MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING October 14, 2015
DSJ BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 203 4:30 P.M.

IL.

II1.

IV

VL

VL

VIIL

IX.

XIIL.
XII.

XIV.

XV.

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL — DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
A. Chairperson
B. Vice-Chairperson
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETING
A. Not Applicable
STAFF REPORTS
B. Review Board Duties
1. Information Memorandum 15-088 and Ordinance Serial No. 15-050
PERSONS TO BE HEARD / AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Limit to 3 minutes)
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Not Applicable
NEW BUSINESS

A. RESOLUTION NO. 15-01 A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-
SUSITNA BOROUGH AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
RECOMMENDING ASSEMBLY SUPPORT A RESOLUTION TO THE
GOVERNOR, STATE LEGISLATORS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (DEC) REGARDING THE USE OF
RECYCLED BIOSOLIDS ON BOROUGH FARMLANDS.
http://water.epa.gov/scitech/wastetech/biosolids/503pe index.cfm
http://dec.alaska.gov/commish/regulations/pdfs/18%20aac%2060.pdf

B. RESOLUTION NO. 15-02 A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-
SUSITNA BOROUGH AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
RECOMMENDING ASSEMBLY PLACE A MORATORIUM ON THE
ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS TO DISPOSE OF
FEE SIMPLE INTERESTS OF PREVIOUSLY DISPOSED BOROUGH
AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY.

CORRESPONDENCE (to be mailed out in packet & available at regular meeting)
MEMBER COMMENTS (Note: Limit to 3 minutes)

NEXT MEETING

ADJOURNMENT
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 15-088

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY
ADOPTING MSB CODE CHAPTER 4.80 ESTABLISHING THE AGRICULTURE
ADVISORY BOARD AND ITS COMPOSITION, EFUNCTIONS, AND DUTIES.

AGENDA OF: April 7, 2015
ASSEMBLY ACTION:
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MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: Introduction anq<fif“fq§<§hb¥islgearing.
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APPROVED BY JOHN MOOSEY, BOROUGH MANAGER: -~
.
4
Route To: | Department/Individual / Initia Remarks
Originator \\\\ _fjﬁﬁﬂ:
Community Development Director %ﬂb
P
. . - v
Finance Director 77~
Borough Attorney ﬂp;i:
Borough Manager See above—

Borough Clerk C i E

ATTACHMENT (S) : Fiscal Note Yes X No
Ad Hoc Agriculture Committee
Resolution Serial No. 15-001 (2 pp)

Ordinance Serial No. 15—CE1)(4 pp)

SUMMARY STATEMENT:

In accordance with Matanuska-Susitna Assembly Resolution Serial
No. 14-091, an Agriculture Forum was held on November 10, 2014
wherein the agriculture community at large and affiliated
agencies came together to discuss ways of establishing clear
written policy with uniform provisions for use of borough
agricultural parcels.
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Consensus of forum participants was to form an ad hoc¢ committee
to review and analyze the information from the Forum and to
provide feedback to the Mayor and Assembly through an ad hoc
committee.

An ad hoc committee was established with membership from
representatives of the Borough Assembly and staff, owners of
agriculture parcels approved under MSB Title 13, 15, and 23,
members o©f Farm Bureau and Farmers Union, Agricultural and
Forestry Experimental Station, State of Alaska Division of
Agriculture, and a state agricultural land owner.

The committee completed its task and is prepared to move the
recommendation forward to establish an agriculture advisory
board. Recommendations as to an advisory board’s functions are
included in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Ad Hoc Agriculture
Committee Resolution Serial No. 15-001.

RECOMMENDATION :

In accordance with Matanuska-Susitna Borough Ad Hoc Agriculture
Committee Resolution Serial No. 15-001 and the Agriculture Forum
participant wishes, the ad hoc committee respectfully recommends
the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly approve establishment of
an agriculture advisory board for the purpose of reviewing
issues affecting borough agriculture lands.

