse environmental and social effects while satisfying industrial requirements; 
(2)  site facilities so as to be compatible with existing and subsequent adjacent uses and projected community needs;  
(3)  consolidate facilities;  
(4)  consider the concurrent use of facilities for public or economic reasons;  
(5)  cooperate with landowners, developers, and federal agencies in the development of facilities;  
(6)  select sites with sufficient acreage to allow for reasonable expansion of facilities;  
(7)  site facilities where existing infrastructure, including roads, docks, and airstrips, is capable of satisfying industrial 
requirements;  
(8)  select harbors and shipping routes with least exposure to reefs, shoals, drift ice, and other obstructions;  
(9)  encourage the use of vessel traffic control and collision avoidance systems;  
(10)  select sites where development will require minimal site clearing, dredging, and construction; 
(11)  site facilities so as to minimize the probability, along shipping routes, of spills or other forms of contamination that 
would affect fishing grounds, spawning grounds, and other biologically productive or vulnerable habitats, including 
marine mammal rookeries and hauling out grounds and waterfowl nesting areas;  
(12)  site facilities so that design and construction of those facilities and support infrastructures in coastal areas will allow 
for the free passage and movement of fish and wildlife with due consideration for historic migratory patterns; 
(13)  site facilities so that areas of particular scenic, recreational, environmental, or cultural value, identified in district 
plans, will be protected; 
(14)  site facilities in areas of least biological productivity, diversity, and vulnerability and where effluents and spills can 
be controlled or contained; 
(15)  site facilities where winds and air currents disperse airborne emissions that cannot be captured before escape into 
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the atmosphere; 
(16)  site facilities so that associated vessel operations or activities will not result in overcrowded harbors or interfere with 
fishing operations and equipment.  
(b)  The uses authorized by the issuance of state and federal leases, easements, contracts, rights-of-way, or permits for 
mineral and petroleum resource extraction are uses of state concern.   
Evaluation: 
(a) If this standard applies to your project, please describe in detail how the proposed project is designed to meet each 
applicable section of this standard: 
(1)                                                                                  
(2)                                                                                  
(3)                                                                                  
(4)                                                                                  
(5)                                                                                  
(6)                                                                                  
(7)                                                                                  
(8)                                                                                  
(9)                                                                                  
(10)                                                                                  
(11)                                                                                  
(12)                                                                                  
(13)                                                                                  
(14)                                                                                  
(15)                                                                                  
(16)                                                                                  
 
(b)  List the authorizations for state and federal leases, easements, contracts, rights-of-way, water rights, or permits for 

mineral and petroleum resource extraction you have applied for or received.   
                                                                                 

 
11 AAC 112.240.  Utility routes and facilities.  This standard does not apply to this project.  
Standard:  
(a)  Utility routes and facilities must be sited inland from beaches and shorelines unless   
(1)  the route or facility is water-dependent or water related; or  
(2)  no practicable inland alternative exists to meet the public need for the route or facility.  
(b)  Utility routes and facilities along the coast must avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
(1)  alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns; 
(2)  disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit;  
(3)  blockage of existing or traditional access. 
 
Evaluation: 
(a) If the proposed utility route or facility is sited adjacent to beaches or shorelines, explain how the route or facility 
is water dependent water related or why no practical inland alternative exits.  
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
(b) If the proposed utility route or facility is sited along the coast, explain how you will avoid, minimize or mitigate:  
(1) alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns; 
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
(2)  disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit; 
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(3)  blockage of existing or traditional access.  
                                                                                         
                                                                                          
 
11 AAC 112.250.  Timber harvest and processing.  This standard does not apply to this project.  
Standard:  
AS 41.17 (Forest Resources and Practices Act) and the regulations adopted under that chapter with respect to the harvest 
and processing of timber are incorporated into the program and constitute the components of the program with respect to 
those purposes. 
 
Evaluation:  
Does your activity involve harvesting or processing of timber?  Yes        No         
If yes, please explain how your proposed project meets the standards of the State Forest Resources and Practices Act.  
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
11 AAC 112.260.  Sand and gravel extraction.  This standard does not apply to this project. 
Standard:  
Sand and gravel may be extracted from coastal waters, intertidal areas, barrier islands, and spits if there is no practicable 
alternative to coastal extraction that will meet the public need for the sand or gravel. 
 
Evaluation:  
If your proposed project includes extracting sand or gravel from coastal waters, intertidal areas, barrier islands or spits, 
please explain why there is no practicable alternative to coastal extraction that meets the public need for sand or gravel.  
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
 
11 AAC 112.270.  Subsistence.  This standard does not apply to this project. 
Standard:  
(a)  A project within a subsistence use area designated by the department or under 11 AAC 114.250(g) must avoid or 
minimize impacts to subsistence uses of coastal resources.  
(b)  For a project within a subsistence use area designated under 11 AAC 114.250(g), the applicant shall submit an 
analysis or evaluation of reasonably foreseeable adverse impacts of the project on subsistence use as part of  
(1)  a consistency review packet submitted under 11 AAC 110.215; and  
(2)  a consistency evaluation under 15 C.F.R. 930.39, 15 C.F.R. 930.58, or 15 C.F.R. 930.76.  
(c)  Repealed 10/29//2004, Register 172.  
(d)  Except in nonsubsistence areas identified under AS 16.05.258, the department may, after consultation with the 
appropriate district, federally recognized Indian tribes, Native corporations, and other appropriate persons or groups, 
designate areas in which a subsistence use is an important use of coastal resources as demonstrated by local usage. 
(e)  For purposes of this section, "federally recognized Indian tribe," "local usage", and "Native corporation" have the 
meanings given in 11 AAC 114.990. 
 
Evaluation: 
(a)  Is your proposed project located within a subsistence use area designated by a coastal district?  
       Yes        No         
If yes, please describe how the proposed project is designed to “avoid or minimize impacts to subsistence uses of coastal 
resources:” 
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
(b)  If your project is located in a subsistence use area designated by the coastal district, provide an analysis or evaluation 
of its reasonably foreseeable adverse impacts to the subsistence uses.  
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(c)  No response required.  
 
(d) If your project is not located in a designated subsistence use area, please describe any subsistence uses of coastal 
resources within the project area.  Please be advised that subsistence use areas may be designated by the department 
during a review. 
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
 
(e)  No response required.  
 
11 AAC 112.280.  Transportation routes and facilities.   
The project is consistent with this standard.  
Standard:  
Transportation routes and facilities must avoid, minimize, or mitigate  
(1)  alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns; 
(2)  disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit; and  
(3)  blockage of existing or traditional access. 
 
