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December 18, 2007

Mr. Tim Davies

Redfern Resources, Ltd.
800-1281 West Georgia Street
Vancouver BC, Canada V6E 317

Dear Mr. Davies:

Subject: Start of ACMP Consistency Review
Taku River (Tulsequah Mine Barging PmJect)
State 1.D. No. AK 0711-04J

The Division of Coastal and Ocean Management (DCOM) received the Coastal Project
Questionnaire and Project Evaluation, Certification Statement, applications, and supporting
information you have submitted for the Redfern Resources Ltd. proposed barging operation between
the Tulsequah Chief Mine in British Columbia and Juneau, Alaska via the Taku River. DCOM is
coordinating a review for consistency with the Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP) (AS
46.40). This letier initiates the State of Alaska review of this proposed project under the schedule
and process described in State regulations (11 AAC 110 — Article 2) and includes a summary of the
scope of the project and the review process.

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT SUBJECT TO REVIEW:

DCOM will be conducting an ACMP consistency review of Redfern Resources’ (Redfern) proposed
use of the Taku River as a route to transport materials, fuel, supplies, and mineral concentrates
between the Tulsequah Chief Mine in British Columbia and the Alaska Marine Lines Facility in
Juneau, Alaska, Redfern is proposing to employ a transport system comprised of Air Cushion
Barges (ACB) and a combination of conventional shallow-draft river tugs and an “Amphitrac”
vessel that will either tow or push the ACB along the route of the Taku River.

The State of Alaska will require that Redfern acquire appropriate State permits for the proposed
operation of this ore barging proposal. At this time two State Permits have been identified: a Land
Use Permit from Division of Mining, Land and Water (DMLW), and a Fish Habitat Permit from the
Office of Habitat Management and Permitting (OHMP). No Federal permits are required for the
proposed barging activity.

“Develop, Conserve, and Enhance Nutural Resources for Present and Future Alaskans.”
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The ACMP consistency review will provide a coordinated process for public and State agency
review and comment on Redfern’s barging project. The Taku River lies within the Coastal Zone
and within the City and Borough of Juneau. Multiple Juneau-area user groups have a vested interest
in the continued health and vitality of the Taku River drainage. The objectives of ACMP
copsistency review are to evaluate proposed projects against a set of standards and policies designed
“to coordinate planning and decision making in the coastal area among levels of government and
citizens engaging in or affected by activities involving the coastal resources of the state”.

The specific areas subject to this consistency review are the main channels of the Taku River
between the U.S./Canada border and the intertidal areas of upper Taku Inlet. DMLW is using the
following legal description for their Land Use Permit:

“Copper River Meridian, Township 408, Range 69E, Sections 1, 2, 10, 16, 21, 28, 33;

Copper River Meridian, Township 39S, Range 69E, Sections 12,13, 24, 25, 36,

Copper River Meridian, Township 398, Range 70E, Sections 1,2,3,4,5,7, 8;

Copper River Meridian, Township 388, Range 71E, Sections 14, 15, 22,27, 28, 31,32,33

Other description: Project is located on the State shorelands of the Taku River between the US/Canada

border and the mouth of the Taku River near Annex Creek.”

Additional Review Information :
Based on the Coastal Project Questionnaire (CPQ) and Fish Habitat Permit and Land Use Permit
applications submitted to ADNR by Redfern, the proposed activity is described as a river barging
operation.
“The primary fleet includes two air cushion barges, one marine tug, one shallow draft tug, and two
amphitracs. Secondary vessels that will accompany the fleet include a small power boat or jet boat
that will operate during the open-water season on the river, and snow machines that witl be
employed during the winter season. These ancillary vessels will assist in navigation and to provide
support in the event of emergencies. In addition to these vessels, an additional barge and shallow

draft tug will be available to provide extra transport capacity at times when additional trips are
required to make up for delays due to bad weather, maintenance, etc.”

Redfern has produced three project information documents, the “Tulsequah Chief Mine Air Cushion
Barge Transportation System” — Volumes T and I, and also the 7 ulsequah Chief Mine — Air
Cushion Barge Transportation System: Taku River Operations Plan — November, 2007, State
agencies responsible for the management of the natural resources of the Taku River have conducted
internal reviews of draft copies of these documents since March of 2007. During this process these
agencies have requested clarification of many operational statements in the original Redfern
documents to determine impacts to the resources associated with the Taku River and the methods by
which the applicant proposes to avoid or minimize impacts.

SCOPE OF PROJECT TO BE REVIEWED:

The scope of the project subject to the consistency review includes the State applications and
supporting documents submitted to gain the two required State authorizations for Redfern’s
proposed ore barging operations on the Taku River. The scope of the DMLW land use




-3- K XA LY -
Mr. Tim Davies — Redfern Resources, Ltd. December 18, 2007

Taku River (Redfern Barging Project)
AK 0711-04)

authorization includes those areas of the main channel of the Taku River below ordinary high water
(OHW) from the Alaska-British Columbia border down to the mean high tide limit of the marine
waters of the upper Taku Inlet. The scope of the ADNR’ Office of Habitat Management and
Permitting (OHMP) Fish Habitat Permit includes those anadromous waters of the main channe! of
the Taku River from the Alaska-British Columbia border down to the mean high tide limit of the
marine waters of the upper Taku Inlet.

There are no Federal authorizations or permits required for the activities associated with Redfern’s
proposed barging operation on the Taku River.

REVIEW PROCESS:

DCOM distributed the packet of information that Redfern Resources submitted to the following
review participants: the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, ADNR’s DMLW and OHMP, and the Juneau Coastal District. Notice was posted
on December 18, 2007 on the ADNR Public Notice [www.dnr.state.ak.us/pic/pubnotfrm.htm], in
the Juneau Post Office, the Juneau Library, Harbormaster’s Office, and City Offices to inform the
public of the proposed project. Newspaper postings of the public notice are planned for publishing
in the “Juneau Empire” and the “Anchorage Daily News on December 16, and 18, 2007. A copy of
this ACMP consistency review packet is available for public inspection at the Juneau Coastal
District office, and for inspection and copying at the DCOM offices in Juneau at 302 Gold Street.

Document Access —
The State will be maintaining electronic access links to documents associated with this particular
consistency review at two separate web sites.
¢ The DMLW “Large Mine Team” site is available at:
http://www .dnr.state.ak. us/mlw/mining/largemine/tulsequah/index.htm.
e The Alaska Coastal Management Program home page site is available at:
http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us

These sites will have electronic copies of completed State applications; draft copies of State permits
for public review; copies of Redfern’s “Tulsequah Chief Mine Air Cushion Barge Transportation
System” - Volumes I and II; and “Tulsequah Chief Mine — Air Cushion barge Transportation
System: Taku River Operations Plan” — November, 2007.

These web sites will also have copies of the ACMP consistency review startup packet of
information that consists of a “Project Data Sheet” that gives the review deadlines, a Distribution
List of the persons who requested a copy of the ACMP review startup packet, this ACMP startup
letter, and a copy of the ACMP Public Notice.

To aid in public participation and as information develops during the course of the ACMP
consistency review - DCOM will be adding new or revised project-related documents to both of the
State web sites. DCOM encourages interested persons to check the sites at regular intervals to
access the latest available project review information.
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AUTHORIZATIONS:
The project must be found consistent with the ACMP before the following State authorizations may
be issued:
Department of Natural Resources (ADNR)
Office of Habitat Management and Permitting
Fish Habitat Permit No. “FH07-1-0208"

Department of Natural Resources (ADNR)
Division of Mining, Land and Water
Land Use Permit No. “LAS — 26679

Please note that, in addition to their consistency review, State agencies with permitting
responsibilities will evaluate this proposed project according to their specific permitting authorities.

Agencies will issue permits and authorizations only if they find the proposed project complies with
their statutes and regulations in addition to being consistent with the coastal program. Applicants
may not use any State land or water without ADNR authorization.

REVIEW SCHEDULE:
OPMP is coordinating the consistency review of this project under a 50-day review schedule.
Review deadlines are listed below and on the enclosed Project Data Sheet.

Public Meeting 1/8/2008
Request for additional information: 1/11/2008
Comment deadline: 1/16/2008 no later than 5:00 p.m.
Proposed determination: 1/30/2008
Final determination: 2/5/2008

State review participants will evaluate this proposed project for consistency with the enforceable
policies of the ACMP that include statewide standards in 11 AAC 112, Also, the public may submit
comments regarding the consistency of the project with the ACMP.

