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STATE OF ALASKA
COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
PROJECT NARRATIVE ATTACHMENT – AKMAP Chukchi Sea Coastal Survey
1. Designated State Agency 

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) - Division of Water will be the lead agency on this project.  The Department of Natural Resources/Division of Coastal and Ocean Management will use a reimbursable services agreement to sub award the grant to DEC.
2. Project Title
Alaska Monitoring and Assessment Program -Chukchi Sea Coastal Survey
3. Project Contact
Contact Name: Lynn Kent, Director, Division of Water

Address: Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, 555 Cordova Street   Anchorage, AK  99501-2617

Telephone Number: (907) 269-7599 Fax Number: (907) 334-2415

E-mail Address: lynn.kent@alaska.gov
4. Project Summary
There is significant interest in oil and gas exploration and development in the Chukchi Sea coastal region. Alaska’s CIAP plan currently includes $2.15 million for an Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Program (EMAP) survey of the condition of the Chukchi Sea coastal region. This statistical sampling survey includes a comprehensive assessment of water quality, sediment and biological conditions for 50 statistically selected sites.  The area of interest is the Chukchi Sea adjacent to Minerals Management Service (MMS) lease sale #193, from Barrow to Point Hope, Alaska from the near shore out to the boundary of the lease sale.  Environmental managers will use this information to support, water quality evaluations, permitting actions, baseline assessments and environmental trends over time.  
Note: This project was originally approved as part of the 2008 Alaska CIAP Plan with a funding level of $1,400,000. The project budget has increased to $2,150,000.  This change is reflected in the 2009 Amendment to the Alaska CIAP Plan. While DEC has increased the number of sample sites and extended the timeline, the activities remain the same and the general project description remains unchanged.  The additional funding requested in the 2009 amendment supports increasing the number of sample sites to a minimum of 50, up from the 25 provided for in the original funding.  The additional sites sampled by this support will provide for a more robust statistical survey of baseline ecological condition.  The increased funding provides for the additional boat, logistics, personnel and analytical costs. 

A. Location

Northern Coastal Region Chukchi Sea
B. Duration

3 years.
C. Total Project Costs per Project Year


Estimated Costs 
	Spending Estimate ($)

	Total
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4

	2,150,000
	735,000
	915,000
	500,000
	0

	Funding Allocation Year of CIAP($)

	Total
	FY 07
	FY 08
	FY 09
	FY 10

	2,150,000
	1,400,000
	0
	750,000
	0


D. Project Description  
In the 1990s, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) embarked upon a National Coastal Assessment developed as part of the Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Program (EMAP) to survey the environmental condition of the Nation’s coastal water resources.  Alaska containing over 50% of the nation’s coastline was left out of the survey until 2001, when five coastal survey regions were established for Alaska.  The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) implemented this program as the Alaska Monitoring and Assessment Program (AKMAP).  The AKMAP program is focused on conducting applied environmental research to provide, through the use of a statistical survey design,  estimates of the spatial extent of water quality status based on stressors (chemical contaminants, water quality parameters, and physical changes, e.g. temperature, salinity) and indicators (e.g., benthic fish histopathology, macroinvertebrate diversity).  Environmental managers use this information to support the protection and restoration of coastal marine environments and mitigate damage to the marine ecosystem.  DEC has completed initial status surveys of Southcentral and Southeast, with fieldwork completed for the Aleutian survey.  The report for the Southcentral Alaska coastal survey can be found at http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wqamp/emap_sc.htm.  Funding has not been forthcoming to implement and complete surveys of the remaining two regions, and we propose to utilize CIAP funds to complete a baseline coastal survey of one of three sub-regions within the “Northwest Alaska Beaufort and Chukchi Sea” region.  The Chukchi Sea sub-region, from Barrow to Point Hope, is seeing major oil and gas resource survey and development pressure.  Within the currently requested funding amount, the survey work will be focused on this sub-region adjacent to the Minerals Management Service (MMS) lease sale area #193.  This coastal survey is key to responsibly protecting our coastal regions.  It will also provide resource managers with the high quality scientific information they need to manage resource development. 
E. Measurable Goals and Objectives
This section summarizes the major, though not the only, measurable outcomes of the AKMAP work.

1. Complete AKMAP Scope of Work [includes sample plan, QA/QC summary, team member descriptions, logistics, outreach etc.], Quality Assurance Project Plan, and administrative/contract documents in early 2010. 

