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WHAT IS THE NUTRITIONAL 

ALASKAN FOODS IN SCHOOLS 

PROGRAM? 

Program operated out of the Department of Commerce, 
Community and Economic Development --- Division of 
Community and Regional Affairs 

Program year:  July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013 

Reimbursable grant program 



WHAT IS THE NUTRITIONAL 

ALASKAN FOODS IN SCHOOLS 

PROGRAM? 

Pilot Project sponsored by Representative Bill 
Stoltze (Chugiak). 

Seen as a way to make Alaska grown and 
harvested foods available to school children  

Help bolster Alaska’s economy 



WHAT IS THE NUTRITIONAL 

ALASKAN FOODS IN SCHOOLS 

PROGRAM? 

$3 million appropriated and divided between the 54 School Districts 
based on enrollment and education funding formula. 

Awards range from $25,000 to $642,000 

All School Districts are planning to participate. 

96% of the School Districts are already under agreement. 



GRANT PROCESS 

Submit reimbursement form 
Submit receipts or coded invoice 

List item purchased, category code, 
cost, and source of purchase 

Purchase eligible food 
Agriculture point of contact – Farm to 

School Program 
Fish/Seafood point of contact – AK 

Seafood Marketing Institute 

Apply for grant 
Use instruction sheet 



What qualifies? 
• Alaska caught 

• Mixed dish if 
majority of it is 
Alaska produced 

• Genuine Alaska 
Pollock 

Seafood/fish 

• AK livestock 

• AK poultry 

• AK eggs 

Meat/eggs 

• AK Grown 

• School or 
community 
gardens 

Fruits, 
vegetables, 
and grain 

• Small or large 
scale 

Native produce 
and berries 

• Costs of getting 
product to your 
kitchen 

• No limit 

Transportation 



VERIFICATION PROCESS 

Reimbursement 
form is submitted 

to DCCED 

All seafood claims go to 
Tyson Fick for verification. 

All AK Grown claims go to 
the Farm to School program 

for verification. 

Farm to School 
verification 

Call the producer to verify 
the sale to the school 

district. 

Call the vendor to verify the 
producer and then call the 

producer to verify the sale to 
the vendor. 

Confirm with 
DCCED it was a 

valid claim and the 
district receives $ 



DEC/FOOD SAFETY 

PROGRAM 

DEC definition of an approved source: 

Permitted/certified by federal, state or local gov’t agency (ex. FDA, USDA, State 
of Alaska, Municipality of Anchorage, or permitted outside of Alaska) 

Is a farm a DEC approved source for food? 

*YES: If it is harvest cut/minimal trimming/school garden 

Because raw agricultural products are  not required to be purchased from a 
permitted facility 

 

*If agricultural products are processed then it must be done in a 
permitted facility. 

 



SPEND IT OUT 

Purchase school or 
community garden food 

Explore opportunities  
with local processing 

facilities 

Explore opportunities with 
local retailers 

Use other food programs 
to use the product in (i.e. 

FFV, snack program, dinner 
program, school activities) 

Work with 
vendors to code 
eligible product 



NUTRITIONAL ALASKAN 

FOODS IN SCHOOLS 

What is the grant program? 

 Child Nutrition Programs 

 Resources 

 Success stories 

 

 





 School Food Authorities shall provide a variety of 
vegetables throughout the week. Dark green, 
red/orange vegetables and legumes are each 
required once a week 

 Alaskan Grown vegetables that can be used in 
the lunch program include but are not limited to: 
carrots, potatoes, cabbage, lettuce, squash, 
zucchini to name few. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH 

PROGRAM 



 Alaskan Grown barley and wheat can be used in 
the breakfast and lunch programs to meet the 
grain requirements 

 Alaskan Grown berries can be used to meet the 
fruit requirement 

 Alaskan Grown eggs can be used to meet the 
protein requirement  

SCHOOL BREAKFAST 

PROGRAM  



 All Alaskan grown produce can be used in  this 
program to subsidize the meal or be used to 
create a meal from scratch  

AT-RISK MEAL PROGRAM 



 School Food Authorities that operate a National 
School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs as 
well as At-Risk Meals can utilize the Alaskan 
Grown products to incorporate in their meal 
programs. 

MEALS 



 Fresh Fruit and Veggie Program 

 Child and Adult Care Food Program 

 Snack Programs 

 Culinary classes 

OTHER 



NUTRITIONAL ALASKAN 

FOODS IN SCHOOLS 

What is the grant program? 

 Child Nutrition Programs 

 Resources 

 Success stories 

 

 



Finding product 



Resources 



“I love everything about farming!  My favorite 
thing about starting the Alaska Flour Company  
is the opportunity to grow food for Alaska and  

cut down on importing food up here.” 
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SUCCESS STORIES 

Amy called us up and got the contact info for 
the school district. 

JSD bought 43.5 pounds of carrots and 4.5 
pounds of snap peas.   

They plan on expanding production next year to 
also supply Mt. Edgecumbe High School in Sitka! 



SUCCESS STORIES 

Kodiak School District 

Local broccoli, lettuce, tomatoes, 
and cucumber 

Shipped the local product to Port 
Lions, Ouzinkie, Old Harbor, Larsen 

Bay, Karluk School, and Akhiok.   

The product they served was grown 
at Bells Nursery and Palmer 

Produce. 

Haines School District 

Local Tlingit potatoes, 
carrots, onions, and 

cherry tomatoes. 

Purchased the product 
from their school garden 
and used it in the school 

lunch. 



NEXT STEPS 

• Developed a NAFS feedback survey for 
stakeholders to fill out: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NAFS
_input2012. 

Reporting 

• Secured a spot at the AK School 
Nutrition Association conference to host 
a planning meeting for next season. Planning 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NAFS_input2012
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NAFS_input2012


QUESTIONS 

 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

• Debi Kruse: Debi.kruse@alaska.gov,  907-269-
8131 

Grant process and 
questions 

• Johanna Herron: johanna.herron@alaska.gov, 907-
374-3714 

Farm to School & AK 
Grown Contact 

• Tyson Fick: tfick@alaskaseafood.org, 907-465-
5563 

Alaska Seafood 
Contact 

• Beth Seitz: elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov, 907-
465-8709 

Child Nutrition 
Contact 

• Brehan Kohl: brehan.kohl@alaska.gov, 907-
269-7636 Food Safety, DEC 
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