Page 2 Of 2 M No. 15-088
ORD No. 15- ()8



GO-S! "ON [edg 03ueuIPIO
0880‘9| ‘ON I /
3 —

ya / ; = LAH UHAOUAAV
SrjrE/E v =T e

sva g S v ~ bl CINHWLAVAE
LS SN W v A a3 )

ZINOH
Q:Vn"@v\' YV wa TWDD A0 SN (g- o YIS PrTWAOTP 9T
” o -Qwa'(w il ! g)a—l\q__pm THE WUNLDD YWhi 0N YZHIe 55D <500 —* (amssanau Jy a8ud apeaudas v yorny) SISATTVNY

Lrodwa g

A AUV

an g -l

awn -]

SNOLLSOd

IV.LOL

&
% —% JElliTe)

spun,| {EI9pDMLIS

pun {£12ud0)

(saujoQ Jo spuesnon]) ONIINN

ANNIADY

AVLIAVD

< JQ(- ONLLV¥HdO ‘Y101,

SROMB{AISUA

s 'siesey

Samangpuey

natudinba)

satjddng

|enjaentio)

< 7\ 3L,

$92IAIOS [IUUOSIA]

610TAd B10ZA L10ZAA I0TAL S10ZAd P10TAd DONLLVYHIO
(siegiot 40 spuvsuon ) ‘ 'SHNNHATRYSHYNLIANAIXA
aLva . — /77 < , ALva
TAS CHIALLYAD WW/ mﬂﬁ@ LAE] UALINRIAA
# LDAFOU 4 2 INNODDV Ol

#104108d | A7 XA T 00 QQO COZ 4 INNOIDV WO

7’/@4/ Puyl HOUNOS ONIANA X & QALSANDI INNOWY

ON @IA}.I.DV(IWI TVISIH (IONVNIEA At (AL TNOD Y O.L) NOLLDV IVIS1

wawdoaasq) Anunwiwio) YOLYNIONNO

"SHLLNA ANV ‘SNOLLONN ‘NOLLISOdWOD S.LE ANV AUVOS AUOSIAQY HANLINDIIOV HHL ONIHSITEV.LSH 08¢
YALdVHO dd0D 4SIW DNILLJOUVATTHNASSY HONOUOH VNLISNS-VISANV.LVIA H.L. JO AONVNIAYO NV :1.09rdNSs

S10Z 'L pidy tare(] epudly
HLONTIVOSLI
HONOUOH VNLISAS-VISNNV.ILVIA



MATANUSKA~-SUSITNA BOROUGH AD HOC AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 15-001

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH AD HOC AGRICULTURE
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDING ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGRICULTURE ADVISORY
BOARD FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING ISSUES AFFECTING BOROUGH
AGRICULTURE LANDS. (MSB006973)

WHEREAS, Matanuska-Susitna Borough Ordinance Serial No.
14 091 was approved to organize a public forum regarding borough
agricultural lands for the purpose of making recommendations to
the assembly on setting policy for the use of said lands; and

WHEREAS, as a direct result from the forum, an ad hoc
committee was created to 1) define the meaning of agriculture,
2) analyze forum comments with regard for establishing an
Agriculture Advisory Board, 3) review similar boards and those
responsibilities and membership requirements, and 4) provide
comment and recommendation to the Mayor and Assembly regarding
these matters; and

WHEREAS, the ad hoc committee has completed their tasks and
is prepared to move their findings and recommendations forward
to an agriculture advisory board if so established; and

WHEREAS, recommended agriculture advisory board functions
would specifically be to 1) deal only with ag issues and make
recommendation to the assembly regarding these issues,
2) determine how ag land conservation is to be implemented and

how "no net loss” of agricultural lands is defined, 3) review
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the equity of current tax policy on agriculture parcels,
4) explore parcel size allowance of less than the required 40
acres minimum, 5) review agriculture covenants/restrictions
within Matanuska-Susitna Borough Titles 13, 15 and 23 and
recommend changes, if any, and 6) determine if current
subdivision requirements on these parcels is adequate or too
restrictive, and 7) other identified topics as requested by the
assembly; and