Evaluation:  
If your proposed project includes transportation routes or facilities, describe how  it avoids, minimizes, or mitigates  
(1) alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns;   
 
The Air Cushion Barge Transportation System: Operations Pla, November 2008 and the Fish Habitat Atlas 
showing the Aquatic and Winter Routes November 2008 describe the route during the aquatic and non-aquatic 
operating seasons.  During the aquatic season, the route will utilize the thalweg (deepest part of the channel) 
along the Taku River, thereby avoiding or minimizing potential alteration of surface drainage patterns.  The 
thalweg or main channel in the lowest portion of the Taku River (tidal flats) will be identified by regular 
bathymetry surveys.  By following the thalweg, the following potential effects will be avoided: 

• Avoids potential channelization effects; 
• Avoids potential disturbance to exposed tidal flats; 
• Avoids potential disturbance of substrates upstream of Taku Lodge; 
• Avoids potential re-suspension of sediments (as fine sediments will not typically accumulate in the 

thalweg to be re-suspended by the propeller wash from the tug. 
 

No dredging or other in-stream works are proposed or necessary. The design of the ACB minimizes the 
disturbance footprint where it may come in contact with the ground, such as where it will transit Canyon Island. 
At Canyon Island, the aquatic season route will transit the east side of Canyon Island, travelling over the 
exposed sand bar along the east shore of the island.  The ACB  is designed to have minimal ground pressure 
(less than 1 pound per square inch), and the amphibious tractors that would tow the ACB over the sandbars 
are also designed with less than 5 psi, thereby minimizing the potential for alteration to surface drainage 
patterns.  The use of the east side of Canyon Island during the aquatic season will have no effect on 
groundwater patterns.  
 
Surface drainage patterns in the east channel (flows) are largely controlled by the flow from the Sittikanay 
River, and to a lesser extent by Fish Creek.  These tributaries flow into the east channel and contribute the 
majority of flow to the east channel. The Taku River flows through the west channel, except at very high flows 
when some of the Taku flow will spill into the east channel.  
 
The equipment, which includes both the ACB and ATs used to shuttle the ACB across the east side of Canyon 
Island, have very low ground pressure specifically designed to have minimal footprint on the surface. The route 
crosses sand (at the southern end of the island) and coarser cobble substrate (at the north end of the island).  
Surface drainage patterns through the east channel will not be affected by the transit of the ACB over these 
sand/gravel bars.   
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The route avoids Fish Creek which enters the east channel from the east, and will, therefore, avoid any 
potential alteration of surface drainage in that tributary stream. At the north end of Canyon Island, the route 
traverses the braided channels of the Sittikanay where it enters the Taku River.  As no dredging or filling is 
proposed or required, and the equipment will not block or mobilize sediments where it crosses this area, 
current drainage patters of the Sittikanay River will not be altered. The flow of water will not be affected as flow 
will continue under and around the ACB and tow vessels as they traverse this braided section of the channel.  
 
In non-aquatic operations (winter), the majority of the route along the Taku River will essentially be overland, 
along snow-and ice covered gravel bars, thereby avoiding potential alteration of surface drainage patterns. The 
winter route is shown on the Barging Atlas.  Where the route must cross open leads, the procedure for 
crossing the leads (see Section 6.2 in the Operations Plan) will minimize the potential for impacts to the 
channel banks on either side of the lead.  Monitoring of effects at lead crossing sites will be carried out during 
initial operations, to confirm the prediction of minimal sedimentation and disruption to aquatic habitats (see 
Section 8; 2008-09 Aquatic Monitoring Plan for Alaska, September 2008). 
 
During the winter season, the primary route around Canyon Island is via the west channel.  The east channel 
will only be utilized as an alternative route in the winter should ice conditions in the west channel not allow the 
use of the west channel.  If the alternative route (east channel) is used, the route would follow a similar path to 
that designated in the application for the aquatic season route when the ATs are used. Snow grooming along 
the active floodplain would only be carried out as needed (after a significant fresh snowfall) such that the new 
snow would be tamped down sufficiently to allow the ACB to travel over the snow.  As the ground and river ice 
is frozen and covered with snow, the effect of snow grooming on surface drainage patterns is considered to be 
non-existent or minimal. The use of either the west or east channel around Canyon Island during the winter will 
have no effect on groundwater drainage patterns.  

 
 
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
(2) disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit; and  
 
The wildlife species potentially affected due to a disruption of transit include: 
 

• Marine mammals, including harbour seals; stellar sea lions; humpback whales 
• Moose 
• Wolves 
• Grizzly Bear 
 

The procedures for avoiding disturbance to wildlife, including avoiding disruption of wildlife transit are 
described in the Wildlife Management Plan, and include:  

 
• The route avoids known areas of marine mammal congregations (sea lion haul out near Dorothy Creek) 
• The operations will minimize disruption of wildlife transit by implementing the following procedures: 

o Barge operations will strive to maintain a 300 foot distance between harbour seal haul outs and 
wildlife congregations 

o Implement the Wildlife right-of-way policy for all transportation system operations to ensure that 
wildlife have unimpeded transit when they may be crossing the ACB transportation route. 

o Slow speed of travel will not exceed the vessel speed limits implemented in Glacier Bay National 
Park to prevent harassment and disturbance of humpback whales that may be travelling in the 
vicinity  

o Design of the ACB has minimal underwater noise effects as reported in Section 4.2.2 of the 
Operations Plan, November 2008.  

o The company in discussions with ADFG has described a means to provide moose access onto 
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and off any tamped surface should snow banks form by cutting into the snow banks at regular 
distances to provide moose transit access.  The distance between these cut outs will be 
determined after consultation with ADFG. 

o The Wildlife Monitoring Program includes monitoring the effects of potential increased predation of 
moose by wolves due to easier access (compacted snow along the route) along the ACB route 
during winter.   

