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1. INTRODUCTION 

This document describes the 2006 environmental baseline studies planned for the Northern Dynasty 
Mines Inc. (NDM) Pebble Project.  The 2006 study plan highlights changes to the 2005 study plan.  The 
2006 Study Plan, when combined with the 2005 study plan, provides a complete description of the 
environmental and socioeconomic baseline studies work for the Pebble Project in 2006. 

1.1 Project Status 
During drilling in late 2005, Northern Dynasty Mines Inc. discovered additional mineral resources in 
numerous drill holes on the eastern edge of the existing deposit.  So far, there are 22 drill holes into the 
Pebble East deposit representing an additional 1.8 billion tons of inferred resource based on a cutoff grade 
of 0.6% copper equivalent.   

As a result of this major Pebble East deep deposit discovery, the project definition is under review. The 
next year or two will be spent delineating Pebble East and preparing an Integrated Development Plan that 
could involve underground block cave mining and other changes/additions to the design concept.  
Completion of the feasibility study has been deferred until the deposit is better defined and additional 
engineering studies can be completed. 

Permit applications have been deferred until 2008, to factor in the additional resources of Pebble East and 
to optimize the design of the project. 

1.2 Project Studies Area 
Figure 1-1 outlines the mine and transportation corridor studies areas for the majority of the 
environmental baseline studies.  
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