WHEREAS, recommended board membership would include those
with knowledge and/or experience in 1livestock, foraging,
horticulture, landscaping, root crops, hoop/green houses, soil &
water conservation, farmer associations, and agriculture
education.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the ad hoc committee does
hereby recommend the establishment of an agriculture advisory
board, including the above criteria, for the purpose of
reviewing issues affecting borough agriculture lands.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Ad Hoc

Agriculture Committee this 24" day of Febrysry, 2015.

MATTHEW B ék Actlng Committee Chair
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CODE ORDINANCE Sponsored by: Borough Manager
Introduced: 04/07/15
Public Hearing: 04/21/15
Adopted: 04/21/15

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 15-050

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY ADOPTING
MSB CODE CHAPTER 4.80 ESTABLISHING THE AGRICULTURE ADVISORY
BOARD AND ITS COMPOSITION, FUNCTIONS, AND DUTIES.

BE IT ENACTED:

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general

and permanent nature and shall become a part of the Borough
Code.

Section 2. Adoption of chapter. MSB 4.80 is hereby adopted

to read as follows:
AGRICULTURE ADVISORY BOARD
4.80.010 Establishment and purpose
4.80.020 Composition
4.80.030 Functions and duties
4.80.040 Organization; Meetings
4.80.050 Compensation
4.80.010 ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.
(A) The Agriculture Advisory Board is established
pursuant to MSB 4.05.020.
(B) The purpose of the Agriculture Advisory Board is

to review issues specifically related to and affecting

Page 1 of 5 Ordinance Serial No. 15-050
IM No. 15-088



borough agriculture lands, and advise the Assembly and
Manager on such matters.

(C) All matters pertaining to the Agriculture
Advisory Board, unless otherwise specified in this
section, shall be governed by MSB 4.05.

4.80.020 COMPOSITION.

(A) The Board shall consist of 13 members, with
one member each from the following organizations,
groups, or public as follows:

(1) Palmer Scil and Water Conservation
District;

(2) Wasilla Soil and Water Conservation
District;

(3) Upper Susitna Soil and Water
Conservation District;

(4) Alaska Farm Bureau - Mat-Su Chapter;

(5) Palmer Center for Sustainable 1living
(previously called Palmer Agriculture and
Forestry Station);

(6) Knowledge and/or experience in
production of wool, quiviut (musk ox), fiber

(llamas), hair, feathers, etc.;
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IM No. 15-088



(7) Knowledge and/or experience in
livestock, alternative livestock, dairy, grazing,
hay;

(8) Knowledge and/or experience in field
crops including potatoes, carrots, lettuce, etc.;

(9) Knowledge and/or experience in
floriculture, horticulture, greenhouse/hoop
house, beekeeping;

(10) Knowledge and/or experience in
agricultural economic development (food security)
and/or knowledge and/or experience in prepared
foods and value-added product industry;

(12) At-large member; and

(13) Non-voting youth intern.

(B) If any of the above positions cannot be
filled as designated, the assembly may appoint an
at-large person who has demonstrated an interest or
knowledge in Borough agriculture lands.

4.80.030 FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES.

(A) The Agriculture Advisory Board shall have the
following functions and duties:

(1) act in an advisory capacity to the

assembly and administration on agriculture issues

affecting Borough agriculture lands; and
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(2) act 1in an advisory capacity to the
assembly and administration regarding agriculture land
conservation matters and implementation of
conservation measures; and

(3) act in an advisory capacity to the
Assembly and Administration on any recommendations or
changes to Borough code regarding real property issues
affecting current and future Borough agriculture
lands; and

(4) act 1in an advisory capacity to the
Assembly and Administration on other agriculture
topics identified by the Assembly or Administration.