Public Meeting -

DCOM will be sponsoring an informational public meeting in Juneau in the Centennial Hall on
January 8, 2007. The State agencies will present updates on their permitting processes for the Taku
River barging proposal, The applicant will also be available to answer questions from the public.
The public is invited to attend this meeting and obtain an understanding of the review processes and
the requirements for public consistency comments on the project.

Public Comments —
As described in 11 AAC 110.510. Public Comments, a person may comment on the consistency of a
project by submitting written comments addressed directly to the coordinating agency on or before
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the comment deadline. If a person contends that a project is inconsistent with a standard of the
ACMP, the written comment must identify the standard and explain how the project is inconsistent
with the standard. To be considered public comments must be received before the comment
deadline and explain an inconsistency with a specific ACMP standard.

DCOM will give careful consideration to all comments. The proposed consistency determination
will notify you of the State’s concurrence with or objection to your certification. If the State objects,
the consistency determination may include alternative measures required to make the proposed
project consistent with the ACMP. You may choose to adopt the alternative measures, or propose
other modifications that would achieve consistency for the State to consider.

By a copy of this letter DCOM is informing both Federal and State agencies and the Juneau Coastal
District that the State has begun its consistency review.

We encourage you to visit OPMP’s web site [www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us] for more information
about the ACMP. The web site contains the State’s consistency review regulations 11 AAC 110,
links to the public notice for this project, and other information. Please contact me at 465-4664, or
email joe.donohuc@alaska.gov if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

DAL

Joe Donohue
ACMP Project Specialist

Enclosure
cc: Packet Distribution List
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Coastal Project Questionnaire and Certification Statement

All questions must be answered. If you answer “Yes” to any of the questions, please call that specific department for

further instructions to aveid delay in processing your application. Maps and plan drawings must be included with your
packet,

An incomplete packet will be returned.

B APPLICANT INFORMATION

. Redfern Resources Lid. 2.

Name of Applicamt Apent (or responsible party if other than applicant)

800-1281 West Georgia Street

Address Address

Vancouver, BC, Canada, VOE 3)7

City/State/Zip City/State/Z.ipState Zip Code

604-669-4775

Daytime Phone Daytime Phone

604-669-3330 tim.davies@redcorp-ventures.com

Fax Numbcr E-mail Address I'ax Number Ii-mail Address
W PROJECT INFORMATION Yes No

{. This activity is a: new project [_] modification or addition to an existing project
If this is a modification, do you currently have any State. federal or local approvals

FOE ThES BCHIVILY? 1vvvuivevmeesesissecssrsrsaseeessetnrsessnseseseetesses ssess sssceman eeneasscacscanen st sratsebesesaerhasbebsbnrssesasssintes ] X
Note: Approval means any form of authorization. [f "yes," please list below:
Approval Type ~ Approval # Issuance Datg Expiration Date

2. Ifthis is a modification, was this project reviewed for consistency with Alaska Coastal Management?

Previous State [.D. Mumber: AK
Previous Project Name

8 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
1. Provide a brief description of your entire project and ALL associated facilities and land use conversions,

Air Cushion Barging of containerized zine, lead, and copper concentrate from the Tulsequah Chief Mine located in

British Columbia to Juneau for transfer to regular barge service destine for Skapway, Air Cushion Barges

returning to the mine site from Juneau will carry supplies, such as construction materials, mine and mill supplies,

camp consumable, fuel, lubricants, and maintenance materials.

Revised 3/18/04 Page 1



Proposed starting date for project: 2007 Proposed ending date for project: 2017

Attach the following: e a detailed project description, all associated facilities, and land use conversions, etc. (Be
specific, including access roads, caretaker facilities, waste disposal sites, etc.); ® a project timeline for completion
of all major activities; ® a site plan depicting project boundary with alf proposed actions; ® other supporting
documentation to facilitate project review. Note; If the project is a modification, identify existing facilities and
proposed changes on the site plan.

® PROJECT LOCATION

Attach a copy of the topographical and vicinity map clearly indicating the {ocation of the project. Please include a
map title and scale.

2. The project is located in which region (see attached map): [_] Northern ] Southcentral [X] Southeast
[ ] Southwest ] within or associated with the Trans-Alaska Pipeline corridor

3. Location of project (Include the name of the nearest fand feature or body of water.)Taku River, Taku Inlet, Gastineau

Channel.
Township Range Section Meridian Latitude/L.ongitude !
USGS Quad Map

4, Is the project located in a coastal district? Yes No [] If yes, identify: City and Borough of Juneau
(Coastal districts are ¢ municipality or horough, home rule or first class citv. second class with planning, or coaslal resource service area.} Note: A
caastal district is a participant in the Siate’s consistency review process. It is passible for the Siate review 1o be adjusted fo accommodate a local
permitting public hearing. Early interactton with the district is impaortunt; please contact the district representative listed on the attached contact
list.

5. Identify the communities closest to your project location: Juneau

6. The project is on: [X] State land or water*  [_] Federal land  [] Private land

(] Municipal land ] Mental Health Trust land
*State land can be uplands, tidelands, or submerged lands to 3 miles offshore. See Question #1 in DNR section.
Contact the applicable landowner(s) to obtain necessary authorizations.

N DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (DEC) APPROVALS

Yes No
1. Will a discharge of wastewater from industrial or commercial operations occur? ........ceciinenieicinncnna. ] @
Will the discharge be connected to an approved sewer SYSIEMT ......ooviiiicnniiinis s L] X
Will the project include a stormwater collection/discharge system? ..., O ™
2. Do you intend to construct, install, modify, or use any part of a wastewater (sewage

OF EreyWater) diSPOSAl SYSIEM?  ....ovueirsieeearsssrresseseesansasersssrerssesossoeissesesessesseasestssntsrts iosmtiessesserecsnisnss J
a) If the answer is yes, will the discharge be 500 gallons per day or greater?.......ccvivinniiinnnn, ] H

b) If constructing a domestic wastewater treatment or disposal system, will the
system be located within fill material requiring a COE permit? ..., O O

If you answered yes to a) or b), answer the following:
1) What is the distance from the bottom of the system to the top of the subsurface water
table?

Revised 3/18/04 Page 2
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2) How far is any part of the wastewater disposal system from the nearest surface water?
3) Is the surrounding area inundated with water at any time of the year?....... b ererer e enrrraenrrerarian ]
4) How big is the fill area to be used for the absorption system?
(Questions | & 2 will be used by DEC to determine whether separation distances are being mef;
Questions 3 & 4 relate to the required size of the fill ifwetlands are involved.)
Yes
3. Will your project require a miXing Zone? .......c.cccoivvririmicisrinieoniisesnesis s esess s e e ereeeee e L]

{If your wastewaier discharge will exceed Alaska water quality standards, vou may apply for a mixing zone.
{f 50, please contact DEC to discuss information required under {8 AAC 70.032,)

4, a)

b)

c)
d)

Will your project result in construction, operation, or closure of a facility for

SOLIA WASLE QISPOSAIT..uuruicuensierinsensesiessserassisessesesesssassssesss st essesessessnsssaasassssssnssserssssastansarsansns [
(Note: Solid waste means drilling wasies, household garbage. refuse. sludge, constriction or demolition wastes,

industrial solid waste, asbestos, and other discarded, abandoned, or unwanted solid or semi-sotid material, whether

or vot subject o decomposition, originating from any source. Disposal means placement of solid waste on land.)

Will your project resuli in treatment of solid waste at the site? ..o ]
(Examples of treatment methods inciude, but are not limited fo. incineraiion, open burning, baling, and composting.)

Will your project result in storage or transfer of solid waste at the site?........ococoevivecerc e,
Will the project result in storage of more than 50 tons of materials for reuse, recycling,

OF TESOUICE TECOVEIY 7 riiueverirerisrtesiamisserastesrnsirsssrsterssssrsesesnssrverssrsssressssrersnas rrrerere TSI S
Will any sewage solids or biosolids be dlsposed of or land-applied to the site? ..c.covcivevicvceeenn, ]

{Sewage solids include wastes that have been removed from a wastewater ireatment plant system, such as a
septic tank, lagoon dredge, or wastewater treatment shudge that contain no free liquids. Biosolids are the solid,
semi-solid, or liquid residues produced during the treatment of domestic septage in a ireatment works which are
land applied for beneficial use.)

