Making Decomposition Work for
You:.




Presentation Goals. . .

« Why compost in Alaska?

« Composting basics




Organic
Waste Is
Wasted!

Why Compost in Alaska®?




Local Carbon Sources in Rural
Alaska - wood chips In Haines




General Composting: Part One -
The Components

Wet, high-nitrogen Bulking agent with Dry, high-carbon
primary ingredient large, stiff particles amendment
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Figure 3.1
Combining raw materials to achieve the desired characteristics for composting.

Rynk, R., et al. 1992. On-Farm composting handbook. Natural Resource, Agriculture, and
Engineering Service #54 Cornell Cooperative Extension. p14. Ithaca, New York.



General Composting: Part Two -
The Process

Stage 1- Mesophilic
Available food sources metabolized quickly
results in rapid temperature increase

Stage 2 - Thermophilic




Microbiological View of Composting:
Microbial Succession During Composting




Composting With a Twist:
Using Materials We Were Told NOT to Use

Figure 3.
Composting
bins are loaded

Maintain Sinch mimmum i in layers; each

between carcazses and bin walls carcass must be
surrounded with

Space carckeses so they do not co-compost
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"ouch each other materials.

Glanville, T. 1999. Composting dead livestock: a new solution to an old problem. lowa State
University - University Extension Sustainable Agriculture #8. 12pp. Ames, lowa.



Methods of Home
Composting in Alaska

Soldotna
compost in an
old plastic drum
set on two
sawhorses with

Galena compost of house garbage
(anything organic), garden scraps,
and chicken house cleaning turned




Methods of Community-
Scale Composting in Alaska

Gustavus
Community
Compost




Low-tech Composting Works
on the Farm




It isn't too cold to compost in Alaska!

118° F

12 1300 F




Model Vessel for Home or
Small-scale Composting
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