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Announ ce

The naming and re leas e of 'Egan' Ame ri can Slou ghgu:ss [ ~~du~:3 tmia s yz ig.,-,~-:.0.~~

(S t e ud , ) Fe rn) for commer c i a l. produ ct i on a nd na r k e t Lng of seed . This va r Le t y
was s ele c t ed f or we tla n d r estorat ion and e r os ion cont rol i n Al a ska .

Sc i e n t i f i c name: Beckmannia syzigachn e (S t e ud . ) Fe r n .

Common name: Amer i.c a n Slongh gras s

Cul t i var : ' Eg an'--Th is va riety Dame was s ele ct e d in honor o f wi lliam A. Egan ,
the first a nd fo u r t h Go vernor of t he S tat e of Alaska. Dur i ng his f inal t erm,
Gove r n o r Egan signed i nto law, on Jun e 20, 1972 , t he act creat ing the Ala ska
Pla n t Materials Center.

Other Identification Number s : R- 2, T120 53

Origin: Th e origina l s e ed collection was made by James R. Stroh, J ul y 26 ,
1973 . Th e s eed was t a ken from a s i ng le plant g r owing on gra ve l r oad fi l l o f f
the Stees e Highwa y i n Gol d St r eam Val l e y , Nor th of Fa i r banks, Al ask<i. Th e
o r i g Lna L c ol1.e ction note s referre d t o t h i s accession as ( Bec:!~~.<l.?-~~J:~

erucaefo r ~:lis ) . The col lection has sinc e been r cnamed ,

Description and Occurrence : Beckman~ia s yz igac hne i s gene r a l l y de s c ribed a s a
l ight green grass wi th tufted cu lms nat ive t~:-oole r r e g i o ns o f North America .
Th i s species, which is u s u a l l y as soc i a ted \flith "l ,~t gro u nd, ca n grov t o 90 em i n
height.

Ma ny North American de s cription s of Ameri c a n S l ou gh g r a s s , cla s s i fy i.t a s a n
a nnu a l . Th is has no t , howe ve r , be en t he e x pe rL e nc.e o f the /1,l a s k e. Pl ;:,nt
Ma t e r i a l s Center sta f f or o t he r i n ve s t i ga t o r s working with t h e spec ies t n
Ala s k a . The staff ha s f ound t ha t 'Egan' Ame r i c a n SLo ugh g r-a s s , a s ...lell a s the
oth e r acc e ss ions of !'::.,?::..~me.nnia s t z i ga c.hn e that ha ve been t es t ed , a re s uortvl.I ved
pe r e nn i a l s . Stan d s tend t o dec l ine af t er f our t el fi ve YEars , a nd st and docL l ne
can be h a s t ened by c ompe ti t ion whe n mo r e agg res sive gra s s s pe c ies become
es t a b l ished i n a Beckmannia stand .



Development: : ' Egan ' American Sloughgras s was tested i n thr ee ini t ial s c r ee ni ng
tri a l s at the Plant Ma terials Cen t er a t Palmer fr om 1974 to 1983 . Ad ditional
offs ite testing s ta r t ed in 1980, and t o dat e , ' Ega n ' has been or i s being tested
at 26 sites in Alaska a nd the Yukon Terri t ories of Canada .

Or iginal seed incr ease occurred in 197 9 a nd aga in in 1981 . A one- acre i nc rease
pl o t was established i n 1983.

Use: Included in the dut i es of t he Cons e r va t i on Plant Pr o j ec t at t he Alaska
Pl ant Mate rials Cent er is the r es ponsib l i t y fo r de ve l oping new pl.an t var ieties
for erosion control, r ec lamat i on, and habitat. There f or e, 'E ga n ' Ame r lean
Slou ghgr as s ha s only unde rgone test i ng for these applica tions .

Whi l e much ha s been written about t he s pe cies' val ue as f orage bot h in North
America and Euras ia, t his a ppl i ca tion ' i s , by Law, not a prior ity for the Plant
Ma t erials Center. Seed of this access ion has been sup plied to i nt e r es t ed
f armers in Alaska, as well a s the Un Lve r s I ty of Al aska Agricul tural and Fores try
Expe r i me nt Sta t ion and South Dakota State Uni ve rs i ty f or f orag e resea r ch . Early
results from the U of A Agricultural an d For e. s try Exper imen t St a tion indica t e
t hat it is not suited for non-irriga t ed up l and ha y or fo rage produc t Lon , but
because the species exhibi t s fora ge pote ntial , i t is hoped tha t additiona l
f o rage evalua t i on wi l l oc cur on we t s i t es.