 
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
        

(3) blockage of existing or traditional access.  
The proposed transportation system will not block existing or traditional access. 
                                                                                        
                                                                                          
 
11 AAC 112.300.  Habitats.  The project is consistent with the Habitats Standard.  
Standard: 
(a)  Habitats in the coastal area that are subject to the program are    
(1)  offshore areas;   
(2)  estuaries;   
(3)  wetlands;  
(4)  tideflats;    
(5)  rocky islands and sea cliffs;   
(6)  barrier islands and lagoons;    
(7)  exposed high-energy coasts;    
(8)  rivers, streams, and lakes and the active floodplains and riparian management areas of those rivers, streams, and 
lakes; and    
(9)  important habitat.   
(b)  The following standards apply to the management of the habitats identified in (a) of this section:   
(1)  offshore areas must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to competing uses such as 
commercial, recreational, or subsistence fishing, to the extent that those uses are determined to be in competition with the 
proposed use;   
(2)  estuaries must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to 
(A)  adequate water flow and natural water circulation patterns; and  
(B)  competing uses such as commercial, recreational, or subsistence fishing, to the extent that those uses are determined 
to be in competition with the proposed use;   
(3)  wetlands must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to water flow and natural 
drainage patterns;  
(4)  tideflats must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to  
(A)  water flow and natural drainage patterns; and 
(B)  competing uses such as commercial, recreational, or subsistence uses, to the extent that those uses are 
determined to be in competition with the proposed use;  
(5)  rocky islands and sea cliffs must be managed to  
(A)  avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to habitat used by coastal species; and  
(B)  avoid the introduction of competing or destructive species and predators;    
(6)  barrier islands and lagoons must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts (A)  to flows 
of sediments and water;  
(B)  from the alteration or redirection of wave energy or marine currents that would lead to the filling in of lagoons or the 
erosion of barrier islands; and  
(C)  from activities that would decrease the use of barrier islands by coastal species, including polar bears and nesting 
birds;  
(7)  exposed high-energy coasts must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts  
(A)  to the mix and transport of sediments; and  
(B)  from redirection of transport processes and wave energy;    
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(8)  rivers, streams, and lakes must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to  
(A)  natural water flow;   
(B)  active floodplains; and   
(C)  natural vegetation within riparian management areas; and 
 (9)  important habitat 
(A)  designated under 11 AAC 114.250(h) must be managed for the special productivity of the habitat in accordance with 
district enforceable policies adopted under 11 AAC 114.270(g); or 
(B)  identified under (c)(1)(B) or  
(C) of this section must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to the special productivity 
of the habitat.   
(c)  For purposes of this section,  
(1)  "important habitat" means habitats listed in (a)(1) – (8) of this section and other habitats in the coastal area that are  
(A)  designated under 11 AAC 114.250(h);  
(B)  identified by the department as a habitat  
(i)  the use of which has a direct and significant impact on coastal water; and  
(ii)  that is shown by written scientific evidence to be biologically and significantly productive; or  
(C)  identified as state game refuges, state game sanctuaries, state range areas, or fish and game critical habitat areas 
under AS 16.20; 
(2)  "riparian management area" means the area along or around a waterbody within the following distances, measured 
from the outermost extent of the ordinary high water mark of the waterbody:  
(A)  for the braided portions of a river or stream, 500 feet on either side of the waterbody;  
(B)  for split channel portions of a river or stream, 200 feet on either side of the waterbody;  
(C)  for single channel portions of a river or stream, 100 feet on either side of the waterbody;  
(D)  for a lake, 100 feet of the waterbody. 
 
Evaluation:  
(a)  List the habitats from (a) above that are within your proposed project area or that could be affected by your proposed 
project.  
For the purposes of the permit application, the project area includes: 

1. the Taku River between the US/Canada border and the end of the non-tidal area of the river located 
at Taku Lodge; and  

2. the tidally influenced mouth of Taku River (from Taku Lodge to Taku Point) and the north end of Taku 
Inlet where shoals are exposed as low tide (tidelands).   

As defined, the habitats applicable to this project include: 
8) rivers, streams, and lakes and the active floodplains and riparian management areas of those rivers, 
streams, and lakes; and 
4) tideflats.  
                                           
 
 (b) Describe how the proposed project avoids, minimizes, or mitigates impacts to each of the identified habitat(s) in 
section (a) above.  
 
River 
(A)  natural water flow;   
 
The equipment selected for this transportation system is specifically designed to have minimal impact on 
sensitive environments. The ACB exerts approximately 1 psi when travelling over the ground surface.  The 
equipment, including the shallow draft tug, is designed specifically for use in shallow waters, as the draft of the 
ACB and shallow draft tug in each instance is less than 3 ft.  As such, there will be no or minimal contact 
between the ACB skirts and the river channel bottom during the open water season. The shallow draft of these 
vessels, the low ground pressure of the ACB, slow speed (minimal wake) will avoid and minimize effects on 
the river.   
 
In the river, the river channel is deep and well defined and use of the thalweg will avoid any alteration of natural 
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water flow that would otherwise have potential disturbance to aquatic habitats. 
 
At the east side of Canyon Island where the ACB will be transported over the gravel bars, the use both the 
ACB and low-ground pressure tractors will minimize changes to the substrate at the east side of Canyon 
Island.  As such, impact to natural water flows in this area will be avoided and minimized.  A monitoring 
program is proposed for the Canyon Island in the 2008/09 Aquatic Monitoring Plan for Alaska.  The monitoring 
will allow for optimization and changes to the operations at the unlikely event that significant effects are 
observed.   
 
(B)  active floodplains;  
 
During the aquatic season, impacts to the active floodplains are avoided by operating aquatically in the thalweg 
of the river, with the exception of the east channel of Canyon Island.  At that location, impacts are minimized 
by using of the ACB and low-ground pressure tractors.  See discussion in (A) natural water flow, above. 
 
Winter operations will be carried out using the amphibious tractors (ATs).  The ATs exert minimal ground 
pressure (less than 5psi), thereby minimizing disturbance to winter environments. The ATs will tow the ACB 
along the frozen floodplain of the river.  Its low ground-pressure, exerting approximately 5 psi, will create 
minimal ground disturbance or surface compaction. Ice breaking is not desired; the objective is to maintain the 
integrity of the ice cover during winter operations. The ACB will be towed along onto the river’s frozen surface, 
avoiding open leads as much as possible to avoid breaking through the ice.   
 
(C)  natural vegetation within riparian management areas;  
 
The proposed barging operations will avoid adverse impacts to natural vegetation within riparian management 
areas along the river.  During the aquatic season, the route will follow the thalweg of the river, thereby avoiding 
the riparian management area.  The exception is the east channel of Canyon Island where a minimal around 
of riparian vegetation maybe effected by the route.  The selected route avoids the riparian management area 
as much as possible and was selected to minimize effects to natural vegetation.   
 
In winter (non-aquatic season) the operation will stay on the frozen gravel bar of the floodplain and the river, 
thereby avoiding the riparian management area.   
 
Tideflats:  
 
(A)  water flow and natural drainage patterns; and 
 
The equipment selected for this transportation system is specifically designed to have minimal impact on 
sensitive environments.  The ACB exerts approximately 1 psi when travelling over the ground surface.  The 
equipment, including the shallow draft tug, is designed specifically for use in shallow waters, as the draft of the 
ACB and shallow draft tug in each instance is less than 3 ft.  As such, there will be no or minimal contact 
between the ACB skirts and the river channel bottom during the open water season. The shallow draft of these 
vessels, the low ground pressure of the ACB, slow speed (minimal wake), and appropriate choice of route 
through the tidal flats will minimize potential effects on tidal flat habitats.   
 