2. Complete environmental sampling within two field seasons in 2010 and 2011. 

3. Present AKMAP  results in a final environmental report by June 30, 2012, and in future National Coastal Assessment (NCA) reports, with information on:
1. Percent of area that has sediments with trace metals or organic contaminants levels exceeding Alaska Water Quality Standards criteria or other benchmarks.

2. Estimate of percentage of fish with chemical contaminants that exceed human or ecological health criteria.

4. Conduct public outreach on the AKMAP Chukchi Assessment at the Alaska Forum on the Environment and Alaska Marine Science Symposium’s from 2010 – 2012.

5.  Presentation of the results at a national marine science meeting, for which funding is included in this budget request.  
6. Archive survey data, after undergoing a rigorous QA/QC, within the National EPA STORET system, and provide over the AKMAP website.
7. Archive macroinvertebrate voucher collections at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.
F. Cost Sharing or Matching Funds
CIAP funds may be used for cost sharing or matching purposes required by another grant.  No actual cost sharing grants exist at this time.  A proposed project to a federal competitive RFP is under consideration.  If another grant is awarded to a CIAP Chukchi partner triggering cost sharing or match conditions, a letter from the other Federal agency (the agency charged with administering the program that includes the cost sharing or matching requirement) will be submitted to MMS stating that the other agency’s program allows the use of Federal funds to meet cost sharing.
5. Authorized Uses
1.   Projects and activities for the conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetlands. 

This project will continue implementation of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Program, a federally approved comprehensive plan for the development of a long-term research effort to enable status and trend assessments of aquatic ecosystems across the U.S.  The assessment results will also be incorporated into the State of Alaska’s federal Clean Water Act Section 305(b) report on the condition of Alaska’s waters.  The project will help establish a baseline and identify what proportions, if any, of the coastal marine environment, such as sediments, water, or fish tissue, have contaminant levels that indicate potential impacts.  Only this type of assessment can effectively provide state and federal resource managers and the public with an unbiased, statistically valid assessment of the condition of Alaska’s coastal aquatic resources.  AKMAP baseline assessment and future trend assessments are a critical first step to developing measures to protect the coastal environment and to evaluating their effectiveness in the coastal region as oil and gas development takes place.
6. Project Description
A. Phases to be funded under this grant
The AKMAP Chukchi Sea monitoring and assessment project is considered as one complete phase to be funded under this grant. Future phases could consist of assessments of other coastal regions in Alaska.  
Major tasks for this project and the goals, statement of work, duration, schedule factors, milestones, deliverables and estimated costs for each major task are described in the following tables:
	Task 1 - Project Management 

	Goals & Statement of Work
	Assure that project scientific and administrative tasks are organized and run smoothly providing a high quality scientific baseline to assess status and future environmental change in the Chukchi Sea.  The task encompasses managing the project plan, ensuring required tasks are met, and taking action to modify the plan when required by events.

	Duration
	Ongoing, project award through completion June 30, 2012.

	Scheduling/Tracking Factors
	Manage scheduling and tracking for the overall project with Microsoft Project tools.  Ice or weather conditions can preclude sampling within the proposed region.  Establish contingency sampling locations.  These contingency sites, along with sampling locations, will be detailed in the scope of work.

	Milestones and Deliverables

	Scope of Work and Field Standard Operating Procedures  
	Develop Scope of Work (SOW) for the scientific effort, which describes project background, sampling design, resources needed (scientific personnel, logistics, support facilities/vessels, and equipment); field/laboratory work, and provide a timeline for completion activities.  Develop Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for this project to prescribe routine field sampling or laboratory tasks to facilitate consistency in quality of the scientific sampling, analysis, and reporting. Timeline: February 2010 

	Quality Assurance Plan
	Produce a Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) that documents the planning, implementation, and assessment procedures, as well as specific quality assurance and quality control activities.  It integrates technical and quality aspects of the project providing a "blueprint" for obtaining the quality of environmental data and information needed for a specific decision or use. Timeline: February 2010 

	Contracts and Purchasing
	Direct and oversee the procurement of all contracts necessary to complete the field sampling activities, such as shipping, vessel rental, participation of University of Alaska science scientific team, and laboratory analysis contracts.  State of Alaska or University of Alaska procurement requirements are followed depending on which entity does the contracting.  Timeline: January – May 2010, January – May 2011

	Permits
	Obtain all required project permits for the field sampling, such as Alaska Department of Fish and Game scientific research permit, prior to field-sampling activities.  Copies will be provided to MMS. Timeline: January – May 2010, January – May 2010

