
Municipality of Anchorage


Areas Meriting Special Attention (AMSA)


Enforceable Policies 

Effective Date: June 22, 1981
The Municipality of Anchorage has designated 10 areas meriting special attention (AMSAs):

1.
Andesitic Dike at Potter Marsh on the old Seward Highway

2.
Bird Creek Regional Park

3.
Eagle River Valley Lowlands

4. 
Fish Creek Estuary

5.
Old Girdwood Townsite south of Seward Highway

6.
Point Campbell Dunes and Delta

7.
Point Campbell‑Point Woronzof Coastal Wetlands

8.
Point Woronzof Bluffs

9.
Port of Anchorage Area

10.
Seward Highway and Turnagain Scenic Corridor

No specific standards are prescribed for the AMSAs, but “the policies which will be applied to these areas must preserve, protect or restore the value for which the area was designated.” Each AMSA description lists the primary and associated values for which the area was designated and includes allowable uses.  The values and allowable uses can be construed as the enforceable elements of each AMSA plan.


Andesitic Dike at Potter Marsh on the Old Seward Highway AMSA
1.
Value Classification 
Primary:  Scientific, educational

Associated: Scenic drive along Old Seward Highway, transportation route adjacent to site

2.
Location
Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Potter Marsh

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the Municipality of Anchorage, located on the Old Seward Highway adjacent to Potter Marsh.

Topographic Quad/1:25,000: Anchorage Bowl

3.
Upland Acres
(Hectares):  Less than one

4.
Seaward Distance for Protection:

None

8. 
Area Description
Dominant Physical/Biological Features:  This site is the only known igneous exposure in the Anchorage area.  It is a good bedrock exposure showing an andesitic lithology, weathering, and joint patterns.  The dike is located in a bedrock exposure just east of Potter Marsh along the Old Seward Highway.

10.
Allowable Uses
Scientific and educational study, public viewing. Rock climbing in this specific site should be prohibited.


Bird Creek Regional Park AMSA
1.
Value Classification
Primary: The conservation of the park’s natural characteristics: to protect habitat and to provide passive recreation opportunities such as nature study and enjoyment of the area’s scenic qualities.

Associated: Extremely limited use to enable hiking, cross‑country skiing, wildlife observation and related passive recreation activities which are consistent with the park’s master plan and the Turnagain Arm section of the Anchorage Park, Greenbelt and Recreation Facility Plan.

2.
Location 
Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Turnagain Arm

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the Municipality of Anchorage, located to the north of the Bird community and largely surrounded by Chugach State Park.

Topographic Quad/1:63,360: Turnagain Arm.

3.
Upland Acres:

Approximately 2,265 acres

4.
Seaward Distance for Protection  
Bird Creek drainage should be protected to and where it enters Turnagain Arm.

10.
Allowable Uses
Recreation activities consistent with the Turnagain Arm section of the Anchorage Park, Greenbelt and Recreation Facility Plan and the Anchorage Trails Plan.


Eagle River Valley Lowlands AMSA 

1.
Value Classification
Primary:  Recreation, flood control, open space.

Associated:  Wildlife habitat, scenic

2.
Location
Region/Subregion:  Southcentral, Eagle River

Community/Orientation/Distance: Eagle River is located north/northeast of the metropolitan Anchorage area.

Topographic Quad/1:25,000:  Eagle River 

3.
Upland Acres
Within the valley lowlands, over 3,000 acres of wetlands have been identified with some 1, 050 acres of uplands within the boundaries of the Eagle River Greenbelt.

10.
Allowable Uses
Open space, recreational, wildlife habitat.


Fish Creek Estuary AMSA
1. 
Value Classification
Primary: Coastal Wetland, scenic view, nature study, open space.

Associated:  Wetlands, marsh, unique physical feature in an urban environment, aesthetics, recreation.

2. 
Location
Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Anchorage

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the metropolitan Anchorage area and drains into the Knik Arm of upper Cook Inlet.