Also note that the proposed project is a transient transportation system (e.g. barging) and no instream works, 
channel modification or structures are proposed as part of the project.  Therefore impacts to water flow and 
natural drainage patterns are avoid by the nature of the project.   
 
Winter operations will be carried out using the amphibious tractors (ATs).  The ATs exert minimal ground 
pressure (less than 5 psi), thereby minimizing disturbance to winter environments. The ATs will tow the ACB 
over the frozen tidal flats of the river.  Its low ground-pressure, exerting approximately 5 psi, will create minimal 
ground disturbance or surface compaction.  Ice breaking is not desired; the objective is to maintain the 
integrity of the snow and ice cover during winter operations.  
 
(B)  competing uses such as commercial, recreational, or subsistence uses, to the extent that those uses are 
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determined to be in competition with the proposed use;  
 
The proposed project is a transient transportation system (e.g. barging) and no instream works, channel 
modification or structures are proposed as part of the project.  Furthermore the relatively large area of the tidal 
flats allows the project and other users to avoid each other.  Therefore impacts to other users is largely 
avoided by the nature of the project.  Potential impacts to others users will be minimized by implementation of 
the project’s Communication Plan.  
 
11 AAC 112.310.  Air, land and water quality  This standard does not apply to this project.  
Standard:  
Not withstanding any other provision of this chapter, the statutes and regulations of the Department of Environmental 
Conservation with respect to the protection of air, land, and water quality identified in AS 46.40.040(b) are incorporated 
into the program and, as administered by that department, constitute the exclusive components of the program with 
respect to those purposes.  
 
Evaluation: No response required.  
 
11 AAC 112.320.   Historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources. This standard does not apply to this 
project.  
Standard: 
(a) The department will designate areas of the coastal zone that are important to the study, understanding, or 
illustration of national, state, or local history or prehistory, including natural processes.  
(b) A project within an area designated under (a) of this section shall comply with the applicable requirements of AS 
41.35.010 – 41.35.240 and 11 AAC 16.010 – 11 AAC 16.900. 
 
Evaluation:  
(a) Have you contacted the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to see if your project is in a designated area 
of the coastal zone that is important to the study, understanding, or illustration of national, state, or local history or 
prehistory, including natural processes?  
SHPO was contacted on November 6th 2007 at which time they advised that there are no designated areas on 
the Taku River, and activities on the river are unlikely to be of concern.   
(b) If your project is within an area designated under (a) of this section, how will you comply with the applicable 
requirements in the statutes and regulations listed in (b)? 
 

 
 
Affected Coastal District Enforceable Policies   
There are no Coastal District Enforceable Policies that apply to this project.  
Evaluate each applicable district enforceable policy using a format similar to the one you completed above for the 
State Standards.  District enforceable policies are available at http://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/.  If you need more space 
for an adequate explanation of any of the applicable district enforceable policies, please attach additional pages to the end 
of this document.   
 
Applicable District Plan(s)                                                                                     
Enforceable Policy:                                                                                                                  
Evaluation:  
                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                       
 
Enforceable Policy:                                                                                                                  
Evaluation:  
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Enforceable Policy:                                                                                                                  
Evaluation:   
 

 
 
 Certification Statement 
 
The information contained herein is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I certify that the proposed 
activity complies with, and will be conducted in a manner consistent with, the Alaska Coastal Management Program. 

 
_____________________________________  _December 01  2008___________________ 
Signature of Applicant or Agent     Date 
 
 
Note:  Federal agencies conducting an activity that will affect the coastal zone are required to submit a federal 
consistency determination, per 15 CFR 930, Subpart C, rather than this certification statement. 
ACMP has developed a guide to assist federal agencies with this requirement.  Contact ACMP to obtain a copy. 
 
This certification statement will not be complete until all required State and federal authorization requests have been 
submitted to the appropriate agencies. 
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Project Description: Please provide or attach a brief description of your project including the planned 
work, any effects to coastal uses and resources and how your project is being designed to avoid, minimize 
and mitigate those effects. 
Please refer to the submitted materials for the project.   
 
Project Description:  

• Air Cushion Barge Transportation System: Operations Plan  November 2008 
• Taku River Barging: Route Atlas 

 
Supporting Documents: 

• 2008-09 Aquatic Monitoring Plan for Alaska, September 2008 
• Wildlife Management Plan: Wildlife Monitoring Plan and Wildlife Mitigation Policies and Procedures  

August 2008 
• Detailed Effects Assessment for Wildlife and Ecosystems  February 2008 
• Marine Mammals Sightings and Background Information – July, 25 2007 Field Memo  
• Canyon Island Fish Habitat Assessment Memo  September 2008 
• Fish Habitat Atlas showing Aquatic & Winter ACB Routes, June 2008 
• Updated Taku River Mainstem Channel Profile  April 2008 
• DNR Bond Posting  February 2008 
• Eulachon Distribution in the Taku River, Juneau, Alaska   September 2008 
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Project Area: Please provide or attach a map of your project location and your proposed work. (Including nearest 
community, the name of the nearest land feature or body of water, and other legal description such as a survey or lot 
number.) 
Nearest Community:  Juneau, AK 
Nearest Waterbody:   Taku River 
Legal Survey Description:                                 
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 FH#______________ 
 (Office Use Only) 

 
GENERAL WATERWAY/WATERBODY APPLICATION 

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
Division of Habitat 
Office Locations 

 
A. APPLICANT 
 
 1. Name: Redfern Resources Ltd. 
 2. Address (Mailing):  Suite 800-1281 West Georgia Street. Vancouver BC.   

Email Address:  tim.davies@redcorp-ventures.com 

  Telephone:  (604) 669-4775  Fax:  (604) 669-5330 
 
 3. Project Coordinator/Contractor:   

  Name:  Tim Davies  

  Address:  as above    

Email Address:  as above  

    Telephone:  778-558-4842   Fax:    

 

B. TYPE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT:  

 Transportation system using an air cushion barge, shallow-draft tug and amphibious vehicles to transport ore 

concentrate and mine supplies along the Taku River. 