5. Will your project require application of oil, pesticides, and/or any other broadcast

CHEIMICAIST?  ooeiirii ettt sttt sttt ettt et eet e e ce e s s er b e et e rera s e r e s e s e be b nt s e en e ea e an ey e e e st e raeraeeneanren ]
6. a) Will you have a facility with industrial processes that are designed to process no less
than five tons per hour and needs air pollution controls to comply with State
EMISSION SEANAAIAS? ....oevvivei ettt ettt s et ise s sttt et Nl
b)  Will you have stationary or transportable fuel burning equipment, including flares,
with a total fuel consumption capacity no less than 50 million BI/Aoue?.......ccovevveeromoneecerenn L
¢) Wil you have a facility with incinerators having a total charging capacity of no fess
than 1,000 POUNTS PEI HOUE? ...ccuvuvrcereerecrisessemtesaressssiessesestsbessese s sases sassssasessare sesasssssassastsesasns ]
d)  Will you have a facility with equipment or processes that are subject to Federal New
Source Performance Standards or National Emission Standards for hazardous air pollutants?......[ ]
i) Will you propose exhaust stack inJection? .........cvvieeeiinnicnririe s srserens ]
e) Will you have a facility with the potential to emit no less than 100 tons per year of any
regulated air contaminant?..............cccvervvnenee. vttt et ee et b ettt ]
)  Will you have a facility with the potential to emit no less than 10 tons per year of any
hazardous air contaminant or 25 tons per year of alf hazardous air contaminants?..........ccccceeerenns )
g)  Will you construct or add stationary or transportable fuel burning equipment of no less
than 10 millicn Btu/hour in the City of Unalaska or the City of St. Paul?.....cococovimvcevnineiencen, |
h)  Will you construct or modify in the Port of Anchorage a volatile liquid storage tank with
a volume no less than 9,000 barrels, or a volatile liquid loading rack with a design
throughput no less than §5 million allons? ......covoeiviiiiec s N
i) Will you be requesting operational or physical limits designed to reduce emissions from
an existing facility in an air quality nonattainment area to offset an emission increase
from another new of modified facility?.................. ettt sttt e en verrrreasaees O I
7. Do you plan to develop, construct, install, or alter a public water system?........ccocevnvcininnvonnnein. ]
8. a) Will your project involve the operation of waterborne tank vessels or oil barges
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that carry crude or non-crude oil as bulk cargo, or the transfer of oil or other

petroleum products to or from such a vessel or a pipeline system? ..........ooceocevivenrerrininnerse e il X<
b)  Will your project require or include onshore or offshore oil facilities with an

effective aggregate storage capacity of greater than 5,000 barrels of crude oil

or greater than 10,000 barrels of non-crude 0il? ..o Il 4

Yes No
¢)  Will you operate facilities on land or water for exploration or production
OF MY ArOCAMDIONST L ..riciiiriirer it et rrr e reras s eseesn e sr e e nreesassan s ressa s srasansnsrerasns ] &
If you answered "No" to ALL questions in this section, continue to next section.
If you answered "Yes" to ANY of these questions, contact the DEC office nearest you for information and
application forms, Please be advised that all new DEC permits and approvals require a 30-day public notice
period. DEC Pesticide permits take effect no sooner than 40 days after the permit is issued.

Based on your discussion with DEC, please complete the following:
Types of project approvals or permits needed and name of individual you contacled. Date application submitted

9. Does your project qualify for a general permit for wastewater or Solid Waste? ........ocoovcviveiionionioinienes ] ]
Note: A gengral permut is an agprovad issued by DEC for certain tvpes of routine activities,

If you answered "Yes" to any questions in this section and are not applying for DEC permits, indicate reason:

] {DEC contact) told me on that no DEC approvals arc required on this project because
] Other:
M DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (DFG) APPROVALS Yes No

l. I your project located in a designated State Game Refuge, Critical Habitat Area or

SHAtE GAME SANCIVAIYT _...evoieeivitrietescebsre v ieseses i s es b eeae st st b s sar b as s s esasas s b asessesassnsssnsanrasebaneessces O X
2. Does your project include construction/operation of a salmon hatchery? ... 1
3. Does your project affect, or is it related to, a previously permitted saimon hatchery? ... | X
4. Does your project include construction of an aquatic farm? ... ] B4

If you answered "No" o ALL questions in this section, continue to next section,
If you answered "Yes" to ANY questions under 1-4, contact the ADF&G Commercial Fisheries Division
headquarters for information and application forms

Based on your discussion with ADF&G, please complete the following:
Types of project approvals or permits necded. Date application submitted

If you answered "YES" to any questions in this section and are not applying for ADF&G permits, indicate
reason;
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] (ADF&G centact) told me on that no ADF&G approvals are required on this project
because

[[] Other:

2 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (DNR) APPROVALS Yes

1. Is the proposed project on State-owned land or water or will you need to cross State-owned land

for access? ("Access" includes temporary access for construction purposes. Nofe: [n addition io State-owned uplands,
the State owns almost all land befow the ordinary high water fine of navigable streams, rivers and lakes, and below the

mean high tide line seaward for three MIES.) iuviveiiviniiriiiiiiinii e e e s e e >
a) s this project Tor a COMMELCIal ACHVILYT...ceveviriviierianaonereseseesssesersesessresssss et srassseserssssbssasesessenn X

2. s the project on Alaska Mental Health Trust land (AMHT) or will you need to cross AMHT land?
Note: Alaska Mental Health Trust land is not considered State land for the purpose of ACMP reviews. .....oivciiiiiiiiinnn I:l

3. Do you plan to dredge or otherwise excavate/remove materials on State-owned land? ........................ ]
Location of dredging site if different than the project site: __
Township__ Range _  Section ____ Meridian _____ USGSQuad Map

4. Do you plan to place fill or dredged material on State-owned land? O
Location of fill disposal site if other than the project siter

Township Range ____ Section Meridian USGS Quad Map

Source is on: D State Lund D lederal Land L—__' Private Land DMunicipal Land

[] Timber: Wili you harvest timber? Amount:
[ Materials such as rock, sand or gravel, peat, soil, overburden, ete.;
Which material? __ Amount:
Location of source: [_] Project site [_] Other, describe:

Township Range Section Meridian USGS Quad Map

6. Do you plan to divert, impound, withdraw, or use any fresh water, except from an existing
public water system or roof rain catchment system (regardless of land ownership)?.......coccovevnireeennie ]

Amount {maximum daily, not average, in gallons per day):

Source: Intended Use:

If ves, will your project affect the availability of water to anyone holding water rights to that

WALEIT  seivsievinsesierierstisaesisinnre s e rians s aeshae v e e aRe s eieraRbe e Rt s raReatbe hes e R anete s R e R R e R e oo r e s et PR erean s ee e nteannntses [
7. Do you plan to build or alter a dam (regardless of land ownership)?......cooveviiciiini s, [
8. Do you plan to drill a geothermal well (regardless of land ownership)? ... !
9. At any one site (regardless of land ownership), do you plan any of the following?........cccceiinncein [l

[J Mine five or more acres over a year's time
] Mine 50,000 cubic yards or more of materials (rock, sand or gravel, soil, peat, overburden, etc.)

Revised 3/16/04 Page5
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12,

13.

i5.

over a year's time

[] Have a cumulative unreclaimed mined area of five or more acres

If yes to any of the above, contact DNR about a reclamation plan.

If you plan to mine lcss than the acreage/amount stated above and have a cumulative unreclaimed  Yes
mined area of less than five acres, do you intend to file a voluntary reclamation plan for

approval?

. Do you plan to explore for or extract coal?...............