Presently, 'Egan' American Sloughgras s i s reco mme nded fcr. r ee lama t i.on 0:::- e ros i on
control plantings i n s ea sonally wet areas s uch as ditches, st reambanks, or f r esh
wa t e r shorelines . Because of the spe ci es' docume nted us e by wat er fo wl, it is
a lso recommended for pl antings intended to bene f it ducks a nd ge e se . Wh ile t he
po t e n t ial fo r ha y or f or age product ion ex i s t s , this recommenda tion is be ing
withheld at t h i s time.

Area of Adaptation: Ba s ed on of fs i t e eva l ua t i ons , s pecies characteri s tics , a nd
t he na t ur al range of t he spe c i es, ' Egan ' American Sl oughgr as s ca n be expec ted to
pe rform satis facto r i ly between 60 0 nor t h l a titude, and t heArct i c Ci rc le .
Eval ua t i on i s not complete be yond t his reg i on. I ts . va lue i n Sout hea s t Alaska
has not yet been deter mined , a nd it ha s been fou nd no t t o survive on Kodiak
Island or the Aleut ian Chain.

Within the range of adaptation, 'Egan' America n Sloughgras s ha s shown the best
pe r fo r ma nce on s ites that are seasonally wet, flooded, or covered by snow dr i ft s
l ate into June. More detailed evalua tio n data is availab l e f rom the Al aska
Pl ant Ma terials Center.

Seed Characterist i cs & Production: Although ' Egan' Ameri can Sloughgrass is
les s susceptible to seed s ha t t e r than any othe r ac cession of Beckmannia t ha t was
tes ted , seed shatt e r r ema i ns a modera t e problem. I n genera l ,seed produc t i on ,
har ves ting and cleani ng of ' Ega n ' is eas ie r than some na ti ve gras ses i n
produ ction a t this t i me. Harves ting a nd cleaning can be ac compl i shed with
sta ndard equipment .

Yields of cl ean seed off a one - acre plot a re as fo l l ows : 1984 - 453 pounds ,
1985 - 30 5 pounds. The l ower yi e l ds f r om the 1985 c. r op r esult ed f r om sh2t t er
cause d by a seve r e wi nd prior t o ha r ves t . Se ed has ge ne r a l l y be e n read y fo r
ha rves t du r ing the seco nd or th i r d week i n Aug us t .



Because this species i s most highly ad apt ed to wet s ites . s eed pr oduc t i on wil l
be restricted t o ce r t i f ied seed gr owers ha vi ng t he abi lity t o i r r iga t e
production fields . The Alaska P'l.ant Materi als Cent e r has fo und that if ' Egan'
American Slough gra s s Ls grown on upland farm land withou t i r ri ga t i on, t he sta nd
will be stressed t o the point of di se as e ons et . The 1983 inc reas e plo t was t hus
affected followi ng a pe r iod of drough t duri ng 19 8!.. The problem was co r rected
with 12 hou r s of cont i nuous ir r i ga ti on . Des pit e t he problem, a good ha rves t was
obtained. Moni to ring seed production fi e l ds f or drought st res s will be a
necessa r y mana gement practice fo r growers of ' Egan' Ame rica n Sloughg rass .

Increase and Distribution: 'Egan ' American Sl oughg r ass seed wi ll be recognized
i n Br eede r . Founda tion, or Cert if i ed seed classes . Breed e r and Foundation se ed
produc tion wil l be main t ained by t -h e Alaska Plant Mater ials Cen ter . Foundat ion
class s e ed wi ll be a vailable t o seed growers t hr ough t he Alas ka Seed Growe rs)
I nc . (formerly the Alaska Crop I mpro vement Associ a tion). Al l i nte r es t ed s e ed
growe rs should contact the Alaska Pl ant Hater ial s Cent e r or t he Ala ska Seed
Gr owers. Inc .
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