 

C. LOCATION OF PROJECT SITE 
 

1. Name of River, Stream, or Lake:   

Taku River, Lower Taku 111-32-10320; 58.424 Latitude; - 133.969 Longitude.  Upper Taku River 111-32-

10320; 58.582 latitude; - 133.653 longitude.  

            or Anadromous Stream No:  111-32-10320 

 
 2. Legal Description:   Township         Range       
 
  Meridian       Section        USGS Quad Map       
 
 3. Plans, Specifications, and Aerial Photograph. See specific instructions 
 
D. TIME FRAME FOR PROJECT:   01/2008  TO  12/2018 
 
E. CONSTRUCTION METHODS:    
 
 1. Will the stream be diverted?   Yes       No  
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  How will the stream be diverted?    
 
  How long?    
 
 2. Will stream channelization occur?   Yes       No 
 
 3. Will the banks of the stream be altered or modified?   Yes       No 
 
  Describe:   
 
 4. List all tracked or wheeled equipment (type and size) that will be used in the stream 

(in the water, on ice, or in the floodplain):    
 
Equipment Size Number 
Air Cushion Barge 600 3 
Amphibious Tractors (ATs)   
    Hagglunds 6.5 2 
    Morgans 20 2 
    TAVs 4.6 2 
Snow Grooming Machines  2 

 
 Further details on equipment are provided in the attached Operations Plan, Section 3  
 (See Table 4). 
  

  How long will equipment be in the stream?   
  The transportation system is year-round, and will require, on average, six round trips/week. 
   For further details on proposed operation of the system, please refer to the attached  
  Operations Plan, Section 2.2 

 
 5. a. Will material be removed from the floodplain, bed, stream, or lake?  Yes    No  

 
   Type:              
 
   Amount:              
 
  b. Will material be removed from below the water table?   Yes       No  
 
   If so, to what depth?      
 
   Is a pumping operation planned?   Yes       No  
 
 6. Will material (including spoils, debris, or overburden) be deposited in the floodplain, 

stream, or lake?   Yes       No 
     
  If so, what type?              
 
  Amount:              
 
  Disposal site location(s):    
 
 7. Will blasting be performed?   Yes       No 
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  Weight of charges:             
 
  Type of substrate:              
 
 8. Will temporary fills in the stream or lake be required during construction (e.g., for 

construction traffic around construction site)?   Yes       No 
 
 9. Will ice bridges be required?   Yes       No 
 
  
F. SITE REHABILITATION/RESTORATION PLAN:  On a separate sheet present a site 

rehabilitation/restoration plan.  See specific instructions 
  
 Not applicable to the proposed barging operations. 
 
G. WATERBODY CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
 Taku Tidal Flats:   
 Width of stream:  0.5 to 1.4 miles (see figures 1 and 5 in Operations Plan)   
 

Depth of stream or lake:   
See discussion of channel depths and tidal influence in Section 2.1.1 Operations Plan.  See also: 
Channel Depth Analysis of the Lower Taku River, Gartner Lee Limited, 2007.”  Channel depth depends 
on river discharge and tidal influence throughout the year.  

 
 Type of stream or lake bottom (e.g., sand, gravel, mud):  sand, mud 
 Stream gradient:  <1% 
 
 Canyon Island: 
 Width of stream:  East Channel: 400-600ft. wide (see Figure 8, Operations Plan) 
 Depth of stream or lake: 0-4 ft. depending on river stage. 
 Type of stream or lake bottom (E.g., sand, gravel, mud): coarse sand and gravel 
 Stream gradient: <2% 
 
H. HYDRAULIC EVALUATION:  
 
 1. Will a structure (e.g., culvert, bridge support, dike) be placed below ordinary high 

water of the stream?   Yes       No 
 
  If yes, attach engineering drawings or a field sketch, as described in Step B. 
 
   
  For culverts, attach stream discharge data for a mean annual flood (Q=2.3), if 

available. 
 
  If applicable, describe potential for channel changes and/or increased bank erosion:   

                       

 
 2. Will more than 25,000 cubic yards of material be removed?   Yes       No 
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  If yes, attach a written hydraulic evaluation including, at a minimum, the following:  
potential for channel changes, assessment of increased aufeis (glaciering) potential, 
assessment of potential for increased bank erosion. 

 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED ON OR IN CONNECTION WITH 
THIS APPLICATION IS TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND 
BELIEF. 
 
 
 
 

     October 24, 2008 
__________________________________________ ___________________________ 
               Signature of Applicant                                  Date 
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STATE OF ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES   
DIVISION OF MINING, LAND AND WATER 

 

LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION 
         AS 38.05.850 
 
Applicants must complete all sections of this application.  In addition, applicants proposing:  
• the use of the uplands and non marine waters must also complete the Supplemental Questionnaire for Use of Uplands and Non 

Marine Waters accompanying this application; 
• off-road travel must also complete the Supplemental Questionnaire for Off-Road Travel accompanying this application; and/or   
• the use of tide and submerged lands must also complete the Supplemental Questionnaire for Use of Marine Waters accompanying 

this application. 
 
Other items that must accompany the completed application are:  

• a (non-refundable) $100 application filing fee; 
• a 1:250,000 or 1:63,360 scale USGS map showing the location of the proposed activity;  
• additional items identified and required in any supplemental questionnaire(s) to this application;  
• an Alaska Coastal Management Questionnaire if the proposed use is within the Coastal Zone; and 
• additional pages if more space is necessary to answer the questions completely. 

 
Completed Land Use Permit Applications should be mailed to one of the following offices: 

 
    Public Information Center          Public Information Center        MLW Information Office 
    550 W. 7th Ave, Suite 1200          3700 Airport Way         P.O. Box 11100 
          Anchorage, AK 99501       Fairbanks, AK 99709         Juneau, AK 99811-1021 
          (907) 269-8400     (907) 451-2705                       (907) 465-3400 
            

LAS #     

 Applicant Information: 
 
REDFERN RESOURCES LTD.             
Applicant Name            Date of Birth 
      
        Tim Davies   
Doing Business As                 Contact Person     EIN  
 
Suite 800-1281 West Georgia Street,  Vancouver. B.C. Canada  V6E 3J7  tim.davies@redcorp-ventures.com 
        
Mailing Address with City, State and Zip        Email Address 

(         )                                      ( 604 ) 669-4775                           (         )               (604) 669-5330     
Home Phone                Work Phone      Cell Phone   FAX                   
 
If you are applying for a corporation, give the following information: 

Name, address and place of incorporation:  see above.            

                 

Is the corporation qualified to do business in Alaska?  Yes [X]   No []. If yes, provide name, address and phone number of resident 

agent:  Redfern has made application for business license in Alaska.  Once this is received, the information will be provided.  