T N T L I T T T R TIPS R R PP RSP E T IR IT R R Y

................................................................ S I
........................................................................... ]

. a) Will you explore for or produce oil and/or gas?.........ccccoeveeeiiiiineceiniiceec v e ]

b) Will you conduct surface use activities on an oil and/or gas lease or w1thm an oil and/or

ZAS UNLY 1o e e

................................. -uuu..-..4..on.-.--...--....-."uuuu-D

Will you investigate, remove, or impact historical or archaeological or paleontological
resources (anything over 50 years old) on State-owned 1and? .........ccoovecoeriiiiicss s |

[s the proposed project located within a known geophysical hazard area?.........cc.vecivriviviciieeieienieninns O
Note: 6 AAC 80.900¢9) defines geophysical huzard areas as “those areas which present « threat 1o life or properiy from

geophvsical or geological hazards, including flooding. isunami run-up, storm surge run-up, landslides, snowslides, foulls,

ice hacards, erosion. and littoral beach pracess.” “known geophvsical hazard area” means any area identified in a report or

map published by a federal, state, or focal agency, or by a gevlogical or engineering consulting firm, or generally known hy

focal knowledge, as having known or potential hazards from geologic, seismic, or hvdrologic processes.

. Is the proposed project located in a unit of the Alaska State Park System? ..o ]

Will you work in, remove water or material from, or place anything in, a stream, river

or lake? (This includes work er activitics below the ordinacy high waler mark or on ice, in the active (Tood plain, on islands,
in or on the face of the banks, or, for streams entering or Nowing through tidelands, above the level of mean lower low tide.)
Note: if the praposed project is focated within o special flood hazard area, a floodplain development permit may be required.

Contact the affected city or borough planning department for additional information and a floodpluin determination.}.... ..o cuusne.. X

Name of waterbody: Taku River

. Will you do any of the following: .....ccecoeevvrvvneeee, BRUUOP

Please indicate below:

[1Build a dam, river training structure, other
instream impoundment, or weir

Juse water

[LJPump water into or out of stream or lake
(including dry channels)

[_]Divert or alter a natural stream channel

[ IChange water flow or the stream channel

[Clintroduce silt, gravel, rock, petroleum
products, debris, brush, trees, chemicals, or
other organic/inorganic material, including
waste of any type, into water

[JAlter, stabilize or restore banks of a river,
stream or lake (provide number of linear feet
affected along the bank(s)

[_IMine, dig in, or remove material, including
woody debris, from beds or banks of a
waterbody

[ JUse explosives in or near a waterbody

Revised 3/18/04
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[IBuild a bridge (including an ice bridge)

B Use a stream, |ake or waterbody as a road
{even when frozen), or cross a stream with
tracked or wheeled vehicles, log-dragging or
excavation equipment (backhoes, bulldozers,
etc.)

[Jinstall a culvert or other drainage structure

[ ]Construct, place, excavate, dispose or remove
any material below the ordinary high water of a
waterbody

[_]Construct a storm water discharge or drain into
a waterbody

] Place pilings or anchers

[]Construct a dock

[]Construct a utility line crossing

[IMaintain or repair an existing structure

[]Use an instream in-water structure not
mentioned here

Page 6
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If you answered '"No" to ALL questions in this section, continue to next section,
If you answered "Yes" to ANY questions under 1-16, contact the Area DNR, office for information and
application forms.

Based on your discussion with DNR, please complete the following:

Types of project approvals or permits negded, Dute upplication submitied
Fish Habitat (Title 41) Permit to be applied submitted

If you answered "Yes"” to any questions in this section and are not applying for DNR permits, indicate reason:

] _ (DNR contact) told me on that no DNR approvals are required on this project because

B FEDERAL APPROVALS Yes

U.S. Army Corps of Enginecrs (COE)
. Will you dredge or place structures or fills in any of the following:

tidal (ocean) waters? streams? fakes? wetlands™? ... O
If yes, have you applied for a COE permit?............. ettt oo bbb st Asr e E R e ae st st nens ]
Date of submittal:

Name of COE contact;

(Note: Your application for this activity to the COE also serves as application for DEC Water Quality Certification.)

*f vou are kol certain whether your proposed project is in g wetlands (wedlands inchnle muskegs), confact the COLE,
Regulatory Branch at 907-753-2712 for a wetlands determination foutside the Anchorage area call tolf free }-800-478-2712)

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
2. s the propaosed project located on BLM land, or will you need to cross BLM land for aceess?............. ]
If yes, have you applied for a BLM permit or approval? ..........cccoveuerricrincnmneiericivinissssnc s []

Date of submittal:
Name of BLM contact:

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
3. a) Do you plan to construct a bridge or causcway over tidal (ocean) waters, or navigable rivers,

SITEAIMIS OF [AKEST oo veeeiereerereeeesisessassesessasernesasessssnant eusetsbtnsesanssetsnnbsnassassiestantenssareseresistssbnnternsrrasss ]
by Does your projcct involve building an access to an island?......minnc e e ]
¢) Do you plan to site, construct, or operate a deepwater por? ... s, ]

If yes, have you applied for a USCG permil? ..o ]
Date of submittal:
Name of USCG contact:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

4. a) Will the proposed project have a discharge to any waters? ... M

b) Will you dispose of sewage sludge (contact EPA at 206-553-1941)7 coocrinrinrssnnniiimmsninnsssians O

If you answered yes to a) or b), have you applied for an EPA National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) PEEMIt?.....evcorrrnirememeiiasres i sersmissssessmssssisssesiessseessesvians (1
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Date of submittal:

Name of EPA contact:
(Note: For information regarding the need for an NPDES permit, contact EPA at 1-800-424-4372)

¢) Wili construction of your project expose more than one acre of soil? (7his applies io the total amount of 'Yes No
land disturbed, even f disturbance is distributed over more than one season, und also applies (o areas that are part of
a larger common plan of development or SAle.) c.v..cvviiir v eetran D ]E
d) s your project an industrial facility that will have stormwater discharge directly
related to manufacturing, processing, or raw materials storage areas at an industrial plant?............ [l =

If you answered yes to ¢) or d), your project may require an NPDES Stormwater permit.
Contact EPA at 206-553-8399,

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

5. a) Is your project located within five miles of any public aitport?.......eeimercsrnisesiesisissssrsesssiennes o) X
b  Will you have a waste discharge that is likely to decay within 5,000 feet of any public
AIPOIT oerrsrrrrrerersiserrenesrensnene et b et et taen e et s [} <
If yes, please contact the Alrports Division of the FAA at 907-271- 5438
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission {FERC)
6. a) Does the project include any of the following:
1) anon-federal hydroelectric project on any navigable body of water ..o %
2} a location on federal land (including transmission ines).......c.cocecennnnae
3) utilization of surplus water from any federal government dam ..o . X
b) Does the project include construction and operation, or abandonment of natural gas pipeline
facilities under sections (b) and (c) of the Federal Power Act (FPA)? e iivrinineeen, vt eni e e Ul >
¢) Does the project include construction for physical interconnection of electric transmission
facilities under section 202 (b) 0f the FPAT .......ccvvvireecieisereereretrnesestasessssosrsssmasssssnns oot 0
If you answered yes to any questions under number 6, did you apply for a permit from
FERC? covevvoevtsovvereeessssasssnssssonsoeees et b s ases s bbb 80 bes e bbb bbb e bb s n s e ] (<
Date of submittal:
Name of FERC contact:

{Nute: For information, Div. Hydropower-Environment and Engmneering contact: Vince Yearck 202.502-6174 or Mike Henry 503-944-
6762, 202-502 8700; (for Natural Gas Projects) Division of Pipeline Certificate 202-502-8625: for Alaska projects contact Rickard
Foley - 202-502-8935)

1.8, Forest Service (USFS)
7. a) Does the proposed project involve construction on USFS 1and? ..o e L <]
b) Does the proposed project involve the crossing of USFS land with a water line?...............oeen. l

If the answer to either question is yes, did you apply for a USFS permit or approval?............. ]

LK

Date of submittal;

Name of USFS contact:

8. Have you applied for any other federal permits or authorizations?.............c.... I e ] 1
AGENCY APPROVAL VYPE DATE SUBMITTED
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Piease be advised that the CPQ identifies permits subject to 2 consistency review., You may need additional permits

from other agencies or the affected city and/or borough government to proceed with your activity.

Certification Statement

The information contained herein is true and complete to the best of my knowledge. 1 certify that the proposed
activity complies with, and will be conducted in a manner consistent with, the Alaska Coastal Management
Program,
//_/,ﬁ . / ]
/ i o — 4‘3 i { / B (/:;/
Signalure of Applicant or Agent Date / ’

Note: Federal agencies conducting an activity that will affect the coastal zone are required to submit a federal
consistency determination, per 15 CFR 930, Subpart C, rather than this certification statement.
ACMP has developed a guide to assist federal agencies with this requirement. Contact ACMP to obtain a copy.

