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Fairbanks Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

The Mission of the FSWCD is to serve its 
cooperators, private landowners, and all citizens 
of the district by promoting wise development 

and conservation of natural resources. 

Conservation Districts were created throughout the 
US by the states, shortly after the Dust Bowl era of 
the 1930’s as the locally led effort to curb soil 
erosion 0n private lands.  



What FSWCD Does 
• Soil Testing and Soil Quality Programs 

• Watershed restoration, stream cleanup, bank 
stabilization, and water quality testing. 

• Agriculture assistance, conservation planning 

• Invasive Plant education and management plans 

• Forest management assistance, annual tree and shrub 
sale. 

• Natural Resource education programs, workshops, and 
assistance.  



Ag in the Classroom 

AG in the Classroom is a national program to 
assist teachers in making students aware of the 
role of agriculture in our lives.  Funded in part by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture and each 
respective state, AG in the Classroom programs 
serves students in grades K-12. Each program 
presents factual information about farming.   

 

 



Why Agricultural Literacy? 

Whether or not the term agriculture is familiar to 
children, they are familiar with farming and the 
plants and animals raised on the farm.  
 
Using agriculture to teach science and other 
subjects both provides a highly familiar and visible 
means of explaining life sciences to even the 
youngest students, and debunks myths about 
agriculture being caught in a 19th century time 
warp where Old MacDonald is plowing behind a 
horse. 



What does AKAITC Offer?  

• Curriculum materials and educational resources. 
Available at our office but can be mailed upon 
request 

• Website:   www.agclassroom.org/ak - with 
lessons and resources. 

• 4-day workshop teacher and educator in Interior 
area in June of 2015. 

• Possible workshops in different areas of the state 
including the Mat-Su area, Anchorage, or Kenai. 









Also 

• Presence at Tanana Valley Fair and Alaska State 
Fair and other outreach events. 

• Marketing AITC to all of our partners, contacts, 
web page, facebook, etc. 

• Coordination of AITC AK AG Day presentations in 
Fairbanks and idea assistance to those around the 
state (farm bureaus, school districts, etc.) 









• Development of statewide contacts to assist with 
dissemination of AITC lessons throughout the year 
and particularly during Alaska Ag Day, as well as 
promote AITC to their local and state partners and 
governments. 

• Support and assistance to Alaska Farm Bureau and 
local chapters, 4-H, and FFA in their education 
efforts. 

• Post Alaska AITC activities and some curriculum on 
the national AITC Website. 

Also   



Summer Educator Workshop 
June 2-5, 2015 

• 9-hr (8am – 5 pm) workshop and field trips for 
4 days  

• Field trips will include a trip to the Delta area 
farms. 

• 1-2 credits (extra work required for 2 credits) 

• $190 

• At University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) 



This course introduces educators  

to many aspects of Alaska agriculture, including: 

 

• Conservation, production and marketing.   

 

• The many resources available through the Alaska Ag in 
the Classroom program. 

 

• Interdisciplinary methods, including STEM, to teach 
principles of agriculture, strategies to promote students’ 
understanding of soil science, the water cycle, nutrition, 
gardening/gathering, agro-economics, animal science, 
innovations, and careers.   

 



Ag in the Classroom Workshop 
June 3-6, 2014 



The class offers supplemental, differentiated, 
challenging curriculum and instruction for 
regular education, resource and gifted students. 
Guest presenters will cover a wide variety of 
topics.  Field trips will provide hands-on 
opportunities.   

 

Using lessons developed for Alaska and Nation 
Ag in the Classroom programs, the instructors 
will demonstrate how agriculture provides a 
hook to catch student’s interests. 

 





Visit to the UAF Large Animal Farm 









Visit to a Local School Garden 



Visit to the Farmer’s Market 





Visit to Chena Hot Springs 



Farming History 



Alternative Energy 





Hydroponic Gardening 



 



Peony Farm 



Visit with a 
local farmer  



Tour of Risse’s Greenhouse: a commercial production greenhouse 



Visit to a local animal farm 











Gardening Program 



Making Carrot Seed Tape 





Sheep Sculptures 







Taste Testing Local Eggs 







• Continued development of curriculum materials and 
supplies 

• Attend national and regional AITC conferences 

• Seek further financial assistance and partners 
through grants, cooperative agreements with UAF, 
UUA, National AITC, Coop. Ext., FFA, 4-H, Farm to 
School, Division of Agriculture, Local Farm Bureau 
Chapters, private, state and federal partners. 

AKAITC Future Plans  



www.agclassroom.org/ak 



How to Contact Us 

Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District 

590 University Avenue 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

907-479-1213 x 105 

fairbanksswcd@gmail.com 