Type of User,   Select one:  [  ] Private non-commercial    ( personal use )  [  ] Commercial Recreation or Tourism 

[  ] Public Non-profit including Federal, State, Municipal Government Agency   [X ] Other commercial or industrial 
  

Duration of Project: The proposed activity will require the use of state land for:  (Check one) 
 
[  ]  a single term of less than one year.  Beginning month:               Ending month:     

[X ]  a multi year term  for up to 5 years. Beginning year:  2008             Ending year: 2013* 
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* Project operations anticipated to continue for ten years; Redfern will seek re-issuance of the permit after the 5-year term 

expires.  

If multi year and seasonal, circle months of use in each year.   Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar.,  Apr.,  May,  Jun.,  Jul.,  Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 

Operations are planned year-round. 

Project Location  
 
The location of the project includes the Taku River between the US/Canada border to the mouth of the Taku River near 
Annex Creek. Figure 1 in the attached Operations Plan shows the general location of the proposed barge route along the 
Taku River in Alaska. 
 
 Latitude/Longitude or UTM:   133° 39' 7.48"W; 58° 34' 51.57"N;     134° 3' 24.84 "W; 58° 18' 22.46" N 
     
 
       Section:              , Township:                            , Range:                            , Meridian:       
(The spaces below are to be used if the boundaries of the proposed project cross section lines.) 
    
             Section:              , Township:                            , Range:                            , Meridian:       
                                    
            Section:              , Township:                            , Range:                            , Meridian:                    
   
Proposed project will require the use of up to    acres.     (Add additional sheets as necessary) 

 
Project Description - Describe in detail your intended use of state land. (State land also includes all tide and submerged lands 
beneath coastal waters and all shorelands beneath other navigable water bodies of the state.)  Discuss development and activities. 
(Attach additional pages as necessary 
 
The attached Operations Plan, Sections 2 and 3, describe the proposed barge operations and equipment that will be used 

on the Taku River in Alaska. This document describes in detail the intended use of State land, specifically those portions 

that include tidally influenced and submerged lands of the Taku River. 

               

               

               

               

               

             

Should a portion of the permitted area be closed to the general public?   Yes [ ]   No [X].  If yes, explain which portion and provide 
justification for exclusive use:              
               

               

               

               

                       

 
Site Description - Briefly describe the current condition of the proposed site of use, noting any trash, garbage, debris or signs of 
possible site contamination (If significant, we recommend you provide pictures to establish initial conditions): 
 

The “site” in this application refers to the Taku River along the proposed barge route, as described in the attached 

Operations Plan and shown approximately on Figure 1.         
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Are there improvements or materials on the site now?   Yes [ ] No [X ]    If yes, briefly describe the improvements, their approximate 
value, and who owns them (We recommend you provide pictures of improvements):  
                

               

               

               

                
Site Description continued - Describe the natural vegetation --- ground cover, trees, shrubs --- and any proposed changes.   
Describe the location of any estuarine, riparian, or wetlands and any noticeable animal use of area.  
                

A description of the key aquatic, terrestrial and human activities on the Taku River in Alaska can be found in Volume 2, 

Supporting Information for the BC Project Approval Certificate Amendment and the Alaska Coastal Zone 

Consistency Review (Chapter 3).           

               

               

               

               

                 

               

           

 
Site Access - Describe how you plan to access the site, and your mode of transportation.   

Access to the permitted area of the Taku River will be via Taku Inlet and the Taku River. (upstream and downstream of 

the permitted area).               

               

                

If your access is by aircraft, specify the type and size of aircraft:         

                

To access the site, the aircraft is equipped with floats  [ ] wheels  [ ]  skis  [ ]. 
 
Number of people 
  
1. Indicate the number of employees and supervisors who will be working on the site.  10 crew operating the barge system on 

the river (could vary depending on the specific schedule) 
 
2. Indicate the number of customers who will be using the site per year or season. Not applicable 
 
3. Indicate the number of days the site will be used per year or season.  Year-round 
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Environmental Risk / Hazardous Substances - In the course of your proposed activity will you generate, use, store, 
transport, dispose of, or otherwise come in contact with toxic and/or hazardous materials, and/or hydrocarbons?  Yes[X] No[ ].  If yes, 
please describe: 
 

A comprehensive Spill Prevention and Contingency Plan will be prepared prior to start of operations.  For further 

discussion of spill prevention and contingency plan, see Section 6, Operations Plan attached.  

 

The air cushion barge transportation system will involve the transport of ore concentrate from the minesite in British  

Columbia to Juneau, AK, and the shipment of supplies required during mining operations from Juneau to the minesite.  

These supplies will be loaded onto the barge in Juneau at the AML dock facilities and transported to the barge landing site 

in British Columbia.  The ore concentrate will be shipped in sealed shipping containers.  On average, daily shipments of 

approximately 342 tonnes of concentrate will be transported from the mine to Juneau.  Each container will be loaded with 

approximately 37 tonnes of concentrate, and between 9 and 10 containers will be transported on each barge load (west-

bound).  All materials transported on the barge will be containerized, and comply with current regulations concerning the 

shipment of fuel and hazardous goods.  Fuel will be transported in standard tanker trucks or ISO tanks.  Cement will be 

transported in standard, sealed shipping containers, as will all mineral concentrate.  Volume 1 provides further details on 

the typical barge loads, the type of containers, and handling procedures.  There will be no transfer of materials during 

transit.  For further information, refer to the attached Operations Plan, Tables 5 and 6.     

               

              

The types and volumes of fuel or other hazardous substances present or proposed:  

See Section 6, Tables 5 and 6, Operations Plan for a complete list of fuel and hazardous substances that will be 

transported.  

 

 

 

 
                

The specific storage location(s):              

Not applicable (fuel will be transported in tanker trucks, no additional storage is needed during transit).   

               

        

The spill plan and prevention methods:            

The comprehensive Spill Prevention and Contingency Plan will comply with both US and Canadian requirements, and will 

include prevention and spill response measures to deal with spills on both water and land.  Redfern has committed to 

joining SEAPRO (Southeastern Alaska Petroleum resource Organization).  SEAPRO has pre-positioned oil spill response 

teams and equipment, and is classified as an oil spill removal organization for rivers.  For further discussion of spill 

prevention and contingency plan, see Section 6, Operations Plan attached.      
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Land Use Permit Application Supplemental Questionnaire for: 
Use of Uplands and Non Marine Waters  

To be completed to provide more detailed information about projects or activities requiring the use of state owned uplands and 
non marine waters. All site development details identified in this section must be represented graphically in the scaled drawings 
on Page 4 of the supplement.
 

