Knik River Public Use Area
Management Plan

Public Review Draft

March 2008

Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Division of Mining, Land and Water
Resource Assessment and Development Section



Knik River Public Use Area
Management Plan

Public Review Draft

Note: To receive full consideration, and to be able to
request reconsiderations of a plan adopted by the
commissioner, written comments must be received by:

5:00pm AST, Friday, May 2, 2008

Send comments to:

Brandon McCutcheon

Department of Natural Resources Phone: 907-334-2551

550 West 7" Avenue, Suite 1050 Fax: 907-269-8915

Anchorage, AK 99501-3579 Email: knikriverpua@alaska.gov

Website: http://www.dnr .state.ak.us/mlw/krpua/

March 2008

Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Division of Mining, Land and Water
Resource Assessment and Development Section



This document has been released by the
Department of Natural Resources, Division
of Mining, Land and Water, Resource
Assessment & Development Section, for
the purpose of informing the public about
the Public Review Draft of the Knik River
Public Use Area Management Plan, at a
cost of $11.27 per copy, in Anchorage,
Alaska.




Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Introduction and Background

SUMMANY OF PUIPOSE ...ttt e eebe e s saeenreesnnean 1-1
THE PIANNING ATCA ...ttt bbb sbe s 1-1
THE PUDIIC USE ATA ..ottt sttt st nbe b nre s 1-1
Why the Draft Plan Was DeVEIOPEU........cc.oiiiiiiiiiiiiceese e 1-7
How the Draft Plan Was DeVelOped...........ccoveiiiiiiiciecc e 1-7
How the Draft Plan Will D8 USEA .........cccueiiiiiiieciecece et 1-8
What the Plan Will o WIll NOT DO .....cvoiviiiiiiiiiiieieie e 1-8
Relationship of PUA Statutes to Other STatutes ...........ccoovereiieeiieie e 1-10
Relationship to Other Plans and AQreements ..........ccccoveieeieiieeie e e 1-10

Chapter 2: Goals and Management Guidelines

a1 0 [0Tox £ o o IR 2-1
(1< T TR0 1T 2-1
Overall Management DIFECLION.........c.ciiveii it 2-2
o oL PR 2-3
(000 010 T=T (o T L £ 2-5
(70 To ] (o [T T=1 10 NP 2-6
Yot 1 [ [T 2-8
S L uttttttttttt ittt bbb bbb — bbb ———ab—aYbhha b e hh b hha b e b h bt bt bbb e b a bt b abh bbb b b hbh b e bebe bbb abrbrbabrbrrrrres 2-9
Fish and Wildlife Habitat...........ccccooviiiiiii i 2-10
FOTESIIY . 2-12
Health and SAfety ..........cooiiii e 2-14
HETAgE/CUITUIAL. ... 2-19
1Y oL C=] = U 2-21
IVIIEIGATION. ...ttt bbbttt ettt b et et neene s 2-23
ParCel ACUISITION .....c.viiiieiie ettt e e sreeresraenreeee s 2-25
U] o] TR O EY I | (=TT 2-27
R ETo (T (0] o I 2-31
SUDSUITACE RESOUITES ...eveeiieviiiie ittt s ettt e ettt e e e s et e e e e s et ee e e s s bt e e e e s sbbaeeessabeeeessanrennas 2-39
BN SRS 2-41

MV AL OIS ...ttt nnen 2-43



Chapter 3: Management Guidelines, Recommendations, and Public Use
Sites for Each Management Unit

10T o [UTod 1T0] o SR PPOSPRPSN 3-1
UNit A — LOWET KNIK FIALS ....ooveiiicciecee et 3-5
Unit B — Lakes and WELIANGS ...........ccoveiieiiiiccece e 3-13
Unit C — UPPer KNIK FIAES ........coiiiii s 3-23
Unit D — UpPPer JIM AIPINE ........o ottt ae e e 3-27
Unit E — Upper Friday AIPINE.......oo o 3-31
Unit F — Grasshopper VAIIEY .........covoiiiieiiie e 3-35
UNIE G — GIACIET ...ttt ettt et et esre e nbe e e 3-39
UNIt H = MELAI CIEEK......eveeiicie ettt ae e ne e 3-41

