
The U.S. Congress granted Alaska an unprecedented land entitlement
of 105 million acres, almost a third of the entire state.  At
the time of statehood, there were 271 million acres of unreserved
and unappropriated federal land from which to select.  The original
selection period spanned 25 years.

The first statehood selections were made in June of 1959 on
Sitkalidak Island near Kodiak.  The early land holdings shown on
this map consist of university lands (grants made in 1915 and
1925) and mental health lands (grant made in 1956).

Native protests brought state selection action in certain areas
to a halt in 1963.  That suspension lasted until 1971,
when the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act was passed.
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With the settlement of Native claims, Alaska’s newly formed
Native corporations acquired rights to 44 million acres of land
from essentially the same federal land pool as the state.

Under sections 17(d)(1) and (d)(2) of ANCSA, the Secretary of
the Interior could withdraw up to 80 million acres of public
land to see if they should be added to the federal conservation
system units (parks, refuges, forests, etc.)  The result was the
passage of "D-2" legislation -- which eventually became known
as ANILCA.
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This act withdrew an additional 104 million acres for new
or expanded national parks, monuments, and other federal
conservation units.  Up to this time, the state had received
only half of its entitlement.  With the passing of ANCSA and
ANILCA, the amount of unreserved and unappropriated land had
collapsed considerably.  The state’s selection pool was now
limited to less than 90 million acres.  This act also extended
the state’s selection rights ten years.

Alaska Department of Natural Resources

We are now completing the last phase of the state’s selection
process.  The state’s selection rights expire on January 3, 1994.
Of the original 105 million acre entitlement, the state has
received either patent or tentative approval for over 87 million
acres.  The difference, about 18 million acres, will be chosen
from selections shown on this map.
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