
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

Date: September 5th, 2017 

Distribution: Red Chris Monitoring Committee 

Environmental                                                  
staff: 
             
 From: 

Mike Polywkan, Jason Nole, Chantel Quock, Shawn Ducharme, Blaine Lindstrom, Marina 
Foster.  
 
Jack Love, Environmental Superintendent  

Re: RCMC Environmental Report 2017. 

 
Weather: 

Temperatures ranged from 0°C to 20°C. There were a lot of rainy periods during the first week with 
some sunny breaks. We also saw a couple of mornings with heavy frost. It was really windy the afternoon of 
Aug 26th. We had a couple of warm dry days towards the end of the second week. 
 
General Activities: 

 Regular blasting and mining in the pit. 

 TIA blasting ending for the season. 

 Milling and production of concentrate. 

 Dam construction is now winding down for the season and fall projects are beginning. 

 NAG tailings deposition is occurring in the south. 

 Piping configurations are being changed in the TIA to meet the changing demands for water and new 
deposition. 

 
Spills and Incidents: 

 Small oil spill at the mill. The spill was reported and cleaned up to the satisfaction of the environmental 
department. The contaminated soil was placed in our contaminated soil stock pile. 

 
Water Management: 

 Lake Studies were completed 

 The aquatic effects monitoring program has been completed 

 We are catching up on all of the regular compliance sampling that we do as routine. 

 The Snapper Creek bridge project is progressing nicely. 
 
East and West Diversion Ditches: 

 East diversion ditch bypass to be tied in and turbidities will be monitored as the water makes its way 
towards Trail creek. 

 Reclamation continues along the ditches where no further work needs to be done. 
 
NAG Blanket expansion and Soil Stripping: 

 NAG from the new area of the pit will be used to expand the NAG blanket around the RSA 

 Soils from stripping projects continue to be moved to the various soil stock piles. 
 

Wildlife: 

 Soil and plant sampling was done for the metals uptake investigation this is important to the wildlife 

species that eat this vegetation and the carnivores which in turn feed upon these animals. 

 Moose are being seen regularly in the Tia. The cows are starting to group up in advance of the rut. 

 Sightings of large bull moose are becoming more frequent. 

 



 

Waste Management: 

 Site wide cleanup and the cleanup of lay downs continues with the departments working with our waste 
technicians the site is looking really good. The general waste area is very tidy. 

Water Quality 

 

Elevated sulphate concentrations from June and July have reduced to below 400 mg/l with a recent mean concentration 

of 293 +/- 14 mg/l (n=5). 

 

 

Copper concentrations have been less volatile and are below discharge permit limits, perhaps as a result of reduced 

disturbance and tailings inputs to the north TIA. 

 



 

 

Selenium concentrations remain relatively consistent with a mean of 0.018 +/- .003 mg/l for July and August.  

 



Photos: 

 
Sampling the south dam water proves to be difficult as there is not much available water in reach yet. 

 
Daily parameters continue to be taken at Lagoon 2. The ground infiltration has blinded off and the lagoons 

continue to rise. 



 

 
The rock storage area continues to grow. 

 
 Work continues on the contaminated soils facility. 

 



 
Stock piling sand bags before freeze up comes. 

 
Getting a manual evaporation pan measurement to ensure that the system is calibrated. The pan will be emptied and 

stored soon for winter. 
 



 
The flow at W20 is too low to get a swoffer measurement. 

 
Relentless beaver fully intent on destroying our W69 site. 

 



 
Backed up water from W69 is flowing through the bush in numerous places. 

 
Cleaning out a flooded valve station so we could rotate lagoon discharge from field B to C. 



 

 
 

Soil sampling for plant metals uptake study site C. 
 

 
Soil sampling for plant metals uptake study site E. 

 
 



 
Soil sampling for plant metals uptake study site G. 

 
Cow moose walking along the lower east diversion ditch as I was seeding. 

 



 
The lower east diversion ditch has been completely seeded on the west side from here down. The geo 

matting continues to be removed on the west side. 

 
Monthly inspection of our fire extinguishers has been completed. 



 
The monthly inspection of our sample prep station has also been completed. 

 

 
The life of mine soil stock pile is active as we can see fresh soils deposited here. 



 
The pit/RSA#1 soil stock pile is looking really good. 

 
The active portion of the pit/RSA#1 will eventually be completed and will look like the reclaimed portion of 

the stock pile. 
 



 
North American has completed their containment for their used oil cubes that was built at our request. 

 
The north TIA soil stockpile remains stable and is vegetated nicely. 

 



 
The active portion of the north TIA soil stock pile has fresh soils placed on it. 

 
The upper TIA soil stockpile is clearly active. 



 
Remediation work is being done on the west diversion ditch. 

 

 



Good progress is being made on the lower east diversion ditch. 

 
West diversion ditch remediation and reclamation. 

 
Reclamation and remediation on the upper east ditch. 

 



 
Porcupine seen crossing the upper east diversion ditch. 

 