	Administrative & Technical Reports
	Prepare and submit administrative and budget reports as required by MMS.  Scientific reports, such as data validation reports, are prepared by the project scientific team and submitted to MMS by the project manager.  Timeline: Ongoing with variable reporting periods through June 30, 2012

	Final Product
	Complete an environmental baseline study for the targeted Chukchi Sea sampling regions, including a database of sampling results, and all technical and administrative reports. Timeline: Project award through June 30, 2012

	Estimated Costs

	Pers. Services
	Fringe Benefits
	Travel
	Equipment
	Supplies
	Contractual
	Indirect
	TOTAL

	$10,932
	$5,357
	
	
	
	$60,167
	$1,955
	$78,411


	Task 2 - Field Sampling 

	Goals & Statement of Work
	Implement the field sampling based on the plan developed in Task I.  Involves loading the vessel, setting up the field-sampling laboratory and field equipment, collection of samples, unloading the vessel, and reporting. 

	Duration
	July 2010 through October 2011.

	Scheduling/Tracking Factors
	Make adjustments for the nature of field sampling in the arctic, with potential vessel delays, weather conditions creating delays or changes in sampling plans.  The project manager will closely track the situation and schedules working with the field sampling team to minimize disruptions.

	Milestones and Deliverables

	Reimbursable Services Agreement (RSA) with University of Alaska 
	Establish the technical scientific team within the University of Alaska Fairbanks Institute of Marine Science that will work with DEC project manager to develop the SOW, QAPP, assist with some equipment, lab, and vessel procurement activities, participate in field sampling, conduct certain analyses, conduct data validation and assessment and help prepare the final report. Timeline: January – May 2010

	Field Sampling Equipment 
	Purchase of oceanographic sampling equipment for field or laboratory activities. Timeline: January – May 2010

	Field Sampling Permits 
	Obtain required permits from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, NOAA National Marine Fisheries and the University of Alaska for the collection of various fish and shellfish samples.  Permits will be in place before field sampling begins. Timeline: January – May 2010, January – May 2011

	Field Supplies 
	Itemize and purchase all necessary field supplies. Timeline: March – June 2010, March – June 2011

	Field Mobilization
	Organize field equipment and supplies for shipping, ship, and load on vessel.  Sampling team will travel to load the vessel.  Actual mobilization locations depend upon working agreements developed with other parties sampling in the Chukchi Sea in 2010, and cannot be finalized until funding and contracts are established.  Timeline: July – August 2010, July – August 2011

	Field Sampling
	Conduct water, sediment and biota sampling at the planned sample site locations in 2010 (25 sites) and 2011 (25 sites). Additional sites may be added dependent upon final boat costs or if supported partnerships are developed. Timeline: July – August 2010, July – August 2011

	Field Demobilization
	Package all samples, and prepare equipment/supplies for unloading and shipping.  Timeline: September 2010, September 2011

	Cruise Report(s)
	Describe in detail the sampling activities completed, locations sampled, and general details about the cruise. This report will be provided to project manager. Timeline: October 2010, October 2011

	Final Product
	Collect water, sediment and biological samples from 50 sample locations for laboratory analyses.  Electronic field sampling log and summary of the cruise are provided in the cruise reports. Timeline: July 2010 – October 2011

	Estimated Costs

	Pers. Services
	Fringe Benefits
	Travel
	Equipment
	Supplies
	Contractual
	Indirect
	TOTAL

	$8,748
	$4,287
	$36,660
	$104,983
	$28, 656
	$857,682
	$1,564
	$1,042,580


	Task 3 – Laboratory Analysis 

	Goals & Statement of Work
	Analyze required biological, chemical and physical parameters for sampled media.  Process field samples and conduct the agreed upon analyses, QA/QC work, and provide a written report on the results and QA/QC status to DEC.  Laboratory operations and analyses will follow one or more QAPPs approved by DEC. Results will be provided in electronic format, which is to be agreed upon with DEC in the laboratory contract, upon completion of the analyses.  DEC will conduct a laboratory audit before submitting samples for analysis. 

	Duration
	September 2010 award through March 2012.

	Scheduling/Tracking Factors
	Accommodate various problems, such as broken sample bottles or equipment problems that create delays in analysis work.  Any problems will be monitored and resolved by the project manager, as necessary, in coordination with the laboratory personnel. 