This certification statement will not be complete until all required State and federal authorization requests have
been submitted to the appropriate agencies.

B To complete your packet, please attach your State permit applications and copies of your federal permit
applications to this questionnaire.

Revised 3/18/04 Page 9
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The Coastal Project Questionnaire (CPQ) identifies permits subject to a consistency review. You
may need additional permits from other agencies or the affected city and/or borough government to
proceed with your activity,

ACMP Consistency Evaluation & Certification Statement

Pursuant to 11 AAC 112.215 (a)(1)(c), the applicant shall submit an evaluation of how the proposed
project is consistent with the statewide standards at 11 AAC 112.200 - 11 AAC 112.990 and with the
applicable district enforceable policies, sufficient to support the consistency certification. Evaluate your
project against each section of the state standards and applicable district enforceable policies using the
template below or by submitting a narrative description in letter or report form. District enforceable
policies are available on the ACMP website at http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us Definitions of key
terms can be found at: 11 AAC 110.990, 11 AAC 112.990 and 11 AAC 114.990.

If you need more space for an adequate explanation of any of the applicable standards, please attach
additional pages to the end of this document. Be sure to include references to the specific sections and
subsections that you are evaluating,.

STATEWIDE STANDARDS

11 AAC 112.200. Coastal Development

Standard:

(a) In planning for and approving development in or adjacent to coastal waters, districts and state agencies
shall manage coastal land and water uses in such a manner that those uses that are economically or
physically dependent on a coastal location are given higher priority when compared to uses that do not
economically or physically require a coastal location.

(b) Districts and state agencies shall give, in the following order, priority to

(1) water-dependent uses and activities;

(2) water-related uses and activities; and

(3) wuses and activities that are neither water-dependent nor water-related for which there is no practicable
inland alternative to meet the public need for the use or activity.

{c) The placement of structures and the discharge of dredged or fill material into coastal water must, at a
minimum, comply with the standards contained in 33 CFR Paris 320 - 323, revised as of July 1, 2003.

Evaluation;

(a) How is your project economically or physically dependent on a coastal location? Why are you proposing
to place the project at the selected location?

The ACB transportation system is dependant on the Taku River, as the barge system requires a navigable
waterway to operate between the minesite in Canada and Juneau, Alaska. The river corridor provides a year-
round fransportation route between these two locations.

B Consistent [JInconsistent [CINot Applicable

(b) Evaluation of development priority.
(1) How is the proposed project water-dependent?
See above. The project is a barge transportation system that is dependant on using navigable waterways



R

year-round.

(2) How is the proposed project water-related? See above.
(3) If the proposed project is neither water-dependent nor water-related, please explain why there is not a
practicable inland alternative that meets the public need for the use or activity.  Explain.

(c) OPMP defers to the United States Corps of Engineers (USACE) to interpret compliance with the
referenced standards. 1If you plan to discharge or fill waters of the US, have you applied to the Corps of
Engineers for the appropriate authorization?

There is no plan to discharge or fill waters of the US.

11 AAC 112.210. Natural hazard areas.

Standard:

(a) In addition to those identified in 11 AAC 112.990, the department, or a district in a district plan, may
designate other natural processes or adverse conditions that present a threat to life or property in the coastal
areq as natural hazards. Such designations must provide the scientific basis for designating the natural
process or adverse condition as a natural hazard in the coastal area, along with supporting scientific
evidence for the designation.

(B) Areas likely to be affected by the occurrence of a natural hazard may be designated as natural hazard
areas by a state agency or, under 11 AAC 114.250(8), by a district.

{c) Development in a natural hazard area may not be found consistent unless the applicant has taken
appropriate measures in the siting, design, construction, and operation of the proposed activity fo protect
public safety, services, and the environment from potential damage caused by known natural hazards.

(d) For purposes of (c) of this section, "appropriate measures in the siting, design, construction, and
operation of the proposed activity” means those measures that, in the judgment of the coordinating agency, in
consultation with the department’s division of geological and geophysical surveys, the Department of
Community and Economic Development as state coordinating agency for the National Flood Insurance
Program under 44 C.F.R. 60.25, and other local and state agencies with expertise,

(1) satisfy relevant codes and safety standards; or

(2) inthe absence of such codes and standards;

(4) the project plans are approved by an engineer who is registered in the state and has engineering
experience concerning the specific natural hazard; or

(B) the level of risk presented by the design of the project is low and appropriately addressed by the project

plans.

Evaluation;

(a) Is your proposed project in a natural hazard area designated by a coastal district Or the Alaska Department
of Natural Resources? Yes ___ No_[{

(b) Describe the potential natural hazards likely to affect the proposed project site or area.
http://mwwdggs. dnr.state. ak.us/geclogic_hazards_coastal_districts.htm




For the purposes of this evaluation, natural hazards are defined to include flooding, earthquakes, active faults,
tsunamis, landslides, volcanoes, storm surges, ice formation, avalanches, erosion, and beach processes. As
the transportation route follows the Taku River channel, the transportation system (river navigation) is not
affected by many of these potential natural hazards. Extreme wind can occur periodically on the Taku River,
as well as heavy snowfall.

(c) Describe how the proposed project is designed to accommodate potential hazards. How will you use site
design or operate the proposed activity to protect public safety, services and the environment from potential
damaged caused by known natural hazards?

The planned operations of the transportation system has allowed for 20% downtime due to weather and
routine maintenance activities. During extreme weather events, operations will be postponed.

{(d)(1) Describe the measures you will take to meet relevant codes and safety standards in the siting, design,
construction and operation of the proposed activity.

(d(2)A) If your project is located in an area without codes and safety standards, how is your project
engineered for the specific natural hazard? or

{d)(2)(B) If the level of risk presented by the design of the project is low, how do the project plans and project
design address the potential natural hazard?

DX Consistent [lInconsistent [[INot Applicable
11 AAC 112.220. Coastal access.
Standard:

Districts and state agencies shall ensure that projects maintain and, where appropriate, increase public access
to, from, and along coastal water.

Evaluation:

Please explain how the proposed project will maintain and, where appropriate, increase public access to, from

and along coastal water.

The project will maintain public access to, from, and along coastal waters. The Taku River is a recognized

navigable waterway,; as such, the proposed transportation system is entirely consistent with navigational use

of this river. The operation of the transportation system is planned so that potential interference with public

navigation along the Taku River will be avoided or minimized. A Transportation Communication Plan will be

developed prior to operations that will, at minimum, include the following:

m  a schedufe of ACB transits throughout the open water season to be communicated to fishermen, the Taku

River Recreation Association and the general public in advance of the open water season, and any fishing

openings (Personal Use fishery),

advance notification of any changes to the schedule, to the extent practical;

radio communication on the tug operating on a common frequency;

equipping the barge and tug with standard marine lighting to ensure visibility;

direct communication with the Alaska Dept.of Fish and Game (ADF&G) prior to the start of the Personal

Use fishery, and again at the close of the season to identify particular issues that may arise and identify

means to avoid or minimize conflicts with this fishery and navigation;

® seasonal discussions with the Taku River Recreation Association to review the Communications Plan and
identify opportunities for improvement; reporting of incidents;

m  communication with ADF&G to identify any interference to research activities; and



m  discussions with the Taku Lodge operators to co-crdinate schedules to minimize disruption to the
incoming and outgoing aircraft activity. This may include routine or seasonal meetings to review the
success of the co-ordination and communication.

