








nceived DOl gnat fuDds 01: bave J?IIl1i~'pated ~ a su}).grantee frWl the U.S. Fj~ a d 
W'ddUfe SenWethroup the Nonh American Wetlands Conservettoa M. gnrJtpIQgram 
to pqrdIue tell paoperty ad ~n easements. At. minimum~ tbe MMS ~ 
IItigft its ~ wi1b dill of otber DOl pW progrlllJ.$ and allow tile s-:.1D _ ....... 

aoqu;.~<D'COItOGI_011 ~ ClAP projects to non..profit ~- 
atW"""P'I,._ 

RmnnPW,'iOAS 

In lislrt ofcbese iJsues md fhe J:mdship' that haYe been or will be aealed, we~"" ,. 
for )'OQI' coosi.dmdioa the follolring: 

t. The JrIIIti**- sbouId be eliminated. lfnot eli.IDirtated, MMS stM:IuJd.. 4 

mlnJmum, tevisit the p1II:J.t process to ~ine and expedite the 8pFQveJ 
ptoce3s. . 

2. 	 A C01Islstent and uniform set of guidelines that allow universi~ and :ooo-pr-ofits. 
as s~, should be rrWnlain.ed. 

3. 	 AcqubitiODlconservati.on ~ent ClAP projects to non-profits ,hould be 
al1~. 

4. 	 The December 2010 d.cadline for submitting state plan revisioas aDd the December 
2011 deadliDe for submitting grant applications ,bowd be e~ded to refiectthe 
realities of the leDgth oftime jt is talQng MMS to KpplQve ,tate plans amend ments 
rmd grant award8. . 

Conclusism 

The ClAP has the potential to be a wonderful erlVironmental pr.ogram and the StateS' have 
II vested mterest in emlUring its~. Like the DOl and MMS. the States want to 
PTO*t our coastal uses and natural ~~ ind advance sci~tific knowledae .re1.ad to 
Iho~ WJeS and mK1iA<:eS. We lie anxiOU$ to begin projeru with ow UJJivmitia ~d DOJ1e 
profit organizations to achieve ~ goals. WIthout addressing thex i~ anel making 
appropriate and positiw ~es, the Stales BIlcl tb.e MMS ability to ~y at:h.i.eve 
the objectives and in=t of the ClAP wilJ. be significantly impaired. 

We ~ available to J'l")Vide additional information and to discuss these issues i.a mon: 
detail. ~ you in advance for addressing our concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Wi}' W. ~~:~~= Ex utivc Director 
Coastlll R..,urces MUsis'ippi Department ofMarine Re.soure~ 
T~ General Land Off ....ce 
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http:AcqubitiODlconservati.on
http:rrWnlain.ed


{11 
Commissioner 
Alabama Department of 
and Natural Resource 

Randy Bates 
Director 
Alaska Department ofNatural Resources 
Division of Coastal and Ocean Management 

Garrett Graves 
Chainnan 
Coastal Protection and Restoration 

Authority of Louisiana 

CC: 	 Chris C. Oynes 
Robert P. LaBelle 
Jim Kendal 
Lars Herbst 
Lee Benner 
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