	Milestones and Deliverables

	Contracts, RSAs, or MOU with Laboratory(ies)  
	Enter into working agreements with the laboratory(ies) selected for the analysis of the sampled media.  Contracts will follow State of Alaska or University of Alaska procurement requirements and Reimbursable Services Agreement (RSA) or Memorandum of Agreement (MOU) requirements. Timeline: January – May 2010

	Laboratory Audit
	Conduct a laboratory audit before samples are submitted to the laboratory.  Corrective actions, if required, must be completed before samples are submitted. Timeline: February - March 2010

	Analytical Equipment 
	Purchase the Stereo Zoom Imaging Microscope, flurometer and Sedigraph II for biological and sediment analyses occurring at UAF. Timeline: January – May 2010

	Analytical Supplies 
	Itemize and purchase all necessary laboratory supplies for processing and any analytical work done by UAF. Timeline: January – June 2010, January – June 2011

	Laboratory Reports
	Ensure laboratories complete sample analysis and QA/QC analysis for all required parameters and provide timely reports of the results.  Timeline: October 2010 – March 2012

	Final Product
	Compile water, sediment and biological analysis results from 50 sample locations including an electronic database of analytical results and corresponding metadata. Timeline: October 2010 - March 2011

	Estimated Costs

	Pers. Services
	Fringe Benefits
	Travel
	Equipment
	Supplies
	Contractual
	Indirect
	TOTAL

	$4,374
	$2,143
	$2,715
	$80,363
	
	$360,858
	$782
	$451,235


	Task 4 – Quality Assurance/Quality Control Review 

	Goals & Statement of Work
	Implement the Quality Assurance (QA) activities described in the QAPP (see Task 1) to ensure that all technical activities generate, process, or synthesize data (or other information) within accepted limits.  The Quality Control (QC) establishes the quality of data and provides a mechanism for identifying problems in the data generation processes that require correction.

	Duration
	Ongoing from July 2010 through June 2012.

	Scheduling/Tracking Factors
	Monitor and manage the data flow from the laboratory to ensure QA/QC reviews occur as quickly as possible after receipt of datasets from the laboratory. The project manager will work with the QA/QC review team to adjust schedules and minimize disruptions.

	Milestones and Deliverables

	Electronic Data Transfer into AKMAP Database
	Transfer raw datasets received as electronic copies from the laboratories or generated from field files into the DEC AKMAP database files for QA/QC review.  For error tracking purposes, these files of unmodified data are locked and no changes are allowed to the original file. Timeline: July 2010 – April 2012

	QA/QC Review of Laboratory Analyses 
	Review results of laboratory analyses following the QAPP and data quality objectives.  Timeline:  September 2010 – April 2012

	QA/QC Problem Identification
	Identify and document all QA/QC problems in the review records. Timeline: July 2010 – April 2012

	QA/QC Problem Resolution
	Resolve identified QA/QC problems and document all QA/QC protocols used for resolution.  This may require an additional field audit of the laboratory if severe problems exist. Timeline: July 2010 – May 2012

	Final AKMAP Chukchi Sea Assessment Database, including Metadata 
	Place QA/QC data sets, with required metadata in the AKMAP data base for use in the assessment and reporting phase.  Data sets will be added to the EPA STORET database. Timeline: Ongoing, September 2010 – June 2012

	Final Product
	Issue a final Quality Assurance report and AKMAP data base for the complete dataset for all water, sediment and biological samples that includes associated QA/QC data.  The dataset will be entered into STORET. Timeline: January 2012 – June 2012

	Estimated Costs

	Pers. Services
	Fringe Benefits
	Travel
	Equipment
	Supplies
	Contractual
	Indirect
	TOTAL

	$6,561
	$3,215
	
	
	
	$120,333
	$1,173
	$131,282


	Task 5 – Reporting

	Goals & Statement of Work
	Provide the Chukchi Sea Assessment results in both plain English and technical reports in written and electronic format for the interested public, environmental managers, and environmental scientists. These reports describe environmental conditions and can be used for planning and for regulatory purposes.  

	Duration
	Ongoing from July 2010 through June 30, 2012.

	Scheduling/Tracking Factors
	The project manager will closely track progress on the draft report progress to minimize any disruptions.

	Milestones and Deliverables

	Coastal Assessment Report Template
	This work effort is to produce a “template” format for the draft report with basic information, such as sample design, regional ocean setting, and environmental status indicators, such as water quality criteria, that will help expedite the final report once the data QA/QC is complete. Timeline: Project award through December 2010.