Temporary Structures – 1) Describe all temporary improvements (including buildings, tent platforms, out-buildings, docks, 
floats, and floating facilities), including their dimensions and building materials.   2)  Label improvements to be maintained on a 
year round basis as year round.  Note:  Seasonal improvements must be completely dismantled and removed or stored on or 
before the end of authorized terms of use.  
               

      THERE WILL BE NO TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT STRUCTURES              

               

                
Distance structures including pit privies will be located from the ordinary highwater mark of the nearest freshwater body 
(lake, stream, river, etc), or the mean high water mark of a saltwater body:     
 
Harvest of Non-Timber Related Forest Products – Please list the type and quantity of each non-timber related forest 
product (berries, ferns, willow, mushrooms, birch bark, etc.) to be harvested for commercial use:  
               

NOT APPLICABLE

                
Contact the DNR Division of Forestry to obtain authorizations for the harvest of small trees. 
 
Motorized Equipment - List mechanized/motorized equipment to be used, including type, size, purpose, and number of 
each. 
 
               SEE OFF ROAD TRAVEL QUESTIONNAIRE

               

                  

For stream and water body crossings, note who you  contacted  in the DNR, Office of Habitat Management and Permitting:  

Date:    09-07      Person:    MS. J. Timothy 

 
Storage and Parking - If you plan to store items or park boats, vehicles and/or heavy equipment on the site, describe 
complete the following:          
 Describe and give dimensions of long term and short term parking and or storage areas.                   Amphibious Tractors AT - will be parked at the North End of Canyon Island during the aquatic season.  They will occupy an                                    area approximately of 100' by 50'.         

               

 

Is parking or storage planned to take place on filled tidelands.  Yes[ ] No[X ] 
 
Does storage involve structures or materials floating in a waterbody?  Yes[ ] No[X ]   If yes, describe.                    
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Storage and Parking (continued) 
Number of disassembled tent frames    NA   Number of tent platforms     NA
 
List and describe items that are large and difficult to transport.  Include dimensions:      

               

               

                

 
Will barrel(s) or an equivalent type of storage container be used?  Yes[ X] No[ ] If using something other than barrels for storage 
containers, describe the alternative container.  
               

               

               

                

Describe any measures you plan to take to minimize drips or spills from leaking vehicles or equipment.    

      Redfern wil l  develop and t ra in  personnel  on operat ing procedures  to  minimize leaks and spi l ls
     f rom equipment .                 

 
Water / Wastewater   NOT APPLICABLE - NONE
 
Water Supply – Describe the water supply and proposed use.          

               

               

                

Wastewater – Describe the wastewater type and quantity and proposed method of wastewater disposal: (for the marine 
environment, also describe the proposed gray and black water systems or out fall pipeline. 
 
               

               

               

                

Waste – Describe the types of waste that will be generated on-site, including solid waste, the source of the waste, and the method 
of waste disposal, i.e. pit privy, or self-contained system, or outfall line; indicate distance from the nearest waterbody. 
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Animal Use  NOT APPLICABLE - NONE
 
Will there be any use of animals (horses, llamas, dogs, etc.)?  Yes[ ] No[ ]    
 
Will there be commercial use of the animals (horseback rides, packing, dog sled rides, etc.)?  Yes[ ] No[ ]   If yes, please explain: 
 

               

                

 
 

Dismantle, Removal, Restoration Plan – Provide a plan for dismantling and removing temporary structures.  Include 
method and timeline for total site restoration: 
 
               

       There are  no temporary s t ructures  to  dismantle  or  remove.           

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

                

 
SHORT TERM (PORTABLE) COMMERCIAL RECREATION CAMPS: Identify commercial recreation activity/activities 
for which short term (portable) camps will be established to accommodate employees and clients, and provide a general 
description of the location(s) (e.g. guide use area, game management sub-unit, river, stream, lake, etc.) where the recreational 
activity/activities and short term (portable) camp use will occur.   NOT APPLICABLE- NONE
 
___  Big Game Guiding: (List up to 3 Guide Use Areas.)           
                                
___  Sportfishing (List river corridors, lakes, etc.)            
         
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                
 
___  Boating/Rafting/Kayaking: (List river corridors, lakes, etc.)          
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
       Other Recreation: (Type and general geographic description.)          
     
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
- Is all or a portion of any of the above identified areas located within the Bering Straits CRSA?  Yes _____ No _____ 
 
- Identify any State of Alaska Refuge, Sanctuary and/or Critical Habitat Area  where short term (portable) camps will be used.  
 
                 
 
Will activities include “day use” of state land managed under the Haines State Forest Management Plan?  Yes ___ No ___ 
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Site Development Diagram 
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    V I C I N I T Y    M A P 

  

 

  

  

SEE
Attached Operations Plan 

  

 

  

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  Date Prepared:     Applicant's Name: 
 

   ALASKA DEPARTEMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 DIV. OF MINING, LAND , WATER 

LAND USE PERMIT 

   SITE DEVELOPMENT  DIAGRAM 

  Sec.(s)                  T.           S.,   R.          E.,  _____M 

LAS #  SHEET      OF   
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Land Use Permit Application Supplemental Questionnaire for: 
Off Road Travel 

Answer the following questions if your proposed activity includes off-road travel.   
 
Terrain Factor. Circle the following terrain type(s) that best describes your route of travel: 
 
• Wetlands     
• Open, non-tundra or wetland areas. 
  **** Rivers or other water bodies. 
• Wooded areas with trees of 6” or greater diameter (at breast height). 
• Tundra areas. 
 
Vehicles and Weight.  List the number and kinds of vehicles to be used for motorized travel, the weight of each vehicle and the 
weight of each trailer or sled (including loaded weight) to be carried by that vehicle:  
               

                Equipment                 # Vessels            Weight          Ground Pressure          

           Air  Cushion Barge                        3                 300 tonnes         1  psi  on hover   

 Amphibious Tractors  (ATs)                                             

                     Hagglunds       3      6 .5  tonnes            1 .97 psi   

                     TAV's                               2               14.6 tonnes            2 .75  psi  

                     Morgan                            2               20 tonnes            4  Wheels  Front  2 .5  psi  Rear  1.5 psi

     Snow Grooming Machines              2                                          .9  to  1 .5  psi            

 
Mileage. 
• State the average total miles traveled in one round trip:          62 miles
 
• State the number of trips proposed:                              One Per Day
 
Season Factor.  Proposed date(s) of travel will be:                        Year Round
 
Stream and Water Body Crossings. - Note who you contacted  in the DNR, Office of Habitat Management and Permitting:   
 
Date: 09-07    Person:  Ms. J Timothy
 
Fuel and Hazardous Substance Factor.  The volume of fuel and hazardous substances to be used is the total volume (in gallons) 
to be carried on one vehicle and any trailers or sleds that vehicle is towing.   
 