See Operations Plan, Section 4.4

XConsistent [Jinconsistent [INot Applicable

11 AAC 112,230, Energy facilities.

Standard:

(a) The siting and approval of major energy facilities by districts and state agencies must be based, to the
extent practicable, on the following standards:

(1) site facilities so as to minimize adverse environmental and social effects while satisfying industrial
requirements;

(2) site facilities so as to be compatible with existing and subsequent adjacent uses and projected community
needs;

(3) consolidate facilities;

(4) consider the concurrent use of facilities for public or economic reasons;

(5) cooperate with landowners, developers, and federal agencies in the development of facilities;

(6) select sites with sufficient acreage to allow for reasonable expansion of facilities;

(7) site facilities where existing infrastructure, including roads, docks, and airstrips, is capable of satisfying
industrial requirements;

(8) select harbours and shipping routes with feast exposure to reefs, shoals, drift ice, and other obstructions;
(9) encourage the use of vessel traffic control and collision avoidance systems;

(10) select sites where development will require minimal site clearing, dredging, and construction;

(11) site facilities so as to minimize the probability, along shipping routes, of spills or other forms of
contamination that would affect fishing grounds, spawning grounds, and other biologically productive or
vulnerable habitats, including marine mammal rookeries and hauling out grounds and waterfow] nesting areas;
(12) site facilities so that design and construction of those facilities and support infrastructures in coastal
areas will allow for the free passage and movement of fish and wildlife with due consideration for historic
migratory patterns;

(13) site facilities so that areas of particular scenic, recreational, environmental, or cultural value, identified in
district plans, will be protected; '

(14) site facilities in areas of least biological productivity, diversity, and vulnerability and where effluents and
spills can be controlled or contained;

(15) site facilities where winds and air currents disperse airborne emissions that cannot be captured before
escape into the atmosphere;

(16) site facilities so that associated vessel operations or activities will not result in overcrowded harbours or
interfere with fishing operations and equipment.

(b) The uses authorized by the issuance of state and federal leases, easements, contracts, rights-of-way, or
permits for mineral and petroleum resource extraction are uses of state concern.

Evaluation:

() If this standard applies to your project, please describe in detail how the proposed project is designed to
meet each applicable section of this standard:

[ IConsistent Cinconsistent >XNot Applicable



(b) List the authorizations for state and federal leases, easements, contracts, rights-of-way, or permits for
mineral and petroleum resource extraction you have applied for or received.

11 AAC 112.240. Utility routes and facilities.

Standard:

(a) Utility routes and facilities must be sited inland from beaches and shorelines unless
(1) the route or facility is water-dependent or water related; or

(2) no practicable inland alternative exists to meet the public need for the route or facility.
(b) Utility routes and facilities along the coast must avoid, minimize, or mitigate

(1) alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns;

(2) disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit;

(3) blockage of existing or traditional access.

Evaluation:
(a) If the proposed utility route or facility is sited adjacent to beaches or shorelines, explain how the route
or facility is water dependent water related or why no practical inland alternative exits.

(b) If the proposed utility route or facility is sited along the coast, explain how you will avoid, minimize
or mitigate:
(1) alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns;

(3) disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit;

(4) 3) blockage of existing or traditional access.

[JConsistent Cinconsistent XINot Applicable

11 AAC 112.250. Timber harvest and processing,

Standard:

AS 41.17 (Forest Resources and Practices Act) and the regulations adopted under that chapter with respect to
the harvest and processing of timber are incorporated into the program and constitute the components of the
program with respect to those purposes.

Evaluation:

Does your activity involve harvesting or processing of timber? Yes No

If yes, please explain how your proposed project meets the standards of the State Forest Resources and
Practices Act.

11 AAC 112.260. Sand and gravel extraction,

Standard:

Sand and gravel may be extracted from coastal waters, intertidal areas, barrier islands, and spits if there is no
practicable alternative to coastal extraction that will meet the public need for the sand or gravel.



Evaluation:
If your proposed project includes extracting sand or gravel from coastal waters, intertidal areas, barrier islands

or spits, please explain why there is no practicable alternative to coastal extraction that meets the public need
for sand or gravel.

[CcConsistent [Cinconsistent XINot Applicable

11 AAC 112,270, Subsistence.

Standard:

(a) A project within a subsistence use area designated by the department or under 11 AAC 114.250(g) must
avoid or minimize impacts to subsistence uses of coastal resources.

(b) For a project within a subsistence use area designated under 11 AAC 114.250(g), the applicant shall
submit an analysis or evaluation of reasonably foreseeable adverse impacts of the project on subsistence use
as part of

(1) aconsistency review packet submitted under 11 AAC 110.215; and

(2) aconsistency evaluation under 15 C.F.R. 930.39, 15 C.F.R. 930.58, or 15 C.F.R. 930.76.

(c) Repealed 10/29//2004, Register 172.

(d) Except in nonsubsistence areas identified under AS 16.05.258, the department may, after consultation
with the appropriate district, federally recognized Indian tribes, Native corporations, and other appropriate
persons or groups, designate areas in which a subsistence use is an important use of coastal resources as
demonstrated by local usage.

(e) For purposes of this section, "federally recognized Indian tribe," "local usage", and "Native corporation”
have the meanings given in 11 AAC 114.990.

Evaluation:
(a) Is your proposed project located within a subsistence use area designated by a coastal district?

Yes No
If yes, please describe how the proposed project is designed to “avoid or minimize impacts to subsistence uses
of coastal resources:”
(b) If your project is located in a subsistence use area designated by the coastal district, provide an analysis
or evaluation of its reasonably foreseeable adverse impacts to the subsistence uses.
(c) No response required.
(d) If your project is not located in a designated subsistence use area, please describe any subsistence uses of
coastal resources within the project area. Please be advised that subsistence use areas may be designated by
the department during a review.
The permitable area includes the Taku River between the US/Canada border and the tidal flats at the mouth
of the river near Swede Point. There is a Personal Use fishery on the Taku River, and activity is concentrated
at the downstream end of Canyon Island where nets are set in eddies in the west channel, downstream of the
fish wheels. As the ACB route will use the east channel during the open water season, potential interference
with the Personal Use fishery will be minimized. A Transportation Communication Plan will be developed to
notify the public and other key user groups on the river of the ACB schedule, prior to the start of the open
water season. See Operations Plan, Section 4.4.



M Consistent [inconsistent [INot Applicable

11 AAC 112.280. Transportation routes and facilities.

Standard:

Transportation routes and facilities must avoid, minimize, or mitigate
(1) alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns;

(2) disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit; and
{3) blockage of existing or traditional access.

Evaluation:

If your proposed project includes transportation routes or facilities, describe how it avoids, minimizes, or
mitigates

(1) alterations in surface and ground water drainage patterns;

The Operations Plan, Section 4.1 (attached) describes general procedures that will be followed during the

open water season. The route will, for the most part, utilize the thaiweg (deepest portion) of the Taku River,

thereby avoiding or minimizing potential alteration of surface drainage patterns. For example, the following

potential effects will be avoided.

m  avoids potential channelization effects;

m avoids potential disturbance to exposed sand flats;

®m  avoid potential disturbance of substrates upstream of Taku Lodge;

m  avoid potential re-suspension of sediments (as fine sediments will not generally accumulate in the thalweg
to be re-suspended by the propeller wash from the tug)

No dredging or other in-stream works will be conducted.

(2) disruption in known or reasonably foreseeable wildlife transit;

Potential disruption of marine mammals will be avoided by the following operational procedures:
m  Use of the ACB (on hover) reduces the level of underwater noise typically associated with conventional
barging by reducing the mechanical transmission of noise to the water column,

Slow speed of travel
Implement Wildlife right-of-way policy for transportation system operations.
Avoid areas where marine mammals are observed to congregate.

(3) blockage of existing or traditional access.
The proposed transportation system will not block existing or traditional access.

DdConsistent [inconsistent [ ]Not Applicable

11 AAC 112.300. Habitats.

Standard:

(a) Habitats in the coastal area that are subject to the program are
(1) offshore areas,

(2) estuaries;

(3) wetlands;



(4) tideflats;

(5) rocky islands and sea cliffs;

(6) barrier islands and lagoons;

(7) exposed high-energy coasts;

(8) rivers, streams, and lakes and the active floodplains and riparian management areas of those rivers,
streams, and lakes; and

(9) important habitat.