	Annual Data Synthesis & Draft Chukchi Sea Coastal Assessment Report
	Produce an annual data synthesis in 2011and the final draft coastal assessment report in 2012.  Timeline: October 2010 – March 2011, October 2011 – March 2012 

	Peer and Agency Review of  Chukchi Sea Coastal Assessment Report 
	Provide the draft coastal assessment report to technical peer reviewers and then agency management for comments.  Once received these comments will be reviewed and addressed. Timeline: March – May 2012

	Final Chukchi Sea Coastal Assessment  Report
	Issue the final Chukchi Sea Coastal Assessment Report in hard copy and an electronic copy, and make available on the DEC AKMAP web site. Timeline: May – June 2012

	Summary of Chukchi Sea Coastal Assessment Report
	Include a summary of the Chukchi Sea Coastal Assessment Report in the 2012 Integrated Water Quality Assessment and Monitoring Report for Alaska’s Waters submitted to EPA under section 305(b) of the Clean Water Act. Timeline: October 2011 – March 2012

	Final Product
	Issue the final Chukchi Sea Coastal Assessment Report. Timeline: July 2012

	Estimated Costs

	Pers. Services
	Fringe Benefits
	Travel
	Equipment
	Supplies
	Contractual
	Indirect
	TOTAL

	$10,934
	$5,358
	
	
	
	$401,110
	$1,955
	$419,357


	Task 6 – Public Outreach

	Goals & Statement of Work
	Provide information to the public regarding the benefits of the Chukchi Sea environmental monitoring and assessment. Exchange information and ideas to benefit the project and provide the public and environmental managers with comprehensive environmental data and assessment reports so they can make educated decisions related to environmental policies and laws protecting Alaska’s marine waters.  This effort will include a public meeting, presentations, and publications and internet web delivery.

	Duration
	February 2010 through June 2012.

	Scheduling/Tracking Factors
	Closely track schedule to minimize disruptions.

	Milestones and Deliverables

	Outreach Plan
	Draft an outreach plan that includes potential contacts and environmental meetings for potential presentations. Timeline: January – May 2010

	Web Site
	Establish the AKMAP Chukchi Sea web site within the first three months of startup. Maintain and update the website throughout the project. Timeline: January – March 2010, ongoing through June 2012

	Public Presentations
	Conduct public presentations at the Alaska Forum on the Environment in February of each project year. Deliver other presentations to communities of the coastal region, such as Barrow, Alaska. Timeline: February 2010 – February 2012

	Management Presentations
	Present project design, status and results to DEC and other agency environmental managers throughout the project. Timeline: Ongoing, project award through June 2012

	Scientific and Technical Presentations
	Give presentations at various technical and professional society meetings principally in Alaska.  At the end of the project, make a presentation on the overall project and results at a national scientific conference or agency meeting.  Timeline: Ongoing February 2010 – June 2012

	Final Product
	Document all public meetings, publications and posters. Timeline: February 2012 – June 2012

	Estimated Costs

	Pers. Services
	Fringe Benefits
	Travel
	Equipment
	Supplies
	Contractual
	Indirect
	TOTAL

	$2,187
	$1,071
	$3,430
	
	
	$20,056
	$391
	$27,135


B. Future Phases – None directly part of this project.
C. Additional Project Information (relevant to all phases)

1) Compatibility/Synergy:  
Currently, several proposed projects have the potential to interact to promote a better understanding of the status of the environment in both the near and off shore regions of the Chukchi Sea.  
The U.S. Department of Interior Mineral Management Services COMIDA environmental survey in the Chukchi Sea Lease Sale 193 area is further offshore, but adjacent to the CIAP Chukchi Sea effort.  Both look at similar environmental parameters and conduct probabilistic surveys.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and NOAA will be supporting another National Coastal Assessment (NCA) in 2010 and the CIAP Chukchi Sea will provide for an Alaskan contribution to this national effort.  DEC’s assessment results will be integrated into the NCA report. 
NOAA’s National Status and Trends (NS&T) Mussel Watch Program is interested in working with Alaska DEC to collect bivalve samples from this region.  A sub-set of DEC’s 2010 and 2011 field sampling effort will be to collect samples for the NST Mussel Watch Program.
2) Controversy/Support:  
Overall, no controversial aspects are associated with this sampling effort.  DEC is aware of timing concerns with the sampling and subsistence, including bowhead whale migration, and is working with appropriate local and Federal agencies to address this issue. 
3) Bundling:   
No bundling is currently planned under this project.

