
STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF MINING, LAND AND WATER 

 
FINDING OF THE COMMISSIONER 
AS 38.05.185 (a) and AS 38.05.600 

 
for 

MINERAL ORDER (CLOSING) NO. 1123 
Kakhonak Lake 

 
Pursuant to AS 38.05.035 (e) Powers and Duties of the Director, The Director of the State of 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Mining, Land, and Water (DMLW) 
recommends the Commissioner close to new mineral entry approximately 4,996 acres of State-
owned land located in the Kakhonak Lake project area (ADL 230871), in accordance with 
AS 38.05.185 (a) Generally [Mining Rights] and AS 38.05.300 Classification of Land for a land 
disposal.  The attached Mineral Order (Closing) No. 1123 identifies the area that must be closed 
to mineral entry and gives a legal description. 
 
DNR DMLW proposes to issue a Final Finding and Decision to convey State-owned land into 
private ownership within the Kakhonak Lake project area (ADL 230871), for staking Remote 
Recreational Cabin Sites under AS 38.05.600. 
 
As noted in the Final Finding and Decision Attachment I: Preliminary Decision, closing the 
project area to mineral entry and location prior to sale is consistent with the management intent 
of the Bristol Bay Area Plan (BBAP) Management Unit R09-08.  BBAP settlement management 
policy states that, in general, Mineral Closing Orders are recommended for use at the time that 
an area is being considered for disposal purposes of settlement and other forms of development 
that would be inconsistent with mining activity.  As noted in BBAP, the Mineral Order, if 
approved, will revert to “open to mineral entry” in all areas not selected for staking within three 
years of the land sale.  For the purposes of administering the Kakhonak Lake mineral order, the 
date the land status reverts to “open to mineral entry” will be the day after the first term of the 
Kakhonak Lake Remote Recreational Cabin Sites leases expires.  Settlement is designated the 
primary use within Unit R09-08 Kakhonak Lake and the unit is classified Settlement under 
Classification Order SC-04-002.  The DNR DMLW proposes to close the entire project area to 
mineral entry prior to sale as the location of parcels cannot be known prior to offering Remote 
Recreational Cabin Sites. 
 
Public notice of the comment period for the mineral order was conducted in accordance with 
AS 38.05.945 Notice.  DNR DMLW did not receive objections or comments regarding the 
proposed mineral orders from the public or agencies during the response period. 
 
In accordance with AS 38.05.185 (a) and AS 38.05.300, I find that the best interests of the State 
of Alaska and its residents are served by closure of the land to entry under the mineral location 
and mining laws of the State of Alaska as described by Mineral Order (Closing) No. 1123. 
 
/s/  11/07/2011 
Approved: Daniel S. Sullivan, Commissioner 
Department of Natural Resources, State of Alaska  

Date 
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VI. Mineral Order: This mineral order is subject to valid existing rights and is issued under the 
authority granted by AS 38.05.185 and AS 38.05.300 to the State of Alaska, Department of 
Natural Resources.  In accordance with AS 38.05.185 (a), it is hereby found that mining 
activity in the project area would be incompatible with the current and proposed surface 
uses and therefore the best interests of the State and its residents are served by this 
mineral (closing) order.  The above-described lands are hereby closed to entry under the 
locatable mineral and mining laws of the State of Alaska. 

 
 
 
/s/  10/21/2011 
Concur: Brent Goodrum, Director 
Division of Mining, Land, and Water 
Department of Natural Resources, State of Alaska 

 Date 

 
 
 
 
 
/s/  11/07/2011 
Approved: Daniel S. Sullivan, Commissioner 
Department of Natural Resources, State of Alaska 

 Date 