(b) The following standards apply to the management of the habitats identified in (a) of this section:

(1) offshore areas must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to competing
uses such as commercial, recreational, or subsistence fishing, to the extent that those uses are determined to
be in competition with the proposed use;

(2) estuaries must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to

(4) adequate water flow and natural water circulation patterns; and

(B) competing uses such as commercial, recreational, or subsistence fishing, to the extent that those uses are
determined to be in competition with the proposed use;

(3) wetlands must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to water flow and
natural drainage patterns;

(4) tideflats must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to

(A) water flow and natural drainage patterns; and :

(B} competing uses such as commercial, recreational, or subsistence uses, to the extent that those uses are
determined to be in competition with the proposed use,

(3) rocky islands and sea cliffs must be managed to

(A) avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to habitat used by coastal species; and

(B) avoid the introduction of competing or destructive species and predators;

(6) barrier islands and lagoons must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts
(4) to flows of sediments and water;

(B) from the alteration or redirection of wave energy or marine currents that would lead to the filling in of
lagoons or the erosion of barrier islands, and

(C) from activities that would decrease the use of barrier islands by coastal species, including polar bears
and nesting birds;

(7) exposed high-energy coasts must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts
(A) to the mix and transport of sediments; and

(B) from redirection of transport processes and wave energy;

(8) rivers, streams, and lakes must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to
(A) natural water flow;

(B) active floodplains; and

(C) natural vegetation within riparian management areas; and

(9} important habitat

(A) designated under 11 AAC 114.250(h} must be managed for the special productivity of the habitat in
accordance with district enforceable policies adopted under 11 AAC 114.270(g); or

(B) identified under (c)(1)(B) or

(C) of this section must be managed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate significant adverse impacts to the special
productivity of the habitar,

{c) For purposes of this section,

(1) "important habitat" means habitats listed in (a)(1} — (8) of this section and other habitats in the coastal
area that are



(A) designated under 11 AAC 114.250(h);

(B) identified by the department as a habitat

(i) the use of which has a direct and significant impact on coastal water; and

(ii) that is shown by written scientific evidence to be biologically and significantly productive; or

(C) identified as state game refuges, state game sanctuaries, state range areas, or fish and game critical
habitat areas under AS 16.20;

(2) "riparian management area" means the area along or around a waterbody within the following distances,
measured from the outermost extent of the ordinary high water mark of the waterbody:

(4) for the braided portions of a river or stream, 500 feet on either side of the waterbody;

(B) for split channel portions of a river or stream, 200 feet on either side of the waterbody;

(C) for single channel portions of a river or stream, 100 feet on either side of the waterbody;

(D) for alake, 100 feet of the waterbody.

Evaluation:

(a) List the habitats from (a) above that are within your proposed project area or that could be affected by
your proposed project.

The project area for the purposes of permit application(s) includes the Taku River between the US/Canada
border to the mouth of the river (downstream end of the tidal flats near Swede Point), As such, the habitats
applicable to this project include:

(4) tideflats; and

(8) rivers, streams, and lakes and the active floodplains and riparian management areas of those rivers,
streams, and lakes

(b) Describe how the proposed project avoids, minimizes, or mitigates impacts to cach of the identified
habitat(s) in section (a) above.

The equipment selected for this transportation system is specifically designed to have minimal impact on
sensitive environments. The hoverbarge and amphitrac exert minimal ground pressure when travelling over
the ground. The equipment, including the shallow draft tug, is designed specifically for use in shallow waters,
as the draft of the ACB, shallow draft tug, and amphitrac in each instance is less than 3 ft. As such, there will
be no or minimal contact with the river channel bottom during the open water season. The shallow draft of
these vessels, the low ground pressure of the ACB and amphitrac, slow speed (minimal wake), and
appropriate choice of route through the tidal flats will minimize potential effects on tidal flat habitats. The route
identified for the transportation system during the open water and transition seasons will, for the most part,
remain in the thalweg (deepest portion} of the river. The Operations Plan, Sections 2 and 4, include a detailed
description of operating procedures applicable to navigating across the tidal flats during the open water,
transitional (spring and fall} and winter seasons.

Upstream of the tidal flats, the river channel is deeper, more defined, and use of the thalweg will avoid many
of the potential aquatic habitats that are fypically associated with the clear-water side channels (salmon
spawning and rearing); shallow portions along the mainstem (rearing). These operational procedures are
outlined in Section 4, Operations Plan (attached).

Winter operations will be carried out using the amphibious amphitrac. The amphitrac is similar to the Rolligon-
type vehicles used on Alaska's North Slope that are designed specifically to exert minimal ground pressure,
thereby minimizing disturbance fo sensitive arctic environments. The amphitrac will tow the ACB along the



frozen floodplain of the river. Its low ground-pressure, exerting approximately 3 psi, will create minimal
ground disturbance or surface compaction. [ce breaking is not desired; the objective is to maintain the integrity
of the ice cover during winter operations. The ACB will be winched up onto the ice surface, avoiding open
leads as much as possible to avoid breaking through the ice. Use of the west channel, once it is ice-covered,
at Canyon |sland will avoid the open leads that tend to persist in the east channel during the winter season.

The proposed barging operations will avoid adverse impacts to natural water flows, the active floodplain; and
natural vegetation within riparian management areas along the river. The route will follow the mainstem of the
river, as shown in the Operations Plan, Figure 1. The route around Canyon Island is described in detail in the
Operations Plan, Section 2.2, and shown in Figures 7 and 8.

Further analysis of the potential habitat impacts and mitigation is included in the report titled: Tulsequah Chief
Mine Air Cushicn Barge Transportation System; Volume 2, Chapter 5.

X Consistent Clinconsistent [INot Applicable

11 AAC 112,310. Air, land and water quality

Standard:

Not withstanding any other provision of this chapter, the statutes and regulations of the Department of
Environmental Conservation with respect to the protection of air, land, and water quality identified in AS
46.40.040(b) are incorporated info the program and, as administered by that department, constitute the
exclusive components of the program with respect to those purposes.

Evaluation: No response required.
11 AAC 112.320. Historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources.
Standard:
(a) The department will designate areas of the coastal zone that are important to the study,
understanding, or illustration of national, state, or local history or prehistory, including natural processes.
(b) A project within an area designated under (a) of this section shall comply with the applicable
requirements of
AS41.35.010—41.35.240 and 11 AAC 16.010 - 11 AAC 16.900.

Evaluation:

(a) Have you contacted the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to see if your project is in a designated
area of the coastal zone that is important to the study, understanding, or illustration of national, state, or local
history or prehistory, including natural processes?

SHPO was contacted on November 6", 2007. They advised that there are nc designated areas on the Taku
River, and activities on the river are unlikely to be of concern.

)] If your project is within an area designated under (a) of this section, how will you comply with the
applicable requirements in the statutes and regulations listed in (b)?
[ IConsistent [inconsistent DXJINot Applicable

Affected Coastal District Enforceable Policies



Evaluate each applicable district enforceable policy using a format similar to the one you completed
above for the State Standards. District enforceable policies are available at hitp://alaskacoast.state.ak.us/,
If you need more space for an adequate explanation of any of the applicable district enforceable policies,
please attach additional pages to the end of this document,

Applicable District Plan(s) City and Bureau of Juneau'

Enforceable Policy:

The City and Borough of Juneau’s coastal management plan was allowed to lapse cn September 1, 2007, in
accordance with Senate Bill 476 (Chapter 2, SLA 07). As such, the City and Borough of Juneau does not
have any enforceable policies applicable to this project

Evaluation:
[(IConsistent [CJinconsistent >XNot Applicable

Enforceable Policy:

Evaluation:

Enforceable Policy:

Evaluation:

Enforceable Policy:

Evaluation:




Certification Statement

The information contained herein is true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I certify that the proposed
activity complies with, and will be conducted in a manner consistent with, the Alaska Coastal Management Program.

r ( \ ‘
November 5, 2007

Signature of Applicant or Agent Date

Note: Federal agencies conducting an activity that will affect the coastal zone are required to submit a federal
consistency determination, per 15 CFR 930, Subpart C, rather than this certification statement,
ACMP has developed a guide to assist federal agencies with this requirement. Contact ACMP to obtain a copy.

This certification statement will not be complete until all required State and federal authorization requests have been
submitted to the appropriate agencies.




