
 

 

 

For Immediate Release: May 10, 2019 

 

Governor Dunleavy urges Alaskans to prevent, prepare for wildfires 

 

(Fairbanks, AK) – After one of the earliest and warmest springs on record, Gov. 

Michael J. Dunleavy wants to make sure Alaskans are ready for what could be an early 

and dangerous wildfire season. 

 

The governor has proclaimed May 12-18 as Wildland Fire Prevention and Preparedness 

Week in Alaska, and is urging Alaskans to take personal responsibility in helping to 

prevent human-caused wildfires this summer. 

 

“Wildfires pose a dangerous and costly threat to communities, infrastructure and natural 

resources,” Governor Dunleavy said. “Mother Nature typically starts enough wildfires in 

Alaska each summer that she doesn’t need any help from us. Be careful. Be safe.” 

 

In his proclamation, the governor said Alaskans need to be vigilant in helping to prevent 

wildfires and adhering to safe burning practices to reduce the number of human-caused 

fires in Alaska. 

 

Approximately 80 percent of wildfires in the state of Alaska protection areas are human-

caused, according to statistics compiled by the Alaska Division of Forestry. Those fires 

are the most dangerous because they tend to be close to urban areas where the 

majority of people live and recreate. 

 

This year’s warm, dry spring conditions have led to a more vigorous start to Alaska’s 

wildfire season. As of May 8, there have been 91 fires reported in 2019, which have 

burned 7,078 acres. That compares to only 23 fires and 27 acres burned by the same 

date last season. All but one of this year’s fires have been caused by humans. 

 

Norm McDonald is the Division of Forestry’s new wildland fire and aviation chief, who 

took over from retired Fire Program Manager Tom Kurth on May 1. McDonald echoed 

Governor Dunleavy’s sentiments about preventing human-caused fires. 

 



 

 

“People need to follow the safe burning guidelines that the state Division of Forestry has 

listed on burn permits,” McDonald said. “That includes clearing the area around burn 

barrels, debris piles and campfires down to mineral soil, having tools and water on 

hand, never leaving a fire unattended and not burning on windy days. It’s all common-

sense stuff, but every year we have multiple wildfires caused by unsafe burning.” 

 

With hotter, drier days on the horizon, Alaskans need to be careful with any activity that 

can ignite a wildfire, whether debris burning, burn barrels, campfires, ATVs, target 

shooting, charcoal grills or the myriad other ways that wildland fires can ignite. Here are 

a few tips for homeowners to make their homes more resistant to wildfires: 

 

• Get a burn permit and follow the Division of Forestry’s safe burning guidelines 

listed on them. 

• Remove flammable materials like leaves, dry grass and wood piles from around 

your home, your roof and your rain gutters. 

• Create defensible space by removing spruce trees within 15 feet of your home 

and pruning the limbs on trees 8-10 feet off the ground to reduce ladder fuels that 

enable fire to climb into the canopy of trees. 

• Create and practice an evacuation plan for your family to use in the event of a 

wildland fire. 

 

Remember, those who light fires are responsible for them, and could be held 

responsible if that fire escapes due to negligence. 

 

To read the proclamation, view the attached .pdf file, or go to: 

https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/category/proclamations/ 

 

For more information about safe burning in Alaska, go to http://forestry.alaska.gov/burn 

 

CONTACT: Tim Mowry, Division of Forestry public information officer, 907-356-5512, 

tim.mowry@alaska.gov 

 

### 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

DNR Newsroom: http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/dnr_newsroom.htm 

DNR on Social Media:  http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/social_media.htm 

DNR Public Information Center: http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/pic/ 

https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/category/proclamations/
http://forestry.alaska.gov/burn
http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/dnr_newsroom.htm
http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/social_media.htm
http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/pic/



	5-10-2019 Governor Dunleavy urges Alaskans to prevent prepare for wildfires
	5-10-19 Wildland Fire Prevention and Preparedness Week