Topographic Quad/1:25,000: Anchorage Bowl

3.  
Upland Acres:  None

4. 
Seaward Distance for Protection
To mean low tide line of Knik Arm.

10. 
Allowable Uses
Scenic, recreational, open space, nature study.


Old Girdwood Townsite South of Seward Highway AMSA
1. 
Value Classification
Primary: Wildlife habitat, scenic, passive recreation 

Associated:  Historic site, wetlands, other uses compatible with the Turnagain Arm Comprehensive Land use plan

2.
Location
Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Turnagain Arm

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the Municipality of Anchorage/Old Girdwood Townsite, approximately 45 miles south from downtown Anchorage.

Topographic Quad/1:63,360: Turnagain Arm

3. 
Upland Acres
Approximately 217.60 Acres (land area only)

4. 
Seaward Distance for Protection
To the center of Turnagain Arm.

9.
Allowable Uses

Scenic, passive recreation, wildlife habitat area, nature study, hiking floodplain and subject to future subsidence from seismic events.


Point Campbell Dunes and Delta AMSA
1. 
Value Classification
Primary: Scientific, educational

Associated: Scenic, recreation (dirt bikes, hang gliding)

2. 
Location
Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Turnagain Arm

Community/Orientation/Distance: The site is within the Municipality of Anchorage located on Point Campbell facing Turnagain Arm.

Topographic Quad/1:25,000: Anchorage Bowl

3. 
Upland Acres 

(Hectares):  Not available

4.
Seaward Distance for Protection
From mean high tide

10. 
Allowable Uses
Recreational uses (dirt bikes, hang gliding), public access, educational and scientific study. Due to heavy public use, shooting should not be allowed in the immediate area.


Point Campbell-Point Woronzof Coastal Wetlands AMSA
1. 
Value Classification
Primary: Habitat, scenic, recreation

Associated: Wetlands, salt water marsh, coastal flood zone

2. 
Location
Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Anchorage

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the Municipality of Anchorage.

Topographic Quad/1:25,000: Anchorage Bowl

3. 
Upland Acres  

None

4.
Seaward Distance for Protection
To the Municipal political boundary in the Knik Arm of upper Cook Inlet.

10. 
Allowable Uses
Coastal wildlife habitat area, scenic, passive recreation, nature study, hiking, picnicking.


Point Woronzof Bluffs AMSA

1.
Value Classification

Primary: Scientific, educational

Associated: Scenic, open space

2.
Location

Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Knik Arm of Cook Inlet

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the Municipality of Anchorage.

Topographic Quad/ 1:25,000: Anchorage Bowl

3.
Upland Acres 

(Hectares): Not available

4.
Seaward Distance for Protection
From mean high tide line to top of bluff.

10.
Allowable Uses
Educational and scientific study, public access via a bike trail along the top of the bluff, scenic viewing opportunities, and those uses compatible with the designation as open space.


Port of Anchorage Area AMSA
1. 
Value Classification
Primary: Water‑dependent and related uses, port facilities

Associated: Support activities and water‑related uses

2. 
Location
Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Anchorage

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the metropolitan Anchorage area

Topographic Quad/1:25,000: Anchorage Bowl

3. 
Upland Acres 

Not available

4.
Seaward Distance for Protection
To the Municipal political boundary in the Knik Arm of upper Cook Inlet

10. 
Allowable Uses
Water‑dependent uses


Seward Highway/Turnagain Arm Scenic Corridor AMSA

1.  
Value Classification
Primary: Scenic, recreation, transportation

Associated: major transportation route connecting Anchorage to the Kenai peninsula. The Seward Highway along the Turnagain Arm is also part of the Alaska Railroad corridor.

2.
Location

Region/Subregion: Southcentral, Turnagain Arm

Community/Orientation/Distance: Area is within the Municipality of Anchorage.

3. 
Upland Acres 

(Hectares):  Approximately 1,394 acres from Potter Station to the Kenai Borough border

4. 
Seaward Distance for Protection
Existing width of state right‑of‑way

10. 
Allowable Uses
All vehicular traffic, recreational activities and picnicking at pullout sites, and private development in areas already designated as development areas (Indian, Bird Creek, Rainbow and Girdwood).
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