TATE OF ALASIR / . DACKE

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF COASTAL AND OCEAN MANAGEMENT

O SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE N centrat oFsice
550 W 7" AVENUE SUITE 1660 302 GOLD STREET, SUITE 202
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 P.0. Box 111030
PH: (907) 269-7470 FAX: (907) 269-3891 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-1030

PH: (907) 466-3662 FAX: (907} 465-3076

December 18, 2007

Coordinator: Juneau Coastal Districe FAX: 586-3365
University of Alaska - Southeast FAX: 465-6249
Western Auto & Marine FAX: 780-4948

Dear Sir or Madam:

Subject: Taku River (Tulsequah Mine Barging Project)
State L.D. No. AK 0711-04J

My agency is seeking your assistance so that we can inform the general public of a coastal project
proposed in your area and explain how a person can obtain more information and submit comments
during the public review period, in accordance with Alaska Statute 46.40.096(c).
Please post the attached public notice in the lobby, general bulletin board area of your postal
facility, or announce it on your radio programming; please keep the notice posted until the
deadline for public comments, as indicated on the notice.
This request to post the attached notice is in accordance with U.S. Post Office regulations (Postal
Operations Manual, Section 221.525) which indicate that a government agency can request posting
of an official notice about an activity of general interest to the customers of that postal facility.
Thank you for your valuable help.

Sincerely,

Joe Donohue

ACMP Project Specialist

Attachment

“Develop, Conserve, and Enhance Natural Resources for Present and Future Alaskans.”



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF COASTAL AND OCEAN MANAGEMENT

O SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE 4( CENTRAL OFFICE
560 W 7" AVENUE SUITE 1660 302 GOLD STREET, SUITE 202
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 98501 P.0. Box 111030
PH: (907) 260-7470 FAX: (807} 269-3891 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99611-1030

PH: (907) 465-3562 FAX: (907) 465-3075

Decemberl 8, 2007

Coordinator: Juneau Coastal District FAX: 586-3365
U.S. Post Office: Juneaun FAX: 586-4112
Harbormaster; Juneau FAX: 586-2507
Harbormaster: Auke Bay FAX: 789-7201

Dear Sir or Madam:

Subject: Taku River (Tulsequah Mine Barging Project)
State 1.D. No. AK 0711-04J

My agency is seeking your assistance so that we can inform the general public of a coastal project
proposed in your area and explain how a person can obtain more information and submit comments
during the public review period, in accordance with Alaska Statute 46.40.096(c).
Please post the attached public notice in the Iobby, general bulletin board area of your postal
facility, or announce it on your radie programming; please keep the notice posted until the
deadline for public comments, as indicated on the notice.
This request to post the attached notice is in accordance with U.S. Post Office regulations (Postal
Operations Manual, Section 221.525) which indicate that a government agency can request posting
of an official notice about an activity of general interest to the customers of that postal facility.
Thank you for your valuable help.

Sincerely,

J o% Donohue

ACMP Project Specialist

Attachment

“Develop, Conserve, and Enhance Natural Resources for Present and Future Alaskans.”



Public Notice
Alaska Coastal Management Program
Dated December 18, 2007

HEE

ALASKA COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGHRAM

Taku River — Tulsequah Mine Ore Barging Project
Your Opportunity o Comment

Project Title/State ID#:
Taku River (Tulsequah Mine Ore Barging Project) /
AK 0711-04]

Applicant/Agent:
Redfern Resources, Ltd, / Mr, Tim Davies

Location:
(Please refer to the “Project Description” to follow.)

Review Schedule (50 days):

o Dayloeecn, 12/18/2007
¢ Comments due on or before.....1/16/2008
¢ Final determination issued by .......2/2/2008

How you can participate:

This project is being reviewed for consistency with
the Alaska Coastal Management Program. Your
comments on the proposed project’s consistency
must be submitted in writing to the Division of
Coastal and Ocean Management (DCOM).
Comments about inconsistency must identify the
relevant enforceable policy and explain how the
project is not consistent with that policy.

Deadline for written comments:

5:00 PM on January 16, 2008

Contact:

Joe Donohue, ACMP Project Specialist
Department of Natural Resources

Alaska Coastal Management Program, DCOM
PO Box 111030, Juneau, AK 99811-1030
Phone: 907-465-4664 Fax: 907-465-3075
Email: joe.donohue@alaska.gov

Web site: http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us/

Project Description:

DCOM will be conducting an ACMP consistency
review of Redfern Resources’ (Redfern) proposed
use of the Taku River as a route to transport
materials, fuel, supplies, and mineral concenirates
between the Tulsequah Chief Mine in British
Columbia and the Alaska Marine Lines Facility in
Juneau, Alaska. Redfern is proposing to employ a
transport system comprised of Air Cushion Barges
(ACB) and a combination of conventional shallow-
draft river tugs and an “Amphitrac” vessel that will
either tow or push the ACB along the route of the
Taku River.

The State of Alaska will require that Redfern acquire
appropriate State permits for the proposed operation
of this ore barging proposal. At this time two State
Permits have been identified: a Land Use Permit
from Division of Mining, Land and Water (DMLW),
and a Fish Habitat Permit from the Office of Habitat
Management and Permitting (OHMP). No Federal
permits are required for the proposed barging
activity.

The ACMP consistency review will provide a
coordinated process for public and State agency
review and comment on Redfern’s barging project.
The Taku River lies within the Coastal Zone and
within the City and Borough of Juneau. Multiple
Juneau-area user groups have a vested interest in the
continued health and vitality of the Taku River
drainage. The objectives of ACMP consistency
review are to evaluate proposed projects against a set
of standards and policies designed “to coordinate
planning and decision making in the coastal area
among levels of government and citizens engaging in
or affected by activities involving the coastal
resources of the state”,



The specific areas subject to this consistency review
are the main channels of the Taku River between the
U.S./Canada border and the intertidal areas of upper
Taku Inlet.

Additional Review Information

Based on the Coastal Project Questionnaire (CPQ)
and Fish Habitat Permit and Land Use Permit
applications submitted to ADNR by Redfern, the
provosed activity is described as a river barging
operation.

*“The primary fleet includes two air cushion barges,
one marine tug, one shallow draft tug, and two
amphitracs. Secondary vessels that will accompany
the fleet include a small power boat or jet boat that
will operate during the open-water season on the
river, and snow machines that will be employed
during the winter season. These ancillary vessels will
assist in navigation and to provide support in the
event of emergencies. In addition to these vessels, an
additional barge and shallow draft tug will be
available to provide extra transport capacity at times
when additional trips are required to make up for
delays due to bad weather, maintenance, etc.”

Redfern has produced three project information
documents, the “Tulsequah Chief Mine Air Cushion
Barge Transportation System” — Volumes I and II,
and also the “Tulsequah Chief Mine — Air Cushion
Barge Transportation System: Taku River Operations
Plan — November, 2007”. State agencies responsible
for the management of the natural resources of the
Taku River have conducted internal reviews of draft
copies of these documents since March of 2007,
During this process these agencies have requested
clarification of many operational statements in the
original Redfern documents to determine impacts to
the resources associated with the Taku River and the
methods by which the applicant proposes to avoid or
minimize impacts.

Document Access —

The State will be maintaining electronic access links

to documents associated with this particular

congistency review at two separate web sites.

s The DMLW “Large Mine Team” site is available
at:
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/mining/largemine
ftulsequalv/index.htm.

s The Alaska Coastal Management Program home
page site is available at:
http://www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us

These sites will have electronic copies of completed
State applications; draft copies of State permits for
public review; copies of Redfern’s “Tulsequah Chief
Mine Air Cushion Barge Transportation System” —
Volumes I and II; and “Tulsequah Chief Mine — Air
Cushion barge Transportation System: Taku River
Operations Plan” — November, 2007,

These web sites will also have copies of the ACMP
consistency review startup packet of information that
congsists of a “Project Data Sheet” that gives the
review deadlines, a Distribution List of the persons
who requested a copy of the ACMP review startup
packet, this ACMP startup letter, and a copy of the
ACMP Public Notice.

To aid in public participation and as information
develops during the course of the ACMP consistency
review - DCOM will be adding new or revised
project-related documents to both of the

State web sites. DCOM encourages interested
persons to check the sites at regular intervals to
access the latest available project review
information.

For Your Information:

Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary

aids, services, or special modifications to participate

in this review may contact the DCOM review staff at
the above address.

Public notice posted in Juneau, Alaska at the
downtown Post Office, the Juneau Coastal District
office, at the Aurora Harbor and Auke Bay
Harbormaster offices and on the ADNR public notice
web site. A complete copy of the project packet is
available for review and copying at the Juneau
Coastal District office in the CBJ Community
Development Dept on the 4™ Floor of the
Marineview Building in Juneau, Alaska.