Chapter 4: Implementation

100 [UTod 1T0] o OSSPSR 4-1
General Management OF PUA LaNS .........ccuiuiieieiieie e 4-1
ACCESS 10 PUDIIC LANGS ...ttt raenne s 4-1
Trails ManagemENT PrOCESS .......ccviiiiiieieiesie ettt sttt 4-2
KNiK RIVEr SPECIAl USE ATBAS ......ecvieieiiieiie ettt ettt sra e ae et e e e 4-2
Amendments to CUrrent Area PIaNS ..........ooovoiiiiiiiee e 4-2
Land ClasSification OFAEN ........c.ecviiiiiice et nas 4-3
Y (0] (1= =T o OO PSR 4-3
TItle 38 REQUITEMENTS....c.viiiiiieeeite ettt s ste e re e reebesneesreeaesneesraeneas 4-4
Authority of Management PIan...........coooiiiiie e 4-4
Allowed and Pronibited USES..........ueiiieiieie ettt ene s 4-4
Proposed REGUIALIONS. .........couiiiiiiieiesie ettt ettt nes 4-5
T ST OPRPPURPTPPRTRTPRN 4-6
(@19 T=T g =T 0 O SUPPPPOTROP 4-6
Navigable WaterDOUIES .......ccveeiiiiece et nns 4-9
Coordination With Other AGENCIES .........oiiriiiieiieie ettt nee e 4-9
Procedures for Plan Review, Modification, and Amendment ............cccoccevveveeienieeneennene 4-9

RecOMMENAEA FULUIE STUTIES ... s 4-10



Appendices

N ] (01517 1 YOS SS USRS A-1
B: Fish and Wildlife Habitat...........cooo i B-1
C: Prop0osed REGUIALIONS.........eciiiieiieiesieeieseesteeste ettt te e ta et esre e raesneenee e C-1
D: Trails ManagemeNnt PrOCESS ........ceuiiieiieieiiesieenieeiesiee e ee st sieeee s stessae e e sbeeeessee e D-1
E: Special Use Area DeSIGNAtION..........cceiieiieieiieireie e e see e sie et ee e sre e nnes E-1
Fo Plan AMENAMENTS.......coiiiiiiieiiee ettt e et e b neas F-1
G: Land ClassifICAtION OFUEN .........oiiiiiiiiiieie et e G-1
H: PUDIC TrUSE DOCIIINE ......eiiiiiiieitieie ettt H-1
N T T = oo SO PRSPOSTR -1
J: Implementation of Commercial USe POLICY ........ccooiiiiiiiiiiieieee e J-1
K: Knik River Public Use Area Signature Page ..........ccoveieriiiieeieseese e K-1
Table of Figures
Figure 1-1: State SNOrelands...........cooiiiiiiiiieesee e 1-9
Table of Maps
T oIt I o T T g0 Y =T USSR 1-3
Map 1-2: General Land STAUS .........couiiiiiiiiiesiese st 1-5
Map 2-1: Recommended Designated SNOOtING Ar€aS ..........cccevveverieeiesieseereeee e, 2-17
Map 2-2: PUDIIC USE SHES.....ccuiiiiieiiiie ittt 2-29
Map 2-3: Forested Uplands & Un-vegetated Shorelands in Management Units A & C..2 - 35
MaP 2-47 WELIANTUS........ooiiie e e 2-37
Map 3-1: Knik River Management Plan UNitS ...........cccvoveiiiiieiiinne e 3-3
Map 3-2: Proposed Waterbody ReSLICHIONS ........ccoouiiiiiiiiiiieie e 3-11
Map 3-3: Rippy NON-MOLOFIZEA ATCA......ccueiieieeeieeieseesieeieseeste e se e e e e eee e see e e 3-19
Map B-1: Anadromous Streams and Waterbodies...........ccoocvveiiriiniiiin i B-1
Map B-2: Waterfowl Habitat ............cccooiiiiiice e B-3
Map B-3: MO00SE HaDITAL .......ccueiiiiieiiie e e B-5
Map B-4: Dall Sheep Habitat..........cccccvoiiiiiiece e B-7
Map E-1: Proposed Knik River Special USe Ar€aS .........ccoiviiriiereniesieniesee e E-3
Table of Tables
Table 1-1: Land Ownership Within the PUA .........cccoie i 1-2
Table C-1: Phase 1 Regulations (PropOSed) ........cccouereerieieiiniieeriesie et C-1
Table C-2: Phase 2 REQUIATIONS...........coiiiiirieiiiieieie e C-7

Table D-1: Trail Management CIASSES ........c.cccveieiieiieieiie e eee st se e se e sae e sreas D-6