4.80.040 ORGANIZATION; MEETINGS.

(A) Seven members shall constitute a quorum and
an affirmative vote of seven 1is necessary for the
Board to take action.

(B) Meetings shall be established by the Board.
Minutes may be taken by Borough staff but shall be
reviewed and approved by the Board and forwarded to
the Clerk for preservation.

(C) The Board shall hold an organizational
meeting each year and elect a chairperson and
vice-chairperson.

(D) All formal actions and recommendations of the
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Board shall be by resolution and transmitted to the
assembly or manager as appropriate.

(E) The Board shall be assisted with its work by
the Community Development Department.

4.80.050 COMPENSATION.

(A) Board members shall be reimbursed for mileage
incurred in connection with meetings of the Board in
the same manner as borough employees are compensated
for mileage expenses upon presentation of supporting
documentation.

Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect

upon adoption.
ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this

21 day of April, 2015.

Lot Ol

LARRY DeWZLBISS, Borough Mayor

ATTEST:

C‘QWW Ao

LONNIE R. McKECHNIE, “CMC, Borough Clerk

(SEAL)

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: Sykes, Beck, Arvin, Colligan, Mayfield,
Doty, and Halter
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
RESOLUTION NO. 15-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH AGRICULTURAL
ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDING ASSEMBLY SUPPORT A RESOLUTION TO THE
GOVERNOR, STATE LEGISLATORS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSERVATION (DEC) REGARDING THE USE OF RECYCLED BIOSOLIDS ON
BOROUGH FARMLANDS.

WHEREAS, the purpose of the agricultural board is to

provide advice to the assembly and manager on agricultural
issues; and

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the Water Environment Federation (WEF) promote
biosolids recycling as an environmentally safe and cost
effective solution for managing wastewater residuals; and

WHEREAS, once tested and treated, these biosolids can be
used as organic fertilizer for all types of farms; and

WHEREAS, the use of biosolids can improve crop production,
increase the sparse organic matter in or geologically “young
soils, reduce soil erosion, raise the pH 1levels on Alaska’s
acidic so0il, provide topsoil for recreational areas, reclaim
strip-mined lands, enrich forestland, conserve landfill space;
and

WHEREAS, the largest component of biosolids is organic
matter that works as a soil conditioner to promote necessary
bacterial activity, 1loosening clay and improving consistency
which promotes dense, healthy root growth, allowing plants to

take up nutrients better; and

AAB Reso 15-01 10/14/15
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WHEREAS, additional organic structures in the soil help to
add moisture in draught conditions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough Agriculture Advisory Board recommends the Matanuska-

Susitna Borough Assembly support a resolution to the governor,
state legislators, and the Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) regarding the use of recycled biosolids on

borough farmland.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Agricultural

Advisory Board this 14th day of October 2015.

, Chairman
ATTEST:
Elizabeth Weiant, Secretary
AAB Reso 15-01 10/14/15
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
RESOLUTION NO 15-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH AGRICULTURAL
ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDING ASSEMBLY PLACE A MORATORIUM ON THE
ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS TO DISPOSE OF FEE
SIMPLE INTERESTS OF PREVIOUSLY DISPOSED BOROUGH AGRICULTURAL
PROPERTY.

WHEREAS, the purpose of the agricultural board is to

provide advice to the assembly and manager on agricultural
issues; and

WHEREAS, Matanuska-Susitna Borough titles 15, 13, and 23
have governed the disposals of Borough-owned real property or
any interests in real property by the Borough over time; and

WHEREAS, these titles govern the disposal of the Borough’s
remaining property interest in those properties where the
agricultural rights have already been disposed of at lower than
the fair market value, and the remaining rights are retained in
Borough ownership; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly currently acts upon an application
from the agricultural rights owner for such disposal without a
policy; and

WHEREAS, it appears there is a heightened interest from the
public requesting the Borough to sell all of its rights and/or
dispose of the development rights and provide clear fee simple
interests of its agriculture land; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly requests the Agricultural Advisory

Board to work towards a recommendation to provide the Assembly

AAB Reso 15-02 10/14/15
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guidance on Borough processes relating to agricultural property
before the Assembly considers additional applications to dispose
of any remaining interest it has in properties for which the
agricultural rights have already been disposed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough Real Agricultural Advisory Board recommends the

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly place a moratorium on the
acceptance and processing of applications to dispose of
development rights of previously disposed borough agricultural
rights only property.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Agricultural

Advisory Board this 14th day of October 2015.