4) Program Income:  
None expected.
5) Maps/Drawings:  
A map of the project region is shown at the end of this document in Appendix A.  This map covers only the region of interest.  In the full scope of work deliverable, the detailed map of the target population and sample sites will be provided.
6) Project Management Plan:

Program Management
The DEC Alaska Monitoring and Assessment Program (AKMAP) scientific program manager, Douglas Dasher, is the scientific and managerial lead for the project, including selection of the project team.  This position is responsible for ensuring the proper conduct of the project, including timely completion and submittal of all reports. 

Administrative and Budgetary Management 

Administrative support will be provided by the DEC Division of Water, Administrative Operations Manager, Tom Cherian.  The administrative staff will provide the project manager with assistance in processing contracts, purchasing supplies, and budget tracking.  Real time budget summaries are available to the project manager.  This group provides support for completion of administrative and budgetary sections of all required reports. 

Scientific and Database Management

Douglas Dasher has lead responsibility for the toxicological, biological and geochemical components and sampling design, modeling, data management and reporting. Other DEC staff may be assigned to assist with logistical and field support.  Richard Heffern, the DEC Division of Water Quality Assurance officer, will  review and approve  the Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP), conduct field and laboratory audits, and provide consultation regarding field and laboratory methodologies.  Michelle Bonnet, the Water Information Management section manager under DEC Division of Water Administration and Information Programs, will provide assistance with the integration of the project data into the US EPA national STORET environmental database.   The Alaska Monitoring and Assessment Program (AKMAP) is a joint effort between DEC and the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF).  The UAF team and their responsibilities will be detailed in the full scope of work (see deliverables) and will support the scientific field and laboratory activities, data management and reporting.

Key DEC AKMAP CIAP Chukchi Personnel
	Program Personnel
	Role

	Douglas Dasher
	Project Manager/PI/scientific coordination

	Richard Heffern
	Water Quality Assurance Officer – QA/QC support/lab and field audits/QAPP approvals

	Tom Cherian
	Administrative support/lead contact for assisting with administrative and budgetary issues

	Michelle Bonnet
	Information management/database support


7. Description of Environmental Impacts

No environmental impacts are expected to result from the specific field sampling activities other than potential interaction with subsistence hunting and marine mammal activities.

AKMAP will work with NOAA Marine Mammals group and the local agencies/communities to address any potential interactions with subsistence hunting or marine mammal activities.

8. Relationship to Other Federal Programs

Currently, no other federal programs are providing support.  The potential exists that a mid-water trawl or other effort could be added if funding is secured under the U.S. Department of Interior Mineral Management Services Alaska Coastal Marine Institute (CMI) program.  Potential EPA funding, as part of the 2010 National Coastal Assessment, may become available to help collect additional samples for the national program.
9. Federal, State, and Local Agencies

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Institute of Marine Science, Dr. Stephen Jewett, P.O. Box 757220, Fairbanks, AK 99775-7220
Phone: (907) 474-7841
E-mail:  jewett@ims.uaf.edu
Discussion is on going with NOAA, North Slope Borough Wildlife Department, Shell and others in regards to some level of involvement with this assessment project. 

10. Project Information Questions 
The following questions apply to the project task(s) being submitted for funding under this grant application.  If the answer to a question is “yes,” provide the resulting documentation electronically or indicate that the acquisition of the documentation or permits is within the project scope and include it as a deliverable.
1. Environmental Review
1)
Does the project require any Federal environmental review (e.g., environmental assessment, environmental impact statement, biological opinion)?

____Yes _X__No

2)
Does the project require any State environmental review (e.g., Consistency Determination, State Historic Preservation Office)?

____Yes _X___No

3)
Does the project require any local environmental review (e.g., zoning)?

____Yes __X__No

If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,” provide a copy of the environmental review(s) with the grant application.  
2. Permits [All permits will be submitted as part of the deliverables.]
1)
Does the project require any Federal permits?

_X_Yes ____No
[US National and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) requires a Letter of Acknowledgement.]  
2)
Does the project require any State permits? 
_X_Yes ____No [DEC will apply for an Alaska Department of Fish and Game fish collection permit for this project.]
3)
Does the project require any local permits?

__X_Yes ____No   [For example, UAF – Institutional Animal Care & Use Committee requires pre-approval for vertebrate animal sampling.]
3. Legal Proceedings

1)
Are there any pending legal proceedings that have been taken against any of the permits or related environmental analyses required for the project?

____Yes _X_No

If the answer is “yes,” provide an explanation of the pending legal proceeding and the status of it as a separate document. 
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