• Maximum volume of fuel (in gallons) that is being transported by one vehicle and any trailers or sleds it is towing:                                                                23,380

 23, 380    gallons.  (Based on: 660 gal - ACB ; 720 gal - largest AT vehicle ; and 22,000 gal for full load of mine fuel )
  
• Hazardous substances other than fuel:  See Attached Operations Plan  Tables 5 and 6
• Do you have an Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan approved by the Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation?   Yes[ ] No [X] 
 • Do you have either a trained spill response team or a contract with a spill response company? Yes[ ] No [X]

Redfern will                               NOTE: Redfern will develop a comprehensive Spill Prevention and Contingency Plan and will train all personnel operating 
                                                                                              the transportation system on the Plan.  Redfern will become a member of SEAPRO.   See Section 6 Operations Plan

NOTE: Redf                    
All Personnel will be trainAll personnel 

 
will be trained in spill prevention and emergency response procedures.  Redfern will become a member of SEAPRO.

will be trained in spill prevention and emergency response procedures.  Redfern will become a member of SEAPRO.
 

 
                             will be trained 

 
                                             

personnel 
                                   

Note
 

Note:Redfern will 
 

 

 
 

 

Consistency Review Packet

petrinij
Rectangle



 
 
                                                                                                SARAH PALIN, GOVERNOR 
 
 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 DIVISION OF COASTAL AND OCEAN MANAGMENT 
 http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us 
 
 SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE   × CENTRAL OFFICE 
 550 W 7th AVENUE SUITE 705  P.O. BOX 111030                        
 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501                                                                           JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-1030 
 PH: (907) 269-7470 FAX: (907) 269-3891  PH: (907) 465-3562 FAX: (907) 465-3075 

 
 

December 5, 2008 
 

 
Juneau Coastal District Coordinator    FAX: 586-3365 
U.S. Post Office, Downtown Juneau    FAX: 586-4112 
Juneau Public Library, Downtown Branch   FAX: 586-5383 
UAS Library        FAX: 465-6249 
Western Auto        FAX: 780-4948 
Auke Bay Harbormaster Office     FAX: 789-7201 
Juneau Harbormaster Office     FAX: 789-2507 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Subject:  Taku River (Tulsequah Mine Barging Project) 
   State I.D. No. AK 0810-08J 
 
My agency is seeking your assistance so that we can inform the general public of a coastal 
project proposed in your area and explain how a person can obtain more information and submit 
comments during the public review period, in accordance with Alaska Statute 46.40.096(c). 
 
Please post the attached public notice in the lobby or general bulletin board area of your public 
facility.  Please keep the notice posted until the deadline for public comments, as indicated on 
the notice.  
 
This request to post the attached notice is in accordance with U.S. Post Office regulations (Postal 
Operations Manual, Section 221.525) which indicate that a government agency can request posting 
of an official notice about an activity of general interest to the customers of that postal facility. 
 
Thank you for your valuable help. 

Sincerely, 

 
Erin Allee 
ACMP Project Review Manager 

Attachment 
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Public Notice  
Alaska Coastal Management Program 
Dated December 5, 2008    

 
 

Taku River – Tulsequah Mine Barging Project  
Your Opportunity to Comment 

 
Project Title/State ID#: 
Taku River (Tulsequah Mine Barging Project) / AK 
0810-08J 
 
Applicant/Agent: 
Redfern Resources, Ltd. / Mr. Tim Davies 
 
Location: 
(Please refer to the “Project Description” to follow.) 
  
Review Schedule (30 days): 
• Day 1 .......................................... 12/5/2008 
• Comments due on or before .. 12/22/2008 
• Final determination issued by ...... 1/3/2008   
 
How you can participate: 
This project is being reviewed for consistency with 
the Alaska Coastal Management Program. Your 
comments on the proposed project’s consistency 
must be submitted in writing to the Division of 
Coastal and Ocean Management (DCOM). 
Comments about inconsistency must identify the 
relevant enforceable policy and explain how the 
project is not consistent with that policy.  
 

 
Contact: 
Erin Allee, Project Review Manager 
Department of Natural Resources 
Alaska Coastal Management Program, DCOM 
PO Box 111030, Juneau, AK 99811-1030 
Phone: 907-465-8790    Fax: 907-465-3075 
Email: erin.allee@alaska.gov  
Web site: http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us/ 
 
 
 

Project Description: 
Redfern Resources, LTD (Redfern) proposes to use 
the Taku River as a route to transport materials, fuel, 
supplies, and mineral concentrates between the 
Tulsequah Chief Mine in British Columbia and the 
Alaska Marine Lines Facility in Juneau, Alaska. To 
do this, Redfern proposes to employ a transport 
system comprised of Air Cushion Barges (ACB) 
using a combination of conventional shallow-draft 
river tugs and tracked and tired low ground-pressure 
vehicles that will tow or push the ACB along the 
route of the Taku River. Redfern also proposes to use 
other support vehicles during operations, such as 
small powerboats, tracked vehicles, snow machines, 
and snow groomers.  For additional project 
description and scope information visit: 
http://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/mining/largemine/tulsequa
h/publicnotice.htm 
 
Public Meeting: 
DCOM will be sponsoring an informational public 
meeting at Centennial Hall in Juneau on December 
11, 2008 from 6:30-9:30PM for Redfern to inform 
the public of their project and answer questions the 
public may have regarding their proposal.  State 
reviewers will be also be available at this meeting to 
inform the public of the consistency review and 
permitting processes.   
 
Consistency Comments: 
As described in 11 AAC 110.510. Public Comments, 
a person may comment on the consistency of a 
project by submitting written comments on or before 
the comment deadline.  If a person contends that a 
project is inconsistent with a standard of the ACMP, 
the written comment must identify the standard and 
explain how the project is inconsistent with the 
standard. Consistency comments must be received 
before the comment deadline by 5:00 PM. 
 
 
 

Deadline for written comments: 
5:00 PM on December 22, 2008 
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For Your Information: 
Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary 
aids, services, or special modifications to participate 
in this review may contact the DCOM review staff at 
the above address. 
 
Public notice posted in Juneau, Alaska at the 
downtown Post Office, the Juneau Coastal District 
office, the downtown Juneau Public Library, Western 
Auto, the UAS Library, the Auke Bay & Juneau 
Harbormaster Offices, and on the ADNR public 
notice web site. A complete copy of the project 
packet is available by contacting the DCOM review 
staff at the above address and at the Juneau Coastal 
District office in the CBJ Community Development 
Dept. on the 4th Floor of the Marine View Building in 
Juneau, Alaska. 
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