, Chairman
ATTEST:
Elizabeth Weiant, Secretary
AAB Reso 15-02 10/14/15
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
DIRECTORY OF ORGANIZATIONS

Agriculturs Advisory Board Board Expiration

[vacancy I : Board Position |AGAB (06) Knowledge and/or Experience Production of |
Gompany Representing | | Member Titls | | Term | | to [12/31/2017]
! l TypaofTerm | | |
[ | O

Home — ] Work| | Goll| | E-mall | |
[Hecimovich |[Derylee "Lee” i Board Position |AGAB (07) Knowledge and/or Experience Livestock, Alt |
Gompany Representing | | Member Title | | Term [ s/18/2015| to [ 12/31/2015]
[PO Box 488 ] TypeofTerm [ 1 | [Partial |
|Palmer |lAK ]|o9645 |

Homs (s07) 745-8009 | Wark [(07)745-3360 |68l | E-mail |dahecimovich@alaska.edu ]
Brainard  |lDonad Board Position [AGAB (08) Knowledge and/or Experience in Field Crops |
Gompany Representing | | Member Title | | Term [ 9/1/2015] t0 [ 12/31/2016)
[PO Box 1183 | TypeofTerm [ 1 ](Partial |
[Willow |lAK joosss |

Home (s07)4955462 | Work [ |Gell] ~ | Email [orainard@mtaonline.net |
[Skinner  |James || Board Position |AGAB (09) Knowledge and/or Experience in Floriculture, |
CompanyRepresenting | | MemberTitle | ’ | Term | 8r19/2015] 10 [ 12/31/2017)
[HC89 Box 1780 | Typeof Term | 1 |iFul |
ilow  ]|aK |logess |

Hom8 (907) 495-1186 | Work | | Gall| | E-mail [onthego88bc@gmail.com I
[Peltier — Jlken v Board Pasition |[AGAB (10) Knowledge and/or Experience Ag Econ Dev, |
Company Representing | | MemberTitle | — | Term [ s/18/2015] to [ 12/31/2015]
[POBox 2433 , i Typaof Term [ 1 |[Partial |
Pamer _ JlAK |logeas ]

Home | ] Work [(s07) 244-0238 | Gell| | E-mail [alasken@kw.com ]
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
DIRECTORY OF ORGANIZATIONS

Agriculture Advisory Board Board Expiration

Johnson  |[Erk"Moe” Board Position AGAB (11) At-Large Member |
CompanyRepresenting | | MemberTitle | | Term [ sr8r2015) to [ 12/31/2016
1190SLlowerRd ] Typeof Term | 1 | Partial |
Palmer /aK (09645 |

Home (907)841-2795 | Work [(907) 761-3863 | Gell| | E-mail [erik johnson@alaska.gov

vacancy | Board Position AGAB (12) Non-Voting Youth Intern ]
Company Representing | | MemberTite | ~ [Term | | t0 [ 12/31/2017]
. ] Typeof Term [ | |
[ || R

Home | Work  Cell| . E-mail | -

Information Contact Community Development Department 861-7869
Total Board Memberg 12 Members

Meeting Schedule ~ TEP
Meeting Location TBD

Board Notes Board established OR 15-050; IM 15-088. All matters pertaining to the Agriculture Advisory Board,

unless otherwise specified shall be governed by MSB 4.05. Seven members shall constitute a
quorum,
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