
Farm to School Conference Update 

If you are interested in attending the Farm to School conference be sure to sign-up by 
December 15th.  We are currently at capacity and will increase conference space if there is 
enough interest.  We are happy to share the current agenda, speaker list, and producer 
showcase.  We are also thrilled to see people registered from all over the state: Mountain 
Village, Barrow, Kodiak, Aniak, Nome, Cordova, and much more!  There are still a few travel 
scholarships available if you require financial assistance to get to the conference. 
 

Agenda (Subject to Change) 
Tuesday January 13th 

Classrooms and School Community 
8:00 – 8:30am Coffee and Welcome 
8:30 – 9:00am Alaska Farm to School ‘Where are We Now, Where are We Headed’  
9:00 – 9:45am Garden Based Education  
9:45 – 10:15am Building Your Own Soil  
10:15 – 10:30am Networking BREAK 
10:30 – 11:30am Making Farm to School Sustainable  
11:30 – 12:00am Shaping the State Program  
12:00 – 1:00pm LUNCH on site 
1:00 – 2:00pm Greenhouses and Hydroponic Growing  
2:00 – 2:30pm Composting Basics  
2:30 – 2:45pm Networking BREAK 
2:45 – 3:15pm Ag in the Classroom  
3:15 – 4:30pm AK Showcase of Farm and Fish to School Projects  
4:30 – 5:00pm Q & A session with speakers / Networking 
 

Wednesday January 14th 
Cafeteria and Producers 

 
8:00 – 8:30am Coffee and Welcome 
8:30 – 9:00am Introduction ‘Go further with Partners’  
9:00 – 10:00am Traditional Foods Discussion  
10:00 – 10:30am Procuring Local Food; Federal, State, and Local Regulation Examples  
10:30 – 10:45am Networking BREAK 
10:45 – 11:00am Nutritional Alaskan Food for Schools  
11:00 – 11:30am UAF Farm to School Update  
11:30 – 12:00pm Shaping the State Program  
12:00 – 1:00pm LUNCH on site 
1:00 – 2:30pm Local Producers Showcase  
2:30 – 3:00pm Potato Wedge Project  
3:00 – 3:15pm Networking BREAK 
3:15 – 3:45pm Working with School Food Service  
3:45 – 4:30pm Working with Local Producers 
4:30 – 5:00pm Networking 
5:00 – 6:00pm Tentative Reception 



Speakers 
-Johanna Herron- Program Coordinator 
DNR, Division of Agriculture, Farm to School  
-Patrick Ryan and Kelly Ingram- Alaska 
Botanical Garden, Anchorage; Education 
Instructors 
-Danny Sparrell-Calypso Farm and Ecology 
Center, Fairbanks; School Garden Coordinator 
-Sandy Scotton- Galena, Gardener and 
Producer 
-Lauren Kelsey- Obesity Prevention and 
Control Program, School Grants Manager 
-Avril Wiers- Effie Kokrine Charter School, 
Fairbanks; Agriculture Instructor and FFA 
Advisor 
-Kathleen Vik- Chugiak High School, Teacher 
-Larissa Wright-Elson- South Anchorage 
High School, Teacher 
-Shelly Wade- Agnew:Beck, Managing 
Associate 
-Jason Fastenau- Alaska Gateway School 
District, Tok; District Farm to School 
Coordinator 
-Matthew Shelborne- McGrath School, 
Teacher 
-Emily Becker- Airport Heights Elementary, 
Anchorage; Teacher and Garden Club Sponsor 
-Jodie Anderson- HDR, Inc., Soil Scientist 
-Melissa Sikes-Fairbanks Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Natural Resource 
Education Specialist 
-Kacie O’Brien- USDA, Farm to School 
Program Western Regional Lead 
-Debi Kruse- DCCED, Division of Community 
and Regional Affairs, Grants Administrator III  
-Kate Idzorek- UAF, Cooperative Extension 
Services, Food Research Technician 
-Rand Rosecrans 
-Cassee Olin- Sitka School District, Business 
Manager 
-Ralph Carney- Alaska Chip Company, Owner 
-Tim Meyer- Meyer Farm, Producer 
-Amy Rouse- Fairbanks School District, 
Director of Nutrition Services 
-Carlee Wells- Petersburg School District, 
Food Service Director & Alaska School 
Nutrition Association President Elect 
-Sandra Ponte- Cordova School District, Food 
Service Director 
 
 

Producer Showcase 

-Bare Hands Farm, Talkeetna 

-Borman Farm, Delta 

-Pioneer Produce, North Pole 

-Black Bear Farm, Palmer 

-Meyer Farm, Bethel 

-Volcano View Farms, Ugashik Village 

-Ugashik Wild Salmon Co., Ugashik Village 

-VanderWeele Farm, Palmer 

-Alaska Sprouts, Anchorage 

-Kahiltna Birchworks, Talkeetna 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For updates, news, grant opportunities, and announcements join our listserv at: 
http://list.state.ak.us/soalists/akfarmtoschool/jl.htm 
For more information about the Alaska Farm-to-School program, or if you have any questions, 
contact Johanna Herron at Johanna.herron@alaska.gov or (907) 761-3870. 
 

http://list.state.ak.us/soalists/akfarmtoschool/jl.htm

